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Caution advised during.cattle pregnancy exam 
An Iowa State University 

veterinarian cautions cattle 
herd owners on allowing 
inexperienced persons to 
conduct pregnancy ex
aminations on their ani
mals. 

John B. Herrick, exten
sion veterinarian, says that 
a veterianrian or expe
rienced examiner can ac
curately determine preg
nancy in a heifer at 30 to 40 
days or in a mature cow at 

SO to 60 days after concep
tion. 

However, certain condi
tions may mislead someone 
inexperienced in the tech
nique or even cause fetal 

death. 
Herrick points out that 

infections in the uterine 
cavity can be confusing, 
and that a fetus can also be 
absorbed in some cases 
without any evidence of 

Discover new strawberries 
New 'Sweetheart' straw

berries, the first medium
sized variety that can be 
grown from seed, provide a 
bountiful harvest of fresh 
fruit all summer long. 

This year, for the first 
time, home gardeners will 
be able to buy strawberry 
plants grown from seed by 
Ontario's greenhouse 
growers, says John Hughes 
of the Ontario Mi-nistry of 
Agriculture and Food's 

plant industry branch. 
This variety may be 

planted in the garden at 
the same time as other 
spring plants. It may also 
be grown in hanging bas
kets-a great way for 
'highrise' home gardeners 
to harvest their own fresh 
strawberries, he says. 

Best of all, potted straw
berry plants from seed 
produce fruit in the first 
year, providing the runners 

Plan perennials 
A well-planned combina

tion of garden perennial 
varieties that bloom at 
different times will provide 
constantly changing color 
throughout the growing 
season. 

There are many hardy, 
dependable low-main
tanance cultivars and spe
cies available for basic 
perennial gardens, says 
Bob Hamersma, horticul
turist at the Horticultural 
Research Institute of Ont
ario, Vineland Station. 

The first sign of color in 
spring is usually the small 
spring flowering bulbs: a
conites, crocuses, bulbous 
iri~es, snowdrops and 
others, followed by the 
larger tulips and daffodils. 
These should be spaced 
throughout the border to 
give it a bright, cheerful 
spring look. 

As spring bulbs fade out 
or pass their peak, the 
dwarf creeping rock cres
ses, arabis and aubrietas, 
produce prominent carpets 
of white and blue. Another 
common early spring 
ground cover is perennial 
alyssum (Alyssum saxatile) 
sometimes called basket-of
gold because of the bril
liance of its yellow bloom. 

Bleeding hearts (Dicen
tr?- Spectabilis) and beard
ed iris bloom throughout 
the month of May, followed 
by peonies, delphinium and 
summer flowering phlox, in 
order of successive bloom 

times. 
By this time, it is August 

when Yarrows, (Achillea), 
and Michaelmas · daisies 
(Aster) become the domi
nant flowers. As September 
approaches, garden chry
santhemums take over to 
finish off the season with 
the spectrum of autumn 
colors. 

Many other perennials 
may be suitable for a basic 
border, some of which 
bloom over a long period of 
time. Shasta daisies (Chry
santhemum maximum) of
fer pure white blooms 
throughout June and July, 
while gaillardia, or pin
cushion flower may bloom 
over an almost three-month 
period, bearing rust-color
ed, daisy-like flowers from 
June through August. 

Another long-bloomer, 
coral bells (Heuchera), car
ries tiny bell-shaped florets 
on slender stems above 
clumps of heart-shaped 
leaves. Bloom time is mid
June through August. 

Campanula carpatica, or 
harebell, is covered with 
large, cup-shaped blooms 
in July and August on 
masses of carpeted foliage. 

These are suggestions 
for a basic balanced border. 
There are hundreds more to 
choose from to make the 
garden a continuing source 
of interest and pleasure. 

Keep in mind a well
balanced garden includes 
the same type of perennials 

Glengarry 

Farmers 
Mutual Fire Insurance Co. 

- Serving you for 88 years -

- FARM AND 
HOME INSURANCE 

51 Main St. 

Alexandria 

Tel. 525-2557 

(side shoots) are removed 
as they develop. Tradi
tionally, strawberries are 
propagated from mother 
plants and can be harvested 

1 only after a one-year wait-
Hughes says 'Sweet

heart' strawberried pro
duce better and have less 
chance of developing disea
se problems if grown in a 
well-drained area, in full 
sun. Before planting, in
corporate about SO grams 
(1. 76 ounces) of granular 
10-10-10 fertilizer per sq. 
metre of ground area. Do 
not overfertilize. Too much 
will produce large, lush 
plants with little fruit. 

Plant berries at the level 
they were growing in the 
bedding plant pots and 
press the soil firmly around 

each plant. Spacing varies 
depending on whether the 
runners are allowed to fill 
in the row. You need about 
one metre(about one yard) 
between rows to allow for 
easy access. Try using a 
mulch to conserve soil 
moisture and protect the 

"fruit from being splashed 
with water and soil. 

'Sweetheart' straw-
berries, developed by Pan 
American Seed Company, 
are perennial ever-bearers. 
They may be overwintered 
for production in the second 
year. For carrying over, cut 
off the foliage about four 
centimetres (1.5 inches) 
above the crown after fruit
ing. Provide a complete 
fertilizer at the same rate 
used at preplanting 

OCPAfonned 
The Ontario Corn Pro

ducers' Association (OC
p A) held their Founding 
Convention in Toronto last 
week and it was a resound
ing success. They elected a 
full slate of officers and 
made many important de
cisions that will affect the 
future of the association 
and the corn industry. 

Doug Brunton, of Camp
bellford in Northumberland 
County, was elected presi
dent. He has a farrow to 
finish hog operation and 
200 acres of land with 150 
of it in corn. Mr. Brunton 
said that he will do his best 
to represent the producers 
in an efficient manner and 
help make the association a 
success. 

Maxwell Ricker, of Dun
nville in Haldimand County 
was elected as first vice
president. Mr. Ricker is a 
cash crop farmer on 1,400 
acres, 1,000 of it in corn. 

Seldon Parker, of Oak
wood in Victoria County, 
was elected as second 

vice-president. He is a cash 
crop farmer with 800 acres, 
400 of which are in corn. 

John Cunningham, of 
Thamesville in Kent Coun
ty, was appointed treasurer 
and a member of the 
executive committee. He is 
a cash crop farmer with 200 
acres, 75 of which are in 
corn. 

Some of the resolutions 
passed concerned Advance 
Payments, a check-off sys
tem and grants for on-farm 
construction of grain stor
age facilities. 

The OCP A will request 
the government of Ontario 
to pass legislation for a 
check-off system to finance 
the organization and its 
program. There would be a 
c~mpulsory refundable levy 
of 20 cents per tonne on all 
primary commercial sales 
of grain corn grown in 
Ontario. 

The OCP A will apply to 
the federal government for 
Advance Payment monies 
for the 1983 crop. 

With 196 cc's of power and shaft 
drive, the Tri-Moto 200E makes a 
lumbering, gas-eating half-ton a slow 
and expensive way to transport one 
man. It doesn't need much gas, much 
attention and it hardly ever needs some
thing your truck almost always does: 
a road. 

s2,100 

Tel. 525-3620 
83 Main St. N.J Alexandria 

discharge or abortion. 
The fetus at 60 days of 

age is about the size of a 
mouse and is often easier 
for an experienced exa
miner to identify that a 
90-day fetus, Herrick says. 

By that time, the fetal 
weight and associated 
membranes cause the 
uterus to drop over into the 
abdominal cavity instead of 
being found on the pelvis 
floor . This makes the fetus 
more difficult to palpate. 

Further, some animals 
resist the presence of the 
arm in the rectum, and by 
peristalis make it difficult 
to identify the uterus and 
make a pregnancy deter
mination. 

The ISU veterinarian re
commends pregnancy de
termination in the life cycle 
management of a beef 
herd. Economics determine 
the profit of livestock pro
duction and today's in
vestment makes it impor
tant to identify cows that 
are not pregnant. 

A barren cow in the herd 
will cost sioo to $250 for a 
year's maintenence. He 
adds that one veteran cow-

calf operator told him, "No 
cow is worth keeping if she 
doesn't produce a calf in a 
12-month period.'' 

Herrick says that herd 
owners can learn to deter
mine pregnancy in their 
herds, but it's hard to • 
animals for training them
selves. Animals going tc; 
slaughter or in a stockyard 
can be used, but are 
difficult to find, he says 

If a producer uses hi 
own animals for trainin 
he must realize that it h 
possible to abort some of 
the animals in the training 
process. 

If an owner-operator has 
a great number of cattle, he 
can probably learn the 
technique, Herrick says. 
For proficiency's sake, 
however, it is probably best 
to have a veterinarian per
form the determination. 

He reminds producers 
that there are many other 
things that can be done 
while cows are being check
ed for pregnancy, such as 
checking for veneral disea
se, booster inoculations, 
grub control, lice control or 
processing calves. 

Our orange Kubota M Series tractors are built to carry 
a heavy workload. But not a heavy price. 

They offer 47.4 to 72.2 PTO hp, 16 forward and 4 
reverse speeds, independent PTO, power steering, plus 
position and draft control. And each one comes with an 
economical diesel engine. Which means you don't spend as 
much as you would on gasoline. Or tune-ups. 

So put a Kubota M 
Series tractor to work 
for you. It's a work- [~KUBOTA(!, 
horse of a different col- ~ 
or. And it's good for 
your economy. We're looking for work. 

Laplante Farm Supply 
Boundary Rd. North Cornwall, Ont. 

932-1575 
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P olicy revised to 
Major moves Lo protect 

agricultural land have been 
announced by Agriculture and 

• Food Minister Dennis Timbrell. 

The new policy is defined in 
a series of revisions to the 
existing Food Land Guidelines, 
a policy approved in 1978. The 
revisions were announced in 
conjunction with the Ministry 

• Natural Resources' new 
mineral Aggregate Re ource 

.. Planning policy. 

I 
"The new policy recognizes 

that there are a number of 
· eas in the province with both 

agricultural and mineral 
oten tial," Timbrell said. 

, :'This policy has two com
ponents encompassing our 

valuable specialty cropping 
areas and all other agricultural 
lands." 

Under the policy,. aggregate 
mineral extraction - for exam
ple, gravel pit mining - will 
not be permitted in de ignated 
spt.cialty crop areas unless it is 
reasonably documented that 
the land will be restored to 
produce the same crop at the 
same pn •duction level. 

Any proposed project must 
also document that the extrac
tion would not affect the 
climate or microclimate 
necessary ,or specialty crop 
production. 

"The polic.' identifies five 
areas with unique combina-

protect farm land 
tions of soil and climatic con
ditions which allow the pro
duction of specialty crops that 
are important to our agricul
tural bas!'," aid Timbrell. 

The five specialty crop areas 
covered in the guidelines in
clude: the Niagara region 
fruit-growing areas; an area in 
the vicinity of King's Highway 
3, outh of Blenheim in Kent 
County; the Leamington and 
Harrow areas of Essex County; 
and the Meaford to Thornbury 
area in Grey County. 

"On all other agricultural 
land, mineral aggregate ex
traction may occur only if the 
land is rehabilitated, and the 
same acreage and soil capabil
ities are restored,·• said 

Timbrell. 
"In areas where extraction 

is permitted on agricultural 
lands, we will be requiring 
municipal planning policies to 
stipulate that uch lands be 
restored to agricultural use 
after extraction." 

The Mini try of Agriculture 
and Food's guidelines on ag
gregate mineral extraction 
were strengthened in conjunc
tion with the Ministry of 
Natural Resources· new Mineral 
Aggregates Resource Planning 
policy. also released Feb. 23. 
This new policy covers the 
broad spectrum of mineral ag
gregates extraction while the 
Food Land Guideline revisions 
cover agricultural lands only. 
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Farm accidents linked 
to breakdowns 

Farm accidents often result 
from malfunctioning equip
ment, says Larry Swinn, pub
licity co-ordinator for the 
Farm Safety A sociation of 
Ontario. 

Swinn says in the spring 
rush, many farmers neglect 
routine machinery maiptenance. 
Failure to keep machinery in 
good repair can cause costly 
downtime during peak season 
and can also cause personal 
injury. 

work or a complete overhaul is 
needed. ' 

Swinn urges farmers to fully 
service machinery and order 
replacement parts in advance. 

"Replacement parts may be 
scarce this year. Many farm 
machinery dealers are cutting 
inventories to cut co ts. At the 
same time, parts are in brisk 
demand because farmers are 
operating older equipment." 

Farm vacations benefit farmers and travelers 
"When machinery breaks 

down, farmers try to make up 
for lost time and become a 
little careless, operating 
machinery too quickly or in a11 
unsafe manner." 

Swinn says about 20 per cent 
of all farm accidents occur 
during the hectic spring plant
ing season. Often these injurieE 
are more serious than at other 
times of the year because they 
involve farm machinery. More 
than 350 farm accidents occur
red in spring 1982, he says. 

Europe's bed and breakfast 
rage has_ come to Ontario. 

Sixty-three Ontario farms 
are open year-round to accom
modate vacationers from home 
and abroarl. 

Farm vacations are an idea 
whose time has come, says 
Amber Gibbons, rural organi
zations and services branch 
contact for the Ontario Min
istry of Agriculture and Food 
(OMAFI. 

"A farm vacation offers ur
ban dwellers a unique holiday 
experience and an affordable 
alternative Lo resort or hotel 
accommodation. For the farm 
hosts, it's a second on-farm in
come that's especially welcome 
in these tight economic times.·· 

She says visitors boost the 
area's economy too by shopping 
in local stores and attending 
community events. 

A farm vacation also en-

_, ULTIPLY HOUSEPLANTS - Increase your houseplants 
by propagating cuttings. Here a cutting is inserted into moistened 
perlite, ready to be covered with a plastic bag and placed in a 
warm, light location. Other easy methods of increasing your 
plants, shrubs and trees are described in a home study course 
available through the University of Guelph's Independent Study 
department. 

courages better understanding 
between urban and rural people. 
For urban dwellers, it's a 
chance to learn about farm life 
and the work involved in food 
production; for vacation farm 
hosts, it's a chance to exchange 
ideas and learn about other 
parts of Canada and the world. 

Weather conditions deter
mine the types of activities 
offered this spring. 

During the maple syrup 
season, many vacation farm 
hosts how guest~ the secrets of 
making maple syrup and treat 
them to an old-fashioned taffy 
pull. 

In colder areas. many vaca
tion farm offer nowmobiling, 
skating, toboganning and 
sleigh rides. Some also offer 
downhill and cross.-country 
skiing at nearby ski resorts. 

In warmer areas, visitor 
ma) enjoy biking, hor eback 
riding or hiking on nature 

trails. 
Of course, after an active 

day outdoors, visitors feast on 
home-cooked meals and can 
relax later by the fireside. 

Vacation farms are located 
throughout the province, with 
several in the Port Elgin and 
Ottawa areas. There is oppor
tunity for more hosts in south
western Ontario and in the 
Peterborough region, Gibbons 
avs. 

Prospective farm vacation · 
hosts apply to the Ontario 
Vacation Farm Association, 
RR 2, Vankleek Hill, Ontario. 
K0B lR0. An association 
representative will visit the 
farm, outline the association's , 
standards and answer questions. 

The farm's location, fa cili
ties a'nd nearby attractions are 
Ii ted on the Telidon tourist 
directory and in the Ontario 
Vacation Farm brochure, avail
able at local OMAF offices. 

Marcel 
Major 
Licenced 

Auctioneer 
for Quebec 
and Ontario 

347-2955 

In today's tight economy 
preventative maintenance is 
especially critical, Swinn says. 

"Many farmers have post
poned purchases of new equip
ment; to operate older equip
ment safely, routine repair 

AUTHORIZED 

DEALER FOR 

Chain Saws: 
Pioneer 

Echo 

Tanaka 

Poulan 

"Safe operation of tracton 
and farm equipment take~ 
time, but not as much time ai 
it takes to recover from injul') 
or the financial loss of down
time during the growing 
season." 
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Rasphenies require regular care 
Growing raspberries in 

the home garden can be 
interesting and rewarding . 
Three main kinds of rasp
berries are commercially 
available: red, purple and 
black. 

Red raspberries are the 
most widely grown and 
some varieties are hardy 
enough to grow in almost 
all parts of Ontario. The 

other types of raspberries 
are less hardy and are most 
successful in the milder 
parts of the province, says 
I. B. Ells, extension horti
culturist of the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food's (OMAF) plant in
dustry branch, Bowman
ville. 

Deep, loam soil that is 
well supplied with organic 

matter and has good water 
and air drainage is best for 
raspberries. Heavy, wet 
soils should be avoided 
because the roots of rasp
berries will not tolerate 
excessive moisture. 

Ells says raspberries 
should not be planted in 
soils that have grown 
strawberries, raspberries, 
tomatoes or potatoes in 

Ontario has colored 
fuel program 

Commencing March 10, 
1983 Ontario is producing 
D390, which essentially is 
dye pre-mix made from fuel 
and Ontario's dye F0M50 in 
an 18.5 to 1 ratio. 

In so doing, by elimina
ting the need for petroleum . 
product suppliers to pre
mix dye for injection into 
fuel , Ontario assures the 
quality of the colorant to be 
added to such fuel to the 
extent that under no cir
cumstances can it be at
tributed as causing any 
detrimental effect to diesel 
equipment or other fuel 

consumption equipment. 
This change, introduced 

at no cost to your supplier: 
• Removes any possibility 

of improperly pre-mixed 
dye being injected into your 
fuel, 

• Removes any cause for 
alarm as to the potential 
effect on diesel equipment, 
farm filters, diesel engine 
injectors, etc. 

Ontario has consistently 
stated, based on laboratory 
analysis of colored fuel, 
farm filters, and diesel 
engine injectors that Ont
ario's dye F0M50 used by 

the petroleum industry to 
March 10, 1983 is not the 
cause of farm equipment 
failure . With the change, 
Ontario in limiting the 
involvement of others in 
making dye pre-mix can 
now guarantee the quality 
of the colorant found in 
your farm fuel. 

For further information 
contact : your local Ministry 
of Agriculture and Food 
office or the Motor Fuels 
and Tobacco Tax Branch, 
Attention, Mr. M. Sookdeo, 
at 433-6340. 

Improving egg program 
The Candian Egg Mar

keting Agency has begun a 
new national quality control 
program to ensure only top 
quality eggs leave the farm 
gate on their way to the 
country ' s consumers. 

The central feature of the 
program is a code of farm 
management practises 
which if followed by pro
ducers, will ensure eggs 
are at their freshest when 
they reach the supermarket 
shelf. The program also 
stresses the careful hand
ling of eggs to keep cracks 
to a minimum. 

The program was de
veloped by the Egg Quality 

Committee of the CEMA at 
the end of last year and was 
recently introduced to the 
country's 2042 egg pro
ducers. It will be adminis
trated jointly by the agency 
and the provincial egg 
marketing boards. 

CEMA and provincial 
field insJ:!ectors grade in
dividual producers accord
ing to how well they live up 
to the quality measures set 
out in the code. Inspectors 
advise producers how to 
improve in those areas in 
which they are found Jack
ing. The program includes 
incentives for producers 
whose operations get high 

grades . 
CEMA General Manager 

Jean Brassard said , the 
program was developed to 
maintain consumers' con
fidence in the product. 

"Poor quality eggs frus
trate both consumers and 
producers. If we expect 
consumers to keep on buy
ing our product then we 
must ensure only top quali
ty eggs leave the farm.'' 

Brassard pointed out that 
the farm is only the first 
step in getting eggs to the 
consumer. He said grading 
station, truckers and retail
ers must also do their part 
to ensure egg quality. 

FIGHT 
INFLATION 

WITHA 
GARDEN 

Beat the High Cost 
Of Foods by Growing 
Your Own Vegetables 

Strawberry Plants 
Raspberry Plants 

Seed Potatoes 
(7 varieties) 

Potting Soil 
Bark Chips 
Peat Moss 

Grass Seed 
Nutrite Lawn 
and Garden 

Fertilizer 

A well-planned garden 
with season-long harvest 
can save you as much as 
$150.00 at the super
market. Planning is the 
key to success in gar
dening. First, feed your 
so il well. Plant in suc
cession for continuous 
yield. Don't buy spindly 
plants. Don't use last 
years leftover seed. 
Water and weed frequently. 

Bulk Seed 
Onion Sets 

Spanish Onion Plants 
Red Onion & Garlic Sets 

KYER 
Gardens & Greenhouses 

and Confectionery 
Headline Rd. East 

1 mile north of Cornwall 
Open daily 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

932-7980 

previous years because 
these crops cause a buildup 
of soil diseases that will 
seriously reduce raspberry 
plant growth . 

Prepare the soil the year 
previous to planting. De
stroy perennial weeds such 
as bindweed and quack
grass. Add organic matter 
to improve the soil struc
ture, provide nutrients, in
crease the water-holding 
capacity of the soil and 
favor the growth of bene
ficial soil organisms. Apply 
20 at 40 g per metre (four 
ounces per 10 ft.) of row in 
the early spring. Spread 
this fertilizer around the 
plants covering a strip 
about 60 cm (two ft.) wide. 

Red raspberries may be 
planted in the late fall or 
early spring. The other 
types of raspbenies are 
best planted in the early 
spring. Use dormant, 
strong, mature, well-rooted 
canes that have completed 
one season's growth for 
planting. If possible, obtain 
plants that are grown under 
a "Superior Plant" pro
duction program. 

Red raspberry plants 
should be spaced 60 cm 
(two ft.) apart in the row 
and other types should be 
spaced 75 cm to 90 cm (30 
in. to 35 in.) apart in the 
row . Rows should be two 
well-rotted manure at a rate 
of 12 litres to 15 litres per 
square metre (three bush
els to four bushels per 100 
square feet) , in the late 
summer previous to plant-

ing and thoroughly mix it 
into the soil. 

Other materials such as 
peat, well-decayed compost 
or leaf mold, may be used 
in place of manure. If these 
materials are used, add 
ammonium nitrate at the 
rate of 12 grams per square 
metre (four ounces per 100 
square ft..) to aid decompo
sition. Ells recommends 
using a complete fertilizer 
such as 10-20-20 at 50 g to 
75 g per square metre (one 
pound to 1 ½ pounds per 
100 square ft.) in the early 
spring a few days before 
planting. If canes are plant
ed in the fall, apply 10-20-
metres to 2.5 metres (six ft. 
to eight ft.) apart. 

When setting the plants, 
set them at the same depth 
as they grew previously. 
Spread out the roots and 
firm the soil around the 
roots. Cut the cane back to 
15 cm to 20 cm (six in. to 
eight in.) after planting. 

When planting purple 
and black raspberries, cov
er the roots of these with 
only 2.5 cm to 5 cm (one in 
to two in.) of soil at planting 
time and add soil gradually 
as the shoots grow, so roots 
are finally covered with 20 
cm to 15 cm (four in. to six 
in .) of soil. Remove the 
piece of old cane from tip 
plants after planting. 

There are many varieties 
of red raspberries suitable 
for home gardens . But in 
the province ' s colder areas, 
varieties with superior win
ter hardiness should be 

selected. 
These varieties Boyne, 

Comet, Festival, Bonanza 
and Killarney are some of 
the most promising red 
raspberries. The vari~ 
Heritage, an everbearin'l, 
red raspberry is worthy of 
trial, he says. Early fall 
frosts can reduce the fall 
yields markedly, so this 
variety may not be suit 
for areas subject to early 
fall frosts. 

The purple raspberry va, 
rieties, Columbia, Sodus, 
Clyde and Brandywin are 
worthy of trial. Blackberry 
varieties such as Bristol, 
Cumberland, Lowden and 
Dundee should also be· 
tried, says Ells. 

One variety, Royalty, a 
purple-red raspberry re
cently named in New York 
Stat~ appears interesting 
and well worthy of trial in 
Ontario too, he says. 

Raspberry plants should 
receive regular care during 
their lifetime. Annual fer
tilization, pruning and thin
ning of canes, keeping 
weeds under control and 
keeping diseases and in
sects under control are all 
important factors, he says . 

Information on these top
ics is available in Publica
tion No. 64 "Insect and 
Disease Control in the 
Home Garden" and the 
fact sheet No. 237/ 12, 
" Raspberries and Black
berries for Home Gard
ens. " These publications 
are available through the 
county OMAF offices . 

GET SET 
WITH 

TOYOTA 
TRUCKS 

4x4 SR5 Long Bed 
Shown w i th optional b umper 

TOYOTA TRUCKS: TOUGH, TERRIFIC, TOPS! 

HIGHLAND 
MOTOR SALES 

(MAXVILLE) LTD. 
Open daily 'ti/ 8 
Sat. 'ti/ Noon 

TEL. 527-2735 

MAXVILLE, ONT. 
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Grow unusual flowers for summer-long color 
Flower seed catalogues 

often list some little-known, 
often unknown, species of 
annual and perennial 
plants. Many can be grown 
quite easily from seed out
of-doors, says Bob Flem
ing, horticulturist at the 

. rticultural Research Ins
titute of Ontario, Vineland. 

Some plants, like lark-
spur or stocks, prefer the 
cool, bright days of spring 
a dearly summer. Sow the 

ed as soon as the soil can 

be prepared in the spring 
and these plants are often 
in flower in eight to 10 
weeks. 

Calendula or cornflower 
are two old-fashioned 
flowers that, once you get 
them established in your 
garden and allow them to 
go to seed, will come up 
again year after year. 

Poppies dislike trans
planting and if you sow 
seeds early in May, the 

poppies will grow and 
flower by mid-summer. 
And if you leave a few 
California or shirley poppy 
plants to go to seed, each 
year you will have a colorful 
display with no additional 
seeding. All you need to do 
is thin the young seedlings 
that pop up naturally to 
prevent over-crowding. 

Nemesia is an annual 
which deserves more re
cognition, Fleming says. 

With flowers in nearly 
every color of the rainbow, 
Nemesia grow easily from 
seed sown outdoors in 
mid-May and flowers in 
mid-July and August. 

To fill those spots in the 
flower border that are 
sometimes overlooked, you 
can press a few seeds of the. 
new bush nasturtium into 
the soil. By mid-summer 
the leathery green leaves 
will be full and its bright 

yellow, orange and red 
flowers will bloom until 
frost. 

popular bedding plants a
vailable at garden centres 
in late May will give good 

flow'e•-
1 
•hnueh they will 

r ate · · flower 1...... m th_e season 
when you sow the seed 
directly outdoors. 

Dwarf tree is becoming popular 

Cosmos is another old 
favorite that has recently 
received a boost with the 
introduction of Diablo, an 
All-American award win
ner. This is a bright scarlet 
cosmos and you can sow the 
seed outdoors in May and it 
will flower from July to 
September. Cosmos grow 
to a metre (three feet) or 
more in height and, if you 
include the older pinle and 
rose-colored forms, it 
makes a good background 
for the flower border, Flem
ing says. 

0 You could try zinnias and 
marigolds, asters and por
tulaca. Sow seeds thinly 
when the soil warms up in 
late May or early June. 
Thin young seedlings to 
give them room to grow. 
Water thoroughly when
needed and feed young 
plants sparingly. Just fol
low the easy instructions on 
the back of the seed packet 
and you can enjoy a colorful 
garden all summer long. 

A dwarf evergreen is any 
conifer that remains small 
as it matures. In vogue 

_ during the last century, 
these plants now are enjoy
ing a resurgence in popu
larity, says Jim Lounsbery, 
horticulturalist at the Hor
ticultural Research Insti
tute of Ontario, Vineland 
Station. 

The dwarf evergreen's 
appeal to modern garden
ers lies in its small size 
which keeps it in scale with 
townhouse gardens, rock 
gardens and poolside ar
eas. 

Dwarf evergreens give 
year round color to the 
landscape. They may, with 
care, be left in containers in 

balcony gardens through
out the year. Planted am
ong herbaceous materials, 
they contribute to a natural 
and permanent setting. 

Dwarf evergreens can be 
set within a bed of rhodo
dendrons or broadleafed 
evergreens, or grouped in a 
mass planting, Lounsbery 
says. Some may be used as 
ground covers. For cemet
ery plantings, they add 
dignity while remaining an 
acceptable size. 

Many people do not 
realize that a number of 
dwarf conifers have been 
available in garden centres 
for years. Dwarf Alberta 
spruce, tamarix juniper, 

blue chip juniper, globe 
cedars and dwarf yews are 
good examples. Newer 
dwarfs on the market are 
varieties such as the dwarf 
Japanese garden juniper, 
blue star juniper, hinoki 
cypress, Jeddeloh hemlock 
anci Hetz midget cedar. 

Colors, sizes and text
ures abound in these coni
fers, he says. 

Most of the usual forms 
and a few of the unusual 
forms of the dwarf conifers 
may be obtained from your 
local garden centre. Others 
may have to be sought after 
through nurseries special
izing in more unusual spe
cimens. 

Most garden centres will 
sell only stock that is 
reliably hardy for their 
area. If you are unsure 
about a plant, ask about its 
plant hardiness rating. 

Proper site conditions 
should be chosen when 
planting dwarf trees. The 
first year, water when dry. 
Be careful not to cut too 
close to the root system 
when weeding because the 
roots are small and close to 
the surface. Little pruning 
is needed except to keep 
the plant neat in appear
ance. By following these 
steps, dwarf evergreens 
will need no more attention 
than their larger cousins. 

Even some of the more 

SPECIAL 

JAMESWAY 
UNLOADERS 

20% OFF 
While quantities last. 

:·············································· 

Agricrew aid available to fariners 
Jamesway parts 

10% Off 
Agricrew is a program 

operated by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food, and 
funded by the Ontario 
Youth Secretariat. Agri
crew, provides students 
with a chance to further 
their work experience and 
allows farmers to get extra 
help with work on the farm. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE 
Students between the 

ages of 16-24 will be 
considered for a position 
with Agricrew. 

Student Experience ap
plications can be obtained 

from your local OMAF 
office, or your student 
services office. Deadline for 
applications is the end of 
April. Students who have 
reached the age of 16 but 
have not reached the age of 
25 by May 1st are eligible. 

Interviews take place 
during the month of May at 
your local OMAF office or 
school. 

All Agricrew members 
are required to participate 
in any orientation sessions 
planned for them by the 
co-ordinator. These orient-

ation sessions help ac
quaint the crew members 
with each other as well as 
with the program. 

HOW TO OBTAIN 
A CREW 

A farmer or Agricultural 
Society wishing the serv
ices of a crew should 
contact their local OMAF 
office. The Agricrew co
ordinator will then explain 
further details of the pro
gram, and arrangements 
can be made to book a crew 
for the required number of 
days. 

Crews are covered by 
Workmen's Compensation 
and all paperwork is handl
ed by the co-ordinator. 

The farmer will be re
quired to sign a work 
agreement indicating work 
to be completed by the 
crew. An Agricrew consists 
of three crew members and 
a working foreman. 

Send applications to: Ag
ricrew, Guelph Agriculture 
Centre, P. 0. Box 1030, 
Guelph, Ontario, NlH 6Nl, 
tel. 519-823-5700, exten
sion 334. 

'til . May 30, 1983! 
. ............................................. . 
1-New Supreme blower, $3,100'. 

List $2,850 
],-Used Patz stable cleaner unit, $650. 

L-ist $550 
1-Used 18' Jamesway unloader, $1,900 

Li&t $1,500 

Len's 
Farm Equipment 

Martintown 528-4205 

MARLIN ORCHARDS 
2 km west of Summerstown Rd. on Hwy. 2 

SPRING HOURS 
WEEKDAYS 8 A.M. TILL DUSK SAT. and SUN 8 A.M. TILL 5 P.M. 

7 DAYS A WEEK 
* MANY OTHER SPECIALS * 

20 kg Sheep Manure $2.95 
20 kg Cow Manure $2.95 
20 kg Dolomitic Lime $2.95 
20 kg White Marble Stone $2.95 

40 Litres Potting Soil $2. 95 
4 cu. ft. Peat Moss $5.25 
6 cu. ft. Peat Moss $7.95 
454 kg (1 lb.) Onion Sets .50 

Trees, Shrubs, Evergreens, Perennials, Bedding Plants, Vegetable Plants, 
RoQts, Roses, Strawberry Plants, Raspberry Canes, Lawn and Garden 
Fertilizer, Insecticide, Fungicides, Seeds, Grass Seed, Pots, Hardware, 

Apple Trees, Other Fruit Trees, Other Small Fruits, Seed Potatoes 

-
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Wonten's Institute plans 
prog_rant issue-oriented 

Women's Institute (WI) 
member.s across the province 
are taking a look at some con
troversial issues this year. 

Women's "rights, women's 
use and misuse of drugs and 
alcohol, and microtechnology 's 
effect on women in the work
place and in the home, are on
ly some of the suggested topics. 

These topics, prepared by 
provincial conveners and ex
ecutive member , are being 
sent to branch conveners in a 
factsheet to help them plan 
1983-84 meetings. 

Each WI branch can decide 
which topics or sub-topics it is 
interested in developing. 

Co-ordinating this effort is 
Joyce Canning, former home 

economics supervisor for 
Ontario Ministry of Agricul
ture and Food (OMAF). 

Canning says her new post as 
OMAF's co-ordinator of rural 
women' groups trengthens the 
ministry's tie with the 86-year
old WI. 

"The mini try ha always 
held a close tie with the 
Women's Institute. But this is 
the first time the ministry has 
been involved in developing 
specific programming.·· 

The objectives of the WI, 
founded in 1897 by Erland Lee 
and Adelaide Hoodless, re
main unchanged. The WI en
courages sound homemaking 
skills, develops women ·s 

leadership skills, identifies 
problems and needs in the 
community, promotes resource 
material and develops happier, 
more useful citizens. 

Canning says tronger pro
grams, using these sugge ted 
topics, reinforces these objec
tive and may give the W'I a 
united voice on some i ues. 

The WI is one of the largest 
women organizations in 
Ontario, boasting a member-
hip of more than 26,000. Last 

year, l,3ll new members joined 
the group. But Canning hopes 
stronger programs focu ing on 
key women's is ue , will 
attract many more new 
members. 

Centre's hoard members named 
Fifteen individuals have 

been named to the board of 
directors of the Ontario Centre 
for Farm Machinery and Food 
Processing Technology in 
Chatham says Andy Wat on, 
MPP for Chatham-Kent. 

The centre, officially opened 
on Jan. 31, is designed to con
solidate in one location exper
ti e, service and information 
about equipment used in grow
ing and processing agricultural 
and food commodities. 

The appointments, effective 
Feb. 16, saw Dr. William 

Erosion 
Tile drainage i one of the 

be t soil erosion control prac
tice available to Ontario 
farmer , say Ros Irwin, ex
tension co-ordinator of the 
University of Guelph ·s chool 
of Engineering. 

Tile drains provide ex tra 
storage in the soil for rainfall 
b) lowering the water table. 
Rainfl\11 entering the soil 
reduces the amount of surface 
run-off and soil erosion. 

Irwin says run-off and ero
sion are reduced by 30 per cent 
to 50 per cent on tile-drained 
land. 

Installing tile drains is costly 
- as much as $990 per hectare 
I 400 per acre). But farmers 
must realize land is a basic 
re ource which must be pro
tected, Irwin says. 

"Good tile drainage not only 
r<>duc<>s soil erosion, it also 
allows farmer to seed and har
vest crops on time ... 
. The number of tile drains 

needed varies with the type of 
soils, he says. Coarse, naturally 
well-drained sandy soils need 
few tile drains; finer silt soils, 
which limit water inliltration, 
require more tile drains to pre-

Winegard of Georgetown 
named chairman of the board 
for a term of three years. The 
following members have also 
been appointed for three-year 
terms: Scott McCann of Thorn
hill, James Cummings of 
Chatham, George Jones of 
Walkerton and Carl Benninger 
of Chatham. 

Appointed for two years 
were Paul Turner of Blen
heim, Donald Ziraldo of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, William 
Prank of Hyde Park, Thoma 
Smyth of Toronto and Larry 
Swinn of Hamilton. 

Serving one-year terms will 
be Garfield Parry of Chatham, 
Charles Munro of Ancaster, 
Irene Long of London, Mary 
Wickes of Bobcaygeon and 
Elliott Hardey of Thamesville. 

The four key objectives of 
the centre are: to promote in
crea ed productivity; to 
develop, adapt and improve 
farm and food processing 
machinery for Ontario condi
tions; to increa e exports and 
decrease imports; and to pro
mote the competitive nature of 
Ontario industry through in
creased u e of technology. 

reduced by tile 
vent urface run-off and erosion. 

Clav tile drains were first 
used by the Romans. Canada's 
early settler used wooden 

drain . Today, plastic tile 
drainage i most common but 
concrete and clay drains are 
also available. 

FOR ALL YOUR 
FORAGE SEED 

SEED CORN 
AND CEREAL GRAINS 

FOR YOUR NK FORAGE SEED 
THOR ALFALFA, FLOREX RED CLOVER 

AND MIXTURES 
SEED CORN - PX7, PX9040, PX403 

Also Seed Grains 
Perth and Bruce Barley 
Elgin and Sentinel Oats 

CAMPBELL 
MacGILLIVRAY 

Tel. 525-3201 
16-lp 

Rebuilt Alternators and Starters 

24-Hour Service for Industry and Agriculture 

We reconstruct Alternators and Starters for all makes of vehicles, 
also imported makes, Commercial, Industrial 

and Agricultural Vehicles 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS 

located in the former Garry Theatre, across from Municipal Parking lot. 

60 Main St. S. Alexandria 525-1123 
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New contntission 
ntenther nanted 

Keith Buchner, a dairy 
farmer from Brownsville, has 
been named to the Farm In
come Stabilization Commis
sion of Ontario, Agriculture 
and Food Minister Denni 
Timbrell has announced. 

The commi sion manage 
ix income stabilization pro

grams, one covering sow
weaner producers and five for 
producers of barley, corn, 
winter wheat, white beans and 

soybeans. Under these pro
grams, the provincial govern
ment contributes two-thirds to 
the stabilization fund and the 
producers contribute one-third. 

The commission is also 
working with the province's 
apple producers on a similar 
plan for the apple indu try. 

The commission i made up 
of six members - a chairman, 
two representatives appointed 
by the province and three by 

farm organizations. In addi
tion to Buchner, who repre
sents the Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture, the ational 
Farmers' Union and the Chris
tian Farmers' Federation also 
have members on the commis-
sion. -. 

The Farm Income Stabiliza-
tion Commission is current)) 
processing payments for the 
1981 crop year for corn and 
soybeans. 

Give your 
budget 

a break! 
Make money the easy 
way by advertising in 

the Classifieds. The re
turns are fantastic, and 

the overhead is low. Or, if 
you love a bargain, and who 

doesn't, you'll find more of 
them in the Classifieds. Either 

way, it's a sure thing. 

The 

Glengarry 

News 

MacMillan and Howes 

Cornwall 
Office 

933-6524 

The Action Team 
D.A. MacMillan 
Jo-ann Trottier 
Diane Dawson 

REAL ESTATE LTD. 

933-3629 
525-2010 
525-1237 

Ewen Macleod 
Anne Emory 
Howard Broten 
Amy Ward 

BUYERS 
AND 

SELLERS 
. 

Alexandria 
Office 

525-3039 

347-2989 
938-0656 
525-4597 
347-2858 

Let the action team look after your needs, whether it's 
hobby farms (large and small) or working farms. Contact 
the MacMillan and Howes team for action. 

16- lc 
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COUNTERATTACK: PEST CONTROL is now being devel
oped in cooperation with the USDA's Agricultural Research 
Service to combat the prolific Mediterranean fruit fly, an 
insect that attacks and survives on a hundred or more fruit, 
vegetable and nursery plants that abound in the South. 
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Anti-juvenil,e hormone agent 
is now being tested on medflies 

A substance extracted from 
a common bedding plant used 
for ground cover may be a 
means of messing up the mat
ing of the Mediterranean fruit 
fly and offer pest control agen
cies another means of dealing 
with that devastating pest. 

Franklin Chang, University 
of Hawaii entomologist, has 
been working the past couple 
of years under cooperative 
agreements with USDA 's Ag
ricultural Research Service, 

studying the effects of anti
juvenile hormone agents, 
dubbed "precocenes," on 
male medflies . 

Role reversal 
While in many insect 

species, the female produces 
sex pheromones-chemicals 
that attract the opposite 
sex-in the medfly species, 
the male is the pheromone 
producer. 

Timing important 
Juvenile hormones are se-

creted by immature insects to 
regulate growth and prevent 
metamorphosis . In adults, the 
hormone regulates reproduc
tion in females, while in some 
species, it may also trigger 
pheromone production . 

Environmental angle 

New fertilizer, salts tester goes anywhere 

By applying an anti-juve
nile hormone agent in the right 
dosage and at the right time, 
Chang believes the mating of 
medflies can be disrupted by 
short-circuiting the juvenile 
hormone . He has done so in 
the laboratory with precocene 
fl and is now taking the tech
nique to the field to see if it 
works there . 

He is at the same time test
ing a more powerful anti
juvenile agent-ethoxy pre
cocene-said to be 1000-fold 
more effective than precocene 
II . Should that prove to be 
true, much smaller applica
tions of the compound could 
be used. 

Chang, using sites on Oahu 
and Maui, will among other 
things, place male medflies 
treated with precocene Il in 
traps, place untreated med
flies in other traps and com
pare the attractiveness of the 
two. Later studies will include 
ways o( practical application 
of the compound to medflies 
in the field . Depending upon 
the dosage, precocene can also 
kill medflies, or in females, 
affect the development of 
ovaries . 

Dr. Leroy Williamson, en
tomologist and director of 
ARS' Tropical Fruit and Vege
table Research Laboratory, 
will represent ARS in the 
study. ARS will fund Chang's 
research with $46,900. 

A rugged , hand held "Solu
ble Soil Salts and Fertilizer 
Tester" that is inexpensive and 
easy to use anywhere, but at 
the same time is accurate and 
reliable, has been introduced 
by the J&M Instruments Cor
poration of Farmingdale, N. Y. 

J&M is the manufacturer of a 
well-known field pH tester. 

The dual instrument's meter 
readings can indicate levels of 
either fertilizers or soluble 
salts almost immediately after 
its two probe electrodes are in
serted into the soil. Flicking a 

WHEN ITS TWO ELECTRODE PRONGS ARE INSERTED 
in the soil, this new batteryle88 "Soil Salts and Fertilizer 
Tester" accurately measures the level of either fertilizers or 
soluble soil salts depending on the position of a switch. The 
tester is calibrated identically with a "Solu-Bridge" instru
ment used by soil testing laboratories and informs the user 
about needed soil improvements for various plants. Desig
nated the Model SF-8, it is manufactured by the J&M In
struments Corporation of Farmingdale, N. Y. Suggested re
tail price is $29.50. 

Seaway 
Valley 

Garden 

Open 7 Days 
A Week 

8 a.m. to Dusk 
A number of 
reasons why ours 
is a better place 
to grow. 
* Shade Trees 
* Fruit Trees 
* Evergreens 
* Shrubs 

Landscaping 
Estimates 
& Designs 

Don't forget 
Mother's Day 

May JO 

Center 

switch provides the alternate 
reading . No batteries are re
quired . 

The colors and numbers on 
the tester 's meter scale corre
spond with readings on a 
"Solu-Bridge" instrument 
widely used in soil testing 
laboratories, making the unit 
compatible with professional 
practice . However, it was em
phasized , non-professionals 
can easily use the unit to their 
advantage . 

Designated the Model 

Ease weeding 
Reduce the hand weeding 

and cultivating required in 
shrub bed by trying some of 
the pre-emergent herbicides 
this spring. Even with their 
use, annual flowering plants 
can often be planted around 
the hrubs and evergreens for 
summer color. However, seeds 
generally cannot be sown in 
soil which has been treated 
with pre-emergent herbicides. 

Seed lawns 
Spring is a good time to 

reseed worn areas of the lawn 
which suifered from disease, 
insect or excessive travel dur
ing the past growing season. 
The soil should be worked up 
to a depth of 10 centimetres to 
15 centimetres (four inches to 
six inchesl levelled, some fer
tilizer added and worked in 
lightly and then a good grade 
of seed applied. Lightly cover 
the seed by raking and keep 
the soil constantly moist 

SF-8 , the unit comes with an 
easy-to-understand instruc
tion folder prepared under the 
supervision of Donald W. 
Griffiths, Professor of Hor
ticulture, State University Ag
ricultural and Technical Col
lege, Farmingdale, N . Y. 

Suggested retail price of the 
unit is $29.50. Further infor
mation may be obtained from 
J&M Instruments Corp., 96E 
Allen Blvd ., Farmingdale, 
NY 11735; (516) 752-0017. 

The study should interest 
environmentalists in that the 
precocenes are natural prod
ucts, do not appear to be 
hazardous to vertebrate ani
mals, show limited specificity 
throughout insect orders, and 
are effective against medflies . 

Wider application 

Precocene II has been used 
in a similar manner on other 
insects, where, in the Ameri
can cockroach female, for in
stance, a definite relationship 
between the anti-juvenile 
hormone agent and sex attrac
tant production was shown. 
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Provincial agriculture ministers 
set up stabilization task force 

A task force on farm income 
stabilization representing the 
IO provinces and four national 
producer groups starts work 
on July 14 in Calgary. 

This i the first of a series of 
meetings to be held across 
Canada where a proposal for 
three-party (federal, provincial 
and produced income stabili
zation for beef, pork and sheep 
will be drawn up for approval 
July 17 at the federal-provincial 
meeting of agriculture ministers 
in Brudenell, P.E.I.. Other 
commodities not under supply 
management will be tackled 
later. 

Farm income stabilization 
plans place a floor under agri
culture commodity price to 
prevent di astrous losses. Pro
ducers pay into the plan and 
would collect only if prices fall 
below a pre-determined level. 
The support price is set at a 
level which limits losses with
out encouraging over-produc
tion. 

··The purpose of such plans," 
said ·Ontario Agriculture and 

Food Minister Dennis Timbrell, 
"is to stabilize the agricultural 
economy which has suffered 
from widely swinging prices in 
recent years and, in turn, to 
allow farmers lo plan properly 
for the growing world market 
for Canadian agricultural 
products.,. 

The task force was unani
mously agreed upon March I 
at a Toronto meeting of pro
vincial agriculture ministers 
and four national producer 
groups - the Canadian Fed
eration of Agriculture, the 
Canadian Cattlemen's Associa
tion, the Canadian Pork 
Council and the Canada Sheep 
Council. 

Although F~deral Agricul
ture Mini ter Eugene Whelan 
was unable to attend he sent 
an observer who said the 
federal government would par
ticipate in the task force if they 
found the terms of reference 
acceptable. 

Ontario's Agriculture Minister 
Timbrell today named Bernie 
McCabe, director of the 

mini try's economics branch, 
as Ontario's representative on 
the task force. 

The task force will develop 
a plan which is national in 
scope, voluntary and covers all 
commodities not under supply 
management. Other criteria 
include equal co t-sharing 
among the three partners and 
mutual agreement on support 
level. 

In addition, the proposed 
plan should be supervised by 
a national income stabilization 
body and should operate at a 
level which limits losses but 
does not timulate production. 

The delegates agreed that 
individual commodities, with
in the overall plan, such as 
beef, should have individual 
plans and these need not be 
identical but "balanced and 
equitable". 

Timbrell said . "Producer 
groups and provinces have put 
a lot of work into developing 
pecific programs for major 

commodities and we believe 
that the federal government, 

Both dandelions and spring 
are blooming once again 

Green lawn lovers are well 
acquainted with the annual 
weed challenge. Spring is the 
time to start a tough campaign 
against the recurring dande
lion, clover, poison ivy and 
many other troublesome weeds 
that are small now but will 
grow rapidly. 

Lawn care aid 

Put a regular weed-killing 
program into action today. 
Spectrum's® 33-Plus Lawn 
Weed Killer, the formula used 
by turf specialists for many 
years, will effectively control 
33 common lawn weeds. 

33-Plus® kills weeds that 
appear in all types of lawn 
grasses - fescue, zoysia, blue
grass, bentgrass, Bermuda
grass, St. Augustine grass. 

With its patented 3-way 
formula-(2,4-D, MCPP, 
Dicamba), it will control rag
weed, pepperweed, mallow, 
poison ivy and poison oak, as 
well as dandelion, clover, 
chickweed and other similar 
weeds. 

When and how to use 

This thoroughly tested , all
purpose weed killer is avail
able as a concentrate in pints, 
quarts, ½ gallons and gallons. 
One pint will cover 4,000 to 
8,000 square feet. 

Spray uniformly with either 
a hose-end or pressure sprayer. 
Adjust nozzle to deliver a 
coarse spray. Do not apply 
when weather conditions favor 
drift from target area. 

For example, avoid spray 
drift to vegetables, flowers, 
ornamental plants, shrubs, 
trees and other nearby growth. 
Also, do not spray when air 
temperature exceeds 85°F. 

If hardy weeds persist in 
sensitive grasses, spot treat 
individual weeds by using one 
teaspoon of 33-Plus in I quart 
of water. 

Specially priced limited offer 

This spring, for a limited 
period of time, the one pint 
r,ontainer of 33-Plus will be 

CflNflDfl·ONTfiRIO 
Crop Insurance 

FARM PRODUCTION -·~~ 
COSTSARE 
HIGHER THAN EVER BEFORE 
You stand to lose more than you might think 
from unexpected hail , frost, drought, flood, 
wind, insect damage and disease. 

Crop Insurance makes better sense every year. 

ADRIEN CARRIERE 

-I• 

Alexandria 
Tel. 525-1271 

14• 1( 

Agriculture 
eanada ®. Ontario Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food . •· . ' .. 

packaged with a hose end 
sprayer and offered at a spe
cial price. 

33-Plus is manufactured by 
the Ciba-Geigy Corporation, 
Greensboro, N.C., and is part 
of the Spectrum line of home 
and garden products, avail
able at garden supply centers, 
nurseries, hardware or other 
retail outlets. 

B7100DT 
16HP 

• 4-wheel drive 
• Diesel engine for low 

maintenance and 
fuel economy 

• Standard rear PTO 
• Front PTO shaft 
• Differential lock 
• Independent rear 

brakes 
• Hydraulic 3-pt. hitch 
• 6 forward, 2 reverse 

speeds 
• Full range of match

ing implements 

C9JKUIITA~ 
TRACTOR 

CANADA LTD. 

We' re looking for work. 

MENARD 
FARM SUPPLIES 

LTD. 

Andre Seguin, 
Prop. 

Green Valley 

Tel. 525-2190 
or 525-1961 

16·1C 

the provinces and the pro
ducers can agree to a national 
program that will be acceptable 
to all." . 

The Toronto discussions 
stemmed from Timbrell's pro
posal for a national stabiliza
tion plan put forward in Halifax 
last July at the annual meeting 
of federal and provincial agri
culture ministers where majority 
agreement wa achieved 
among the provinces on the 
need for such a program. 

The plan was discussed in 
more detail in Regina last 

ovember by the provincial 
agriculture ministers who 
reached near-unanimous agree
ment on the main points of the 
proposed plan. The Regina 
delegates agreed that a stabili
zation plan should be national, 
voluntary and equally cost
shared among the three 
partners. 

Both the Regina and Toronto 
meetings were c<K:haired by 
Ontario Agriculture and Food 
Minister Dennis Timbrell and 
Saskatchewan Agriculture 
Minister Eric Berntson. 

DANDELION:; , 
fiaraxai;im1:9ffiel'ioo 

JOHN DEERE~ 

The outaoor action line 
for easy garden care 

There's no need to anti
cipate tedious gardening 
chores this spring. Although 
the usual furrowing , culti
vating, weeding, spacing 
and planting need to be 
done, garden care equip
ment makes the work sim
ple. 

The gardener's workhorse 
that furrows, cultivates, 
weeds, cuts roots and forms 
hills in tilled soil is the 24" 
High Wheel Cultivator from 
the Lambert Corporation. It 
comes with a five-time culti
vator, 6" mold'board plow 
and reversible steel shovel. 

The Electric Cultivator is 
one of the most innovative 
garden tools ever developed. 
It cultivates and weeds in 
the garden, in flower beds, 
around shrubs and trees and 
other areas. The Electric 
Cultivator features Lam
bert's unique counter rota
tio na I soi I agitators that 
provide maximum control 
and eliminate any heavy 
pushing or pulling. 

Ease through planting 
with Lambert's seeders , 
either hand or garden 

models. The hand seeder is 
designed to accommodate 21 
varieties of common garden 
seeds. To plant, merely push 
down on the seeder and two 
planting points enter the 
ground at a preset depth and 
open the hole . When the 
seeder is picked up , the 
spring loaded points retract, 
planting the seed. 

The single row garden 
seeder completes five plant
ing steps in one smoot h 
operation. A single pass 
along each row opens the 
soil, plants the seeds at cor
rect intervals and depth, 
closes soil over the seeds, 
presses the soi I firm and 
spaces and marks the next 
row. The seeder is driven by 
a rubber corded V belt from 
the rear wheel for positive 
drive action. 

Lambert cultivator and 
seeders are included in the 
company's complete line of 
"Making It Easy" lawn and 
garden care equipment , 
which also features lawn
sweepers, lawn vacuums , 
spreaders, and thatchers. 

Nothing Runs 
Like a Deere® \.JOHN DEERE 

TERRIFIC DEALS 
ON 

ALL NEW 40 SERIES TRACTORS 
EXAMPLE: 4240 Quad Range Soundgard Body, 110 h.p. 

Reg. Price $51,000 
STRAIGHT CASH PRICE MONTH OF APRIL $35,500 

TERRIFIC DEALS ON ALL NEW 
HAY AND FORAGE EQUIPMENT 

INCLUDING WAIVER 
OF INTEREST AND REBA TES 

BONUSES ON NEW 7000 PLANTERS 
FROM $600 TO $7,300 

GREAT DEALS ON SPREADERS 
REAR BLADES AND WAGONS 

If you are looking for a riding lawnmower, garden tractor, 
hi-pressure washer, electric barbecues, insect killers 

We have unbelievable deals on 
all this equipment for a limited time 

USED MACHINES 
3-JD 1240 plateless 4-row corn planters 
2 - JD 494 plate 4-row corn planters 

All planters in excellent condition ready for the field 
Also a large selection of used plows 

For the best deal anywhere come in and see us. 
We are one of the oldest and 

most reliable dealers in Eastern Ontario (25 years) 

GARRY SMITH 
SALES & SERVICE 

(MAXVILLE) LTD. 

MAXVILLE, ONT. TEL. 527-2152 

"!"#, ..... 
I • ft I 
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PC's unveil IO points for agriculture 
The Progressive Con

servative Party is calling 
upon the Liberal Govern
ment to immediately im
plement a 10-Point Agri
culture Program to aid in 
economic recovery for Can
adian producers. 

The program-develop
ed by the PC Agriculture 
Caucus-would provide up 
to $100 million to assist 

roducers in renegotiating 
their existing high interest 
Joans to levels more in line 
with current rates . 

It also proposes to esta
blish voluntary Farm Fin
ance Review Boards which 
could serve as negotiator 
and referee in assisting 
producers in re-organizing 
their debt repayments. 

Stressing the need for 
stable and low interest 
rates, the Progressive Con
servative Caucus restated 
the need for implementing 
the Agribond Concept. This 
would encourage retired 
farmers and others to in
vest their savings with the 
Farm Credit Corporation 
and other financial institu
tions by providing for tax 
reductions and incentives, 
including the waiver of the 
capital gains tax. 

By eliminating the nine 
per cent federal sales tax on 
farm fuels, the cost of a 
gallon of diesel fuel would 
be reduced by about 20 
cents a gallon, and the 
price of natural gas and 
fertilizer would be reduced 
through the elimination of 
the natural gas and gas 
liquids tax. 

Other initiatives include 
the creation of a Voluntary 
National Income Stabiliza
tion Program; doubling of 
cash advance payments; 
amending the Western 
Grain Stabilization Act to 
provide fof payouts based 
on receipts of a three-year, 
rather than the five-year, 
period which could trigger 
payments of $ISO million 
this year; and maintaining 
the current initial grain 
price levels for this 1983-84 
crop year. 

In recognition of the 
increasing number of farm
ers who have been forced to 
engage in other off-farm 
activities to maintain their 
farm operations, the Pro
gressive Conservative Par
ty is calling for major 
changes in, or the repeal of 
Section 31 of the Income 
Tax Act. 

These initiatives will spur 
an agriculture regrowth 
which, in turn, will contri
bute to Canada's much
needed economic recovery. 

PROGRESSIVE 
CONSERVATIVE JO. 

POINT PROGRAM 
1. Many producers find 

their economic viability 
threatened as a result of 
being locked into Jong term 
high interest rate Joans. In 
order to assist these pro
ducers to refinance their 
loans at current prevailing 
rates, financial assistance 
should be provided up to a 
maximum of $100 million. 

2. The establishment of 
an Agribond Program is 
necessary to provide credit 
to producers at reduced 
rates. Tax exemptions or 
reductions should be pro• 
vided to encourage retired 
farmers and others to loan 
their savings to the Farm 
Credit Corporation and the 
Agribond Program with a 

capital gains tax waiver if 
the taxable portion is in
vested for not Jess than five 
years. 

should also be substantially 
increased. 

7. The Western Grain 
Stabilization Act should be 
amended to provide for 
payouts based upon eligible 
net cash flow over the 
previous three years, rather 
than the current five-year 
average. This would trigger 
an immediate payout in 
1983 of approximately $150 
million. 

8, A Voluntary National 
Income Stabilization Pro
gram for the red-meat 
sector, and any other non
supply managed sector, 
should be developed with 
producers and the federal 
and provincial govern
ments. 

9. The purpose for which 
Section 31 of the Income 
Tax Act was original_ly 

intended, is no longer 
valid. Section 31 should be 
repealed, or alternatively, 
revised, in order to increase 
the amount of loss deduct
ible and the time period of 
write-off. 

10. The federal govern
ment should immediately 
allow dual labelling (metric 
and imperial) for farm 
chemicals and fertilizer 
products. 

3. To assist young farm
ers, and those facing finan
cial difficulties, as well as 
providing for a necessary 
communication link be
tween farmers, govern
ments and the financial 
community, Farm Finance 
Review Boards should be 
established to act as a 
financial referee and nego
tiator for deferrals and time 
extensions in meeting their 
repayment demands. 

used for agricultural pur
poses, should be reduced 
by about 20 cents a gallon. 
This could be done by the 
complete removal of the 
nine per cent federal sales 
tax. As well, the price of 
natural gas used in green
house operations and in the 
manufacture of fertilizer 
should be reduced. This 
could be done by immed
iately removing the natural 
gas and gas liquids tax and 
reducing the price of nat
ural gas by about SO cents 
MCF. 

Youth employment continues 

4. The current excise tax 
rebate on farm fuels is 
bureaucratic and inade
quate. Fuel costs are a 
major component in the 
production of food, includ
ing greenhouse operations 
and the manufacturing of 
fertilizer. The price of 
gasoline and diesel fuel 

5. The 1983-84 Initial 
Grain Prices should remain 
at the 1982-83 crop-year 
level. 

6. Legislation should be 
immediately introduced to 
double the maximum cash 
advance level for individual 
farmers from $15,000 to 
$30,000. Partnership and 
multi-farm unit levels 

This summer, to get 
extra work done around the 
farm, hire a young person. 
Ontario's youth is ready to 
work, and Ontario will help 
you pay their wages. 

If you can create a new 
work for people ages 15 to 
24 this summer Ontario will 
pay you $1.25 per hour, to a 
maximum of $50 a week, 
towards each salary. The 

maximum grant allows for 
4,000 hours of help at each 
location where you would 
like to hire. 

You are eligible for OYEP 
if-you have been actively 
engaged in farming in 
Ontario for a least one year 
prior to. April 11, 1983; you 
can create new jobs, in 
addition to those you would 
normally provide, between 

April 11 and October 16; 
you provide 25 to 40 hours 
of supervised employment 
a week for between 8 and 
20 consecutive weeks. 

Employees are eligible 
under OYEP if-they are 
between the ages of 15 and 
24; they reside and are 
eligible to work in Ontario 
and they are not related to 
you. 

FARM SUPPLIES 
Professional quality air compressors 

2-hp model 

74995 

We stock 4 electric air compressors to 
meet most farm spraying/air inflation re
quirements. We have two 115V AC Power 
Pal models: a ½-hp unit, less tank, and a 
¾-hp unit with tank ; plus two 115/230V AC 
Power Pro models: a 1 ½ and a 2-hp unit, 
both with tank. Each compressor includes 
15' air hose, tire chuck and regulator . We 
also carry a Power Companion kit for 
Power Pal compressors. See our 1983-84 
Value Guide, page 82 for specifications, 
then see the units at Canadian Tire. 

McCuloch generators pro
vide portable power when 
you need it. We stock 3 
models - a 1200W, a 
2000W and a 3600W unit, 
each driven by a Briggs & 
Stratton gas engine. Ro
tating permanent magnets 
and stationary windings -
no brushes or slip rings to 
wear out. See our 1983-
84 Value Guide, page 83. 

Centrifugal pump 

We carry gas or elec
tric dewatering pumps. 
See our 1983-84 
Value Guide, p. 157. 

120-vott hydro fencer 

Roof vent and base 

12" wind-driven tur
bine roof vent and ad
justable base. See it 
at Canadian Tire. 

Barn oalnt-20-L pal 

; ·-------· 
Whitewash and brush 

m 

-,•1.;.-' 

• ... 

.,. 

We stock galvanized poultry netting 
(item 1) in 50-ft rolls, galvanized· farm 
fencing (item 2) in 20-rod (330') rolls 
and fence pliers (item 3). 

Fence 
post T 

~ 
Jack 
post 

We carry rural mail boxes 
ranging in style from traditional 
to contemporary. For specifi
cations and prices, see our 
1983-84 Value Guide, p. 83. 

6V DC , 
fencer Wead post insulatlr 

We carry electric fencing supplies for effective livestock control 

Electric shock cord 

"'CANADIAN TIRE 

We carry 3 Shur Shock electric fencers -
a 120V AC model and 2 DC-battery-only 
models-6/12Vor 6Vonly. Bee electronic 
115V AC fencer charges 3-wire fencing 
stapled to wood posts without insulators. 

We stock electronic polywire shock cord; 
galvanized fencer wire; fence posts and 
adjustable jack posts; insulators and ex
tender insulators for wood posts, T-posts 
and round posts. See our selection. 

R. LEWIS SALES INC. ... .. ,. -VISA -
421 Main St. S., Alexandria Tel. 525-3454 

1iJ 456 719 0 -
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Guidelines for buying basic garden tools 

Tools are essential for all 
types of yard and garden 
work. Proper tools make the 
work easier and more pro
ductive whether you have a 
large vegetable garden, 
flower garden or simply a 
yard with an assortment of 
shrubs and trees. 

ADD INTEREST - Ground covers add visual interest to 
landscapes and at the same time, solve erosion and maintenance 
probl~ms. Here ground covers cascade over rocks and low walls, 
softening outlines and providing a background to accent o_th~r 
planta in the garden. Erosion and maintenance problems on this 
slope are also solved. 

Good garden tools can 
also help save you money. 
An inferior tool will not- in 
the long run - cost less. A 
cheaper, less expensive tool 
is likely to break and may 
not perform its intended pur
pose properly - costing you 
the expense of replacement 
and a job that may need to be 
redone. 

There's no need to spend 
a lot of money. Stick to the 
basics. Keep your assort
ment simple and of high 
quality and you'll get good 
results. 

Program helps farmers 

adapt to metric system 

The basic garden tools 
you' ll need for proper yard 
and garden care are a good 
hoe, trowel, rake , shovel, 
watering can, and sprayer or 
duster. 

The Mini try of Agriculture 
and Food is launching a new 
program to help farmers adapt 
to the metric system, Agri
culture and Food Minister 
Denni Timbrell has an
nounced. 

"'The program was developed 
in response to the confusion 
surrounding the transition to 
metric mea urement. particular-
1 y in herbicide and pesticide 
spraying programs.·• he told 
the annual meeting of the 
Farm afety Association ol 
Ontario in London. 

"'This confusion can lead to 
"ides pre ad damage to crops, 
live tock, the environment and 
human health," he said. "'The 
sooner we make the adjust
ment to the new measure, the 
safer it will be." 

Some of the highlights of the 
comprehensive E>ducational 
program include metric fact-
hcets, a new brochure called 

Metric on the Farm, sprayer 
clinics, a metric information 
kit and new conversion ~harts 
in ministry publications. 

To help farmers use metric 
measurements in spraying pro
grams this spring, the ministry 
is sponsoring sprayer clinics in 
co-operation with the Canadian 

Start early 
Try starting melon. squash 

and cucumber seeds indoors, 
in JO centimetre {four inch} 
flower pots with a well-drained 
house plant soil. Three or four 
seeds per pot, later thinned 
down to one or two of the 
strongest seedlings will pro
duce stalky young plants to set 
outside early in June. By start
ing them indoors now, these 
early plants will soon produce 
a bumper crop 

Garden guests 
Sowbugs and centipedes are 

usually beneficial garden 
guests, consuming decaying 
organic mattE'r and waste pro
ducts, and returning them to 
the soil as humus. Snails and 
slugs however, can be quite in
jurous, feeding on the foliage 
and roots of many garden 
plants. Traps for snails and 
slugs are available at most 
garden centres. 

Fertilize 
Lawns require good turf fer

tilizer which are high in 
nitrogen to stimulate rapid, 
vigorous, green growth. Vege
table and flower gardens rE'
quire a more balanced fer
tilizer using combinations of 
nitrogen, phosphoru and pot
ash to stimulate vigorou 
growth and good flower and 
'roi>t productioo-. 

Agricultural Chemical Associ
ation. The serie of 45 sprayer 
clinics will be conducted by 
ministry and association staff. 

These clinics will be pub
licized in local newspapers, 
radio and television station . 
A major component of the pro
gram will be a kit consisting of 
factsheets, the metric brochure 
and prayer calibration bottles, 
Timbrell aid. The cost of this 
part of the program will he 
shared by OMAf and the Min
i try of Energy. The kit will be 
distributed to the mini try'. 
field offices and Lo prayer 
clinic . 

ine regular ministry publi
cations, including Guide to 
Chemical Weed Control, feature 
new conversion charts to deter
mine the am01-mt and propor
tion of chemicals needed per 
acre and per hectare. Current: 
ly all agricultural chemicals 
are available only in metric 
izes. 

"When in full operation, the 
metric program will offer a 
sprayer calibration poster, 
metric conversion tables, pro
motional and educational 
material, a vendor certification 
program, herbicide dealer 
workshops and instruction 
through 4-H clubs," said 
Timbrell. 

When selecting tool's a 
good guideline is to buy rec
ognized, brand-name tools 
from an established dealer or 
manufacturer in your area. 
A recognized, long-standing 
manufacturer or dealer has 
been backing their products 
for years. And if questions 
or problems arise, you'H 
have a ready source of infor
mation and help. 

Generally, garden tools 
are made of steel, wood, 
plastic or a combination of 
these materials. Choose the 
material which seems best 
suited to your yard and gar
den needs. 

You'll find that blades are 
commonly made of steel or 
stainless steel which has a 
greater resistance to rust. 
Extra-strength can be found 
in a heat treated blade. 

Handles are made of hard 
wood, steel, and sometimes 
aluminum or even plastic. 

Remember, though, that 
all-steel construction is not a 
guarantee of durability. 
Wood is often the preferrec' 
material in a handle. Wood 

Colorful treat 
Nasturtiums, sown in the 

vegetable garden will be a 
bright spot of color all summer 
and provide a continuous 
harvest of tangy peppery
flavored leaves and seeds · 

Cornwall Gravel 
Company Ltd. 

and 

Grant Ready Mix 
will be accepting orders for: 

- Quarry Stone 
- Sand and Gravel 
- Excavation 
- Equipment Rentals 
- Concrete Ready Mix 

Ask operator for toll free Zenith 81280 
Dispatch 932-6571 

has a basic elasticity that 
allows it to give under pres
sure before breaking. White 
ash and hickory are long 
time favorites since these 
woods are generally resist
ant to shock and weathering. 

Every basic tool collec
tion starts with a trowel. It 
looks and acts like a small 
shovel with a short handle. 
It can be used for weeding, 
digging a transplant hole , 
breaking up the soil, making 
a planting row, and cultivat
ing around trees and shrubs. 
Trowels come in slightly 
varying shapes; choose 
whichever is best suited to 
your needs. 

A good rake is a must for 
gardening. An iron [1lke will 
pull out stones and weeds 
and aid in soil preparation. 
The flat side of the rake can 
be used to smooth the seed 
bed while the end can be 

used to compact the soil 
over freshly sown seeds. 

Used for turning sod, 
moving earth, digging 
ditches, planting shrubs and 
every type of small and large 
digging job-a shovel is a 
nece sity for gardeners and 
homeowners 3.like. Choose 
one that is easy to work with 
and durable. You may also 
want to purchase a short 
handled shovel. It will be tir
ing to use after prolonged 
periods but it will come in 
handy in cramped areas. 

The hoe is an essential for 
soil cultivation in the garden 
and around the yard. In gen
eral, a hoe with greater blade 
depth will increase the diffi
culty of the work. The shal
lower the blade, the more 
directly your arm power is 
transmitted to it. Also, hold
ing the handle closer to the 
blade helps make the work 

CUT FOOD COSTS WITH A PRODUCTIVE GARDEN. 
I'his compreS!lion sprayer, with its C-me misting spray, he lps 
keep the garden healthy. It saves on the cost of pesticide 
~ince a little spray goes a long way. 

easier. 
A JO-quart galvanized 
watering can is also handy if 
you don ' t have a hose or if 
you have trouble reaching 
certain spots with a hose. 

Also basic to yard an . 
garden care is a sprayer. 
good sprayer can help stop 
weeds , insects and plant dis
ease. -A spray program will 
help end the aggravations of 
yard troubles while protect
ing valuable plantings th 
may be impossible to 
replace. 

H. D. Hudson Manufac
turing Company, a maker of 
sprayers and dusters, sug
gests that you consider your 
yard and garden and decide 
if you need a sprayer to 
reach tall trees, mist delicate 
flowers, or spray a variety of 
yard and garden plants. In 
general , a compression 
sprayer is versatile enough 
to handles most jobs. 

Look for sprayer features 
that give you exact control 
over the spray. Proper con
trol assures that spraying 
will be as effective and as 
easy as possible . 

A nozzle that adjusts the 
spray pattern from a fine 
mist to a coarse stream 
offers versati lity. The exten
sion, between the nozzle and 
the hose, should be long 
enough to squeeze into tight 
places and get under leaves. ' 
A positive on-off valve gives 
you control over the spray 
for precise application. 

Every homeowner and 
gardener knows the effort it 
takes to keep a yard beauti
ful and healthy. But with 
proper yard and garden 
tools, you'll find the job 
much easier. There's no 
need to buy a lot of tools.just 
the basics. And when you 
buy good, quality tools 
you'll get years of use out of 
them while keeping your 
yard looking its healthy best. 

For further information 
on garden tools, contact: 
H. D. Hudson Manufactur
ing Company, 500 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 
lL 6061 I. 

The Glengarry News 
If it's speed you're after, the 

Classifieds really move it! 

Sell it fast, for a good 
price, when you adver
tise in the Classifieds. 
Somewhere there's a 
buyer for everything 
you want to sell. The 
Classifieds find them 
faster. Whether you're 
selling or buying, you 
can't lose if you use 
the Classifieds. 

--== 
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Birch trees require special care 
It is not uncommon to 

find birch trees in the 
landscape scene that are 
dying. These trees usually 
appear quite healthy until 
suddenly the top of the tree 
starts to die and this 
progresses down until the 
whole tree is dead. 

This decline is due to a 
combination of environ
ment factors and not to any 
specific pest, says Burke 
McNeill, Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture anf Food 
nursery and ornamental 
specialist. 

This pest is usually 
blamed for the problem 
because it is found under 
the bark at the time of 
death and it does cause the 
final decline and death of 
the tree. 

Most people are not 
aware that in nature, birch 
is a relatively short-lived 
plant, McNeill says. Under 
good growing conditions, in 
the forest, its life span is 
about 40 years. During this 
life span, it is providing 
cover for other hardwoods 
and softwoods that, as they 
mature, take over the forest 
eventually forcing the birch 
to disappear. 

In nature, birch grows in 
well-drained locations, near 
water, b·ut never in it, and 
in most situations the root 
system is protected from 
direct sun by undergrowth 
of dogwoods and other 
plants that cover the forest 
floor. 

When we plant birch, 
most often we plant them in 

the lawn, in full sun and in 
poorly drained heavy clay 
soils, McNeill says. 

Birches do well enough 
when they are first planted, 
but as they mature, the 
roots have a harder time 
surviving as they attempt to 
work their way into sur
rounding soil. In the spring 
and again in the fall, the 
ground is o'ften very wet 
and cool, causing the new 
roots, as they come in 
contact with these soggy 
conditions, to die or be
come·badly stunted. 

During the hot, dry 
periods of the summer, the 
roots are stressed further 
because of drought. Birch 
root systems are very close 
to the soil surface and 

Rhododendrons, azaleas 
grow with ease 

Rhododendrons and aza
leas are a group of plants 
many people assume are 
hard to grow. They require 
an acid soil , but that is not 
too difficult to provide , says 
Burke McNeil!, Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food nursery and orna
mental specialist. 

"With this one require
ment satisfied, rhododen
drons are easy to grow and 
provide a beautiful show 
each year in late May and 
early June." 

Many books about these 
plants suggest mixing peat 
moss and soil (50:50) to 
provide the proper 
medium . Rhododendrons 
prefer an acid soil, that is, a 
pH below the 6.0 level. As 
most peat is acid, pH 
anywhere from 4.5 to 6.0 

(depending on the source) , 
mixed 50:50 with soil will 
adjust the pH to the proper 
level for optimum growth. 
But McNeill says rhodo
dendrons will also grow 
well in a raised bed of 
straight peat moss.. He 
says mixing topsoil with the 
peat is not necessary. 

The other requirements 
for successful rhododen
drons and azaleas produc
tion are shade and shelter. 
Rhododendrons grow na
turally under trees and so 
prefer the shade of trees or 
a location on the north or 
east side of a building. 
McNeill says they will also 
grow and flower in full sun 
but do much better where 
shade can be provided. 
Once the plants are es
tablished they require little 

attention , he says. An 
annual application of ferti
lizer in the spring and 
regular watering during 
hot , dry periods are all that 
is required. Removing deac 
flower heads improves 
vigor of ~he plant and 
encourages flower bud 
formation for next year. 

If plants are exposed to 
wind, some winter protec
tion should be provided. 
Spruce boughs, for exam
ple, are excellent for this 
purpose, McNeill says. 

Rhododendrons and aza
leas are expensive to buy, 
but a little care in preparing 
the soil and providing the 
right location will soon 
compensate the gardener 
with a significant show of 
bloom. McNeill says. 

MAcEWEN FUELS LTD. 

FARMERS 

We want to be YOUR fuel supplier. 

For all your 

fuel requirements 

Call 527-2315 

or toll-free 1-800-267-7175 

MacEWEN FUELS LTD. 

Maxville, Ontario 

during these periods they 
are in direct competition 
with the surrounding turf. 
In addition, we seldom 
plant ground covers around 
the base to help shade their 
roots. 

These stresses, wet sog
gy soils and drought, are 
the most important reasons 
for decline of the birch, 
McNeill says. Without a 
strong, vigorous root sys
tem, the birch begins to 
weaken. 

Insect pests such as the 
birch leaf miner add to 
these stresses if they are 
not controlled, further 
weakening the tree. 

Once the decline has 
begun, usually between 10 
and 20 years after planting, 
the' bronze birch borer 
causes the final decline and 
the top of the tree begins to 

die. 
By this time, the damage 

is done and chemical con
trol of the borers, which is 
difficult to control even for 
professional arborists, is 
not going to be effective. 
The decline continues until 
the tree dies. At this point, 
it is time to consider 
planting another type of 
tree that will stand up to 
the existing environmental 
conditions. 

If you decide to plant 
another birth tree, the 
following suggestions will 
help extend the life of the 
tree, McNeill says. 

Plant birch trees in well
drained locations. If drain
age is poor, planting above 
existing soil level might be 
more practical. Water the 
trees well in periods of 
drought; soak them well 

once a week rather than 
sprinkle each day. Control 
birch leafminer in the 

' spring. Fertilize regularly 
each spring. 

Finally , plant species 
that are more resistant to 
adverse conditions. Cana
da's native paper birch 
(Betula papyrifera) appears 
to stand up better under 
urban conditions that the 
European birch (Betula 
alba) often sold in Ontario. 
Other species are being 
studied at research stations 
for their resistance to 
bronze birch borer, and 
some of these will be 
appearing on the market in 
the future. Following all 
these steps may not pre
vent your birch from dying 
prematurely, but hopefully 
will improve its chances of 
survival. 

Homelite string trimmers ... 
give your lawn the finishing touch 

Light-weight and easy to handle, Homelite string 
trimmers feature our exclusive "Idle-Line" system 

that advances the string only when needed, 
and only when the engine is at idle. 

A Homelite string trimmer i$ a must for doing lawn 
r'-'-'-'-"-'.l~~eh.<....____ chores around your home, farm or cottage. 

See your nearest Homelite dealer, he has 
a model to satisfy your needs, gas 

driven or electric. 

• Textron Canada Limited Registered User. 

AUTO SERVICE PARTS 
82 Main St. N., Alexandria, Ont. 

613-525-3620 
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NOW'S THE TIME TO PLAN YOUR 
1983 WEED CONTROL PROGRAM 

A.S.P. 
NOW OFFERS OUR FARM CUSTOMERS: 

- A complete line of farm chemicals for all your crop needs. 
- Precision custom spraying with a computerized monitoring 

system. 
- Book your chemicals now, take advantage of early order 

incentives. 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT 

KENNETH MORRIS 
at 

.S.P. 
83 Main St. North 

Alexandria 
525-3620 
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Haying with 
round baler 

This mechanized ap
proach to haying is catching 
the interest of many farm
ers today and the ever 
increasing number of these 
balers certainly indicates 
that it is not a passing fad. 

Most farmers are storing 
these bales outside and 
appear to be giving very 
little attention to how they 
are stored. This visual 
observation has resulted in 
an experiment I have con
ducted over the past two 
years. 

This experiment was con
ducted with nine co
operating farmers in Peter
borough and Victoria Coun
ties and consisted of weigh
ing five bales at each farm 
and having the hay in the 
bales analyzed for dry 
matter and crude protein 
both at haying time and the 
following springs of 1981 
and 1982. The bales were 
weighed by using a tractor 
equipped with a front-end 
loader, grapple hooks and 
an electronic loadcell with a 
digital read-out meter. This 

meant that the bales could 
be weighed anywhere on a 
farm without the use of 
electricity other than the 
car battery to energize the 
digital read-out meter. 

Although the main ob
jective in this experiment 
was the foregoing factual 
data, a side benefit was the 
opportunity to observe dif
ferent practices in the 
harvesting, storing and fe
eding of large round bales. 
The following observations 
are the result of the op
portunity to be involved in 
this experiement: 

1. Very little visual spoil
age occurred when the 
bales were stored tight end 
to end in rows about five 
feet apart, especially when 
the rows run in a north
south direction. This allows 
the winter sun to reach both 
sides of every bale in each 
row. 

2. Bales that were stored 
on four inches of crushed 
stone were still fresh and 
green on the bottom side at 
the end of the storage 

period. Purdue University 
research also indicates a 5 
per cent reduction in loss 
when stored in this man
ner. 

3. Some bales that were 
baled at 25 per cent moist
ure resulted in moldy hay. 
Therefore the hay should 
not be baled until the 
moisture content is down to 
20 per cent, unless the 
baler design allows for soft 
centred bales. 

4. A well designed slant 
bar feeder placed on con
crete certainly appeared to 
significantly lower feeding 
losses. A cover on the 
feeder to protect the hay 
certainly looks like a worth
while investment. 

5. Well formed bales 
certainly appeared to show 
very little weathering dam
age if stored properly. 

Although this study was 
conducted in only one area 
of the province, it does not 
contradict the research 
done in other climatic areas 
of this continent. 

Loan total up 
Agriculture Minister Eu

gene Whelan today an
nounced that loans totalling 
$208,605,679 were made in 
1982 under the Farm Im
provement Loans Act. This 
compares with $188,011,-
262 loaned in 1981. 

Under the Act, the gov
ernment guarantees loans 
by chartered banks and 
other designated lenders to 

farmers for a wide range of 
purposes. The maximum 
that a borrower may have 
outstanding under the pro
gram is $100,000. 

Loans must be secured 
and may be repayable over 
a period up to 10 years for 
all purposes except land 
purchase; for land a 15-year 
term is permitted. 

The maximum rate of 

interest on loans made 
under the program is equal 
to the prime lending rate of 
the chartered banks, plus 
one per cent; the maximum 
therefore varies with the 
prime rate. 

The Farm Improvement 
Loans Act was introduced 
in 1945. Since then, loans 
totalling $4. 7 billion have 
been made. 

f~ BOURDON 
67~_;# ALUMINUM SIDING 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

Aluminum Siding, 35 yrs. 
Steel, 20 yrs. 
Vinyl, 40 yrs. 

Masonite, 15 yrs. 

Eavestroughing 
Styrofoam: Blue and white 

Awnings 
Shutters 

APRIL 
SPECIAL 

ALUM~INUM 
DOOR 

Self-Storing 1 a14', 

ON SALE 

$125 
Windows - Doors - Garage Doors 

Aluminum - Steel - Wood 

AUTHORIZED DEALER 
HUNTER DOUGLAS 

5 - YEARS GUARANTEE ON INSTALLATION 

Alexandria, Ont. Tel. (613) 525-1906 

YOUR 
ALEXANDRIA 

I 

salutes our 
area 

agricultural 
industry 

The high 
standards and 

. . 

top quality 
of our area's 
farm produce 

are achievements 
we can all 

take pride in 
MARC LALONDE 
PROPRIETOR 
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