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Greetings from 
Reeve MacDonald 

On behalf of the Lancaster Village Coun
cil, the centennial committee members, who 
have all worked so hard at this project, and 
all the residents of our community , I greet 
you all on the occasion of our centennial . 

We are pleased so many former residents 
are participating with us. We are proud of 
all the achievements of o_ur present and past 

residents . And we look forward to con
tinued progress for the village and area. 

I hope everyone enjoys these days and 
coming events during the remainder of the 
year. 

Your reeve, 
Milton MacDonald 
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Menard chronicles history of village 
by Oscar Menard 

Fifty years of my life-good years at 
that-have passed since I first arrived on the 
Main Street of Lancaster Village. 

I arrived alone on March 27, 1937. Like 
so many youths of that period, I had learn
ed a trade and I came here to make a living 
and to dedicate my energies to the general 
improvement of society. 

At first, life here was difficult, because 
I spoke no English. Fortunately I had a lot 
of support from everyone. In July 1939 I 
got married and raised a family of which 
I am most proud. 

This has always been a sporting village. 
During the first month of May I spent here 
I became fascinated by the young men who 
would gather for militia exercises to the 
sound of a band. They attracted a lot of at
tention indeed. 

Although there was little money to be 
found in 1937, free recreational activities 
abounded. Nearly every evening such ac
tivities would end with people gathering in 
the dance hall at Jack's Place . 

Lancaster always had a good hockey 
team. I played for them in 1938 and in 
1939. I refereed for them. I also fondly 
remember the masquerades, the friendly 
broomball games, and with the years , the 
arrival of curling which all made for en
joyable evenings. 

Today I am a senior citizen , a " pen
sioner," one that has little to say, yet one 
that would like to encourage the return of 
some of the businesses that have vanished 

from Lancaster over the last 50 years. I 
would also like to prevent the continuing 
departure of business from Lancaster to 
larger urban centres. 

1987 is the Centennial of our Village. The 
council wishes me to celebrate this event, 
and, with the clubs and various organiza
tionsj lending support, I am sure that they 
will succeed in making it an anniversary 
worth remembering. Some of the organiza
tions are the Masons, the Legion, the 
Women's Institute, the Knights of Colum
bus, the Optimist Club and probably others 
which I may not know. With all these peo
ple working as a team, I am sure that the 
endeavor will be successful. 

Those of you who live outside the village, 
particularly the people who have lived on 
the same parcel of land for generations, 
have supported the commercial enterprises 
of this centre. You are really the pioneers 
of the village and today, in the name of all 
business, present and past , I wish to thank 
you for your loyal support. 

Here are a few notes on the history of our 
village of Lancaster. 

First, where does the name "Lancaster" 
come from? According to my researC'h, the 
township was called the Sunken Township. 
William Faulkner, Loyalist, was a friend of 
George III Duke of Lancaster , before he 
was crowned King of England . As William 
Faulkner was one of the first magistrates of 
this township, it greatly influenced the 
choice of the name for this 
village . . . Lancaster. 

We're Looking Forward To Seeing You At The 

LANCASTER CENTENNIAL 

CRAFT SHOW 
Saturday, July 4 from 10:00 a,m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Lancaster Recreation Centre 
Main Street near the OPP station 

All Exhibitors Are From 
The Lancaster Area 
FREE ADMISSION 

Organizer: Janice Montreuil 

HAPPY 100th 
To The 

VILLAGE OF LANCASTER 
We 're working to better your future 

LANCASTER DISTRICT 
CHAMBER OF COI\01ERCE 
P.O. Box 613 Lancaster, Ont. KOC lNO 

Now for a few memories from our past, 
mostly from the period 1900 to 1987. This 
necessitated a lot of research, and i had to 
seek information from quite a few people. 
I sought out mostly the citizens who were 
native born and still residing in the village. 
I thank them for this precious help for they 
facilitated my research and added to the 
pleasures of my task. 

This village had existed for a long time 
when on October 19, 1887 we asked to be 
incorporated. The last official documents 
were rendered on the tenth day of December 
in the year 1889 at 3:30 p.m. On that day 
D. W. McNaughton was officially ap
pointed mayor of Lancaster and John A. 
McLean, secretary. 

Lancaster has always been a religious 
centre. For me, each one of the churches 
symbolizes one of the cardinal points of the 
compass. To begin with, the east where the 
sun rises, the Anglican Church was built in 
1893 . Moving to the south , facing Lake St. 
Francis, the Presbyterian Church was built 
in October 1855 . Where the sun sets in the 
west , the Roman Catholic Church was built 
in 1875 , renovated in 1904 and rebuilt in 
I 959 . In the north , at the centre of the 
village , the Knox Church was built in 1875 
of red bricks . 

I find unfortunate that the two villages 
have never amalgamated. To this day, I still 
believe that steps should be taken in order 
to join these two parcels of land in.to one 
' 'Lancaster. ' ' 

In the past these two small villages were 

wanting of nothing. All trades were 
available and supportive of each other. You 
bought meat at the butcher's, nails at the 
hardware store , etc. Each morning people 
from 20 miles around journeyed to this 
business centre with their products to be 
sent elsewhere by boat or train. Afterwards, 
they went shopping in the local stores. 

The first steamship to travel Lake St. 
Francis went from the rapids at Coteau Lan
ding to the rapids in Cornwall. It 
transported a few passengers and mostly 
material. In 1826, the Quay in Lancaster 
was the largest depot on the line. 

Around 1832, we had five steamships 
stopping at the Lancaster Quay for mail, 
passengers and freight. In 1845, when the 
first Beauharnois Canal opened, it became 
more profitable for boats to be able to reach 
the Montreal market and consequently more 
boats came. By 1890, people no longer 
travelled by boat. 

From I 907 to 1949, five passenger boats 
shot the rapids at Cedres and returned by 
the Soulange Canal . The Chaffey that 
travelled between Lancaster and Valleyfield · 
from 1893 to 1918 burned here at the docks 
in South Lancaster. 

In the 1950's the St. Lawrence Seaway 
was built to a depth of 32 feet thereby af
fording seagoing vessels access to the Cana
dian Great Lakes . This route was officially 
opened on June 22, 1959. 

During Colonial times, we had three 
monetary systems: in Quebec, the French 

Continued on Page 18 

MENARD 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

1937 1987 

Celebrating with the 

Village of Ulncaster 

THANK YOU 
for your support 

347-3443 
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Year of celebrcitions to 
focus on homecoming 
by Joanne Stevenson 

Mother Nature has permitted Lancaster 
this one exception to her rules . Every hun
dred years, she grants the municipality an 
especially long weekend. 

This year's Homecoming Weekend will 
actually begin Wednesday, July 1 with a 
Canada Day fireworks display . The Lan
caster fire department will be hosting the 
event. The fireworks were paid with 
generous contributions from local 
merchants . 

In the event of rain, the show, to be held 
on the recreation grounds, will be postpon
ed until Friday . 

A ball game between the local Knights of 
Columbus and the Optimist Club will 
precede the evening 's exploding sky. 

The village's new recreation centre, 
Smithsfield Hall , is the site of many a 
centennial event . Friday's teen dance will 
be held there and on Saturday, a craft show. 

Saturday 's jam-packed day includes a 
bake sale on Main Street in the morning, 
the parade and a picture gallery at Just 
Photography. The Canadian Legion will 
host a family fish fry in the afternoon. 

A period costume dance wraps up a busy 
day after which some celebrants may feel 
a century old themselves. 

Sunday, the Knights of Columbus are 
awake bright and early to offer a pancake 
breakfast at St. Joseph's Hall . 

An ecumenical church service will be 
conducted in the afternoon at St. Joseph's 
Church . 

The United Church Women of Knox 
Church will host a strawberry social to 
begin at 3 p.m. 

Homecoming Weekend is fast ap
proaching. The centennial committee, 
which held its latest meeting June 18, seems 
prepared and eager to meet the challenge 
of this multi-event extravaganza. 

The meeting's discussion centred around 
the Saturday parade. Many antique cars are 
expected to participate in the car show to 
be held on the field across from St. Joseph's 
school. 

Members of the local car clubs and 
private collectors are even now shining their 
autos in anticipation. 

At 1 p.m., the parade, made up of floats , 
cars and bands , will start from Smithsfield 
Hall and end at the Legion and the St. 
Joseph's schoolyard. 

Visitors and " home-comers" will be ask
ed to record their signatures in a registry 
at Just Photography . The committee has ex
tended invitations to 225 former residents 
and businessmen. 

The committee has forwarded a request 
for funding to the Canadian Anniversaries 
department, a federal agency of the 
Secretary of State. 

Copies of the letter will be sent to the 

CONGRATULATIONS 
To The Village Of 

LANCASTER 
On Its Centennial 

~ 
PETROCANADA 

CLOVERLEAF GAS BAR 
201 Military Rd., Lancaster 

Raymond & Normande Beaupre 
· Proprietors 

. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
To The Village of Lancaster 

We 're proud to have been a part of 
the business community for 14 years. 

Best Wishes on your 100th 

LEROUX SUPPLY 
Lancaster, Ont. 347-3373 
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Lancaster's firies 
Secretary of State, David Crombie and local 
MP Don Boudria. 

Previous attempts to receive federal or 
provincial aid have been unsuccessful. 

Members of the committee, chaired by 
councillor Jennifer Charbonneau, include 
representatives of the municipality , church 
and service organizations. 

While Homecoming Weekend is the 
focus for centennial celebrations, the rest 
of the year has not been neglected. 

Highly successful events to date have in
cluded a Scottish concert, a mini-Highland 
Games, a garage sale, a fashion show and 
a car rally . 

Looking towards the future and past 
Homecoming Weekend, a blood donor 

clinic, the recreation and the fire department 
ball tournaments will all be held in July . 

For a different brand of ball, the Califor
nia Cuties Comedy baseball team will duel 
with the fire department team on August 10. 

Smithsfield Hall will soon feel like a se
cond home to participants in most centen
nial events. 

On August 22, the recreation association 
and the Legion will host Kids Fun Day, 
featuring a bicycle rodeo. A pig roast 
rounds out the evening. 

In September, an Oktoberfest style 
celebration, and, in November, a wine and 
cheese wrap up will be held at the recrea
tion facility. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
To 

LANCASTER 
On Its 

CENTENNIAL 
From 

Lancaster Inn's 
Management & Staff 

In keeping with 
tradition we will offer 

for the Centennial weekend 

LANCASTER PERCH ROLLS 
AT $2.00 

347-3084 

Located 
On Hwy. 34, Two miles West of Lancaster 
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Prince of Wales waved 
but didn't stop 
by Oscar Menard 

There may be some still living in the 
township who remember the Visit of the 
Prince of Wales in July 1860. It was under 
the management of the Duke of Newcastle. 
The party consisted of the Prince, the Duke 
and several Lords. They went west as far 
as Hamilton by rail and returned to Mon
treal by steamer down the St. Lawrence. 
For a week or ten days prior to the date of 
the visit, notice was sent throughout Canada 
giving the time of the arrival of the royal 
special train at each town or village. 

The time of its arrival at Lancaster was 
J. l a.m. It was a bright, hot day. From mid
night until 10 a.m., there was a steady 
stream of farmers' wagons, buggies and 
other vehicles coming into the village. 
Visitors came from all over the county. 

Since it was quite clear the three bar
rooms would not be able to supply the de
mand for Molson 's proof, the hotel and 
storekeepers laid in a supply of flat pint bot
tles they filled , corked and had all ready for 
delivery. There were several lunch stands 
set up for the sale of coffee and sandwiches. 

A good many of the men began to visit 
the bar rooms soon after their arrival and 
as 11 drew near, they were feeling pretty 
lively. The train was a few minutes late, but 
when it did arrive, the platform and the 
ground on the north side of the main track 
was crowded with people. 

There were many of the farmers from the 
far back concessions. Many of the elderly 
men and women had never seen a loco
motive. When that monster came puffing in-

to the depot, those wa1tmg became 
somewhat nervous. When the engineer shut 
off steam causing the safety valve to let go 
with a loud explosion, they were terror
stricken. Women screamed and grabbed 
their husbands who were as badly scared as 
they were. A lot of old fellows stood trembl
ing until the train passed. 

Hardly anybody even saw the royal 
coach . It was expected the train would stop 
and the prince would say a few words to 
his loyal Glengarrians. However, it did not 
stop at all . It slid along at about five miles 
per hour . The Prince and the Duke stood 
at the rear platform and the prince waved 
to the crowd. The engineer then picked up 
speed and away they went. 

Well , if there was ever a red hot mad lot 
of Scotsmen, it was right there and then . 
They yelled after the train . They cursed the 
Prince of Wales, the Queen and the entire 
Royal Family in two languages . Men were 
seen to throw their hats on the ground and 
jump on them, they were so mad. 

They went for the flat pint bottles and, 
being in just the right temper to fight, they 
fought. It did not take much to start a fight . 
They fought in the bar rooms and in the 
street. They used no clubs or other 
weapons, just their fists . They did such 
good work with them it kept Dr. McLaren 
pretty busy patching up cuts and bruises. 

When the Royal party arrived in Mon
treal , they learned of the trouble at Lan
caster. The Duke tried to smooth it over by 
chartering a train of five or six coaches and 
inviting the Glengarrians to a free ride to 
Montreal and return. 

Reeve beside model of parliament 

Knights of Columbus 
Conseil St-Joseph Council 

No. 8715 - Lancaster 

Extend their 
best wishes 

to the 
Village of Lancaster 

on its 
Centennial 
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Our Sincerest 

CONGRATULATIONS 
To The 

VILLAGE OF LANCASTER 
On Its 

CENTENNIAL 

1931 Chrysler 

Chrysler products are part of your history 

1987 Chrysler Turbo Coupe 

AND NOW WE'RE BETTER THAN EVER 
with a 7 Year/115,000 km Warranty 

For your convenience we have opened a 
branch in Alexandria featuring a full line 
of Dodge and Chrysler Cars and Light 
Trucks, Top quality used vehicles and great 
Service. 

Service Department Open Daily 

GOLD KEY LEASING 

•~ t:J • • joodgel 

t::.l{tUE,~(ILE,W 
1

= 
DODGE-CHRYSLER LTD . 

Two Convenient Locations To Better Serve You 
439 Main St., South Alexandria 525-4760 or 347-3723 
2205 Vincent Massey Dr. Cornwall 938-1192 
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Letter to J .R. Harkness recorded progress 
Menominee, Mich. 

July 21, 1935 
Mr. J. R. Harkness, 

Dear Sir & Brother: 
Your very interesting letter of July 9th 

with the Copy of the Bylaws of Lancaster 
Lodge and the picture on the Glengarry 
Cairn received. It called to my mind the 
names of many of my old friends whom I 
had almost forgotten. I was very well ac-

quainted with Dan Sutherland. He was lear
ning the wheelwright trade when I last saw 
hime. Miss Mclain who he married was a 
very pretty little girl when he and her sister 
attended school in the Old School house in 
the old village. I was one of the school boys. 

The St. Lawrence Hotel was not built 
when I left Lancaster and I learned very lit
tle of any changes that were made after 
April 10, 1865. The hotel furnished you 
with a fine set of Lodge rooms so that was 
all right. I wonder if the village called North 
Lancaster is the place called by the Curry 
Hill folks "Donald Alick's Comer"? His 
general store was on the comer of the 
King's road and the 2nd Concession Road . 
It was a small settlement when I lived at 
Curry Hill. There was John See Wagon 
maker- Donald Morrison Blacksmith
William Helps Weaver-and Mr. Crawford 
Shoemaker. There were two churches, the 
Presbyterian Church and what they called 
the Free Church . 

I was very well acquainted with your un
cle John M . Ross and his wife when she was 
Miss Elexina Edgar. They were not mar-

ried when I left Lancaster. I met your father 
Dr. Harkness quite often and I met your 
mother I think before he did . 

And this is how it was. Mr. Thomas Scott 
Blacksmith and one of the early settlers 
owned a farm about two miles down the 
Front road on which he built his dwelling, 
barn and outhouses , and opposite the dwell
ing on the south side of the road was his 
blacksmith shop. His family consisted of his 
wife, three sons and two daughters . Thomas 
Jr. the oldest son was away from home tak
ing care of himself. The two daughters 
came next , then the two sons George and 
William. George was about 17 and and 
William 14. 

Our family occupied a house a short 
distance east of the Scott dwelling on the 
south side of the road . As my brother 
William and I were about the same age as 
George and Billie Scott we became great 
friends and nothing suited my brother and 
I better than to pitch in and help the Scott 
boys with their work. About a mile east on 
the comer of the Front road and the King 's 
road was the farm of Murdoch Ross, and 
the Scotts and Rosses being very good 
friends they visited each other quite often. 

Janet often stayed for a week in haying 
and harvesting time and when she was there 
she made things lively, she sure did , she 
wasn't still a minute. The Scott girls being 
older than Janet she preferred to romp with 
us boys. I heard Mrs . Scott say one day that 
girl is as wild as a hawk and I am afraid 
she will break her neck some day. She us
ed to come over to our house and chat with 
my mother. And how we all missed her 

CURRY HILL LUMBER 
and Building Supplies 

Wishes lo lake this opportunity 

TO CONGRATULATE 

LANCASTER VILLAGE 
unitotbJ ...-ON ITS I 00th BIRTHDAY 

Hwy. 2 Bainsville 

4 miles East of Lancaster 

347-2401 

Farm 
Market 

Wishes to 
Congratulate 

Lancaster 
on its 

100th Birthday 

D~n't forget • 
strawberry 

season has arrived 
347-2707 

when she went home. I think that she was 
about 15 or 16 years old at that time. We 
moved from the house on the front road to 
a house on the east bank of Sutherlands 
Creek at the North end of the Ross farm 
where the railroad crosses the creek. I got 
the job of clerk in Donald Stewart's store 
and did not see your mother again for 
several years and then she was Mrs. Dr. 
Harkness. 

I remember the flurry caused by the 
return of John (Cariboo) Cameron. I never 
heard how great his fortune was. He was 
a tall fine looking man and must have been 
good hearted as he purchased the farm 
known as the Grand Trunk Farm and gave 
it to his brother Sandy. His sister Mary was 
a beautiful girl and was by her friends call
ed Queen Mary . John gave her a golden 
belt, not a plated one but made of 15 karat 
jeweller's gold , and the buckle was studd
ed with several diamonds . It was about 
1 112 inches wide. 

It is as you say, the old Scotch stock are 
vanishing and being replaced by the French . 
Mr. Duncan McLaren of Curry Hill and I 
have corresponded for many years and he 
writes that there are but few of the Curries 
left, that the French and Irish are buying 
the farms and settling on them. A good 
many of the Glengarry boys came up here 
on the upper Peninsula and did well. 

But I am going back to the old village 
again for somehow I like to talk about it. 
I have gone over to the Cairn Island in a 
canoe with some of the village boys ·and I 
have listened to sermons preached by the 
Rev. A. Mcphurson in the old church near 

the lake. He preached a sermon in English 
in the a.m. and one in Gaelic in the p.m. 

I attended school in the old school house 
and of course knew all my school mates, 
and here they are, what I remember of them 
and I will name them just as we called each 
other. Of the boys there were Johnny, Billie 
and Sandy McEdwards , Duncki Roy 
McPherson, John Angus McPherson, 
Johnny Maxwel , Alick Bathune, Jim, Rob 
and John Sangster, Robinson McDonald, 
Alick, Drummond and Joe McPherson, 
sons of the Rev . A. McPherson, Robbie 
Gillispie, Ranald McDugal, Archie Stewart, 
and there were several from Muddy Bay 
across the Black River Bridge and Dunckie 
McNichol, I almost forgot him. Then of the 
girls there were Eliza McPherson and sister 
Maggie and Jennie McNichol , Barbara and 
Jenny Ross, Bella Duncan McPherson, 
Mary Stewart, the two daughters of John 
McLain the blacksmith . 

You will find lots of mistakes in this let
ter but you may make out what I am driv
ing at. As I have passed my 92nd birthday 
I find some trouble in keeping my mind and 
my fingers running together. Of all the old 
friends and acquaintances of old there re
main but two: Miss Margret McLeod of 
South Lancaster and Mr. Duncan McLaren 
of Curry Hill. It is a pleasure to me to know 
that there is a friend and Brother in Lan
caster and that we might find something 
about which to write now and again . So 
thanking you for your kindness in writing 
to me I will say goodbye. 

Yours fraternally, 
W. M. Sutherland 

Happy Birthday 
Lancaster 

Thanks for your support. 

RozoN 
INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. 

• 
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Our Sincere Best Wishes To The 

VILLAGE of LANCASTER 
During Its 

CENTENNIAL. YEAR 
We Are Proud To Be The Home Of 

Pontiac, Buick, Cadillac and GM C Trucks 

In Glengarry 

AND OUR SERVICE IS SECOND TO NONE! 

For all your motoring needs, see the lady and the boys at . . . 

I 
THE 
PRESIDENT'S 

TRIPLEl;r 
Ii.I YOUR TRIPLE CROWN 
~ WINNING DEALER 

Breen Valley, Ont . 

, 

GARAGE (Green Valley) LTD. 

We treat you f!gf.JJ.lly 

PONTIAC 
BUICK 

GMC Trucks 

525-2300 
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The founding of the Village of Lancaster 
by Eileen Fourney 
· The Village of Lancaster received its 
name from Squire William Falkner, who 
had formerly owned good land in the 
Mohawk Valley . This land was confiscated 
by the victorious Colonists. The British 
Crown , however , because of his loyal ser
vice, granted him thousands of acres of land 
in Upper Canada. He named the entire com
munity ''Lancaster'' after the English home 
from which the family had originally come. 

John and James Dunlop purchased land 
from Squire Falkner in 1818. These 
Dunlops we.i:_e the grandfather and grand
uncle of William Dunlop . They were the 
first storekeepers in Eastern Ontario. They 
bought all their goods in the Old Country 
and used Durham boats to bring their mer
chandise up the river St. Lawrence. 

In winter many sleighs, between 15 and 
20, would get together and form "trains" 
to go to Montreal carrying pork, beef, but
ter, etc ., then return with loads of sugar, 
tea and tobacco. 

The Grand Trunk Railway was built 
through Glengarry in 1854. That marked 
the beginning of the days of the ''Depot,'' 
as it became known in the early days. The 
''Depot,'' or Lancaster station, soon 
became a busy, thriving place, partly 
because Alexandria as yet had no railway. 
Teams loaded with all sorts of merchandise 
were constantly passing up and down the 
Military Highway, in spite of mud and snow 
as the seasons passed. A stage also ran dai
ly between Alexandria and Lancaster. 

Stores were opened by the Sandfield 

Macdonalds and Donald McNaughton who 
already had stores in South Lancaster. Duff 
LeClair's store was also another emporium 
which bought ashes. 

One of the oldest established businesses 
was that of Neil McGillis, started in 1866. 
From a small beginning it grew to be one 
of the most flourishing business houses in 
Glengarry County. Mr. McGillis' two sons, 
William N. and James, were associated with 
him. They dealt extensively in groceries, 
crockery , glassware and fancy china. 

They also operated a headquarters for 
stoves, ranges, blacksmith supplies, farm 
implements and harness. On the side of their 
store was the "Tin shop" which contracted 
for roofing , etc. Mr. McGillis senior was 
reeve of Lancaster and a county councillor. 
William was a member of village council . 

Among the most enterprising and public
spirited men of Lancaster Village was 
William Brady , a dealer in carriages, 
pianos, organs and such. Mr. Brady came 
to Lancaster from Huntingdon, Que., about 
1895. He was agent for the McLaughlin 
Carriage Co. of Oshawa and also agent for 
New Williams and Raymond sewing 
machines. His store and showrooms were 
in the McBain block next to the public 
library . He also was a member of village 
council . 

There was a foundry situated on Oak 
Street and operated by Arthur Stafford . As 
well as the foundry , there were many 
blacksmith shops in various locations 
throughout the town in those early years. 

The Masonic Lodge opened above the 

Merchant's Bank in 1868. In 1912 it mov
ed to its present site on the southeast cor
ner of Maple and South Terrace Streets, 
formerly the site of an hotel. 

Another early institution was the Mer
chant's Bank on the west side of Main 
Street. On April 26, 1905, four burglars 
broke in and attacked the teller , Hermann 
Von Metzke. Although Von Metzke was 
badly beaten, he managed to kill one and 
put the others to flight. Mr. Von Metzke 
was rewarded with a present of $1 ,000 and 
a six-month holiday . The burglar was 
buried in the " Burglar Plot" in St. An
drew's Cemetery, South Lancaster. 

Another gentleman must be mentioned, 
namely Alex D. McDonell , postmaster 
from 1906 to 1922. He was always helping 
people and was the chief means of sending 
messages and receiving them. His sister, 
Lizzie McDonell , organized a Sunday 
school and for many years he was the 
superintendent. 

After Mr. McDonell , Clement Whyte 
became the bearer of messages, as he was 
the stationmaster for many years , operating 
the telegraph, sending and receiving 
telegrams at the station. 

Another man of note was Mr. Leger, who 
operated a general store on Main Street. He 
came from across the river in Quebec, as 
he wished his sons to learn English. One 
of these sons later became Governor 
General Jules Leger, while another grew to 
become Cardinal Leger, two of Canada's 
most distinguished gentlemen. 

Rod C. McDougall operated a gen~ral 

store on the east side of Main Street. This 
was a flourishing business. His son Robert 
a1.d daughter Ella later operated this store. 

D. P. J. Tobin and A. D. McDonell, both 
native Glengarrians, bought out the firm of 
John McMillan, and opened business in the 
Tobin Block on Main Street. They carried 
the best of groceries, dry goods, boots and 
shoes. Mr. Tobin was a member of village 
council for several years . 

The first child to be born in "Upper Lan
caster" was Elizabeth Tobin, daughter of 
Angus Tobin. She was later to become Mrs. 
A. D. McDonald and live in Winnipeg . 

Many also fondly remember Nicholson' s 
Ice Cream Parlor, situated south of the 
railway on the west side of Main Street. 

John A. McArthur 's furniture house on 
the southeast side of Main Street was 
another establishment which would be a 
credit to a much larger town. Mr. McAr
thur in 1912 succeeded the late William 
Henderson in the furniture and undertaking 
business. He was also well known 
throughout Eastern Ontario as a breeder of 
standard-bred carriage horses and Ayrshire 
cattle, which he raised on his farm east of 
the village. This farm is still in the McAr
thur name. 

George R. Duvall was a liveryman and 
marble dealer, who in 1910 opened a 
business on Terrace Street. He was former
ly of Farran's Point. 

D. A. Kennedy was known all over 
Glengarry as a watchmaker and jeweller. 
He located in Lancaster in 1915. He car

(Continued on Page 13) 

HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY 
to the 

VILLAGE OF LANCASTER 
We Wish You The Greatest Success During Your 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS 
May your next century be as progressive as the last 

Best wishes from the citizens of the Township of Lancaster 
REEVE: Bernie McDonell DEPUIY-REEVE: Charles H. Sangster 

COUNCILLORS: Roger Brazeau; Richard Vaillancourt; Roch Major 
and all the 

Office and Roads Staff 

• 
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Angus and Mulvina MacDougal 

Sheep caused terror 
Lancaster is one of the front townships 

of Glengarry and therefore its traditions are 
associated with the mighty t. Lawrence to 
a greater extent than other districts or 
townships in the county. 

During the long months of the Fenian 
Raid troubles, gun boats patrolled up and 
down the river saluting each other by the 
firing of guns. This intermittent shooting 
had the people living along the shore in a 
state of frenzy, constantly afraid of being 
taken unaware and unprepared for flight in 
the dead of the night. 

All along the frontier, the danger of in
vasion was imminent as the Fenians were 
assembling at all points with definite objects 
in view. While the land forces were ar
duously performing their duties, countless 
gun boats were employed in patrolling the 
river. 

One dark night, a heavy fog hung over 
the little harbor . The outlines of a vessel ap
proaching the wharf were discerned by a 
few watchers and an alarm was sounded. 

Shortly afterwards, a great noise , 
resembling the tramping of men up and 
down the wharf, was heard. Word went out 
the Fenians had landed and entrenched 
themselves in the warehouse . This was the 
signal for the villagers to leave their homes 
and seek safety in the nearby forest. 

The tramping noise in the warehouse con
tinued throughout the night but, to the great 
surprise of the frightened villagers , no at
tempt was made by the supposed invaders 
to ransack the village or follow the in-

habitants into the bush. 
The next morning, one of the inhabitants 

summoned enough courage to go down and 
peek through a crack in the warehouse. 
What he saw was nothing more or less than 
a flock of sheep pacing restlessly to and fro. 

It seems a cargo of sheep had been ex
pected the previous afternoon, but the vessel 
had been delayed by the dense fog. Finding 
nobody there to receive the cargo, the 
boatmen had simply dumped the sheep in
to the warehouse and gone about their 
business . 

This news brought instant and great relief 
to the minds of the terror-stricken villagers. 

Best Wishes 
to the 

Village of Lancaster 
on its 

100th Birthday 
from 

J THE 

BOOTIQUE 
25 Main St. S., Alexandria 

525-2934 

Best Wishes To The Village Of 

LANCASTER 
On Its Centennial 

MAC'S MARINA Ltd. 
A. A. (Pete) BONNEVILLE, Prop. 

613-347-2788 
2 MILES WEST OF 

LANCASTER ON HWY. No. 2 
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Best Wishes To The 
VILLAGE OF LANCASTER 

on its 

100th BIRTHDAY 

Lincoln Town Car 

We're Proud To Be Your 
FORD - MERCURY - LINCOLN 

Dealership in Glengarry 

Ford Taurus Wagon 

Visit us for all your motoring needs . . . 

We're Happy To Serve You! 

See you soon 

Have You Heard About 
Our New, Expanded 

PARTS DEPARTMENT 
~ Spel'ializing in Parts for 

IIE,\ n TRL'CKS and BOD\' SHOPS'! 

FORD - MERCURY 
ALEXANDRIA, ONT. 

Where You, The Customer, Are Always No. 1 
11\\\ . J-1 . "-touth \h:,andria :i.!:i-.\7t,O or .\~ 7-.'7XO 
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The Smithfield Recreation Hall officially 
opened June 21, 1986 by local dignitaries 
by Joanne Stevenson 

LANCASTER- The Smithfield Recrea
tion Hall was opened with an official 
ribbon-cutting ceremony June 21 , 1986 at 
4 p.m. at the site. 

Don Boudria , MP for Glengarry
Prescott-Russell, Noble Villeneuve, MPP 
for SD&G, Reeve Bernie McDonell of 
neighboring Lancaster township and On
tario Quality T .E.E.N. Queen Natalie 
Lapierre joined village reeye Milton Mac
Donald and members of village council and 
the recreation committee on this special 
occasion. ' 

At the same time, the winner was an
nounced for the "Name the Hall" contest. 
Jacques Legault's entry of " Smithfield" 
won. 

In announcing the name of the facility, 
Recreation Committee Chairman Dennis 
Lapierre noted the name was associated 
''with tradition and memories of fun 
times." The audience applauded approval 
of the choice. 

In earlier days, Smith's fields, where the 
Lancaster Medical Centre now stands, was 
the site of the baseball field for the village. 

Mr. Lapierre thanked members of the 
recreation committee, naming Diane Chre
tien, Vince Leroux, Paul Owens, coun
cillors Ron Sinnott and Jennifer Charbon
neau . He also expressed thanks for the help 

Best W 'ishes 

Lancaster 

given by the local Royal Canadian Legion 
branch and the fire department . 

MP Don Boudria praised the spirit of 
volunteerism still alive in smaller 
communities. 

" Volunteerism has disappeared in large 
metropolitan areas. This could never have 
been done in a city 100 times this size,'' 
he said. 

MPP Noble Villeneuve saw the new 
facility as a way to involve youth in pro
ductive recreational activities and perhaps 
to prevent some youth from getting into 
trouble. 

Interviewed later, Reeve MacDonald 
spoke about the role of Smith 's fields in the 
village's past. 

Jimmy Smith, he said, used to farm on 
the northwest outskirts of the village in the 
1930's and 1940's. 

In the mid-1940's, Mr. Smith gave up 
farming and the municipality took over his 
property. It was converted into a ball field 
and used by the viIJagers until the mid
l 960's. 

Baseball games were held and even the 
occasional circus pitched its tent there. 

The Lancaster Medical Centre was built 
on the site of Smith's fields and the recrea
tion facilities were moved to their present 
ite, at the northern tip of Lancaster. 

Smithfield Hall now proudly dominates this 
location. 

on your 100th Birthday 

from all of us at 
Alain's Hair Crafters 

ljw~~~ 
117 Main St.. Lancaster 

Tel. 347-3471 

,.,.s~ ·-c~ " - ·- , . ' ··:, 
) .,. I= _~-:;- - , ~, ~'-"'"!!",:a.,r?:I....__,,< 

\.' ~- .. . 

347-2237 

arden Centre 

Wishes to Congratulate 
Lancaster Village on its 

100th Birthday 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Hwy. 2 

(!I; , •• 

.. W•i;:., •. 
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: _; 

® 
.. . 

. 
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Curry Hill, Ont. 

.-, 
.. , 
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Smithfield Recreation Hall 

Best Wishes 
on 

Your Centennial 
LANCASTER 

Stop 
The 

• ,n 

Village Pantry 
and enjoy a 

complimentary 

Coffee Break 
Sat., July 4 
Main St., South Lancaster 

347-2065 

to 

·• 
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LANCASTER CENTENNIAL 

A century ago, Lancaster was 

incorporated as a village hav
ing grown up around the 
Grand Trunk railroad line. 

IT'·S OUR 100th BIRTHDAY 

Co111e Celebrate With Us! 

Friday, July 3 until Sunday, July 5 

We're Looking Forward To Seeing You 

YOU'RE ALWAYS WELCOME IN LANCASTER 
Lancaster Centennial Committee 

VILLAGE OF LANCASTER 
REEVE: Milton MacDonald COUNCILLORS: Janette Abbey, 

Jennifer Charbonneau, Ron Sinnott, Denise McClements 

Clerk/Treasurer: Ian MacDonald 
Town foreman: Jacques Lapierre 

Temp. Clerk: Frances MacDonald 
Asst. foreman: Roger Lapierre 
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Lancaster Village invaded by perch logo 
60years after man sells local version of hot dog 
by A. D. Harkness (April 25, 1984) 

The Lancaster perch have invaded the 
village this year. No longer content to live 
peacefully in the water or supply fishermen 
with a tasty catch, the perch can be seen on 
centennial plaques and featured prominently 
on the centennial crests adorning most com
memorative souvenirs. 

Those new to the area may wonder how 
the Lancaster perch became so famous and 
at the role fishing played in the community. 

An appreciation of the significance of the 
perch will lead to an understanding of its 
place of honor as a centennial symbol for 
Lanca~ter. 

About the mid 1920's a young man nam
ed Jack MacPherson had an idea which 
sparked an enterprise that has produced a 
living for many local families and extra 
spending money for many more people in 
the area. 

Jack MacPherson converted a small gas 
station in South Lancaster, (where Were
ly 's Esso station now exists), which he call
ed Jack 's Place and instead of the then 
popular Hot Dog he started erving Fish 
Mulligan or Fish Rolls , using the hot dog 
rolls with fish in place of weiners. As it was 
necessary to have bone free fish to make the 
mulligan and as perch were the most 
satisfactory and tasty fish for this purpose 
the start of perch fillets was born. 

Jack 's father , Duncan J . (Dunc) Mac
Pherson, (son of the late D. M. MacPher-

son, the Glengarry Cheese King) commenc
ed providing the fish for Jack's Place. He 
had lost some fingers in an accident in the 
old cheese box factory which had been 
located on the West bank of the Raisin River 
just north of No. 2 Highway, so Dunc Mac
Pherson developed a gadget made by using 
a bottle and special knives which enabled 
him to fillet the perch. Others in the area 
afso used this gadget but as the demand for 
perch fillets grew other methods were 
developed that were much faster , enabling 
the local fishermen to keep up with the 
demand. 

Mrs. MacPherson (nee Mabel Aitken) , 
was an excellent cook and she developed a 
special fish sauce to put on the fish in the 
fish rolls . This was her secret recipe and 
was only given to employees of Jack's Place 
who were sworn to secrecy. This sauce is 
still being made by a few of the oldtimers 
who religiously guard the secrecy of the 
recipe and will not divulge it. Many imita
tions are made but they do not duplicate 
Mrs. MacPherson 's original. 

As the popularity of fish rolls or fish 
mulligan grew and Jack's Place became a 
popular stopping place for travellers on Old 
No. 1 Highway , Dunc MacPherson could 
not keep up with the demand for perch 
fillets which resulted in many of the local 
families fishing perch to supply Jack's 
Place. 

Jack was an ambitious young man. He 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Village of Lancaster 

on your 

100th Anniversary 
We are proud to be part of your history 

MENARD 
FARM SUPPLIES 

CHAR-LAN 
SANITATION 

Andre Seguin. Prop. Andre Seguin 

Green Valley 525-2190 

CONGRATULATIONS 
And Our Very Best Wishes 

To The VILLAGE of LANCASTER 
During Your Centennial Celebrations 

Chambre de Commerce 
ALEXANDRIA & DISTRICT 

Chamber of Commerce 

decided after a few years that he would not 
continue operating Jack 's Place for the rest 
of his life so he turned the operation over 
to his father, Dunc MacPherson. Jack went 
to Montreal and obtained employment with 
a stock broker where he did very well. As 
he still came home for weekends he started 
taking perch fillets back with him to Mon
treal with the result that the demand for 
perch fillets increased rapidly . The local 
fishermen also saw an opportunity and had 
perch fillets available for sale locally. The 

Lancaster Perch, one of the most tasty pan 
fish , gained popularity and now practically 
every restaurant within miles of Lancaster 
has Lancaster Perch on its menu as either 
a Perch Platter or as Fish Rolls . 

After Jack's Place was sold by Dunc 
MacPherson it changed hands several times 
and finally it was destroyed by fire about 
1955 and was never rebuilt. By that time 
the reputation of Lancaster Perch was so 
well established and so widespread that it 
needed no further boosting . 

Lancaster OPP detachment 

LANCASTER'S 
100th 

30 to soarr 
ALL CLOTHING 

Also extra special 
bargain rack 

TERRY'S 
DRESS SHOP 
'Thank you to s/1 our culfomerg 

115 Main St. , Lancaster 
347-7215 

... 
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The founding of the Village of Lancaster . • • 

(Continued from Page 6) 
ried a fine stock of optical goods, watches, 
jewellery and silverware. 

W. J. Scott was a native Glengarrian. He 
started business in Lancaster in 1891 as· a 
carriagemaker and dealer in carriages, 
sleighs, cutters, harness and saddlery. He 
also dealt considerably in pianos and 
organs. His store was on north Main Street 
and contained large showrooms, repair 
shops and painting rooms. 

Thomas Ross , a descendant of the UEL's, 
had a small store on the west side of Main 
Street south of Oak Street, in the 1920's. 

Aubry's Store stood for many years on 
the west side of Main Street, next to the 
railway track. This was a general store and 
a flourishing business. The proprietor was 
Theodule Aubry . 

, A bakery operated by John Caron stood 
a short distance north of the public library. 
After the fire, James Dufresne operated a 
grocery store near the same location. 

There were the butcher shops operated by 
Messrs . Oliver and Henry Bougie on South 
Terrace and one run by Mr. Hebert on Main 
Street, on the east side. These stores were 
of more recent vintage, as was the fine store 
of McLean and Sutherland, which was on 
the same site as the former McDougall 
store. 

The first telephone office was sandwich
ed betweend the stores about the central east 
side of Main Street. This office burned in 
the fire of 1935. 

Then, too , there was a drug store, 
operated by the Bolsters, Arthur Powell , 

and finally the Gambles . After the druggist, 
Mr. Gamble, moved away, the two Gam
ble sisters operated the store, assisted by 
their niece, Mona Gamble. 

Roger MacLachlan also ran a thriving 
business on the east side of Main Street, 
south of the railway tracks, selling hard
ware, dry goods, etc. Mr. MacLachlan was 
reeve of Lancaster and warden of the three 
United Counties. During his term as warden 
the St. Lawrence Sanatorium was built. 

In more recent times Lancaster boasted 
many good hockey players-Stuart McGillis 
was widely known, Burt and Clarence 
White, the Dufresnes , John McLaren, 
Lloyd and Milton MacDonald and many 
others. Some played for the Lancaster 
Dodgers. 

Lancaster's Public Library is one of Lan
caster's landmarks, situated on the northeast 
corner of Duncan and Main Streets . The 
property was made available to the Village 
of Lancaster for the use of the people of 
Lancaster in 1883. 

In 1902 the library building was con
structedd at a cost of approximately $2,000. 
John D. Ross first donated $1,000. When 
this did not prove sufficient, he was again 
approached. Before giving more money he 
asked to see the plans. When he realized the 
plans called for a hall over the library, he 
wrote back and told them he could not take 
the bread out of his sister's mouth as she 
was at that time operatingd McRae's Hotel 
and Hall. After some time they changed the 
plans, leaving off the hall. Mr. Ross then 
sent them a cheque for $1,000 to finish the 

r,:--, RESTAURANT & PUB ALEXANDRIA. ONT. 
TEL: 613-525-4131 

Congratulations to the Village of Eancaster 
on its 100th 'Birthoay 

May the years ahead continue to be joef ul ano prosperous. 

HAPPY 
CENTENNIAL 

VILLAGE of LANCASTER 
Have a wonderful 100th Year 

THE VILLAGE 
of 

MAXVILLE 

building. 
Through the years the following doctors 

practiced in Lancaster-Dr. Alexander 
Falkner, Dr. Andrew Harkness , Dr . 
McLaren Sr., and his son, Dr. T . 0. 
McLaren, Dr. Lingard, Dr. A. B. Peachey, 
Dr. Haight, Dr. P. A. Tidman and Dr. 
Donal F. Conway. There may have been 
others who stayed only a short time . 

The first newspaper in Glengarry was 
printed in Lancaster on Dec. 24, 1880. The 
editor was J. C. McNeil from Nova Scotia. 
This paper came into being through dona
tions from D. M. McPherson, James 
Raeside, Neil McGillis, and Alex Glennie. 
A total of $350 was realized. In 1882 the 
paper folded and was sold by the sheriff. 
It was revived briefly in 1883 but folded 
again . 

There was but one lawyer in Lancaster 
until recently . This man was William 
Stewart, son of Ronald Stewart. Mr. 
Stewart opened a law office in Lancaster in 
1894. About the time Mr. Stewart was to 
graduate from university with a BA degree 
he was blinded by smallpox . A few years 
later he decided to enter law school, despite 
his handicap, and was admitted to the Bar 
in 1890. 

There were three churches in Lancaster, 
the Methodist Church, the Knox Church, 
and St. Joseph's Church. 

Knox Church had its beginnings in Zion 
Church which was built in 1858 in South 
Lancaster. This was the Free Church and 
much disapproved of by the Old Kirk of 
Scotland . 

In 1875 the four Presbyterian Churches 
in the Dominion of Canada united to form 
"The Presbyterian Church of Canada." 
The Free Church joined the union , but the 
Old Kirk split on the issue. Many families 
left the old stone church and joined the Free 
Church, now known as the United Church 
of Lancaster of the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada. 

The congregation soon decided to change 
the name to Knox Church and to build a 
church in Lancaster Village . The bricks of 
Zion Church were used for the new 
building. The property in South Lancaster 
was sold, with the understanding that half 
the proceeds would go to the Curry Hill part 
if they ever decided to build a manse of their 
own. An acre of land was purchased from 
Kenneth Ross for the church building. 

Knox Church was dedicated on Dec . 25, 
1876 by Rev. Robert Campbell D.D. , of 
Montreal, Quebec . The building cost about 
$8,000. 

In 1877 a house was purchased from John 
McLean for a sum of $2,400 for a manse. 
This house was situated on the northwest 
corner of Oak and Elm Streets . Rev . 
Donald Ross, formerly of Dundee, Quebec, 
was the first minister of Knox Church . He 
had originally been minister of Zion 
Church . 

The original St. Joseph Church, accor
ding to the plaque on the north side, was 
built in 1876. Until January of 1904 St. 
Joseph's was a mission of St. Mary's 
Church, Williamstown. 

RESTAURANT 
MA ~shes Lancaster 
~ ~ Happy Birthday 

II 
-Air Conditioned 
- Lots of Parking 

Lancaster Village 

229 Main St. North 

Take-out orders 

347-3920 

Full Course Meals 

BUSINESS HOURS 

Mon. to Thurs., 
Fri . & Sat., 
Sunday, 

8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. to midnight 

9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
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Roots traced back to 1763 

The founding and 
early settlement of 
Lancaster Village 

Lancaster village, also known as Lan
caster Depot , Lancaster Station, Upper 

, Village or New Lancaster, is located on Lot 
38, Concession I, about a half-mile north 
of Lake St. Francis . 

Although the village is celebrating its 
100th birthday this year, the founding and 
settlement of the area occurred much 
earlier. For more than 100 years, the village 
had been described as the gateway to 
Glengarry because it was a centre for 
transportation. 

The village was first settled in 1784. 
Folklore reveals a trading post existed in 
South Lanca ter even before 1763. 

Squire William Falkner, an agent for Sir 
John Johnson , named the area Lancaster 
after theJast place in England in which the 
family bad lived . 

In the late 18th century, Loyalists from 
the Mohawk Valley in New York, and 
disbanded English soldiers who had fought 
in the American Revolution , settled in 
Glengarry. Few settled in Lancaster at the 
time because the land was considered less 
desirable and had not yet been surveyed. 

Later, English officers , among them 
Lieutenants W . Sutherland and McFall and 
Captain Morrison , were granted land in 
Lancaster . 

In the early 1800's, Scottish Highlanders 
arrived in Glengarry , attracted by its 
already strong Scottish flavor. 

In 1840, the Miljtary Road , Hwy . 34 
through the village, was surveyed as a 
defence project to protect the area from 
American attack. 

MacLeod's Garage fire - 1936 

Ameublements et Ungerie pour dames 

LALONDE'S 
ladies Wear and Furniture Store 

wish the 

Village of Lancaster 
a 

Happy 100th Birthday 
Congratulations! 

Roch and Madeleine Major 

24-26 Main St. S. Alexandria 525-3162 

.. ' 
The Glengarry News, Alexandria, Ont. 

Lancaster, a great place to live 
Rev. N. F. Sharkey 

(first president of Lancaster legion) 

Best wishes to the 

Village of Lancaster 
on its 

100th Birthday 
May your next 100 years be 

as joyous and successful 

PROPHOTO LAB 

MINOLTA 

" Quality photo finish ing" 

421 Main St., South 
· Alexandria 

525-4952 [],

hour 
processing 
available 

ALEXANDRIA 
LANCASTER 
CASSELMAN 
INGLESIDE 

525-1736 
347-3296 
764-3340 
537-8303 

HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY 
to the 

Village of Lancaster 
We're proud to be a part of the 
Lancaster business community 

from 

The Theorets 
Renald, Monique, Luc, Andre, Anik and Christine 

and a_ll our staff 
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Lancaster produced many winning teams 
by Angus H. McDonell 

Although the community leaders of Lan
caster petitioned to be incorporated as a 
village 100 years ago, October 19, 1887, 
literally the cornerstone of Glengarry's 
sport history was laid in Lancaster some 50 
years earlier. The launching was a page out 
of history dating back to the reign of 
Scotland's King Malcolm Canmore in the 
11th century and the Young Pretender, Bon
nie Prince Charlie, in the 1700s. 

A century later, 1837, history repeated 
itself in the fledgling clearances known as 
Glengarry. This was the new home of Scot
tish settlers who had emigrated from the 
Highlands and the Mohawk Valley as a 
result of the English decree following the 
battle of Culloden and the American 
Revolution when they were forbidden to 
assemble at such as the Highland Games, 
wear the kilt and play the bagpipes. 

1h 1840 the Rebellion was history and the 
British government brought in the Act of 
Union, Lt. Col. Carmichael gathered his 
loyal soldier athletes and in his farewell 
message organized a Highland Games field 
day to be held June 30. 

Lancaster continued to be at least indirect
ly a part of the first Highland Games in 
Williamstown. In 1855 the Grand Trunk 
Railway linked Montreal , Cornwall and 
Brockville. Excursion rates prevailed from 
those points to Lancaster for those wishing 
to attend the Games in Williamstown. 

Lacrosse became the favorite summer 
sport. Oldtimers long gone relished in 

recalling Lancaster gutted stick duels with 
Williamstown. Among the stalwart players 
were Jim and Bill MacGillis, father and un
cle of another great Lancaster athlete and 
sportsman, "Buster" McGillis . 

Nearing the turn of the century Lan
caster's Stuart Rayside was among the top 
athletes attending Queen 's University, 
Kingston . Rayside played football with 
Queen's Dominion champions (Grey Cup 
now) in 1899, Ottawa Rough Riders 1900 
and Montreal , 1901. We don ' t recall any 
football player in Canada who has played 
with three consecutive Dominion Champion 
teams like Rayside. 

Lancaster, September 24, 1908, was 
again in the limelight. The hotel was the 
starting point of the historic marathon to 
Williamstown Fair featuring young Bill Cat
tanach matching strides with the famed Tom 
Longboat. 

World War One, 1914- 18, disrupted 
sport activities in Lancaster as it did 
throughout Glengarry . 

In the early 1920s, hockey in general was 
reorganized and Lancaster was a member 
of the Glengarry League with Williamstown 
and Alexandria. Stuart " Buster" McGillis 
was Lancaster 's leader on and off the ice. 
His stellar play attracted the NHL Montreal 
Maroons . " Buster" considered their deal 
but he settled for a player-coach contract in 
Lake Placid . Without him , Lancaster lost 
their main offence and defence power. 

In 1952, due to the fire that destroyed 
Glengarry Gardens , Lancaster won the 

Congratulations on the 

100th BIRTHDAY 
of the 

Village of Lancaster 
Best wishes for the future! 

Township of 
Charlottenburgh 

Reeve: Morgan Major 
Deputy Reeve: Robert Roth 

Councillors: Carolann Ross, Larry Gordon, Paul Rozon 
and staff 

Congratulations to the 

VILLAGE OF LANCASTER 
on its 

100th BIRTHDAY 

Township of Lochiel 
Reeve: J. Ron MacDonell 

Deputy Reeve: Alex McDonald 
Councillors: Jean L. Larocque, George Fulton , 

Maurice Montpetit 
and staff 

playoff series with Alexandria Gems at 
Maxville Jubilee Rink . During the next 
eight years , Lancaster was annually in the 
playoffs winning a share of the 
championships . 

In 1958, the name Dodgers replaced 
Rainbows and banner years followed . 

One of note was 1960 when Dodgers 
eliminated Williamstown and V ankleek Hill 
winning the Schenley Trophy , Border 
League and The Glengarry News Cup. A 
victory banquet was held at the St. Zotique 
Golf Club with upwards of 150 fans atten
ding . Bill Cumming managed Dodgers in 
the final era of intermediate hockey . 

Two years later, 1962, Lancaster achiev
ed another major objective in the realm of 
sport by the founding of the Curling Club. 

A resume of Lancaster's illustrious sport 
history is enriched by the enshrinement of 
four noteworthy athletes in the Glengarry 
Sports Hall of Fame. They are: Stuart 
Rayside, one of Canada's all-time great 
football players, his nephew and namesake 
Stuart " Buster" McGillis , a skilled 
journeyman in hockey , bobsledding (U.S.) 
and curling; Pete Bonneville, pro lacrosse 
and hockey player and " Terry " (Hebert) 
Forsythe rated among Ontario 's luminaries 
in basketball . 

Best Wishes Lancaster 
from 

Glengarry Dairy Ltd. 
Milk & Ice Cream 

Products 

Box 152, Lancaster, Ont. Tel.:347-2468 

® 
Shell 

ST. PIERRE GARAGE 

103 Miittry Rd., 

Pat St. Pierre •• Staff 
Wish to 

CONGRATULATE 
THE VILLAGE OF 

LANCASTER 
ON ITS 

CENTENNIAL 
347-2038 

lllllllllllr J 
AUTOPRO ... 

Soutli Lancaster 
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100 or 200 years 
Lancaster loves a party 

As citizens stroll along Main Street in 
period costume, any passerby might right
ly suffer a twinge of deja-vu. One could not 
blame the poor soul for wondering if his 
memory is trifling with him or has he in
deed seen this occur before? 

During Homecoming Weekend early this 
July , village residents will be sporting 
period costume as part of Lancaster's 100th 
birthday celebrations . 

Three years earlier, in late June 1984, 
these same residents donned traditional at
tire to say ''Happy 200th birthday , 
Ontario." 

And it was a grand birthday party. 
On Saturday , June 23 , 1984, 22 

" Loyalists ," among them many direct 
descendants of the original settlers, staged 
a m~k landing at Kirker ' s Dock in South 
Lancaster. The re-enactment included In
dians who rode alongside the settlers. 

To greet the Loyalists was William 
Faulkner, as portrayed by Eric Urquhart, 
chairman of the Bicentennial committee. He 
handed each settler a lot he had drawn . 

Throughout the day , other events charm
ed visitors , justifiably impressed with the 
Lancaster , township and village, co
operative spirit. 

An open air church service was con
ducted, bake sales, an auction, a Scottish 
variety show , a moonlight dance , 
agricultural , historical and craft displays 
kept the celebrations at an active and enter
taining level. Visitors were treated to boat 
rides from South Lancaster to Cairn Island. 

St. Andrew's Church, the village office 
and the fire hall hosted open houses. 

Credit for the rejuvenation of communi
ty pride in 1984 is due Mabel Mossop. Mrs. 
Mossop 's lifelong contribution to the Lan-

caster area was recognized later in the year 
when she was awarded the Ontario 
Bicentennial medal for outstanding 
volunteer service. 

In January 1985 , Mrs. Mossop unveiled 
a plaque erected at Falkner's Settlement to 
honor the landing of the United Empire 
Loyalists in 1784. 

Mr. Urquhart pays tribute to Mrs. 
Mossop's instrumental role in the bicenten
nial celebrations , saying, " Mabel got 
everyone going and thinking about the idea 
and the celebrations. " 

Through similar civic-mindedness and a 
spirit of sharing, this year's centennial 
celebrations in the village promise to be a 
repeat of the 1984 success. 

Residents and visitors alike will later 
recall both festivities as two great parties. 

ROY'S 
WELL DRILLING 

(Since 1955) 

DOMESTIC - INDUSTRIAL 
MUNICIPAL 
WELL DRILLERS 
ROTARY DRILL 
FO• FAST SERVICE 

Complete Line 
of 

GOULD 
Pumps 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

933-0411 
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Congratulations Village of Lancaster 
You've Stood the Test of Time 

and have a Bright Future Ahead 

The 
Revolutionary Heat Mirror 

has also stood the test of time 
Come and see them at the experts 

Vitrerie 

GREEN VALLEY 
Glass Ltd. 

Green Valley, Ont. 525-2704 
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William Dewar's blacksmith shop 

* * * Congratulations * * * 
To The Village of Lancaster 

On Its Centennial 
Best Wishes & Success 

In Their Celebrations 

Michel & Lucette Bourdeau 
Accountant & Tax Returns 
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To The 

VILLAGE OF LANCASTER 
On Its 

100th 

BIRTHDAY 
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Cardinal Leger one 
of Lancaster's 
contributions to clergy 
by Joanne Stevenson 

One of Canada's most prominent families 
spent three years as residents of Lancaster. 
Ernest and Alda Leger moved to the Lan
caster area in the spring of 1920 with sons 
Paul-Emile and Jules. 

Paul-Emile would later become a cardinal 
in the Roman Catholic Church and ar
chbisnop of Montreal . Younger brother 
Jules would go on to serve as Canada's 
Governor-General. 

These two brothers , who both rose to the 
top of their chosen vocations, lived in Lan
caster between 1920 and 1923. 

Their parents , after a brief but unsuc
cessful stint at farming three miles north of 
Lancaster, decided to return to their original 
trade as general merchants. They operated 
a store near the present site of Lancaster's 
butcher shop. 

The Legers lived in a comfortable home 
on Oak Street, which they were to sell to 
the Sisters of the Holy Cross upon their 
departure. 

The family of four enjoyed a pleasant 
work and social environment. Weekends 
were spent entertaining at home with 

neighbors, the Whites, the Bonnevilles, 
Jean-Baptiste Hebert among others. The !iv- · 
ing room would fill with song and dance. 

In 1920, Jules, then only eight years old, 
attended the local public school near South 
Lancaster. A playful boy , Jules was 
carefree and full of fun. 

Paul-Emile, nine years older than Jules, 
had to leave school due to poor health . 

The elder Leger boy searched aimlessly 
for a purpose to his life. Paul-Emile helped 
out at his father's store and sometimes join
ed the CN service crew on the railway 
tracks and assisted Mr. Larose, the electri
cian, on house calls. 

The Legers moved to St. Polycarpe in 
1923 and later permanently settled in 
Valleyfield, where Paul-Emile resumed his 
studies at its local college. 

Paul-Emile Cardinal Leger ascended to 
the top of the church hierarchy . He left the 
Montreal archdiocese to work with lepers. 
He later returned to Montreal . 

Jules Leger climbed up the ladder of suc
cess within the public service, eventually 
assuming the office of Canada's Governor
General . 

Cornwall Realty Inc. 

108 - 2nd St. W. 

131-8100 

"SHOW A SIGN OF SUCCESS" 

I would like to take this chance to express a hearty con
gratulations to all my friends and customers in the village 
of Lancaster as they celebrate their Centennial Year. 

Marjet Rogers 
Associate Broker. 

Bus. 938-8100 
Res. 347-3516 

ABATTOIR 
347-2288 

Denis Bourdeau, prop. 

Would like to extend best wishes to 
Lancaster on its very special Birthday. 
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Coming into Lancaster 

CONGRATULATIONS 

LANCASTER 

ON YOUR FIRST 100 YEARS 

We are proud to have 
served the Agricultural 

Community of Lancaster 
and Area since 19 77. 

''From The Folks At'' 
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Menard chronicles history of village • • • 
Continued from Page 3 

franc , in Ontario, the English sterling, and 
in Western Canada, the German mark. I 
have not been able to identify the currency 
used in the Maritimes . Of course, since 
1858 we have had our Canadian money. 

In 1855, the Grand Trunk Railway Com
pany came to town. This fi rst line travell
ed from Montreal to Brockville and in 1856 
it was extended to Toronto. Thus Lancaster 
gained a railway crossing and a train · 
station-the only one in the three counties . 
The station was built of quarried stone. 

For many years the train station was in 
operation 24 hou rs a day. We had a station 
master, two secretaries, two telegraph 
operators, a maintenance person for the sta
tion and two crews of five men responsible 
for track maintenance. Each crew travell
ed the train route six days a week. Every 
day , five trains went east to Montreal and 
five trains went west to Brockville/Toronto. 

-Among these passenger trains was the one 
they called the Moccasin. The train travell
ed between Brockville and Montreal from 
November 9 , 1885 to August 9, 1958. It ar
rived at 8:30 a.m. with the mail and the 
farmers from all around would come to 
meet it with their cans of milk , which they 
sent on to Montreal . The train would return 
at 8 p.m., a practical time for businessmen . 
The train was greatly missed in Lancaster. 
It had provided a good service. In 1907, the 
Grand Trunk Co . laid a second line from 
Montreal to Toronto through Lancaster. On 
September 5, 1910 the citizens petitioned 
for the railway crossing to be extended on 
the east side, for the use of pedestrians . The 
petition was granted. In 1923 the Grand 

from the Big D ipper 

Trunk Railway Company became known as 
the Canadian National Railway Company. 

Until 1955, the steam engines used soft 
Canadian coal . Then, everything changed! 
Diesel engines were introduced, . the track 
maintenance crews vanished, and then the 
station personnel were forever gone. On 
April 24, 1965 the station closed and trains 
no longer stopped in Lancaster, they only 
sped by . Shortly after, three red houses 
along the tracks were demolished as well 
as the lovely station . We were left with 
three vacant lots and, of c;ourse, a level 
railway crossing. 

Over the last 50 years, the following have 
become victim of the railway. In the winter 
of 1942, Arthur Cuerrier and his son Lionel 
collided head-on with a train when their 
horse panicked . In the late 1950's Joanne 
Campeau , granddaughter of Louis Laber , 
wandered onto the tracks while looking at 
a freight train and was hit by a train travell
ing in the other direction. In the winter of 
1962, Harry McLeod was hit while walk
ing during a storm. In the winter of 1968, 
George McCallum was also hit while walk
ing during very bad weather and in January 
1985 , Cecile Bourek was also hit while 
walking. 

I had always been intrigued as to why the 
northeast section of the village is referred 
to as Saint-Eustache. In 1884 the Jean Felix 
Dufresne family arrived and built a house 
on what today is called Wood Street. In 
1886 his two brothers followed him to Lan
caster from Saint-Eustache. Some of their 
descendants still live there . 

In 1887, the Bell Telephone Company in
stalled Lancaster's first telephone at the 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
LANCASTER! 

* 

* 
* 

* 
* 

* * * 
* 

-1( 

m ay the next century -1( 

* SPARKLE * 
* *· * )I. * * * -fc 

* * * * * 

Congra~u.dtions 
Village of Lancaster 

100th Anniversary 

* 

AGGREGATES+ CONCRETE 
We Do Our Level Best 

525-1150 1 

MacDonald store. At first , there were only 
two telephones in the village, but with time 
an office was built with a switchboard in 
1903. In 1913, services were offered on a 
24-hour-a-day basis , with many operators 
employed, including Dorothy Handy who 
worked for the company until 1936. After 
the Bell office burned down, the company 
bought some land on Oak Street and install
ed an automatic system, the first of its kind 
in the three counties. 

post office building was erected on Duncan 
Street , where it remains in operation. 

The first bank to arrive in town was the 
Merchant Bank Co. in 1903. It settled in the 
middle of Lancaster on the west side of 
Main Street, where it remained until 1922. 
The Bank of Montreal then took over and 
utilized the same accommodations until 
1956 when a new building was erected on 
the east side of the street. The bank is still 
on the same site to this date . 

Glengarry 's first post office operated out 
of MacDonald's store as of 1822. In 1903 , 
it moved to McArthur's store. In 1963 a 

On November 16, 1914, the first-airplane 
flew over our town. This was a most im
portant event. 

Village of Lancaster library - 1908 
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Menard chronicles history of village • • • 
On August 11 , 1930, the English ·airship 

R-100 (a type of dirigible) visited Canada 
and flew from Montreal to Ottawa and 
returned to St. Hubert. 

Before the village was incorporated we 
had wooden sidewalks from one town to the 
other. With the passing of time this became 
rather dangerous . In 1899, the village 
bought a loadful of three-inch planks to 
repair the sidewalk. On September 7, 1906 
the council hired a Cornwall contractor at 
$2.50 per day to lay cement sidewalks. On 
the south side of the tracks a sidewalk was 
poured on each side of the Main Street while 
on the north side of the tracks a sidewalk 
was poured only on the east side. One 
wonders why the west sidy has been 
neglected to this date . 

The first gas pump was installed in 1915 
at the corner of Main and Duncan . Two 
turns of the crank gave you a gallon of gas 
for 20 cents . The Shell Company then set 
up a second pump east of the village. Mr. 
Harkness operated this one. 

From 1885 until 1935 , we had seven 
hotels , with rooms and board in the two 
villages combined . We also provided stables 
for horses. We accommodated business 
travellers who arrived, by ship or train , with 
their large trunks full of samples and mer
chandise, to be transported by horse to 
towns within the three counties. 

In 1892 the village bought a manual fire 
pump and a few hundred feet of hose. It 
took four men to operate the pump, but it 
performed surprisingly well. In 1925, a new 
soda pump was purchased. It worked well, 
but unfortunately, only a few men knew 
how to operate this pump. In 1936 a small 
but powerful Johnson gas pump was pur
chased along with hose . In 1951, a second
hand truck was bought and converted into 
a fire truck by adding two 250 gallon tanks, 
a new Lafrance stationary engine and 500 
feet of hose. That same year a devoted 24 
member volunteer fire brigade was formed. 

The William Brady Garage was an 
authorized Ford dealer. It received two of 
the new 1913 Model T's and Dr. 0. 
McLaren bought one. This garage was 
situated where the Bank of Montreal now 
stands. 
On May 25, 1921, Ontario Hydro brought 
electricity to Lancaster. They rented storage 
space on Queen Street at Harry McLeod's 
and appointed him the manager and 
representative for the area until 1936. In 
1923 the council sold debentures to install 
street lights . In 1936 Hydro rented three 
rooms on the second floor of Baptiste 
Hebert's place , which is now the 

Freshmart , for offices for a new manager 
and a staff of 12. In 1950 they bought va
cant land on Main Street and built two 
workshops; one for offices and the other for 
garages and warehouses for a staff of about 
22. In 1951 they rented space near the 
tracks to store telephone poles, but in 1968 
they chose to move, thereby creating an 
emptiness in the village. 

Since 1896, Lancaster has had a library. 
It was originally housed in the Mechanics 
Institute, but it burned in 1899. Temporary 
quarters were set up on the other side of the 
street . 

In 1902, John D. Ross' generous gift of 
land at the comer of Duncan and Main plus, 
a donation of $1,000 for books , allowed a 
new library to be built in 1903 , where it 
stands today . Although our library has seen 
difficult times , it has flourished since 1970. 

In front of the library, on Nov . 11 , 1921 , 
a bronze plaque was unveiled by Colonel 
A . H. Cameron of Martintown . It com
memorates those who died in our service. 
Other names were added in 1946 in remem
brance of those who gave their lives for our 
freedom. 

With the dam at Beauharnois and the 
Soulanges Canal , the water level flooded 
Hwy. 2 that passed through South Lancaster 
heading east along the St. Lawrence. It wa 
re-routed to Hwy. 34 to the centre of town. 
On Duncan Street it turned right to the east; 
this route officially became Hwy. 2 in 1914. 

In 1927, a detour was built to bypass the 
village and for the first time, Hwy . 2 was 
paved with cold mix. 

In 1896, the library, 11 businesses and 
four private houses were destroyed by fire . 
In June 1903, a forest fire threatened the 
village. In 1926, another great fire 
destroyed half of Main Street east between 
Duncan and Collin. In 1934 the home and 
garage of Louis Laframboise and Louis 
Dufresne were burned-a total loss. Also 
in that year, both J. R. McLaughJan's store 
near the tracks and Rene Poirier's Room
ing House were destroyed by fire. In 1935, 
the rest of the east side of Main Street, from 
Collin St. to the south was destroyed and 
with it many of our businesses. In 1937, 
Lina Cuerrier's house was destroyed in a 
fire that took the life of her blind father. In 
1938, the John Bentley's Cheese Factory on 
Duncan Street burned on a Sunday evening. 
Aurele Dubeau's Feed Store burned in 
1955. Bill Escott's Garage burned in 1958. 
In April 1961 Aubrey-Bergeron Store burn
ed. In 1967, Mrs. Evoy's home burned. In 
April, 1982, Menard Plumbing was 
destroyed by fire. John Pruner's house met 

THE CITIZENS OF 

KENYON 
TOWNSHIP 

wish to take this 
opportunity to say 

HAPPY CENTENNIAL 
VILLAGE OF LANCASTER 

We hope everyone has a great time participating in 
and observing the activities. 

a similar fate in 1985 . I might have forgot
ten some. 

One of the most widely known families 
in Canada lived in Lancaster. The family 
of Ernest Leger and his wife Alda owned 
a store in the middle of town from 1920 to 
1922. Their sons were Paul Emile, Cardinal 
of Montreal in the Roman Catholic Church 
and Jules, Governor General of Canada un
til his death on Nov. 22, 1980. The Leger 
family lived on Oak Street where we have 
the funeral parlor of today . They sold their 
home to the Sisters of the Holy Cross and 
moved to St. Polycarpe to take over the 
general store. I should add that it was Ernest 
Leger who attracted me to Lancaster in 
1937. 

From 1927 to 1948, a renowned painter 
and member of Royal Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, lived among us; Mr. M. Brown . 
He attracted many foreign visitors to hi s 
workshop on Hwy . No . 2 to the east of the 
village. 

On June 5, 1911 the village council pass
ed a motion which lifted liquor licences. We 
cannot be sure if it appl ied to one hotel in 
particular or tq all hotels. 

In 1912, Ontario became dry, as they 
called it. No liquor was to be sold. The law 
lasted 17 years. 

On January 7, 1929 the council voted in 
favor of a liquor board. 

In 1934 the village passed a motion in 
favor of the sale of beer and wine in hotels 
and a licence was given to the Commercial 
Hotel. 

On the 15th of December beer was be
ing sold at the tables and wine in the din(ng 

room . The law was very strict and women 
were not allowed at the bar and could not 
drink beer. The law was changed in 1950. 

In 1869 Alex Dixon opened a textile in
dustry on Spruce Street where the town 's 
water supply is now located . He operated 
this industry until 1879 when his son took 
over and managed it until 1903 . It was 
demolished a few years later. 

On April 26 , 1918 , it was Glengarry's 
own Member of Parliament, J. A . Sangster 
who won approval for his bill pertaining to 
driving on the right side of the road . From 
that day on all vehicles, motorized or non
motorized, have had to comply wi~h this 
new regulation all over Canada. 

In 1942, coupons were necessary in order 
to buy gasoline, sugar , tea, coffee and but
ter. Such was the federal government law 
during wartime. 

In I 875 , on Oak Street, a foundry was 
built and operated by Tinkess & Wadell Co. 
until 1903 . It was then sold to Arthur Staf
ford who operated it until 1913 then sold 
it to John McLean who turned it into a 
blacksmith shop. He operated it until 1930 
and then rented it to Henri Carriere, animal 
merchant . It was demol ished in 1939. It 
stood where Raymond Rose's home is now 
located. 

On November 16, 1938, town council 
voted a licence for a pool hall with two 
tables. The permit was granted to Edgar 
Senecal. It contained some restrictions: no 
children under the age of 16 and no women 
were to be allowed on the premises, the 
restaurant would only be allowed to serve 
soft drinks. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
To The 

VILLAGE 
of 

LANCASTER 

On Its 

CENTENNIA·L 
Alexandria knows how it feels to be 100 years old and its 
citizens would like to welcome the Village of Lancaster into 
the ''Glengarry Centennial Club'' 

Our Sincerest Best Wishes 
Mayor: Jean-Paul Touchette 

Reeve: John Cormier Deputy-Reeve: Roger Lemieux 
Councillors: Archie McDougall, Jean Larocque, Jacques Joly, 
James Baker, Fern Seguin, Larry Yaguchi 

and all the office and roads staff 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY LANCASTER 

Jacque Titley 

The management and staff of Titley Chevrolet-Oldsmobile 
would like to off er their sincerest Best Wishes on the occa
sion of your Centennial ·celebrations. 

Bob Henri 

We're proud to offer you the full line of Chevrolet 
and Oldsmobile Cars and Chevrolet Trucks. Our Ser
vice, Parts and Bodyshop people are among the most 
experienced and best equipped in Eastern Ontario. 

Jean Lajoie 

Floyd MacDougall 

Mike Montcalm 

Joel D' Amour 

Gerard Seguin 

For all your motoring needs, visit Titley Chevrolet
Oldsmobile. We're looking forward to seeing you. 

~CHEV-OLDS-----

Tf TlEY 
------ ALEXANDRIA,ONT. 

We're No. 1 Because We Try Harder 
Highway 34, South Alexandria 525-1480 or 347-2436 
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