
The Glengarry News 
Joe Banks Eugene Macdonald 
Lesley Cadham Lorna Macleod 

Lindsay Cameron Barb McCormick 
Janet Clermont Bonnie McDonald 
Peter Conway Gilbert Sauve 
Christena Giroux Lucy Theoret 

Dorothy Hodge-Renwick Andy Belair 

.. 

Mildred Belair 
Susan Brent 

Mary Brown 
Judy Bryan 
Sybil Carello 
Mary Couture 

Barbara Deschamps 

Real English 
Sue Harrington 

Len Jaeck 
Mary Lacelle 

Paul L. Lacombe 
Brian Laflamme 
Marion Loewen 

Supplement to the Glengarry News 

Mary MacCaskill 
Lorne MacDonald 

Wallace MacKinnon 
Alex Maclaren 
Jean Maclennan 
Nancy Madeau 

Angus H. McDonell 

Janice Montreuil 
Helene Quesnel 
Nathalie Ranger 
Diane Roy 
Joanne Stevenson 
Jacqueline Socque 
Fern Wensink 
Gordon Winter 



Page C-2, - Wednesday, December 16, 1987 

Dear Santa: 
I'm in Grade three. Will you say 

"hi" to Mrs. Santa for me? I would 
like a Barbie, a Poppies, Cabbage 
Patch corns ilk doll and a Care Bear. 

I will put some cookies and milk 
out. 

Your little friend, 
Jenny MacGillis 

Dear Santa: 
I am in Grade 3. Will you bring me 

Stuff-It, all of Ghost Busters, new 
Teddy Ruckbin, and formula racer. 

I will give you cookies and milk. 
Your I ittle friend, 

Michel Giroux 

Dear Santa: 
I'm in grade three and I'm eight 

years old. Please bring meJem, Heart 
to Heart Bear please, Charity Bear, 
and Care Bear. 

• 

I try to work hard. 
Your little friend , 

Carey Quesnel 

GREETINGS 
We're overflowing with 
merry thoughts for you 
and yours ... to have the 
best Christmas possible! 

LEMAY 
TV-RADIO 

Sales and Service 

31 Main St., Alexandria 
Tel. 525-3713 

Authorized Zenith Dealer 

JOY 
PEACE 
LOVE 

Thanks so much for 
your kind support 

this year. 

From Everyone at 

CLARK'S 
SHOE STORE 
145 Pitt, Cornwall 

932-2645 

0€..o..r- ~°' ()to..~ 1-vv,a'-".lo. 
\ ~ k Q.. fa,- c_ ½;: ',~':?·L,hl0 ! 

Dear Santa: 
I am a little girl in grade 3. I try 

very hard to do good work and be 
good. 

Will you please send me these 
things, Popple, Bathset, Dollhouse, 
Charity Bear, Jean Jacket, and Jewels 
Barbie. 

Thank you, your little friend. 
Vanessa Guibord 

Dear Santa: 
I like Christmas Eve. It's a nice 

time to have a turkey and fruit cake 
and differerit kinds of foods. 

I would like G.I. Joe, Air Raiders, 
a telescope, a box of comics, and a 
remote Control car. 

I will leave milk and cookies for 
you. 

Your little friend, 
· Steven Lalonde 

Dear Santa: 
I want a Yawny doll. 
Merry Christmas. 

Love, Andria McCrory 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Holly Michaud . I'm 

1-year-old. My mommy is writing 
this letter for me. For Christmas I 
would like a doll, fisher-price family 
boat set, a puffalump, a popple, a ted
dy bear, a cabbage patch doll like my 
sister, Sandra. My sister is leaving 
you and your reindeer some treats. 
Merry Christmas. 

Love, Holly, 
Maxville 

P.S. Th~ treats are from· me too, 
Santa. 

Dear Santa: 
I would like a bike and that's all. 
And I would like you to have a hap

py Christmas. 
from, Ewan MacDonald 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I'm worried because I don't know 

what I'm goil\g to ask for. I warit to 
see you. 

Can I have your autograph? 
from, Steven Laverdure 

() 

(I 

Qo Next Stop.:. 
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Old fashioned wishes 
for friendship and 
fun this Yuletide. 

We're so very glad to 
know and serve you. 

0 

To all our friends who have supported us in 
the past, and to all our new friends we say 
Merry Christmas and all the best in 1987. 

0 GARAGE~ 
~() R & H LAJOIE, 

182 Main St. N. 525-2707 

0 
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'I love you, Santa Claus ' 
• • • 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Diane. I am 8 years 

old. I have been a good little girl all 
year. For Christmas, I would like a 
VCR. I would also appreciate a few 
cherry candy canes. I love you! 

Dear Santa: 

Diane Villeneuve, 
Dunvegan 

What kind of cookies do you like? 
Do you want hot chocolate or plane 
milk? I'm not bad or good. Really l'm 
in between them. I hope you'll bring 
me most of the things I asked for. I 
might write next year. 

Love, Tammy MacSweyn 
xoxo 

Dear Santa: 
I hope you are feeling fine . I want 

lots oftoys. Do you like giving toys? 
I hope you like our Christmas tree! 
I really, really, really want a (elec
tric) hockey game and a G. T . 
snowraser! 

By Kurt MacSweyn, 
xoxo 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Shawn McGregor and 

I am 5 112-years-old. For Christmas 
I would like the G.I. Joe Base and Sir 
Pentor and a "Yawny." Thank you 
for all the nice toys last year. I love 
you. 

Dear Santa: 

Shawn McGregor, 
Dalhousie, Que. 

My name is Robbie McGregor and 
I am 8-years-old. For Xmas I would 
love a pair of cross-country skis with 
the boots and a new sled. I'd really 
love a ghetto blaster too. Thank you 
for all the toys you brought me last 
year. 

From Robbie McGregor, 
Dalhousie, Quebec 

lt 
\.:~87,;;.~: 
;t'ill Bllt~1i\ll 

Gerry Dextras 
Bookkeeping Service 

525-1588 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Angela McGregor and 

I am 3-years-old. I would like a new 
dolly and some clothes for her. I 
would also like some toy dishes. I 
love you. 

Dear Santa: 

Angela McGregor, 
Dalhousie, Que. 

My name is Sandra Michaud. I'm 
4-years-old. I've been trying to be a 
good girl. It's hard but I'm trying. 
For Christmas I would like a talking 
Alf, talking cabbage patch doll, small 
guitar, Jem and the Holograms, a bar
bie doll and a talking Jill doll. I'll 
leave some cookies out for you, San
ta and also some carrots for your 
reindeer. I love you, Santa. 

Love, Sandra, 
Maxville 

P.S. My mommy wrote this letter 
for me. 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I would like a Talking Cabbage 

Patch Kid, and a Splash Cabbage 
Patch Kid. My mother would like 
something to put her needles in and 
some money. My father would like 
an artificial tree 10 feet tall and my 
brother would like the largest race 
track you have! 

Merry Christmas! 
from Melanie Raymond 

Dear Santa: 
I would like a Talking Cabbage 

Patch· kid, a pair of skis or skates, a 
ring, a telescope or a microscope or 
a keeper and your autograph. 

Please and thank you for listening 
to me. 

by Melanie Salvatore 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Marcel. I live in 

Dunvegan. For Christmas I would 
like a pool table and a remote control, 
and a truck. 

Thank you for last Christmas gifts. 
I will leave you cake and some for . 
your reindeer. ~ 

Thank you. ' • 

Dear Santa: 
from Marcel ,,.-

My name is Christiane DeRepen-~ 
tigny. I am 5-years-old. I have a lit·· 
tle sister her name is Josee. She is one 
yr. old. For Christmas I would like 
a Barbie and the Rockers doll and a 
Cabbage Patch doll , please bring my 
sister a musical teddy bear and a crib 
mobile she broke the one she had . 
Thank you for the nice gifts you gave 
us last year. I try to be a good girl 
but sometimes it's hard. Thank you. 

Christiane DeRepentigny, 
RR5 Alexandria 

P.S. I'll leave cookies and milk for 
you and a candy cane for your 
reindeer. 

Singing sweet Christmas 
wishes for a lyrically 
happy holiday to all! 

Ameublement et lingerie pour d~es 
Roch and Madeleine Major & Staff 

LALONDE 
LADIES' WEAR AND FURNITURE 

24-26 Main St. S. Alexandria 525-3162 

The Council of the Town of Alexandria 
J .P. Touchette. Mayor: John Cormier. Reeve: Roger Lemieux. Deputy-Reeve: Archie McDougall, 
Jean Larocque, Jacques Joly. James Y. Baker. Fern Seguin and Larry Yaguchi , Councillors, and 
all our staff 
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Dear Santa: 
I want a turbo, hopper, remote 

control. 
Thank you for the presents. 

Darcy McCormick 

Dear Santa: . 
My name is Steven. I have been a 

good boy this year. Could you please 
bring me a Wrestler and a G.I. Joe? 

Say hello to the reindeer. 
Love, Steven Vachon 

0 

Best Wishes 
Old Saint Nicholas is 
popping out to send 
holiday greetings to 
everyone . .. all our 
friends and neigh
bor$! r-!erry Christmas! 

:Alexandria Cleaners 
Royal Gareau and Staff 

294 Main St. S. 
Tel. 525-2424 

May the blessings of 
the holy season fill 
you with peace and joy. 

Sabourin Meats 
Tel. 525-1818 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I want a big remote control Tonka. 
Thank you for the presents last 

year. I wish you a Merry Christmas. 
Love, your friend, 

Gary Proulx 

ay the splendor of the season 
bring you and yours the grandest times 

yet ... filled w ith joyous harmony, true 
love and everlasting peace! Thanks to a ll! 

Please Note our Christmas Hours 
Open until 9 p.m. to Fri .. Dec. 18 

and Monday Dec. 21 to Wed ., Dec. 23. 
December 24 and December 31 until 5 p.m. 

Closed Dec. 25, 26 and Jan. I and 2 

From the management and staff at 

CLAUDE L'HEUREUX 
tloldinli:!,.!I Inc 

A Canadian Tire Associate Store 

The Ri,:ht Choke Has .\",.-,r Been So Clear 

.JlN) \l:.11n SI., -'outh 

Dear Santa: 
I am in grade - three. Do you 

remember me? I came to visit you. 
You should see my Christmas tree. I 
want a new ghetto blaster and a train 
set and a GT snow racer and the most 
important thing. Help the people that 
need help! 

Don't worry, I wiJI save some pepsi 
and cookies. 

Thank you, your little friend, 
Daniel Cote 

Dear Santa: 
I am a little boy in Gr. 3. Please 

make this a nice Christmas. Santa I 
need some G . I. Joe vehicles and G. I. 
Joe figures. 

Your little friend, 
Billy Jack 

Dear _Santa: 
I'm a girl in Grade 3. Will you say 

"Hi" to the elves for me? Will you 
please get me a Sorry, Popple , Alf, 
and a Barbie and I want no more gifts. 

I'll give you some cookies and 
milk. 

Your little friend, 
Kathy Kennedy 

Dear Santa: 
Could you get me a G .J. Snow 

Racer, Buddy L set, tractor set and 
track racer bike? 

Thank you. 
From Allan 

Edward McDonald 
& Edward Picken 
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Dear Santa Claus: 
I want a slinky and I want a Sweet 

Secret. · 
I will clean my house every day. 

Love, Angie Massia 

Dear Santa: 
I want a Baby Talk. 
I wish you a Merry Christmas. 

Love, Shannon O'Neill 

Dear Santa: 
I would like a G.I. Joe helicopter 

with a man, a sweater with a car on 
it, a G.I. Joe cobra mamba, Minny 
Bigfoot, remote control car and a soc
cer ball. 

Please and thank you. 
From Jeremy A. Kennedy 

Dear Santa: 
Could you get me a four wheeler 

or a skiddo or a racing car and a 
volleyball and soccer ball and a 
football. 

Thank you. 
from Gerald 

Dear Santa Claus: 
Please bring me a RM sleeping bag 

and some candy canes, and a care 
bear to hug, and have casset tapes, 
and my very best thing I want the 
most is to see my Uncle John. 

Kimberley Fradette 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I want my child and a talking cab

bage patch doll and a crimper. 
Thank you for the presents you 

gave me last year. 
I wish you a Merry Christmas. 
I love you Santa Claus. 

Love, April Ouimet 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I want Cricket, a doll. I want a bath 

cabbage patch kid. I want a flower 
making basket. 

I love you. I will be good. 
Thank you for the presents you 

gave me last year. I wish you a Merry 
Christmas . 

Your friend, 
Candace MacMillan 

Dear Santa: 
I want a racing track. 
Merry Christmas. 

Love, Marc Leroux 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I wish you a Merry Christmas . . 
I want a cabbage patch doll. 
I love you. 

Denise Frei 

Dear Santa: 
I want a turbo-hopper, remote con

trol and a race track. 
Daniel Seguin 

Holiday 
Greetings 
May your Christmas 
be abloom with hap
piness , and bud
ding with joy, peace 
and love. Have a won· 
derful day, friends! 

Mike Gibbs 

IJ>[Ek(C[E9 
JJ(O)V~ 
IHJ&IPIPil~[E§§S) &llll ~ 
Thank you sincerely for 

your support in 1987 
Pierre, Gisele, Marc-Andre and Jean-Charles Miron 

and the staff at 

MIRON 
Electronics 

421 Main St. Alexandria 525-400-7 

'TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE 

WHEN ALL THROUGH THE NOT A. CREATURE WAS STIRRING, 

NOT EVEN A . THE WERE NESTLED A.LL SNUG IN 

THEIR BEDS, WHILE VISIONS OF DANCED IN THEIR HEADS: 

IN HOPES THAT SOON WOULD BE THERE .. . 

Best Wishes 

CURRY HILL LUMBER 
& staff 
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De:.o.r 5o..nta. Dear Santa: 

If ho.s bin" 0 n~ yt!:aY £111ce. I 
I am in grade 3. Will you say " Hi" 

to Mrs. Santa and to the elves? Will 
you please give these presents -
three hair bands, three Barbies, a Play 
D~g, a C~arity Bear and a Popple? 
Will you v1s1t me on Christmas Eve? 

o.nd Your little friend , 
Susanne Frei 

/1~ Closs 

ond rny 

. O.rc me,.J 

v/ou/J 

my 
J .-k~ yov 

Dear Santa: 
I am in grade 3. Please bring me 

a 4X4, a Stomper, a car, a snow 
racer, a Tipsy Tower and a remote 
control car. 

l will leave you cookies and milk. 
Your little friend, 

to _by,·n.:J 

D. pony onJ pin/( 

'vvOU Id /;' /<.. 

my 

Tr°'ns for m~r-

much, 

I 

Bwh/c. 

\,vOU Id 

/'1 '/ Si Sf-c y 

w/fh p,nk. 

would 

fhc,.nk '/OU 

fo 

mrs<:loss 

mr::rry 

oll th~ )/Hie. 

Jason Fradette 

Dear Santa: 
Will you say Hi to Mrs . Santa for 

me? May I please have this for 
Christmas - doll clothing, shoes, 
dolls, teddy bear and Jem. 

l will give you cookie and milk. 
our little friend , 

Cindy 

Dear Santa: 
Please may 1 have one special toy 

for Christmas? l have tried to be good 
aJl year. Some suggestions as to what 
we would like: a red racing car a 
white Corvette, a wagon, a L;dy 
Lovely Lots Castle, a Ghost Buster 

et, a Bump Wheel, a Popple. 
We will leave you a snack of 

cookies and milk on the table . We 
hope your reindeer have a safe trip 
and that you will have no accidents. 

o.nd exsp~Jc 1 Rudolph• 
Merry Christmas and thank you. 

The children of Kindergarten, 
J. K. Alexander School 

Lov~ 

~ 

CHEERS 
Here's a Christmas wish 
from all of us to all of 
you for lots of joy, love 
and much happiness! 

R.R. 2 Alexandria 

Raymond Larocque Body Shop· Tel. 525-1730 

ACbiLb 
WAS BORN ... 

·Let every 
heart rejoice 
in the hope 

and promise 
born on that 
holy night. 

Merry Christmas 

MacDonell Farms 
Ron, Momque & Darcy 

L,"f lt"o.n 

ErGG Rood 

Dear Santa: 
May I please have a ten karat gold 

ring, a talking cabbage patch kid, a 
microscope, a telescope, a ten karat 
gold necklance, My child Doll, some 
make-up and your autograph please? 

from, Christine 

Ha.ve a. Merry! 
This Yuletide season, 
we-warmly express 

appreciation to 
all our friends. 

From the management and staff at 

GLEN GARRY 
AUTOMOTIVE su·PPLIES 

400 Main St., North Alexandria 

a season of friends~ip 

and good cheer. Many 

thanks for your support! 

525-4469 

·GLENGARRY 
TRUCK CENTRE 

Rejean Paquette (prop.) and Staff 
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SEASON'S 
BESf 

From your friends at the 

GLENGARRY GOLF 
and 

COUNTRY CLUB. 

. ·-;,.-::::.·. 

In the glow of 
this happy season, 

we thank you for 
the loyalty 

you have shown. 
Joy to all. 

Township of Lochiel 
Reeve - Ron MacDonell 

Deputy-Reeve - Jean Lucien Larocque 
Councillors - Maurice Montpetit . George Fulton 

Ernie MacMillan and Staff 
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Dear Santa: 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Lisa and I'm 8 year's 

old. My mom said I have been a good 
girl. For Christmas I would like to 
have a Wheel of Fortune game, a pair 
of skies, and a pair of skates, and a 
Art Easel Set, and a Draw'n Do 
Desk, a perfection game. I will leave 
some milk and cookies and some 
sugar for the raindeer. 

Love, Lisa Deschamps 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I want a cabbage patch and a pixie

tail. I am taking care of everything 
you gave me. Merry Christmas. 

Love, Amanda Ingola 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I want a Bobby Talk doll. I want 

a talking cabbage doll. I want a book. 

Hi, my name is Lee-Ann. For 
Christmas I would like a Lady Love
ly Locks and a My Child. I will leave 
you some cookies and milk on 
Christmas Eve. 

Thank you for the presents last 
year. 

Love, Shannon Joanette 

'Twas the Night before Christmas 
'Twas the night before Christmas 

all through the castle not a thing was 
stirring not even a warrior. Thank you. 

Lee-Ann Vachon 
Green Valley 

But there was a King going for a 
late night snack. 

Dear Santa: 
I hope you 're not sick. I hope 

Rudolph is not sick neither . Santa I 
want Ghostbusters Slime please. Can 
I have a Santa suit too? The beard too, 
please. Can I have a car too. Santa 
you are nice. At Christmas Eve I will 
leave you a candy, a cookie and a 
glass of milk. I was a little bit bad but 
not too much. Can you bring Mom
my a dress and Roger a sweater. San
ta you are really nice because I like 
you. Can I have soldiers too. Have 
a nice Christmas time. Santa I really 
like you for giving me all those toys. 
I live at Greenfield. Say hi to Rudolph 
for me. 

Love, Jacques H. 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Murray MacLeod. 

This year for Christmas I want a Lobo 
II radio control. I would like some 
lego too. I would like a little bit.more 
on my nekst list. I hope you don't run 
out of toys . 

By Murray 

;, 

CHHISTmns, 
GHEETlnGs 
In the hush of the 
holiday we quietly 

say thanks and hope 
you have a simply 
wonderful holiday! 

Marielle's 
Beauty Salon 
Marielle Carriere 

45 Harrison St. 
-525-2921 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Kara. How are you? 

I have been a nice girl. 
I would like a train set with tracks 

and houses and train car, a Jem girl, 
art and craft folder, Nancy nitter, a 
cooking set and that's all I want. 

How is Mrs. Santa? 
Love , Kara 

Dear Santa: 
I do not believe in you but I do not 

care. 
My mom is Santa to me. I want a 

horse. 
From Elita 

And he had a dog named Mate that 
was going with him. 

Just then the King heard a hoo-hoo 
on the roof. 

That man on the roof sure knows 
how to sing. 

Then the Queen came in and said 
" Darling what are you doing? " 

" I heard a hoo-hoo on the roof," 
said the King. 

" Well, come to bed, or I'll get 
some snow and put it down your 
pants " said the Queen. 

"Oh, please, can I stay, please" 
said the King. " I'll get some snow," 
said the Queen. 

"Okay I'm coming," said the 
King. 

Jason Poll, age 9, 
Grade 4, 

Laggan Public School 

In the holiday tradjtion, 
may the old, but ever new 

spirit of Yuletide bless 
you and yours with love. 

The management and staff 
would like to extend the warmes1 appreciation 

and gratitude for your patronage 

AGGREGATES+ CONCRETE 
" We do our level best" 

Green Valley, Ont. 525-1750 

Like the iC'Y o f n111si£. ou.- man y · 
f..-iends and ~ 11 st c,n1e..-s have 
heen a ic,· tc' knC'°" a nd se.-ve. 
t iapp-, he- Iida,-· and t h a nk s . 

A Very Heartfelt 
Season 's Greetings 
from Peggy, Steve 
and all the gang at 
Cornwall's No. l Music Store 

MELODY MUSIC CENTRE 
104 The Pitt St. Mall 933-0205 

Dear Santa: 
I want a turbo. I will say my prayers. 
I wish you a Merry Christmas. 

Robert Poirier 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I want a teddy bear. Thank you for 

the presents you gave me last year and 
I wish you a Merry Christmas. 

Love, Melody Ann Marleau 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I want a talking cabbage patch kid 

and a pixie-tail . 
I like all the toys that you gave me 

last year. Merry Christmas. 
Love, Kelly Lavedure 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I want a cricket and a doll. I will 

say my prayers every night. 
I wish you a Merry Christmas . 

Love, Dianne Rochon 

'Twas the Night before Christmas 
'Twas the knight before Christmas 
When all through the castle 
There wasn't even the littlest rastle. 
The armour was hung by the round 
table of wood, 
In hopes that Santa Claus soon would 
be good. 
King Arthur was sleeping, snug in his 
bed , 
While visions of his new date danced 
in his head. 
When he heard a jingle above the 
snow flat's 
He said "Darn rats." 

So he trhew a snowball out at the 
sleigh, 
And Santa teetered out of the way. 
"Fight fire with fire," that' s what 
he'd say, 
So he socked out King Arthur with a 
bail of hay, 
But he dropped off some presents 
anyway. 

Dean MacGillivray, 
age 9, Grade 4, 

Laggan Public School 
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Dear Santa Claus: Dear Santa Claus: 
I want a cabbage patch kid that 

talks. I want a yawny, a doll. 
I want a Cricket doll. I want a cab
bage patch . I want a pixie-tail. I love 
you Santa Claus. I wish you a Merry 
Christmas. 

I will help my mommy. I love you 
Santa Claus and I wish you a Merry 
Christmas. Love, Cindy Boyce 

Love, Jennifer Denobigra 
Dear Santa: 

Dear Santa Claus: 
I want a crossbow. 

I hope you can get all 4 presents I 
want, if not it's 0.K. 

Thank you for the presents you 
gave me last year. Merry Christmas. 

I love every Christmas cartoon. 
Would I ever like to visit you . 
From so far, 

I'll hang up my stocking for you. 
Love, Hugh Patrick O'Neill 

yours truly, 
Johnny A. 

• 

• 
• 

• 

Glad Tidings 
Now that the 

holidays are here, it 
is our joy to say a 

special "thanks" to 
a ll those we hold 

dear.Your 
fr iendship has 
made us proud. 

From Charles , Florence and Katherine at 

SANGSTER'S SONS 
General Store 

Bainsville, 
Ontario 

. . . \~ 
~ e message of the Birth of Our Saviour serves 
as an inspiration to all. We hope you enjoy every 
blessing at this time of peace .. . and loving . . . and 

giving. Sincere appreciation to our friends. 

From the Directors and Staff of 

GLENGARRY FARMERS' MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY LTD. 

Special Best Wishes from your agent . .. 

E.G. (Ernie) MacMillan 
Dalkeith 
874-2995 

Geoffrey McNaughton 
Bainsville 
347-2255 

Jack H. Bush Ins. 
Avonmore 
346-2152 

Ivan M. Sproule 

Vankleek Hill 
632-7177 

Peter McDonell 
R.R.5, Alexandria 
527-5752 

Patrick J. Bradley 
Casselman 
764-5213 
McDonell-Levert 
Insurance Brokers 
Alexandria 
525-1200 
Rozon Insurance 
Brokers Ltd. 
Lancaster 
347-7600 
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• 
May all your days 
shine with a bright
ness that fi lls your 
heart with joy and 
contentment on this 
holiest of holidays! 

¼ ~4JP~ 
1 

~~,t 

Ifs a great feeling 

having friends as 
womlerf ul as ~·ou! 

.-\t Christmas. 
and alwa~·s. ~·ou·re wishNI 

all the good things ~·ou 
so rkhl~· desen·e. 

CARNATION INC. 
Management and Staff 

Windows decorated for Christmas 
Reindeer landing on roof tops 
Excitement is rising 
Around our house 
Tinsel glistening on Christmas trees 
Happy Christmas Day to thee . 

By Dawna MacDougall, 
Lag_gan P.S. 

Christmas 
C is for Christmas 
H is for Holly 
R is for Santa's reindeer 
I is for ice skating 
S is for Santa Claus 
T is for tinsel on the tree 
M is for Mary , Jesus' mother 
A is for Angels in the sky 
S is for Stockings hung on the 
chimney. 

Alison MacGillivray 

Carols sung by a choir 
Holly hung by the fire 
Reindeer tapping on the roof 
Icicles hanging by the window 
Sweet singing in the distance 
Tinsel is hung on the tree 
Merry Christmas I say to my dog 
And he sees every thing as 
Santa fills the stockings up with 
candy. 

By Dan Booth, 
Laggan Public 

Carols being sung 
Oh what beautiful sounds 
Little tots on Santa's knee 
Discussing what they please. 

Barbara MacLeod, 
Laggan Public School 

In thoughtful 
appreciation of your 

kind patronage. 
Alexandria Auto Glass 

Christmas is coming 
Holidays too 
Reindeer flying 
I love it too. 
Santa is in his sleigh going 
Through the night 
Merry Christmas he says 
And I say it too. 
See you soon. 

By Bruce MacLeod, 
age 10, 

Laggan Public School 
Dear Santa: 

My name is Travis. Santa have you 
made lots of toys? What are your 
elves doing? 

[ want a Thuder cat. I want a 
checker bord. I like a checker bord. 
I want some markers. Please can [ 
have some? 

Travis 

Dear Santa Claus: 
Hi, my name is Martha. How are 

you doing up at the North Poll? How 
are the elves up there too? Santa my 
secret friend is Jeremy McNaughtan. 
Santa I would like some toys for 
Christmas. Have a nice day Santa 
Claus. 

Love, Martha MacGillivray 

Dear Santa Claus: 
My name is Kylene Barton and [ 

was wondering if reindeers really 
know how to fly? Santa could I have 
a pink guitar and a baby popple and 
Alf and Jumbo Love Blue puppy 
please Santa? 

Love from Kylene 

' ., & Trim Inc. .a 
Richard Picard & family 

West Boundary Rd . 
.-c-,~ (beside GTL) 525--2481 'y 

Christmas Is going to be 

the best one yet! Hope It 

adds up to lots of smiles! 

Season's Greetings 

Maurice Lemieux Bookkeeping 
and 

Rhea Lemieux Discounting 
66 Main St. South, Alexandria 

525-1666 or 527-4571 
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I • ! Edgar and Robert Goulet I 
?l and Staff of il 
?l il 
i The King Edward Hotel I 
w mAppkHm i 
il w ! ·would like to wish everyone a ~ 
?l Merry Christmas and a very w 
I happy New Year. Jil 
h~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

' 

GREETINGS 
May the endearing customs and pleasures 

of an old fashioned Christmas decorate every 
· moment of your Yuletide . 

The Staff and Board of the 
GLENGARRY SPORTS PALACE 

liRE£llMG~ 
,,. t . ··=" ·---~ :--,,_~--,...-,.:::~:;-

© 
m 

. ;,, ~'~---
.-:::::···· 

·--❖' 

San la "' heels 
I ad c ,i \.\' i l h o II r 

warm wi,dws for a real!) 

f cs liH· holiday! Our thanks 

arc tuekcrl in his pack. 

From the Guys at 

SHEPHERD MOTORS 
ALEXANDRIA 

~~~~&.-~ :~ 
this holiday season to 

bring you all our best 

and most sincere wishes ' :• ~ i 

li r=~~~ ,~ ~ ~,vlth the 
1

:, ·. l I_ ij;.=, 
' X ' " '' f · / ,' ! 

,, \ r / _:'. { 

\ \ cheer a11d -v ~ . 

,, ) - t 
, la11gl1ter , ~/ 

ofvour '-.,;,,,,;.~ ., ,:..-·-ey1 
iili&/ 

loved ones. t .: ~ 

\Ve a1•t•r£elate your 
kind 1•atro1u1~e 

aaul ,visit vo11 "·ell. • 
From the Management and Staff 

mLEXANDRIA 111111 
mulLDERS ~~nd 

Cash & Carry 
Delivery 
Available 

z -~ U pp LI ES Building Supplies 

~ LTD. ~ LWAYS !£JETTER HERVICE 

Hwy. 34, South Alexandria 525-3151 
GTL always on the move 
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Dear Santa: 
My name is Scot MacDermid. lam 

4 years old and I have been good most 
of the year. 

For Christmas I would like remote 
control car, walkie talkies, race track, 
wrestlers. 

P.S. I will leave you hot chocolate 
and cookies and sugar for your 
reindeers. 

Love, Scot MacDermid, 
Greenfield 

Dear Santa: 

£Y )pc, /, ,,4 1/1. u:,~ ... <&. 

We are concerned about the good 
folk, and the children of Alberta, that 
they may not have any snow for the 
Olympics. And if they have to truck 
in snow it will be very expensive. '-~ ~ . / ;,, ~ .4, / ~ / 

Could you see Santa that they have 
snow in February? 

Love to you Santa 
. j 

Dear Santa: 

I 
.o , \ ( I 

6Vv / ? J - · ~ . -----.-.,, //-"'-r>-r--¥ '--" ~ ~.r-d:?f_ 

I am 6 years old; I think I was a 
good boy. Could you please bring me 
a microscope, computer and some 
games and whatever you want to 
bring me. For my brother Shane a big 
truck and a garage. 

A.. ~ _,7t-_.),1,,- -ll~"( . <frJ ~ c~ 
We will leave a snack for you and 

your reindeer. 
We love you, 

Derek and Shane O'Brien 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Ryan Ross and I am 

two years old. Mommy and Daddy 
said I was a very good boy this year, 
so I deserve lots of presents. This 
year 1 would like a spring horse, a 

, sleigh, and a big Ernie doll (I like the 
one I saw in the store). 

Please don 't forget my grand
parents because they were very good 
this year. Also my aunts and uncles 

, (even though Uncle Marvin wasn't 
always good) and my two new 
cousins Caleigh and Jessa. 

Dear Santa: 

I love you Santa, 
Ryan Ross, 
Bainsville. 

My name is Kamy. How are you 
doing? I would like a table and chair 
and a bear and a tea party set. I will 
leave you some cookies and milk and 
sugar for your reindeer. 

Love, Merry Christmas 
Kamy 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Jeremy. How are you 

Santa? 
I would like a transport. I like you 

Santa. I would like a John Deere trac
tor. I hope you have a nice Christmas. 

Your friend, 
Jeremy McNaughton 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Jeff. I am 8 years old. 

My dad said I was good and I would 
like an Atari and a drum and a thurder 
cat. 

Signed, 
Jeff 

We wish you all the 
blessings of the season. 
It's been a delight doing 

business with you. 

i(lauthier's 
,J,eenhouse· 
uarden Centre 

Hwy. 2 Curry Hill 

Happineu is ... 
Chririmasf And good 

friends like you! 
Thanks for the privilege 

of serving you. 

~~URAN! 
. LANCASTER 

Dear Santa: 
H., 

). 

My name is Richard and I am 3 yrs. 
old. 

Thank you for my toys last year. 
For Christmas I would like to have 

a garbage truck and some dinosaurs 
and a farm set and a tractor. 

Thank you! 
Your friend, 

Richard Levac 
P.S. I will leave some cookies and 

milk for you on Christmas Eve.! 

Dear Santa: 
Hi! My name is Melissa. I am 2 

yrs. old . 
Thank you for my toys last year. 
For Christmas I would like to have 

a "Big Bird". and something that 
makes music and a doll . 

Thank you! 
Your friend, 

Melissa Levac 
P.S.My mommy helped me wri~e 

to you cause I am too little. 

Dear Santa: 
Thank you Santa for the gifts you 

gave me last year. Christmas is a nice 
time for us. I like to watch the snow 
fall. Sometimes we go for a long walk 
in the snow to look at the Christmas 
lights. The one gift I really want this 
year is a Barbie house. 

Dear Santa: 

Love, 
Diane DeRooy 

My name is Allison Bedbrook. I've 
been a real good girl this year, so I 
hope your bring me a lot of presents! 
I want a new Barbie, a cabbage patch 
with corn silk hair, new clothes for 
my dollies, a tea set, a Mr. Potato 
Head, a lego set and anything else 
you 'd like to bring me . 

I love you Santa! 
Love, 

Allison Bedbrook, xo 
Moose Creek. 

P.S. I'm going to le~ve you ~nd 
your reindeer some cookies and milk! 

ROLLAND BOURCIER 
Electrical Contractor 

Alexandria, Ont. Tel. 525-2377 

Our Sincerest Best Wishes 
for the Season 

along with our thoughts of thanks 
for your 

delightful friendship and goodwill 

Thank you for your patronage 

FERNAND CAMPEAU 
et Fils Inc. 

Serl'i11g you for 5 generarions 

Dalhousie Sta., Que 

(514) 269-2737 

Dear Santa: 
I am Addison and I just turned two. 

My sister is Callie and she's 6 months 
old. This is my first letter to Santa so 
my mum is helping me. All I would 
like for Christmas is anything to do 
with hockey. My daddy and my 
uncles all play, so I want to play too. 

Callie need_s a teddy bear and some 
toys that . play music. Please 
remember Santa that we live near 
North Lancaster now, not Edmonton. 
I'll leave some cookies for you and 
an apple for your reindeer. Thank 
you. 

Addison and Callie 
MacDonald 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Tara McCormick. My 

sister is Amy. For Christmas I would 
like a Barbie doll , an Alf doll that 
talks and a Barbie Roc\(ers doll , some 
slippers and a Bibbsy Cribsy Popple. 
. My sister would like a jean jacket , 
a jewel Barbie, slippers, housecoat, 
and a ghetto blaster. 

Santa I am 5 years old and my sister 
is almost 10 years. 

I will leave you some sugar cookies 
and diet cake and some sugar for your 
reindeer. 

Your friend, 
Tara McCormick 

P.S. Don 't park your reindeer on 
the roof because my daddy says it is 
hard on the shingles. 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Cole MacDonald. My 

mommy and daddy say I've been a 
pretty good boy. I like to play with 
cars, and Mega blocks and my new 
brother Kirk. He's three months old. 
He's been good too. He likes to eat. 

Waiting for your visit. 
Love, 

Cole and Kirk MacDonald, 
Martintown. 

Dear Santa: 
How are you? I'm fine. How's 

Mrs. Santa Claus? I hope none of 
your reindeer are sick. I will leave 
some milk and cookies. I would like 
cross country skis and a cabbage 
patch kids. And a marker set. 

Thanks and love, 
Elizabeth 

Ho Ho Ho 

May the spirit o 
joy and peace abide 
with you and yours 

We're 
so glad 
to be of service 

BANK OF 
MONTREAL 

Lancaster 

From 
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Bus Line Inc. 

Emile Viau, prop. 
and staff 

Light Up 
the Day! 

As we remember 
old friends and 

new, it is our 
p leasure to say, 

" thanks and happy 
holiday" to special 

friends like you. 

Fassif ern Store 
Claude & Rita Campeau 

Hwy. 34 North, Alexandria, 525-2144 

Merry Christmas 
and a very 

Happy New Year ';!/ 
)',., 

I 

• We would like to thank all our customers · · 
for their support during 1987. 

Henry and Joanne La.douceur 

May this 
happy holiday 

be filled to 
overflowing with 

premium fun! 

Daniel, Dianne, Donald, Doanne and Martine Theoret 

DANIEL'S GAS BAR 
Glen Robertson Road Tel. 525-1036 

• 
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A Five Year-Old's Thoughts 
About Christmas 

Cheryl leaves Santa a gingerbread 
man and chocolate milk for his snack. 

Christie says Santa can get in the 
house just because he's magic. 

Martir. likes lots of things at 
Christmas time - toys, the Christmas 
tree and Santa. 

Amy leaves chocolate chip cookies 
and milk for Santa's snack. 

Beverley likes putting a blue star on 
the top of their Christmas tree. 

At Scott's house, Santa gets 
chocolate chip and oatmeal cookies 
with milk for his snack. 

At Chantal ' s house , she leaves the 
?ack door unlocked so Santa can get 
m. · 

Sheila likes Christmas because she 
gets presents. 

Paige is going to leave a meat sand
wich and milk for Santa' s snack. 

Jason thinks Santa must be awful
ly dirty after coming down the 
chimney. 

. Frank is not sure if Santa has to pay 
his elves for making toys or not. 

Alanna leaves milk and cookies for 
Santa's snack and sugar cubes for the 
reindeer . 

At Jason 's house, Santa comes right 
through the wall because he's magic. 

Santa knows Kyle has moved to a 

~arm 
Jioliday 
~eelings 

Wishing you lots o f joy 
this Christmas. trimmed 

with love and peace. 

From the 
Management & Staff 

Glengarry 

new house because he sees 
everything. 

Kristy doesn't leave Santa a snack 
because he's plenty fat now. 

From the Sr. Kdg. class, 
Laggan School 

Dear Santa: 
I am too small to write so my dad

dy is writing this letter for me. 
I've been a good boy this year and 

I thought I would let you know. 
I would like a typewriter and a My 

Buddy, some clothes for my Cabbage 
Patch Doll (Peter) and some toys, and 
clothes. 

Thank you. 
Love, Jason Reasbeck, 

Dalkeith 
P.S. I will leave you some milk and 

cookies. 

Dear Santa: 
· I hope you come to our house this 
year, so just in case I'll tell you what 
I want for Christmas. Please may I 
have four fish for my room, close, 
pants, a small radio so I can play 
casettes on it, and something for my 
family. 

Thank you for taking the time to 
read my letter. 

Love, 
Lana MacDougall 

P.S. Merry Christmas. 

Pharmacy · 
14 Main St. 525-3882 

HOLDINGS INC. 

Micheline Ouellette, Claude Ouellette 
Martin Van Den Oetelaar, Conrad Menard 

M av t he feeling of fr iendship 

inspire you wi t h warmth and wonder. 

To our Friends and Customers, 
A Very Merry Christmas and a Healthy 1987 

With our appreciarion 
Anna and Hal Vermeeren 

Green Valle Garden Center 

·--- .. 0 - - • 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Kent . How are you? 

I'm fine. I would like to have the 
grass look base mat. And a train with 
track with a 'blinking bridge. I hope 
you know witch one. And 4x4 fang. 
And the game mouse trap. And head 
band Cb's. 

I hope you're feeling well. 
From Kent 

Dear Santa: 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Kevin. How are you? 

I would like a shell truck for 
Christmas. My second choice is some 
more tracks for my train . I have ben 
a good boy. 

I like grade three this year. I like 
my teacher. I hope you have a Merry 
Christmas. How are your reindeer? 

Love, Kevin 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Tina. How do you do? 

I love you and I love your reindeers 
too. You must love Christmas. But if 
you don't love Christmas I don't. I 
love to go to you and I will if my 
mom says yes I will go and ifl do not, 
get a geto-blaster it will be beter and 

The Glengarry News, Alexandria, Ont. 

Its Christmas! 

Cheers to all our friends! Hope 
you have the best holiday ever! 

MAURICE DEGUIRE WATER TREATMENT 
280 Chisholm St. , Alexandria 

Alexandria 525-4319 Cornwall 933-6952 

How are you doing? I'm fine thank 
you. My name is Mandy. I'm eight 
years old and I would like a barbie. 
She moves side to side and a corvette 
for my girl, that's if I get her and for 
my boy too. And Elf and my child she 
moves her head back and forth. And 
if you need toys for the other kids 
then don' t give me any more toys. 

from your friend, 

if I do not get some tapes it will be ,, 
beter still. I will just get a little thing._ r-------------------------

1 
• 

Mandy 

We all sing carols on Christmas night 
Reindeers see the beautiful sight. 
Everyone's candle glows so bright 
At Santa's home it snow's so white 
Tinsel hanging on the tree. 
Ho-ho-ho, Santa came to me . 

from Jennifer Johnson 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Lauren. How are you? 

I am fine. Are your reindeer ready to 
fly on Chr istmas eve? 

I would like a pound puppy and a 
pound purry and anything else. Are 
your elves making lots ahoys? I like 
you a lot. Is Rudolph ready to show 
the way? 

I am excieted. I hope you have a 
good Christmas to you. 

from Lauren 

Love, 
Tina Bond 

Dear -Santa: / 
How are things up North with the 

elves? 
My name is Tammy MacSweyn! 

Are you getting lots of toys in your 
sled? Our teacher is a great teacher. 
Give her lots of nice things! I want 
lots of toy~ like a G.T. 

Dear Santa: 

Your friend, 
Tammy 

This year for Christmas I would 
like to have a Lobo II-radio control , 
and a Deception six-shot , race track 
with racing hoppers, and some !ego. 
I will try to be a good boy. 

I am going to order something for 
my sister. She would like to have an 
Etch-a-sketch . Thank you for the toys 
you gave me last year . 

Murray MacLeod 

·Merry Christmas 
We're tuning up to wish all our many customers 

and friends a Christmas that's perfect in every way! 
~-

YVES 
LAMOUREUX 

SERVICE 
INC. 

Merry -Christntas 

'.\}:':•••c.·•• ••·•• . •• 
This merry o/,d gentleman is bring_ing so many good things your way, you 'll 
enjoy them long after Christmas Day! 
Joining Santa with our boutiful thanks 

STARR TAXI 
The Hambleton Family and Staff 

Celebrate an old-fashioned Christmas surrounded with the ones you 
love. Good tidings to all our fine patrons from the staff ofJ ~. 

THE , ::, 

BOOTIQUE 
25 Main St. Alexandria 

~ ~~-: I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all 
my clients and friends a 
very 

Merry Christmas 
and a prosperous 

New ~ar 

Bob Blanchard • 
933-6280 • 

( cal I collect) , 

Mutual Life of Canada 
51-lc 

your loved ones 

share the contentment of 

"home for the holiday." 

Our thanks and best 

wisht>s at Christmas. 
REAL'·S MOBILE HOME 

Real and Betty Gauthier 

Green Valley, Ont. Tel. (613) 525-1-555 

.---~ 
II you, may the miracle of the 'I 

season stay ever new. 1 

II I 
II I i 
I rrt••- I : 

The Management and Staff of 
Lally-Blanchard would like to wish 
each and everyone a 

• 

Happy Holiday 

l\,1eilleurs Voeux 
Nollaig Chriohiel 

Felices Fiestas 
Gluclick Feiertag 
Feliz Dia Festivos 

Glad Fridag 
Gliklekh Y ontev 
Selaam Aleicum 
Wesolych Swait 

Prettige Feestdagen • 

' 
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CRUNCHYPEANUTBUTIER 
AND CIDPIT SQUARES 

l cup crunchy peanut butter 
1 package butterscotch chipits 
2 tbsps . butter 
l package colored miniature 
marshmallows 

Melt butter, chipits and peanut but
ter over low heat. Cool . 

Add marshmallows and 3 cups of 
Captain Crunch cereal. 

Spread in pan. Cover with crushed 
walnuts if you wish. 

a Cordelia Trottier, 
~ Alexandria 

J.. FROSTY HOLIDAY PIE 
., Serves 8-10. 

114 cup butter 
._,1 /4 cup corn syrup 
1" 112 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips 

2 cups Special K cereal 
4 3-oz. pkgs. cream cheese, softened 
314 cup sugar 
2 tablespoons brandy 
1,2 cup maraschino cherries, 
quartered 
1,2 cup almonds, chopped 
2 114 cups whipping cream, whipped 

Melt butter, corn syrup and 
chocolate chips in medium size 
saucepan over low heat, stirring con
stantly until smooth. Remove from 
heat. Add cereal, stirring until well 
coated. Gently press mixture in a but
tered 9-inch (23 cm) pie pan, to form 
crust. Chill. 

In small mixing bowl beat cream 
cheese until smooth. Gradually beat 
in sugar. Stir in brandy; fold in cher
ries, almonds and whipped cream. 
Spread filling in chilled crust. Garnish 
with extra maraschino cherry quarters 
and toasted almonds if desired. 

Freeze at least 4 hours. For easier 
cutting, let stand at room temperature 
15 to 30 minutes before serving. 

Mary Lacelle, 
Glen Norman 

GINGERBREAD CAKE 
1 cup brown sugar 
112 cup butter 
I egg 
1 cup molasses 
l cup sour milk plus 114 cup vinegar 
1 tsp. soda dissolved in boiling water 
or milk 
1 112 tsps. cinnamon and ginger 
Add flour to make a stiff batter 
I cup of raisins 
dash of salt 

P. Leroux, 
RR2 Alexandria 

CHRISTMAS WREAT~S 
114 cup brown sugar 
112 cup butter 
I egg yolk 
I full cup flour 

Roll in balls and dip each in white 
of an egg. Then roll in nuts. Bake in 
a 350° oven for five minutes. Take 
a thimble and put a hole in each and 
bake 10 minutes more. Fill the hole 
with mint or strawberry jam or 
frosting you prefer. 

Mrs. Angeline Poirier, 
Bainsville 

CHERRY BARS 
Bottom: 

112 cup butter 
1 cup flour 
2 tbsps. brown sugar 

Top: 
1 cup raisins 
1,2 cup of nuts 
1 can Eagle brand milk 
1 bottle of cherries 

Cook 314 of an hour at 350°. Put 
grate high enough in oven so bottom 
will not burn. Top cook slowly. 

Lynn Leroux, 
RR2 Alexandria 

Wishing you serenity 
and happiness each day 
of the coming year. We 
enjoyed serving you. 

from The Staff at I 
TERRY'S I 

DRESS SHOP 
· 347-7215 

115 Main St. Lancaster 

Christmas 
Memories 

CHEESE CAKE 
8-oz. cream cheese 

1 112 cups icing sugar 
1 pkg. Dream Whip 
1 can cherry filling 
Crust: Graham wafer crust cooked. 

Enjoy sugar-free 
fruitcake over holidays 

• 

The merriest of tidings to 
you and yours on this warm 

and wonderful holiday! 

Make crust and cook. Mix cream 
cheese and icing sugar together. Whip 
Dream Whip and fold in cheese mix
ture. Spread over cool crust. Then 
spread a can of cherry filling . 
Sprinkle with graham crumbs. 
Refrigerate . 
Mrs. Ginette Charbonneau, 

Green Valley 

COMPARE 
A lot of people are like wheelbar

rows - no good unless pushed. 
Some are like trailers - they have 

to be pulled. 
Some are like kites - if you don 't 

keep a string on them , they fly 
away. 

Some are like balloons - full of 
wind and ready to blow up. 

Some are Like footballs__: you can't 
tell which way they will bounce. 

And then, some are like a good 
watch - open face, pure bold, quietly 
busy, and full of good works. 

Florence Montpetit, 
Glen Robertson 

UNBAKED CHOCOLATE 
ROLL 

Mix together: 
l egg, slightly beaten 
1 cup icing sugar 
1 cup Graham cracker crumbs 
2 squares chocolate, melted with 2 
tbsps. butter 
112 cup chopped walnuts 
I cup miniature marshmallows 

Shap~ into roll on waxed paper. 
Roll in coconut and chill unit ready 
to serve. Cut into slices to serve. 

Colombe Raymond, 
Greenfield 

Yield: 2 loaves 
2½ cups candied fruits 

1 cup dark raisins 
½ cup golden raisins 
½ cup dried apricots, chopped 
¼ cup dark rum 
½ cup chopped almonds 

l¼ cups all-purpose flour 
l '/4 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
½ teaspoon baking powder 
'/2 teaspoon ground allspice 
¼ teaspoon ground ginger 
¼ teaspoon salt 
½ cup margarine, softened 
¼ cup sugar 
l teaspoon Sweet 'N Low su-

gar substitute (3 packets) 
3 eggs 
1 teaspon vanilla 

Preparation: In large bowl, com
bine candied fruits, dark and golden 
raisins, apricots and rum; set aside 30 
minutes, stirring occasionally. Stir in 
almonds. · 

PUNCH 
3 bottles gingerale, (28 ozs. big 
bottle) 
2 orange juice, 48 ozs. 
I pineapple 48 ozs. 
Two 26 ozs. alcool 
2 ozs. Real lemon 
1 orange, sliced 
l lemon sliced 
red cherries 

Serves about 40 persons. 
(Put gingerale only at last.) 

Dorina Massie, 
Alexandria 

* * * 

----'Tis the season to be jolly! We wish all 

our friends the best! 
I 
I Nollaig Merry • 

1 Chrioheil Christmas I 
I B::::.. :adppay I 
I Mhath Ur New Year I I ... Tapadh Liebh ... Thank You ! 

Preheat oven to 300°F. In medium 
bowl, combine flour, cinnamon, bak
ing powder, allspice, ginger and salt; 
set aside. 

In large bowl, with electric mixer, 
beat margarine, sugar and Sweet 'N 
Low until light and fluffy. Add eggs, 
one at a time, beating well after each 
addition. 

Beat in vanilla. Beat in flour mix
ture, a small amount at a time until 
well blended. Stir in fruit mixture. Di
vide batter evenly between two 7½" 
x 31/2" x 2" loaf pans sprayed with 
non-stick vegetable cooking spray. 
Bake 1 hour 45 minutes, or until knife 
inserted in center comes out clean. 
Cool in pans 10 minutes. Remove 
from pans and cool on wire racks. 

For gift idea: Wrap individual fruit
cake in colored cellophane. Tie with 
decorative ribbon. Or, place wrapped 
fruitcake in holiday aluminum loaf 
pan. Tie with decorative ribbon. 

Before you send ii, seal it . .. 
with a Christmas Seal! 

it 

Helen & Andy Basara 
"Quality Photo Finishing" 

PBOPHOTO LAB 
421 Main St. S., Alexandria 
(Across from Alexandria IGA) 

525-4952 
[]

hour 
processing 
available 

GLJ.lD TJDIJ'IGS 
¥ 4' 
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Dear Patrons, 
We're proud to know you as our good friends and customers. 

With sincere appreciation, we say, 
"Thanks and Merry Christmas" 

ALEXANDRIA LAUNDROMAT 
Lucien and Kathleen Hamelin , proprierors 

8 Main St., Alexandria 

Happy · Holidays 

I From David and Julia of a 
1 Danskin's Scottish Gift Shop I =i~~~~ 
j 11 ~fain St., South: Alexandria 525-3878 I i Mam Street, Maxvdle 527-2037 I 
·- ~·· ~- :(; ~XCQ,•o•f,_~ ~ -...!_1~~~~1~1 _I,_ 

= = 

To our QrowinQ 'family' of customers, who we also consider 
our friends, ma'£ your holiday yield happiness and love. 

LANCASTER 
PHARMACY 

~ 

As Family and Friends gather this Holiday Season, we would like to send our heartfelt 
thanks for your support through the last year. 

From the Staff and their families to you and yours, we say ..... 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Bill Campbell 
Jack Fagen 
Lee Connolly 
Pierre Rivers 
Serge Brind'amour 

g 

Eddy Pharand 
Bill Curran 
Gary Ives 
Romeo Lacombe 

Leonard Hill 
Allan McCallum 
David Hughes 
Glenys Bartlett 
Susan Brown 

GLENGARRY 
FORD - LINCOLN - ME..RCURY ,flJ) ALEXANDRIA. ONT 

Where You, The Customer, Are Always No. 1 
Highway 34, South Alexandria 525-3760 or 347-3780 

, 
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S0- n-to.,, 

My !7o.rne is Liso.. l O/"Y\ t1 yea.rs a ld.. 

My mon-irry So. °id I' ~n\ o. goo4 71; r /. 

For Ch r,s+mo.5 1 wont" o.n Ad e o.5e./ 

S e. f io.. whee I of fore ~~n 90. rx o- nJ 

o.ny f/, in9 e. lse. 

Fron. li~o. 1o .' So.nto. 

Love. )lc11,{ o.. )of. 

Ho Ho rlo 1-/o 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Dawna. How are you? I would like a walkrnan and a teddy 

bear too. 
I have got good grades this term. I 
would like to look like you sometime. 

Love, Dawna, 

Merry 
Christmas! 
Warmest thoughts 
at this special time 

B&B 

Christmas 
Dreams 
Sincere hopes that our 

Christmas wish for peace and 
joy comes true for you. We 

appreciate your support 
throughout the year. 

~l,eti!Je 
Cf?oi//ure 

prop. 

Therese B. Bourbonnais TEL.: 347-388/i 

With thoughts of thanks for your 
very kind support, go our hopes 

for a very special holiday, 
abundant in love and good cheer. 

TRAITEMENT D'EAU 

xoxo 

-

Qtnmfnrt 
WATER TREATMENT AND STAFF 

The Glengarry New s, Alexandria, On t. 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Sarah. How are you? 

I'm fine. We are leaving some milk 
and cookies and a carrot for Rudolph. 
If you don't mind I would like a 
slinkey, and a etch-a-sketch and a 
Jump Love. Did your elfes make lots 
of toys this year? How are your 
reindeers. Arc all your deer ready to 
fly on Christmas eve? How is Mrs. 
Claus? 

Love, 
Sarah 

P.S. Ho Ho Ho! 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Valerie MacDonald. I 

am 11 years old. J am writing to you 
for two reasons, fi rst: I think you are 
very special, and you made all my 
Christmas dreams come true. Second: 
I have a little sister, her name is 
Audrey Lea-Ann. She is 13 months 
old. She is still too young to write to 
Santa, so please send her whatever 
you think a pretty little girl would 
want on Christmas mprning, and lots 
of love. 

Thank you and l won't forget your 
milk and cookies. 

Love, Valerie and 
Lea-Ann MacDonald 

Dear Santa: 
My name is Ashley and I am two 

years old. I have been a good girl all 
year. For Christmas I would like Alf 
a magnetic blackboard ' with letter~ 
and numbers and an etch-a-sketch. 

I will leave you milk and cookies 
and sugar for your reindecrs. 

Love, Ashley MacKay 

Dear Santa: 
Hi Santa. My name is Beverley. T 

go to Laggan School with my big 
sisters. I have been trying so hard to 
be nice to everybody. 

This year I would I ike for 
Christmas a talking Jill doll or a Tix
ytails horse. 

I hope the reindeer arc ready for 
their ride. 

Beverley MacDougall 

Dear Santa: 
How are you Santa and all those 

reindeer? This past year I tried my 
very best to behave. r hope you could 
find in your toy shop a telephone or 
a Jem Doll or car. 

I hope you ~ill have a long rest 
after a busy Christmas Eve. Have a 
Merry Christmas Day. 

Love, Marjorie 

SKY-HI 
Video and Drive-In 

BLESSINGS OF THE SEASON 

A Holiday Wish to One and All! 

I. 

• 

May your Christmas be filled with 
the joy of Christ's birth and blessed with 

the light of His love. 

: I e ••I • I I • I • • .. I I 

Merry Christmas 
Joyeux Noel 

Knights of Columbus 
Conseil St-Joseph Council 

No. 8715 Lancaster 

: . . . :, ,- ,, 

. * . , . 
· ·. Season.s -: ... ·. . . . .. . . . 

• . • .. ,.,:;.f:' : . : . * 
This year, give your family 

the gift that lasts-
CABLE TV 
Act Now! 

SUBSCRIBE TO CABLEVISION 
NOW 

There's no better time of year for you and your family 
to start enjoying all the programs Cable TV has to offer. 

From Christmas movies to religious ~pedals; 
from unforg~table children's programming to sports spectaculars, 

Cable .TV has it all. 

Call today for more information. 
There's no obHgation. 

ALEXANDRIA LANCASTER 
ALFRED LIMO GE 

BOURGET MAXVILLE 
CLARENCE CREEK PLANT A GENET 

ST. ISIDO~E DE PRESCOTT 

CALL 'IOLL - FREE 
1-800-267-9000 

' 1 

• 

• ,. 
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Hannukah affirms a sense 
Hanukkah; the Festival of Lights, is a 

joyous eight-day celebration in which 
playing games has become an important 
part of the holiday. The dreidel , (a spin
ning top) has become in its way as much a 
part of Hanukkah as the Hanukkah meno
rah. Hanukkah's central symbol. 

" Hanukkah affirms a sense of unity 
with all Jewry," says Sylvia Ettenberg, 
Director of Educational Development at 
The Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America in New York. "It is a season for 
gifts, for games and for entertainment." 

Hanukkah celebrates the successful re
volt of the Jews against the Seleucid 
Greeks (Syrians) and their king Antiochus 
Epiphanes. Antiochus forbade the Jews 
from following the Torah. He banned cir
cumcision and had idols erected in the 
Temple in Jerusalem. An elderly priest of 
Modin, Mattathias, and his five sons, or-

.Ii. ganized a rebellion which swept aside the 
~ Syrian oppressors and led to the Jewish 

people's national liberation. 
, In 165 B.C.E .. the Temple was recap

• lured by an army led by Judah Maccabee, 
~ ' the son of Mattathias. The Temple was 

cleansed and rededicated . The Temple 

menorah, the eternal flame, was relit. 
As legend has it , in the process of 

cleansing the Temple, only one sanctified 
cruse of oil was found: enough for one 
day. Miraculously, the oil burned for eight 
days, enough time for the priests to pre
pare more oil. Jews throughout the world 
today contiRue to.kindle lights during this 
eight day period to commemorate the vic
tory 01 the Maccabees and the miracle of 
the oil, a metaphor for the miracle of Jew
ish survival. 

Perhaps because the Festival of Lights is 
observed not in the synagogue but in the 
home, the holiday has found its natural ex
pression in playing games with family and 
friends. It often bridges the generation gap 
between children and parents. 

" Dreidel" is probably the most popular 
game. Jt is said to have its origin in the 
time of Antiochus. Jews were forbidden to 
study Torah. At the approach of his sol
diers, Jewish students would hide their 
books and play dreidel , pretending they 
had only gathered to gamble. 

This special top has a Hebrew letter on 
each of its four sides: nun, gimmel, heh, 
shin, which are the acrostic for Nes gadol 

Seasonal party tips 
Want the recipe for a great holiday 

party? First you take some holiday spirit. 
Add friends, relatives, good food and 
drink. Mix well and serve generously at 
every occasion, from an informal tree 
trimming gathering to a black tie New 
Year's Eve bash . 

Whether your party is to be small or 
large. casual or formal , here are some tips 
for making it a standout event. 

For a cocktail party or a buffet, keep 
foods simple yet appealing and easy-to
eat. Avoid foods that require both a fork 
and a knife since they are hard to handle 
when standing. 

Don't try to offer foods that have to be 
kept very hot or very cold or that require 
last-minute preparation. You' II be more 
relaxed if all the work is done before your 
guests arrive. 

A shrimp and vegetable platter with 
green sauce is a good choice. The savory 
sauce and colorful shrimp and crudites can 
be prepared the day before the party. 

If you prefer, you can substitute cubes 
of poached chicken breast for shrimp or 
add them to the assortment on the platter. 

Another great party dish 1s wine 
marinated mushrooms. Choose small but
ton mushrooms so you can pop them in 
your mouth in one bite. They're better 
than peanuts and far less fattening. 

Keep drinks on the light side and don't 
fuss with complicated cocktails. Instead 
of the usual high alcohol beverages . try 
serving mix-and-match wine coolers. 

A wine coll er. in case you haven't tried 
one, is a refreshing combination of wine, 
fruit juiced and soda. 

. ,\ 

F~ten your seat belts and be 
prepared for a dazzling new 
Chrlstm.as. Hope It's the best: 

DOIRON AUTO INC. 
Ovide Doiron, Jacques Decoste and Maurice Dubeau 

RR4 Alexandria, Ont. (613)525-2791 · 1-800-267-9138 

A Joyous Christmas 
May the spiritual peace of this 

Christmas enter into your lives. It's a 
time of Joy ... a time to wish 

everyone the happiness and contentmenr 
of that Holy night long ago. 

Lancaster Village 
Reeve-Milton MacDonald 

Councillors-Janette Abbey, 
Ron Sinnott, Jennifer Charbonneau, 

Denise McClements 
Clerk-Treasurer - Frances Bird 

· Road Superintendent-Jacques Lapierre 

of unity among all Jewry 
hayah sham (A great miracle happened 
there). 

The Game of Dreidel: The game opens 
with each player putting an equal amount 
of money, candy or other markers into the 
"kitty." Each spins the dreidel. When it 
stops, the letter on top determines what 
happens: nun, no win or loss; heh, take 
half the kitty; shin, put in a predetermined 
amount; gimmel, take all the kitty and be
gin again. 

The Numerical Game of Dreidel: The 
letters on the dreidel are given their nu
merical Hebrew values: nun = 50. gim
mel = 3 , heft =5, shin = 300. Each 
player spins and receives the points of the 

top letter when the dreidel stops. The win
ner is the first to reach a score of 1,000 or 
any other number agreed upon in advance. 

The Longes t Spin is another game 
played with the dreidel. At a given signal 
everyone spins a dreidel. The player 
whose dreidel spins the longest is the win
ner. 

In another game, "The Hidden 
Dreidel , ·• one player leaves the room 
while the others hide the dreidel. When 
the player returns and searches for the 
dreidel the other players sing a Hanukkah 
song, singing loude r as the searcher 
comes closer to the hidden dreidel and 
softer as the player moves away. 

From the management and staff of 

Les Encans St. Polycarpe 
Last sale of 1987 will be held December. 16. We will be closed 
December 23 and December 30. First sale of 1988 will be January 
6. For information telephone 1-514-265-3393 Wednesday only or 
Cornwall 938-8781 anytime. 

Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year 

We' re wishing you and 
your family beautiful 

moments filled with happy 
memories and pleasant 

thoughts of kind friends. 
Thanks to all for your 

loyal patronage 
throughout the year! 

Wednesday, December 16, 1987 - Page C-1 1 

Seasons Greetings 
~ f 

Wehopeyou 
enjoy Chrisbnas 

in every way. 
Thanks, friends. 

~ 

Pat St. Pierre & his staff 
would like to take th is opportunity to thank their customers for their 
patronage & wish them an old-fashioned and safe holiday season. 

1111111111r ~ ST. PIERRE 
AUT'OPRO GARAGE 
..... - 103 Military Rd., 
___, South Lancaster 

® 
Shell 

From the -management and staff of 

~ 
, 
~ 

RIVERVIEW DODGE 
Chrysler-Mitsubishi-Dodge Cars & Trucks 
2205 Vincent Massey Drive, Cornwall, Ont. K6H 5R6 (613) 938-1192 

r 
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L.M. Alcott's ''Christmas at Orchard House'' Winter 
Paradise · Jo was the first to wake in the gray 

dawn of Christmas morning. No stock
ings hung at the fireplace, and for a 
moment she felt as much disappoint
ed as she did long ago, when her little 
sock fell down because it was so 
crammed with goodies. Then she re
membered her mother's promise, and 
slipping her hand under her pillow, 
drew out a little crimson-covered 
book. She knew it very well, for it was 
that beautiful old story of the best life 
ever lived, and Jo felt that it was a true 
guidebook for any pilgrim going the 
long journey. 

She woke Meg with a "Merry 
Christmas," and bade her see what was 
under her pillow. A green-covered 
book appeared, with the same picture 
inside, and a few words written by 
their mother, which made their one 
present very precious in their eyes. 
Presently Beth and Amy woke, to rum
mage and find their little books also -
one dove-colored, the other blue; and 
all sat looking at and talking about 
them, while the east grew rosy with 
the coming day. In spite of her small 

Special 

observances 

mark advent 
In the Christian liturgy, Advent is 

the four-week period leading up to 
Christmas. It is a time of preparation 
and .of waiting; as such, it can provide 
an opportunity for families to antici
pate the coming of Christmas with 
special observances. 

An Advent wreath is a beautiful 
reminder of the joy that is to come. 
It takes its origins from pagan times, 
when the sun-worshipping tribes '-of 
northern Europe would wind greens 
around a cartwheel and decorate it 
with lights to appease the ·sun god dur
ing dark winter days. 

Today, Christians look upon the Ad
vent wreath as a symbol of the light 
which is to come at Christmas time. 
The wreath's circular shape sy111,bo
lizes God's unending eternity. The 
evergreen represents our immortality 
and God's unchanging nature. The 
four candles remind us of the 
hundreds of years mankind waited for 
the coming of Christ. 

During the first and second weeks 
of Advent, violet candles are lit, sym
bolizing longing and expectation. A 
rose candle, symbolizing joy and hope 
because Christmas is near, is lit dur
ing the third week of Advent. A vio
let candle is lit during the final week 
of Advent to complete the cycle of an
ticipation. 

On Christmas Eve, four white can
dles replace the rose and violet can
dles, as a sign of the coming of the 
light of the world, Jesus. 

Another Advent custom that chil
dren enjoy is the Advent calendar. 
This calendar features tiny little win
dows for each day of the Advent sea
son. As the youngster opens each 
window, he or she finds a special mes
sage or picture inside. Not only does 
the calendar help youngsters to "count 
down" to the big day, it can also be 
instructive and entertaining. 

vanities, Margaret had a sweet ,and pi
ous nature, which unconsciously in
fluenced her sisters, especially Jo, who 
loved her very tenderly, and obeyed 
her because her advice was so gently 
given. 

"Girls," said Meg seriously, look
ing from the tumbled head beside her 
to the two little night-capped ones in 
the room beyond, "mother wants us to 
read and love and mind these books, 
and we must begin at once. We used 
to be faithful about it; but since father 
went away, and all this war trouble un
settled us, we have neglected many 
things. You can do as you please; but 
I shall keep my book on the table near, 
and read a little every morning as soon 
as I wake, for I know it will do me 
good, and help me through the day." 

Then she opened her new book and 
began to read. Jo put her arm round 
her, and, leaning cheek to cheek, read 
also, with the quiet expression so sel
dom seen on her restless face. 

"How good Meg is! Come, Amy, 
let's do as they do. I'll help you with 
the hard words, and they'll explain 

things if we don't understand," whis
pered Beth, very much impressed by 
the pretty books and her sisters' 
example. 

'Tm glad mine is blue," said A{fly; 
and then the rooms were very still 
while the pages were softly turned, 
and the winter sunshine crept in to 
touch the bright heads and serious 
faces with a Christmas greeting. 

"How nice my handkerchiefs look, 
don't they? Hannah washed and ironed 
them for me, and I marked them all 
myself," said Beth, looking proudly at 
the somewhat uneven letters which had 
cost her such labor. 

"Bless the child! she's gone and put 
'Mother' on them instead of 'M. Mar
ch.' How funny!" cried Jo, taking up 
one. 

" Isn't it right,? I thought it was bet
ter to do it so, because Meg's initials 
are 'M.M . ,' and I don't want anyone 
to use these but Marmee," said Beth, 
looking troubled. 

"It's all right, dear and a very pret
ty idea - quite sensible, too, for no 
one can ever mistake now. It will 

We· d lil~e to soy rhonl~ you for your 

graciousness in all our dealings and for 

rhe opporrunlry ro be of seNice. 

Ray Beaupre and Staff 

CLOVERLEAF 
GAS BAR 

Your PETROCAN 
Dealer in 
Lancaster 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 
To us, Christmas is a bouquet 

of bright holiday cheer ... and 
the pleasure of saying 'thanks' 

to good customers like you. 

Normande Beaupre & Staff 
CHEZ NORMANDE 

LANCASTER FLORIST 
Lancaster 

-Gloria in ~Excelsis Deo! 
May you bask in the warmth of His eternal love. 

-TABAG IE ALEXANDRIA NEWSSTAND 
Luc, Ginette and Roxanne 

431B Main St. S., Alexandria T~l. 525-1787 

May the holidays be filled 
with gladness, peace and 
fulfillment. It's a pleasure to 
serve all our neighbors. 

Township · of Kenyon_ 
Reeve: J. Wilfred Vallance. Deputy-Reeve: Finlay McDonell 

Councillors : Donald Besner, Joan Siwik. Gerald Trottier 
Clerk: Mary J. Mccuaig , Deputy-Clerk: Elizabeth Barton 

Road Superintendent: John H. McDonald 
Drainage Superintendent: Peter M. Addison 

please her very much, I know," said 
Meg, with a frown for Jo and a smile 
for Beth . 

Not a very splendid show, but there 
was a great deal oflove done up in the 
few little bundles; and the tall vase of 
red roses, white chrysanthemums, and 
trailing vines, which stood in the mid
dle, gave quite an elegant air to the 
table. 

"She's coming! Strike up, Beth! 
Open the door, Amy! Three cheers for 
Marmee!" cried Jo, prancing about, 
while Meg went to conduct mother to 
the seat of honor. 

Beth played her gayest march, Amy 
threw open the door, and Meg enact
ed escort with great dignity. 

Mrs. March was both surprised and 
touched; and smiled with her eyes full 
as she examined her presents, and read 
the little notes which accompanied 
them. The slippers went on at once, a 
new handkerchief was slipped into her 
pocket, well scented with Amy's 
cologne, the rose was fastened in her 
bosom, and the nice gloves were pro
nounced a "perfect fit." 

V 
n· 

Seasons 
ever-change, 
but the good 

old-fashioned spirit 
ot Christmas lives 
on forever, along 

with hopes tor 
peace and love 

throughout 
the world. 

From Lindsay DaPrato 
and Garrett McGillis 

LIN SCOTT 
DRAINAGE LTD. 

Alexandria 525-1940 

HAVEA 
MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 
MASSON INSURANCE 

BROKERS LTD. 
8 St . George St. W., Alexandria Closed Mon. Dec, 28 

,,,.. . ..,.,-- ..... _~ ---

"UNTO us A cl-iild is boRN " • • • 

LET us opEN ouR HEARTS TO All 

wiTH THouqHTs of bRoTHERHood ANd qoodwill 

TOWARd MANkiNd. BEST wisHES foR A joyous NoEl. 

Lancaster Township 
Reeve- Bernard McDone/1, Deputy-Reei·e- Charles Sangster 

Cuu11ci/lors- Roger Brazeau, Roch Major, Richard Vaillancourt 
and all our office and road staff 
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Old fashioned Christmas has special appeal 
An old-fashioned Christmas! What 

wonderful memories and images that 
expression evokes! 

In the days before Christmas, 
Mother would be busy at the old wood 
stove, baking special breads, pies, 
cakes and sugar cookies, or making 
maple sugar candy. Sister would be 
helping mother in the kitchen, while 
brother kept the wood box filled with 
wood. 

Dad would go into the woods and 
chop down the Christmas tree, bring-

$
. it home triumphantly on a sled. 

tree was placed in the parlor, with 
candles decorating it, as well as 

-.stnngs of popcorn and cranberries that 
~ had been strung by the children. Pop

corn balls wrapped in tinfoil, and 

paper cones filled with homemade 
candy also decorated the tree. 

The Christmas season actually be
gan much earlier in the old days, for 
most gifts were handmade and so had 
to be worked on months in advance. 
The boys often made wooden objects, 
while the girls might embroider hand
kerchiefs or aprons. Mother, of course, 
kept her needles busy as she knit or 
crocheted garments for the whole fa
mily. Dad would whittle whistles or 
animals, or make a hobby horse or 
wooden doll. 

On Christmas Eve, at the old coun
try church, the tree was the biggest 
you'd ever seen, ablaze with candles. 
Nearby someone held a ten-foot pole 
that had a wet sponge tied on the end, 
should a fire start. 

The bells would ring out over the 
countryside, bringing families in their 
sleighs or bobsleds, eager to worship 
the new-born King. What a delightful, 
jingling sound the bells on the horses 
would make, as they trotted through 
the snowy countryside. The bobsled or 
sleigh would be fiiled with hay, and the 
youngsters would snuggle under lap 
robes and gaze at the stars above, or 
hop on one of the heavy runners for an 
exciting ride. 

A Christmas play would be per
formed at the church by the children, 
and afterwards Santa would make an 
appearance, rewarding the youngsters 
with goodies. 

After hanging their stockings over 
the fireplace on Christmas Eve, the 
children would go to bed, happy with 

anticipation. They slept m big, fluffy 
beds, with feather ticks and feather 
comforters. If it was an especially cold 
night, mother would wrap a hot iron 
in flannel to warm their feet. 

On Christmas ·morning, the young
sters would dash downstairs to find 
their stockings filled with nuts, apples, 
peppermint canes, hard ribbon candy, 
tin horns and a real orange in the toe 
of each stocking! 

After Christmas dinner, the young
sters would go sledding or skating. 
Later, by the lamplight, the family 
might gather around the organ and 
sing carols, or perhaps dad would read 
a favodte scripture passage or a poem. 

Christmas oflong ago was a simple, 
unhurried, and happy time. 

\ . 
J-\quar1um and fish can be the most beloved gift 

Of all Christmas pre~ents. perhaps the 
most beloved is a living gift such as an 
aquarium filled with tropical fish. Color
ful, varied a nd sure to be enjoyed by the 
lucky recipient , it's also easy to maintain 
and adds a unique decorative touch to fam
ily room, living room or den. 

In fact, a recent study by researchers at 
the University of Pennsylvania concluded 
it is even a benefit in relieving stress. 

Bestowing a home aquarium upon a 
friend, relative or your own children has 
many positive benefits. Throughout rhe 
U .S., 10 million aquariums are being en
joyed in homes. offices, restaurants and 
hotels. 

In order to select the best aquarium for 
your money, one that's filled with colorful 
tropical fish and easy to maintain, it's a 
good idea to do a little investigating. 

Reliable source 

First, you will want to locate a good 
dealer in your area . If you have a friend 
who·has an aquarium, ask for a reference; 
otherwise the phone book lists most tropi
cal fish retailers . 

It is advisable to purchase a book that 
provides complete instructions on setting 
up and maintaining an aquarium. 

One basic rule to follow, however, is to 
buy the largest aquarium possible since, 
the g reater the water environment, the less 
chance of water problems . 

If you receive an aquarium a~ a gift, you 
must assume all the responsibilities for 
maintenance. 

When determining where to put your 
new aquarium, you should consider sev
eral factors. You will not want to put it in 
direct sunlight, since this will cause algae 
to grow on the glass and plastic accessor
ies. 

You will also not want to put it on your 
best carpeting since. during water 
c hanges it is possible for some water to 
splash on the floor. ancl :,,ou will be sure to 
want to put it on a firm ,tand since water is 

heavy. 
After you have decided on the aquar

ium. your first accessory will be a tightly 
fitting canopy cover equipped with a fluo
rescent fixture. Fluorescent fixtures throw 
off a cool I ight and wil I not cause fl uctua
tions in the water temperature. 

While we are on the subject ot:. water 
temperature, tropical fish require an envi
ro nment maintained at around 75° F 
(25°C). You will therefore need a good 
heater and an aquarium thermometer. 

A rece nt development in thi technol
ogy is the liquid crystal digital them1ome
ter which affixes to the o utside of th e 
aquarium yet measures most accurate ly 
the water temperature. 

You wi ll also need a quality filter. Your 
dealer can give you proper aclv ice since 
there arc several types of filters and your 
needs will vary with the size of your aquar
ium. If you arc going to keep a lot of fish. 
you wi ll also want a separate air pump to 
add oxygen to the water. 

Planning decor 

Decorating an aquarium is great fun. 
There arc multi-colored gravels. highly 
decorative backgrounds and hundreds of 
ornaments. as well as plastic plants so real 
in reproduction it's almost impossible to 
diMinguish them from live plants. 

Most good retailers will have a com
plete assonment and your selection should 
be based on the siLe of your aquarium and 
the amount of money you decide to spend . 

Once you have set up your aquarium . 
you should add a chlorine neutralizer to 
the water and adcl only a few fish initially. 
These few fish wi ll help develop the 
proper biological conditions necessary to 
maintain a fully stocked aquarium . 

After three to four weeks . assuming 
everyth ing is functioning properly. you 
can then go ahead and add the rest of you r 
fish. 

Aquarium maintenance is a lot simpler 
than people think . Every two weeks :J par-

Happiness is ... 
sharing a special 
holiday with good 
friends like. you. 

--
LALONDE GENERAL STORE 

117 Main St. S., Alexandria Tel. 525-1424 

I ,:,; 

• -i 
I 
~ 

I 
j 

We wish you an old-fashioned holiday filled with Ion ~ I and lauihter and all the special dellihts of the season. ! 

I "" I I I 

tial water change (not greater than 20 per
cent) by siphoning the water from th e 
bottom of the aquarium is all that is re
quired. 

A device called the Hydro-Clean allows 
a n efficient si_phoning by separat ing the 
debris in the gravel and removing it with 
the water from the aquarium. On a 
monthly basis, your filter will require min
imal maintenance. That's all there is. 

Best times to be 
had by all this 

Christmas 
season. To all our 

wonderful 
patrons we say 

Thanks I 

PAIN 

Following this simple routine, chance5 
of fish disease or any othe r aquari um 
problems are remote. In fact, one of the 
biggest problems people have is spending 
too much time maintaining their aquar
ium. 

On a daily basis, of course, fish should 
be fed and a good quality flake food will 
provide a complete diet for a lmost'all fish. 

ALEXANDRIA 
HOTEL 

Management & Staff 
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ff{LUJ gB6d &Wt ruuL 
gruulfuwuj~~ 

ylJU/t ~~ewifty ol 
tlce,~~00.. 

YBUlt&~kil> ~aw. 
From Claude, Robin, 

Ken and Pat Robinson 
at 

Robin's Place 
North Lancaster 

lt•!!i a lovely time to expre!!is 
our wishes of thanks and 
f riend!!ihlp. It's been our 
pleasure to serve you alt: 

From all of us at 

SALON UNISEX 
Marielle Hamelin, Prop. 

Lise, Sylvie, Ginette and Anita 

78 Main St., Alexandria Tel. 525-2296 

BREAD I c~e o:-- i 1 .LI ay 1 I -~ GEO. LANTHIER & FILS LTEE. ~ 
I I¼•• . ..~ 
I,,.. . East on South Service Road ••ej~ i~•• 401 Exit at Lancaster J ~ 58 Dominion St. Alexandria Alexandr••, Ont ~ 

a:~::~~~-)S()al~)JmUMtJ•WU.~:~~ \lW.~~ K!\S• ~!W~ ~~=~w ~ft~-~~~~~(," 
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The origins of Christmas holiday customs u\Aay t/leosuttes 
glleat ot1d smoQQ be 
you/ls this ltoQiday. 
v.ltan'2lng you oQQ. 

Why do we send cards at Christmas 
time or put up a tree? There are many 
traditions we take for granted during 
the holiday season, and it is interest
ing to learn how some of these cus
toms originated. 

The ancient Druids can be thanked 
for the custom of hanging mistletoe at 
Christmas. In the rituals of the 
Druids, mistletoe was cut down with 
a golden sickle in November. The 
mistletoe would be divided up among 
the people, who took the plant home 
to hang over their doors. The Druids 
believed that the plant could work 
miracles of healing, protect against 
witchcraft, and make the land fertile. 
The origin of the custom of kissing 
under the mistletoe is not known, but 

it may have been inspired by the 
plant's supposed powers of fertility. 

The Germans originated the custom 
of placing a tree in the home at Christ
mas time. There are several legends 
to explain the custom. One credits St. 
Boniface, a missionary to Germany 
during the eighth century. According 
to the legend, one Christmas Eve the 
saint chopped down a sacred oak 
which had been used as a site for hu
man sacrifices. As the oak fell, a fir 
tree miraculously appeared in its 
place. Another legend says that on the 
night Christ was born, all the trees in 
the forest bloomed and bore fruit, 
even though it was the middle of 
winter. 

Martin wther, a German, is thought 

to have first decorated the Christmas 
tree. The story goes that wther, walk
ing under the stars one night, was in
spired to bring home an uprooted fir 
tree and place candles on its branches 
as a reminder of the heavens. 

The nativity scenes that are so be
loved at Christmas time are a tradi
tion given to us by St. Francis of 
Assisi. On Christmas Eve in 1223, 
Francis was inspired to reenact the na
tivity for the people of the town of 
Greccio in [taly. St. Bonaventure 
described the event in his writings: 
" ... they made ready a manger, and 
bade hay, together with an ox and an 
ass, be brought unto the place ... The 
man of God, filled with tender love, 

New styles for 'light' food and drink 
drinks, instead of brandy. pan. Bring this mixture to boil; stir 

to blend; cover pan; and let stand at 
least 2 hours. Then strain the spice-

stood before the manger, bathed in 
tears, and overflowing joy." 

It was claimed that the hay used in 
the crib had remedied sick beasts af
terward, arid many other wonders 
were attributed to this first manger 
scene. The idea quickly caught the 
fancy of the faithful and before a cen
tury had' passed, carvings of the na
tivity scene, or creches, were used 
throughout Europe during the holiday 
season. 

The custom of sending Christmas 
cards probably originated with an En
glishman, Sir Henry Cole, who com
missioned John Horsely to design a 
card in 1843. The card featured a fa
mily celebrating the season, with two 
smaller motifs depicting charitable 
acts; "Clothing the Naked" and 
"Feeding the Hungry." The card was 
lithographed and sold in 1846, and 
thus the Christmas card was born. 

Whether originating in legend or 
real Life, the customs of Christmas en
rich the season for us all. 

.. : . ... . . . 
"•\·;·· .. 

.. . . 

Viau's Ladies Wear 
Emile & Colette Viau & Staff 

Hours: Thurs. & Friday , Dec. 17 & 18, 9-9 'A 
Sat. , Dec. 19, 9-5 ~ 

Mon ., Tues. & Wed., Dec. 21, 22, 23, 9-9 
Thurs., Dec. 24, 9-5 

'Green Valley, Ont. 525-2992 a 
f 

Nothing is as warming to the spirit 
as the perennial charm of the Christ
mas holidays, a time when we look 
forward to the special joys of family 
reunions and celebrations with 
friends . Christmas highlights all that 
is traditional on the American scene 
- the decorated tree, wrapped pres
ents, and crackling hearth. Some 
long-standing traditions are slowly 
changing, however, and foremost 
among these is the Yuletide "groan
ing board." A modern lifestyle now 
suggests that we savor holiday food 
and drink - not succumb to it. Dis
appearing, dish by dish , are redundant 
items like three kinds of potatoes and 
four kinds of pie. At contemporary 
Christmas buffets, the turkey is now 
surrounded by steamed green vegeta
bles, lighter sauces and fruit 
compotes. 

The Christmas punch is a festive 
seasonal drink which has· benefited 
from a new light approach. The heavy 
eggnog version of years past has been 
replaced by a new classic punch which 
is low in calories, but rich with tradi
tional Yuletide flavor. Simple to make, 
it's created by combining ½ cup su
gar, 2 cups water, 4 sliced lemons, 2 
sliced oranges, 6 whole cloves and 2 
cinnamon sticks in a medium sauce-

fruit mixture into a punch bowl, and ----------------------------------------; 
add 4 cups of strong tea which has 

Similarly, there has been a revolu
tion in our choice of spirits. Ameri
cans are drinking less, but drinking 
better, and the new viewpoint can be 
summed up in one word: light. Athol
iday time, as at other times of the year, 
modern Americans who prefer ·a na
tural, flavorful, low-calorie drink are 
choosing Scotch. A one and a half 
ounce serving of Scotch (with or with
out water) contains only 104 calories, 
compared to a five-ounce glass of ta
ble wine, which has 120 calories, or 
a 12-ounce glass of beer, which has 
130 to 140 calories. 

[n an era of additives, Scotch is also 
legendary for its purity. Made only 
from ~!ear Scottish water, cereal and 
yeast, Scotch whisky has become the 
world's most popular mixed drink be
cause its innumerable fans know they 
can depend on its superb quality. Ac
cording to The Scotch Whiskey [nfor
mation Center, blended Scotches can 
contain as many as 50 single malts, 
making up the rainbow of authorita
tive flavors which enable the spirit to 
stand up to today's more adventurous 
foods . Single malt Scotches, which 
are exploding in popularity in the 
U.S., have distinctive characters rang-

FUDGE 
l cup white sugar 
1 cup brown sugar 
114 cup syrup 
112 cup milk 
114 cup butter melted 

Boil 2 112 minutes. Add 2 tsps . of · 

been cooled to room temperature, l 1/2 
cups of orange juice, l cup Scotch 
whisky, and 1 bottle (28 ounces) of 
club soda. Add plenty of ice cubes, 
and float lemon wedges on top. Serves 
12 people. 

cocoa. Boil again for five minutes, 
then take off the heat. Stir in one tsp. 
of vanilla. Return to the heat. Boil un
til it becomes creamy. Turn out onto 
a buttered plate and cut into squares. 

Therese Brunette, 
St. Eugene 

Well seasoned wishes for a holiday 
filled with joy. It has been our great 

privilege to know and serve you. 

ing in taste from smoky to peaty. Nothing like it on earth.'" 
These are often sipped as after-dinner 

Andre Seguin and Staff 
Green Valley, Ont. 

525-2190 

We sincerely 
wish that you 
may enjoy 
a holiday season 
f u II to 
overflowing 
with life's best. 

,,,,;, · 

May the New Year 
bring our good 

friends and 
patrons many 
moments rich 

with peace and 
contentment. 

Nelson Menard 
Sales Rep. 

MARLEAU GARAGE LTD. 
524-5783 

• 
tiII~III 

St. Bernardin, Ont. K0B 1 NO 
(613) 678-2033 

SALES & SERVICE 
Industrial & Agriculture 

At your service for 40 years 

A fresh team for today's farmer. 
~ a 

Also dealer for 

Albert Leroux 
Sales Rep. 
678-3332 

Sprayer 
dea ler 

~ BUSH®HOG GE H ~ ffiID WIL-RICH 

To all our customers and friends, we want to extend 
our best wishes for a 

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year 
We also want to assure them· of our services 

in the coming year 

WILFRID MAJOR LTD. 
NORTH LANCASTER,, ORT. 
~ Tel. (613) 347-3211 - , 

347-3919 ...... 
All SHUR-GAIN Feeds and SHUR-GAIN Animal 

Health ·Pr.oducts - Pelleting Facilities 
Minerals - Custom Mixing 
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IT'he legends of the season add • 
to its beauty 

There are countless legends that 
bave grown up around the season of 
Christmas. 

In Italy, the legend of La Befana 
tells of the Three Kings who came to 
her home, in search of the Infant Je
sus. They invited La Befana to join 
them on their journey to Bethlehem, 

ut she refused, for she was too busy 
leaning her house. The following 

day, the old woman set out to overtake 
the Three Kings, but she never did, 

• or did she ever reach Bethlehem. 
-,.she would stop wherever there was 
a child, leaving a gift, in hopes that I she would find the Christ Child. That 

' 

is why Italian children await gifts 
brought by La Befana on January 5th. 
If they've been naughty however, she 
Will leave them lumps of coal instead! 

A legend that originated in Sweden 
tells of the Christmas rose. Accord
ing to the story, a monk was tending 
his garden when a woman appeared, 
saying that she was the wife of a rob
ber living in the forest. She told the 
monk of some beautiful flowers that 
bloomed in the forest on Christmas 
Eve. He persuaded her to lead him to 
the forest in exchange for obtaining a 
pardon for her husband. 

On Christmas Eve, the snow disap-

peared and the forest bloomed, as the 
woman had said. But the snow began 
to fall again, and the monk, heart
broken, died clutching one of the blos
soms. Its root was planted in the 
monastery garden, where it bloomed 
into a beautiful rose, and the robber 
was pardoned. 

Another legend tells of a woodcut
ter and his wife · and children who 
lived in a hut in the forest. The fami
ly was poor, but their home was filled 
with love. 

One Christmas Eve, as the family 
ate a humble meal, there was a knock 

at the door. 
The woodcutter opened the door to 

find a small boy, shivering with cold . 
A blanket was wrapped about him and 
he was given some of the modest 
repast. That night, the boy stayed with 
the woodcutter's family, and the next 
morning, the woodcutter found the 
boy standing in the middle of the 
room, surrounded by a dazzling light. 
It was the Christ Child. 

~ a king those New Year's promises stick 

He took a stick from the fireplace 
and thrust it into the ground outside 
the hut. Promising the woodcutter that 
the stick would become an evergreen 
tree to bear fruit so that the family 
need .never suffer from hunger during 
winter, the Christ Child disappeared . 

A beautiful legend concerning the 
poinsettia comes to us from Mexico. 
It seems that a poor young boy had 
nothing to offer the Christ Child on 
Christmas Eve, as was the custom in 
his village. 

New Year's resolutions . Every year 
you make them. And then ... you 
break them. You·re not alone. On January 
l. when celebrating, entertaining 
and general over-indulgence cease. 
millions of North Americans will once 
again boldly begin putting into action their 
brand new resolutions. 

Unfortunately , for most people, the 
resolves won't last. According to experts 
,in behavioral and movitational 
psychology. no matter how strong the 
,urge or will to succeed. the failure rate 
of New Year's resolutions is 
astronomical . 

Experts say that by February, almost all 
resolutions are broken. On the average, 
most people slip up during the second 
week of January. And , as we all know, 
this critical slip-up is usually a small 
harmless flaw that leaves us with an over-

whelming sense of defeat. We abandon all 
efforts and simply wait for next New Year 
to begin all over again. 

As bleak as this scenario may seem, 
there is no reason to settle for defeat in. 

Sandra Solomon, a behavior 
therapist whose business is helping peo
ple make positive and lasting lifestyle 
changes, offers some tips on setting 
realistic goals to guaranteed success and 
satisfaction . 

An experienced consultant in human 
development and personal growth , 
Solomon's message is al"\ encouraging 
one: It's not too late to map out a workable 
plan If you've already failed , 
you don't have to wait until next year to 
take some action. 

Solomon says the one resolution that 
tops most lists is losing weight and get-

Pins are making a strong comeback 
If you 're looking for the ideal Christ

mas gift for a woman or man of any age, 
you 'II be especially interested in the ren
aissance of the pin. Every major clothing 
collection shows pins on lapels , scarves, 
collars, berets and ties. 

This Christmas, the fashion trends have 
:-et the scene for pins. Stylish accents rang
ing from large baroque pins to classic 
cameos and whimsical roadrunners make 
file selection of the perfect Christmas gift 
of pins an easy choice, according to Jewel
ers of America, the national association of 

jewelers. 

Versatile accessory 

Not only can you pick pins to go with 
any fashion, but you can also personalize 
your choice according to a person's hob
bies or character. .. and there are styles at 
every price ranl,(e. 

Pins and brooches are turning up in all 
materials and combinations - gold and 

Styles include: Bar, circle, wave, geo
metnc , abstract, filigree, medal pins in a 
myriad of motifs. 

(pl~~!:.~: ~~th 
feeling of gratitude '·· l -- , . ,, ,, 

that we greet you · · 

this Happy Season. 

·Maxville 
Village Council 

Reeve- George Currier 
Councillors- Verna MacGregor. Dale Munro, 

David Munro. Allen Douglas 
Clerk-Treasurer- C.A. Charbonneau 

Wish all residents a Very Merry Christmas and a Very 
Happy New Year 

ting in shape. Among women, this is the 
· most commonly made- and broken- New 
Year's resolution . 

Setting reasonable goals is one key to 
success. If the goals are too high , failure 
happens quite easily. In diet programs, a 
loss of one to two pounds a week allows 
a person to maintain a healthful eating 
plan and permanently adjust to better life
long eating habits essential for long-term 
weight control . 

Solomon recommends finding a weight 
loss program that is nutritionally balanc
ed, satisfying and flexible. 

Thinking that at least he could pray, 
he knelt outside the church window. 
Rising to his feet , he discovered a 
beautiful plant with scarlet leaves 
right in the spot where he had knelt. 
He took the flower and placed it on 
the altar. The plant became known as 
"The Flower of the Holy Night" in 
Mexico. 

We wish you happy holidays, 

and take this opportunity to thank 

you for the continued loyalty 

and confidence you have shown us . 

Alain & Ginette Bourgon 

The Brown House Store 

Jacques Lauzon 
Accounting 

124 Main St. S., Alexandria 525-4731 
Ip 
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With a ll good t houghts for a holiday of sheer joy and 
u n bound ing love. To a ll ou r customer ~ we say ''Than k You"! 

TOWN· LAUNDROMAT 
Archie and Catherine Stewart 

(near Mac's Milk) 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
Many thanks for 
your patronage 

from 

ZIGGY M. LOOS 
& Sons Inc. 

~GRAVELY & \~ :J:1 1 i I 
Authorizeo Sales & Service 

and other 
Fine Farm Implements 

Christmas 
Dreams 

From The Staff Of 

ROZON INSURANCE 
BROKERS LIMITED 

200 Main Street, Lancaster 

(613) 347-7600 
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\ 

<Pl\t6T~ UtLL 
RESTAURANT & PUB 

cace 
on earth 

anO qoOO\Vtll 
Unto all ... 

Best Wishes 
from 

Management and Staff 

Country &-1 [J raJitional 
C}ifts &-1 'Decorating 
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ulJt. ea"'i-~ 
de. /J•e.'/ 

Dear Santa: 
We are Ian and Amy Crooks. Ian 

is 4 and Amy is 3. We try to be good. 
We help Mummy and Daddy. Ian 
would like a fork lift, skid steer loader 
and tractor and wagon. Amy would 
like My Little Pony, My Little Pony 
House and a Key per. 

We love you Santa. Thank you so 
much for what you gave us last year. 

Love, Ian and Amy 
XO, XO 

- ~::_,...,c.. . ' 
- !"~~l • • ;._, - ,,.:,:.,.•. 

~\~_..,,..( .. ~ "- ,.> _,.. - ·· ~ ~ ___ .... -

--~~~~~ii.;~i!~~;:.;;,f;··~~ 
Ktisfy IJJ; / SoAJ 

jAIJI 

A Christmas poem ... 
The time draws near the birth of Christ: 

The moon is hid; the night is still 
The Christmas bells from- hill to hill 

Answer each other in the mist. 
Four voices of four hamlets round, 

From far and near, on mead and moor, 
Swell out and fail, as if a door 

Were shut between me and the sound: 
Each voice four changes on the wind, 

That now dilate, and now decrease 
Peace and goodwill, goodwill and peace, 

Peace and goodwill, to all mankind. 
This year I slept and woke with pain, 

I almost wish'd no more to wake, 
And that my hold on life would br~k 

Before I heard those bells again: 

Cre.ative 

table 

settings 
.. Mix classic traditional elements with 

the vitality of today. You will find that cre
ative table settings can be entertaining and-
highly self-expressive, .. Watkins notes. 

"The old rules are gone." he points out. 
"In their place. there's a marvelous mix of 
good taste. functionalism and just plain 
fu .. 

n. 

Quality on a budget 

But they the troubled spirit rule, 
For they controll'd me when a boy; 

They bring me sorrow touch'd with joy , 
· The merry, merry bells of Yule. 
Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 

The flying cloud, the frosty light: 
The year is dying in the night; 

Ring out, wild bells, a'n'd let him die. 
Ring out the old, ring in the new, 

Ring, happy bells, across the ,snow: 
The year is going, let him go; 

Ring out the false, ring in the true. 
Ring in the valiant man and free, 

The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be. 
- by Alfred Tennyson 

I 

HOLID AY 
<GRE&TIN GS 

Many young couples on tight budgets 
will find that today's far less expensive sil
ver plate, and even stainless steel flatware. 
projects the look of fine quality, the Coun-

cil points out. This i~ also true of today's 
china and glassware. 

That first serving bowl bought inexpen
sively by young newlyweds might fit in 
easily with more expensive tableware that 
came as wedding gifK 

What better way 
/ .-,,- .c:c:cc:c:c:cc,<,"' to show our appreciation 

Combine and contrast 

In one table setting. Watkins used a 
large piggy bank in the center of the table 
among fine dinnerware . and ~erved a ham 
with all the trimmings. In another setting. 
he used a lucite ice chest and accessories 
with formal dinnerware on a mahogany 
table. 

than to say "thank you" for 
your continuing io1alty and trust. 

May your Christmas be merry and bright. 

11'""1 Jacques Blondin 
PITROCANADA Agent Hwy. 43, Alexandria 

525-2600 

Merry Christmas to_ old friends and new. 
We send our wishes for a season of Love and Faith. 

Hearts merry ... days 
bright ... happiness 
always. For you and 
all your loved ones. 
Happy holidays! 

Roger's Texaco Station 

315 Main St. S. 525-2888 

The Glengarry News, Alexandria, Ont. 

Helpings of joy and 
happiness for tables 

blessed with goodness. 
Our thanks go out to 
all our loyal iriends. 

Green Valley Bar-8-Q 
Marcel & Helene Campeau, prop. 

Green Valley 525-4354 

~razon's irrrtin.sz 
from Allan, Doreen, Dale and Julie Crites at 

ALLAN CRITES EXCAVATION LTD. 

MERRY CH.RISTMAS 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

to all our customers and friends 

The chipstand will be closed from 
December 23 to the end of January 

Claude & Elaine Levac 
and all the staff of the chipstand 

From the Management 
and staff of the Co-op. 

Our warmest wishes for 
a happy, healthy holiday 
season, and prosperity in 
the coming year. 

We look forward to 
serving you in 1988. 

Htei'UJ ClvtiJIHtM 
& 

Happy Hew Yell/(, 

A warm and wonderful thanks to all. The Farm Store ... a,,,a ?n()M ! 
Guy's Mobile Garage R. V.A. Steel Works Ltd. 

Alexandria 
Tel. 525-1575 

Main St., N., Alexandria 
Tel. 525-1072 

Jean Guy, Annette, Rudy, Keith , Lu and Pierre 

ALEXANDRIA 
363 Main St. 525-4116 
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Traditions of Christmas past in Ontario Thanks to the 
support of friends 

old and new, it's 
always a pleasure 

doing business with 
you. Happy holidays. 

In Upper Canada in the 1850s, when the 
legend of Santa Claus (alias Saint 
Nicholas, Father Christmas and Kris 
Kringle) began to grow in popularity, con
siderable speculation surrounded his 
means of transportation. Quick, young 
minds sought solutions to the obvious dif
ficulty of visiting so many homes in so 
short a period of time Christmas Eve. 

According to the recently published 
Canadian Christmas Book by Caroline 
Carver, the debate focussed on a number 
of possiblilities, among them that Santa 
arrived (a) on snowshoes; (b) crossing the 
St. Lawrence on a whale; (c) riding in a 
sled pulled by reindeer, and, finally, (d) 
riding on the back of a giant-sized turkey. 

- ~ Caroline said: " On Dasher, on 
~ ncer, on Prancer , on Turkey . .. " It 's 
eaj,Y to understand why the reindeer theme I won wide acceptance and it certainly has 

, withstood the test of time. 
At Christmas, it's fun to look at how 

1e season was celebrated a century or 
ore ago and to learn where some of the 
aditions we enjoy today have their roots. 
Christmas in the mid-19th century was 

more festive that it was 75 years earlier. 
In 1784, when United Empire Loyalists 
began settling the territory which even
tually became Ontario, Christmas was 
likely a somber occasion. Having sought 
freedom in Canada from persecution in 
the United States following the American 
Revolution, those early pioneers had lit
tle of material value; a few clothes, almost 
no food and inadequate shelter. They 
huddled along the shores of the St. 
Lawrence and Niagara rivers fighting for 
survival and no doubt praying for better 
days ahead. 

Better days did come. Settlements and 
settlers prospered. Many more people 
came to make their homes here and 
gradually the Christmas traditions we 
know today began to take root. 

According to Catharine Parr Trail, who 
arrived in Canada in 1832 and who wrote 
1he Canadian Settler's Guide, people here 
did not observe the occasion as had been 
Che custom in England. She wrote: 
" When I first came to Canada, I was 
much surprised at the cold indifference 
which most people showed in their obser
vance of Christmas Day - with the ex
ception of the few residing English 
fiimilies, the church was scantily attend
ed. For in those days there was no dress
ing of the houses or churches with 
evergreens as is now so generally the 

Practical 
tips for 
the holidays 

There's nothing like Christmas. The an
ticipation, the tree, the friends and fami
ly . The snow, or the hoping for snow to 
make it all official. The feeling that • 
everything will br. all right. The 
ivemories, reflections and dreams of 
C:hristmases past. 

But for some, Christmas is just a good 
t1111e for exploiting others, a time for tak
ing. an opportunity to make what's yours, 
theirs. 

They are the thieves, the .modern-day 
Scrooges who will take the merry out of 
your Christmas-if you let them. 

Here are some practical ways to help 
keep Christmas Scrooges from spoil ing 
your hol iday season. 

WHEN YOU'RE OUT 
• •Leave lights on in several rooms, at
tiiched to timers turning them on and off 
t varying intervals . Also leave a radio on 

ttmed to an all-talk station. 
•Leave drapes and &hades open to 

reflect normal household patterns . 
• Don't leave lawn furniture, ladders, 

etc .. lying around. 
•Turn down the volume on your 

phones. Constant ringing advert ises your 
absence. 

•If you're going to be away for an ex
tended period. leave a car parked in your 
driveway. Make sure your grass will be 
cut or the snow shoveled. Cancel all 
deliveries such as newspapers, milk, etc. 
Have a friend or neighbor pick up your 
mail and use your trash cans. 

During the holiday season, fire is also 
a threat lO your property- and your life. 
You might do well to ask yourself the 
following hard questions: Have I taken the 
(lrnper safety precautions regarding my 
Christmas tree? Do I know life-saving fire 
escape procedures- in case I do have a 
fire? 

Herc arc some Christmas fire preven
~ltm and I ifc sav ing hints: 
• •Keep Christmas trees away from open 
;tlames. 
; • Turn off Christmas tree lghts when 

_§Ou go to bed and when you leave your 
~ ome. 

' , • Keep the tree well watered . 

' , • • Don' t put a tree near space heaters. 
• Be sure all electrical appliances and 

~e lights are UL-listed. 
• Always sleep with the bedroom or hall 

oor closed. Closed doors can keep flames 
ut long enough for you to escape through 
window. 
• Agree on a way everyone can com-

1unicate during a fire . Use a whistle. 
nock on walls. or just yell. 
• Don't waste time getting dressed or 

,abbing belongings. 
• Check doors for intense heat or in

•ading smoke before opening. If smoke 
i coming in around the edges. or if the 
oor is hot. don 't try to open it. 
• When you ·ve determined it"s safe . 

pen the door carefu lly. with shoulder 

• Crawling along the floor will help you 
, o breathe more easily. 
1 • Decide on a meeting place outside. 
,t>raced against it and head to one side. 
,Open slightly and be ready to close quick
,1:Y if heat and smoke rush in . 
• 
:Once outside. do not re-enter the 
structure . 

custom ... But while the nativity of our 
Lord was little regarded, all its honor and 
glory was conferred on the New Year's 
day. " 

The religious Christmas Day was 
celebrated by Anglicans, Catholics and 
German Lutherans then. Those of Scot
tish descent, who were mainly Presby
terian, made New Year's Day a festival. 

That year Catharine set out to decorate 
the home where sh~was a guest as she 
would have done in England. Evergreen 
boughs were draped over doors and pic
ture frames and along mantles . In the 
absence of holly , Catharine used 
cranberry boughs . The cranberry bushes 
were plentiful in Upper Canada bogs com
mon to the mid- l 800s countryside. Of 
particular delight to young people was the 
practice of fashioning a kissing bough 
from evergreens which was hung in a con
venient passage. Under the bough a lady 
could not refuse a kiss. 

Catharine's Christmas festivities at first 
amused her host and hostess, but before 
long they became accepted traditions of 
the season. 

Christmas trees had long been a favorite 
German tradition before the idea spread 
to England during Queen Victoria's reign. 
The Royal Family set up trees for their 
own children and the practice became 
popular throughout England when an 
engraving of the Queen and Prince Albert 
standing next to a tree was published in 
The Illustrated London News in 1848. 

Upper Canada's German population in
troduced the Christmas tree here and, 
strengthened by the additional influence 
of the British acceptance of the custom, 
the Christmas tree began to be used in 
Canada by the mid-century. 

Tree decorations included garlands of 
popcorn and cranberries, decorated 

cookies, handmade shapes such as cor
nucopias and drums and small hand-made 
toys, tufts of colored fleece and dried ap
ple slices. The apple slices were tasty 
treats for the children on Christmas Day. 
Tapered candles completed the tree 
decorations; however, these were careful
ly placed and were lit for only a few 
minutes at a time. Fire was such a con
stant threat that, as a caution, buckets of 
water were kept near the tree. 

Glass decorations did not become 
popular until the late 1800s. 

Gift-giving entered the celebrations in 
the middle of the century, but was usual
ly reserved for the children. Practical gifts 
such as homemade mittens and socks were 
most common, but occasionally a corn
husk doll or a small, whittled toy could 
be found hanging from the branches of the 
Christmas tree. As consumer products and 
more money became available, store
bought gifts replaced the homemade ones. 
A store in Picton advertised lead toys, 
marbles, musical workmen , wy dogs, 
horses and rabbits, mouth harps, boats, 
chairs and Noah's Arks. 

Christmas became an official holiday in 
Canada in 1849. Christmas cards im
ported from England gained popularity in 
the 1860s and Canadian printers offered 
their own on the market in the 1970s. 

As with all the other traditions, the 
Christmas feasting we enjoy today evolv
ed over the decades as more food became 
available and imports were easier to ob
tain. Catharine Parr Trail feasted on goose 
fattened on the rice beds of ponds and 
rivers. She wrote that turkeys were found 
only on old, cleared farms and that beef 
was only available when an ox was 
slaughtered to save it from a natural death. 

Finding the time to get it 
Many times the most difficult thing 

about Christmas shopping isn't what to 
get, but finding the time t~ get it. And, 
now that more women are working out
side the home and have less time to han
dle the family's holiday shopping, gift
givers are looking for easier solutions to 
that. "never enough time to shop" 
dilemma. 

Many busy people say they care at the 

( 

holiday season by purchasing gifts with 
" spirit" that are prepackaged in festive 
gift boxes. This year, popular products 
such as vodka, liqueur and scotch are 
handsomely gift-boxed for holiday giving. 
Many wines are also available in attrac
tive packages. 

A quick stop at your local package store 
will help you find those products 

' ' 

The warmth of a crackling fire, the aroma 
of a Christmas tree, the taste of a candy 

cane, the joy on the face of a child. Love to 
all this season, and throughout the year. 

Andre and I.ire...Lalonde & family 

Green Valley Swimming Pools 
Green-Valley · 525-3743 

Have a safe and healthy holiday 

Vos tout devoues a une meilleur sante 

Merry Christmas & Joyeux Noel 

From/de 

Dr. Raynald Cardinal, Chiropractor 
Josee and Sylvie 

HARDTKE 
CHIROPRACTIC 

CLINIC 
50 Main St. N. Tel. 525-2063 

By the second half of the century, 
however, turkey was a popular Christmas 
repast. Plum pudding, ablaze with burn
ing brandy and mincemeat pie, nuts and 
imported fruits completed the feast. In the 
isolated parts of the province none of these 
delicacies could be easily obtained, except 
perhaps for a few oranges. One man who 
remembered fondly the Christmas pud
ding of his past attempted to create one 
in the midst of the Upper Canada 
wilderness but lamented that without the 
proper ingredients, ''even though we ate 
it, it was awful." 

Afttlr the meal, children and adults 
would gather in the parlor to play chess, 
backgammon , whist , Bl indman's Bluff 
and Queen of Sheba. This last was a game 
in which the prettiest girl in the room was 
seated in a chair. Young n:ien were blind
folded and had to find thei r way to her to 
steal a kiss. When success was near, an 
aged relative was substituted for the young 
girl. This game delighted Victorians. 

Another game which was particularly 
popular was Snapdragon. Raisins and cur
rants were placed in a large bowl filled 
with brandy, which was set afire. The ob
ject of the game was to snatch the raisins 
out of the bowl and pop them into the 
mouth without burning the fingers. 

Merry Christmas & 
A Happy New Year 

Thanks for the prrlilege 
of seNing you

MARIELLE'S 

Tabagie 
St. Denis 

Newsstand 
I Main St. , Alexandria 

Euclide & Claudette St. Denis 

It's Christmas . 
again and time to 
say how much it 

means to have the 
tM?t friendship and 
~/ .. : .. good will of folks '-~:,,;/::-,. 

l .k A -- • z e you. ccept ,.,.A ·='$ 

thanks .ii!i:J • our sincere 
, and warm wishes 

for a 

Iill2lIDIDY 
JHI~lll~aiy 

Confectionary & Gas Bar 
McCrimmon's Corner 

Groceries, Submarines, Fast Foods 
Elecrncal Supplies Small 

Auto Par1s. 6/49 Lottery Tickets 

S. & M. LEBLANC 

Donat Boisvenue Contractor 

' 
(owners) 

1613) 525-2202 

C.I.L. PAINT and WALLPAPER 

195 Bishop St. S. Tel. 525-2177 

~lay the Spirit of Christ111as 
e n1brace you and yours. 

Thanks to the support of Friends old and new, it's always 
a Pleasure doing Business with you. Have the Merriest 
of Christmases and a Happy 1987. 

From the people at 
LES ING~NIEURS 

DESJARDINS / LASCELLES 
E N GI N EERING LIMITE D 

872 RUE JAMES STREET HAWKESBURY, ONTARIO K6A 2W8 

Andre E. Desjardins Gaetan H. Lascelles 
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Several kinds of Christmas trees available to you 
An old fashioned Christmas starts with 

an old fashioned Christmas tree . 
Throughout Ontario trees of Scotch Pine, 
Spruce and Balsam Fir are central to the 
family Chrbtmas celebration. 

Full green foliage, fragrant fresh scent 
and the charm of nature's impact on the 
Christmas symbol all combine to create 
magic memories for children and stir 
reflections of other days for adulb. Most 
trees chosen for Ontario homes are two 
to three metres tall and predominantly 
Scotch Pine in the tradition begun by the 
Anglo Saxon founders of the province. 
Spruce and Balsam Fir are climbing in 
popularity as the European and Maritime 
traditions of these residents are passed 
through parents to second and third 
generations according to keith Horton, 
Stouffville. president of the Christmas 
Tree Growers Association, "Maritimers 
remember the Spruce and Balsam Fir, as 
do Europeans whose family trees always 
came from the forests of their nativt: coun
try. We see the gradual shift to these trees 
and our plantings are reflecting the 
change. 

"There is really no difference in choos
ing and handling the different trees in the 
home. But each tree has a character of its 
own. The long silken needles of the pine 
give grace and form to the trees and they 
are full and stately . The fir on the orher 
hand i, a clo~er. growth, a tighter. more 
compact tree with a wonderful scent of the 
fresh forest . The spruce ~eems to bridge 
the characteristics of the other two. Not 
as tightly shaped as the fir, not quite as 
tately as the pine. But with graceful cur-

ving branche , beautiful with Christmas 
decorations," he said. 

Ontario Christmas tree growers have 
good advice about choosing and using a 
tree. "Look for fragrance and good col
or, bend the needles to check for freshness 
and ~hake or bounce the tree a bit to test 
good, healthy needles, ·· says Horton . 
•·And when you get the tree home, cut off 
about an inch of the stem before you stand 
the tree in its base. When you make sure 
the ba~e is kept filled with water, you 
know your tree is fire safe. It won't burn 
as long as you keep it watered. It feeds 
itself from the water you put in the base 
and that keeps the needles soft, fresh, 
green and pliable.•· 

Last year 352,000 trees were sold from 
Ontario Christmas tree farms, most from 
city tree stands run by Boy Scout troops. 
charity organizations and private en
trepreneurs. Some 52 ,000 trees were 
chosen and cut by city families who walk
ed among the growing W:e, in farms 
throughout the province and selected the 
family tree from a forest of green pro
spects. "This 'choose and cut' method. 
as we call it. is a wonderful start to the 
Christmas tradition,·· Keith Horton says . 
.. because choosing the family tree begins 
the feeling of sharing and participating. 
Everyone helps to select the right tree. and 
everyone helps to cut and carry it. Then 
when it gets home everyone participates 
in decorating the family tree. the family's 
choice. 

"Nothing decorates a home as 
beautifully as a Christmas tree . Nothing 
says the cheer and warmth of a family 
Christmas as well as a Christmas tree. A, 
a grower I'm always thrilled when I ~ee 
the JOY •a real tree brings 10 a child. and 
to many young families who mark the Mart 
of their home together wnh their first 
Christmas tree shared in a family setting . .. 
Horton says . 

Holiday shopping can-and ought to be 
a pleasant and satisfying experience. Truth 
is. very often just the thought of itd is 
enough to make one·s nerves stand on 
end . 

Shopping by mail eliminates many of 
the hassles and ten~ions as~ociated with 
Christmas shopping-no crowds to fight. 
no traffic to contend with. no hours to 
follow but your own. 

Here are a few tips about how to shop 
virtually pain-free by mail or phone . 

• Read the descriptions about the Items 
you· re interested in ordering very care
fully. Make certain you pay special atten
tion to sizes. color choices. dimensions. 
features. weights. personalization. price~ 
and de! ivery charge,. 

If you have any questions. phone the 
company you· re ordering from and ask 
about the produu that '-"ay. 1here will 

Keep the holidays 

. safe and happy 

be no surprises when your order arrives. 
• Be sure that the return pol icy is 

clearly stated in the advertisement or cata
log, and that it is one you' re comfortable 
with. Check to see whether satisfaction is 
guaranteed. 

ordered from , in your files in case you 
should have to refer to them. 

• If it's necessary for you to return mer
chandise for any reason, be certain to ask 
the Post Office or the shipping company to 

• Take yourtime when you 're filling out 
the order form. Be sure that you 've pro
vided all information requested and that 
your handwriting is legible. Before you 
send your order off, it 's a good idea to read 
it over a second time. -

provide you with a ''return receipt.'' This 
document will let you know that your 
package was delivered to the company, 
and it will serve as your proof of return. 

•Don't send cash. Use. a check or 
money order, or charge your order to a 
maJor credit card . 

•Order early. Stocks are most plentiful 
when you receive a company's adver
tisements. The longer you wait to order, 
the larger the risk that the item you want 
may be sold out. 

• Make a copy of your order as well as a 
copy of your check or money order. Keep 
these copies, along with the catalog you 

Holiday mail order shopping is fun, 
convenient and, if you follow the sugges
tions above, fool-proof. 

Remembrance, like a 
glowing candle, 
shines brightest at 
Chrmmas 
We are thinking of you 
dear friends and wishing 
you every happiness. 

I 
I 

..... .J 
We are very grateful to the public for their help in all our endeavors 

Officers and Members of 

Bishop Alexander 
Macdonell 

General Assembly 
4th Degree 

MAISON FlJNERAIRE 

Glengarry Council 
1919 

Knights of Columbus 
3rd Degree 

Let us all rejoice in the 
glow of a warm and loving 

Christmas season. We thank 
you for your patronage. 

Co-<9perative 
FUNERAL HOME INC. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

AIME MARCOUX 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALAIN BERGER and PIERRE BRUNET 

CORNWALL 

Hobby 
sets are 

popular 
Few gifts capture a child's imagination 

like beginner hobby sets. 
According to Hobby Industries of 

America, model kits, miniature railroad 
sets and radio control vehicles are arnong 
many hobbies that provide youngster~ 
with hours of creative activity during the 
holiday season and well into the summer 
months. 

Model planes, boats and cars featuring 
true to scale detailing are challenging to 
build and fun to display. Youngsters find 
few things more satisfying than following 
directions to create a delicate, true to life 
replica of their favorite racing car or 
World War II twin propeller airplane. 

Kits are available for a variety of skill 
levels from begi nner to expert. Model 
building is an excellent way for children to 
develop fine motor skills. Putting together 
complicated models in wood and also 
plastic requires patience and attention to 
detail . 

Many parents remember their first min
iature train set with pride and will enjoy 
watching their own children discover the 
excitement of model railroading . 

Novices should begin with starter sets 
that feature basic items. As interest grows. 
additional engines, cars and track may be 
added. 

One of today's most popular hobbie~ i~ 
radio control vehicles . Youngsters love the 
excitement of miniature automobiles, 

planes and boats that maneuver with the 
ease of their real life counterparts. 
operating a variety of RC vehicles. Some 
kits are sold almost fully assembled for 
immediate action . More difficult sets let 
young designers do custom building and 
stylizing. 

As our national space program con
tinues to conquer new frontiers, young
sters are eager to launch their own model 
rockets and space vehicles . Ready-to-fly 
sets in a variety of skill levels from begin
ner to advanced let kids experience the 
thrill of countdown and lift-off. 

Model rocketry is an excellent hobby 
for youngsters and adults to share. Be
sides, kids ages 10-12 should always have 
adult supervision while flying model rock
ets. 

As skill levels improve, model rocket 
enthusiasts will enjoy building their own 
models from start to finish . 

Adventure gaming is the perfect hobby 
for role-playing the adventures of super 
heroes or the mystery of an ace detective. 
Kids learn teamwork and cooperation 
while using imagination to solve compl1-
catcd scenarios . 

Hobbies are excellent holiday gifts that 
continue to spark a child's interest 
throughout the year. Parents and children 
will enjoy spending time together on proJ
ects and activities.that encourage imagina
tion and develop handiwork skilb. 

The Glengarry News, Alexandria, Ont. 

And warm, lasting glow, 

( ome from thanking the friends, 

We're so happy to know! 

Scott's Restaurant, 
Lancaster 

Your biendly Kentucky Fried Chicken Centre 

: .. Tissus 

ff ope tlta ~ ubJ.i/4 
mia4f.~ U/J UJ f O/J/1, 

afu1ulf1M I j /,.a;,)u 

/o'L fO/J/1, wn.tuwu/, 
d/JffO'li, ~ -

<.--:t Michel'ine Fabrics 
46 Main St. Alexandria 

525-4399 

' 
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Rejoicing 
Victorian 

1n an old time 
Christmas 

The word "Christmas" brings to 
mind many scenes, but the image of 
a Victorian Christmas is especially 
celebrated as traditional . 

What was Christmas actually like 
during the Victorian era? By the lat
ter part of the 19th century, the cus
tom of sending cards and exchanging 
gifts was well established. 

The robin was a popular motif of 
the Christmas card of the time, for 
Victorians saw the robin as a symbol 
of fire and new life - an appropriate 
one for the Christmas season. Post
men of the Victorian era were called 
"robin postmen" because of their red 
uniforms. 

Prince Albert had introduced the 
Christmas tree from his native Ger
many to England and the custom had 
quickly been adopted. Trees were fan
cifully decorated with lighted candles, 
glass ornaments and small toys. Dick
ens described one such tree as "that 
pretty German toy, a Christmas tree 
... it was brilliantly lighted by a mul
titude of little tapers; and everywhere 
sparkled and glittered with bright 
objects." 

Victorian youngsters didn't hang 
their stockings over the fireplace, but 
at the foot of the bed. There, they 
would try to sleep while awaiting the 
arrival of Father Christmas, instead of 
Santa Claus, down the chimney. 

Down the lane, carolers and hand
bell-ringers would gather around a 
pole from which a lantern was hung. 
The sound of favorite carols of the day 
would mingle with the bustle of car
riages and strollers as snow fell soft
ly on the scene. 

At dawn, the youngsters would rise 

to see what goodies their stockings 
held, and after breakfast, the family 
would attend services. Later, the 
adults would exchange gifts, and then 
all would sit down to a mid-day meal, 
with goose as the main attraction. 

The feast would conclude when the 
curtains were drawn and the Christ
mas pudding was brought forth, blaz
ing brightly. The pudding had been 
bound in a cloth and cooked in a 
clothes copper; now it was decorated 
with holly. Sixpence were hidden in 
the pudding, to be discovered amid 
much merriment during the eating of 
this festive dish. 

The kissing ball, or kissing bunch, 
was also popular in Victorian times. 
It consisted of a bunch of evergreens 
and holly berries, with a cluster of 
mistletoe suspended from it. The mis
tletoe was all the permission needed 
for a lad to bestow a kiss upon a pret
ty maid. No wonder that the kissing 
ball was the center of festivities at 
holiday gatherings! 

Games were equally popular. Dick
ens described them in his "Christmas 
at Dingley Dell" with appreciation: 

" ... Mr. Pickwick, blinded short
ly afterwards with a silk handkerchief, 
falling up against the wall, and scram
bling into corners, and going through 
all the mysteries of blind-man's buff 
with the utmost relish for the game, 
until at last he caught one of the poor 
relations, and then had to evade the 
blindman himself, which he did with 
a nimbleness and agility that elicited 
the admiration and applause of all be
holders. The poor relations caught the 
people who they thought would like 
it, and when the game flagged, got 
caught themselves. When they were 

Boar's head was Christmas symbol 

While today's symbol of Christmas 
feasting is a glistening golden turkey, 
in medieval England it was a boar's 
head. 

Probably a carry-over from pre
Christian ritual, the tradition of the 
boar's head may. well date back to 
Germanic rituals, in which a boar 
would be offered up as a sacrifice 
each winter to the god Frey, to en
sure plenty of lamb and calf births in 
the coming spring. 

Legendary beginning 
Alternately, the boar's head feast· 

may have originated when an Oxford 
student, strolling in the woods, was 
forced to save himself from a charg
ing boar by stuffing the book he was 
studying down the animal's throat, 
thus choking it. 

The animal dead, the student cut off 
its head to retrieve his volume and 
carried the boar's head back to col
lege for dinner. 

At any rate, the tradition of the 
boar's head dinner is still observed 
each Christmas at Oxford's Queens 
Col\ege. 

Whether at Oxford or elsewhere, 
the serving of the boar's head was an 
occasion for elaborate ritual. 

After a week of intricate culinary 
preparations, the boar's h~d was car
ried into the dining hall on a gleam
ing silver salver, orange in mouth, the 
centre of a procession, and probably 
the only foodstuff worthy of its own 
Christmas carol. 

In fact , the "Boar's Head Carol," 
as it is called, is one of the earliest 
carols known (a printed version ex
ists from as early as 1521). 

With alternate verses in Latin and 
English, the carol is meant to be per
formed by the leader of the proces
sion, who would sing: "The boar's 
head in hand bear 1,/Bedecked with 
bays and rosemary;/And I pray you, 
my masters, be merry. " 

Besides England, many other coun
tries (among them Germany, Den
mark and Sweden) feasted on a boar's 
or pig's head at Christmas time. 

Scandinivian custom 
In the twc Scandinavian nations , 

one of the central adornments of the 
Christmas table was the "'Yule 
Boar,'' a bread in the shape of a boar 
which remained in a prominent posi
tion for the duration of the holiday 
season. 

Made from the last corn harvested 
that autumn, it - like so many 
aspects of Christmas ritual - most 
probably has pagan roots. 

Embodying the fecund corn-spirit. 
the "Yule Boar· ' was often preserv
ed till spring, at which time pan of 
it was crumbled, mixed with the seeds 
of com and sown in hopes of a sizable 
harvest. 

The remainder of the "Yule Boar" 
was fed to the plowmen and horses 
for the same reason . 

Tradition continues 
During the 17th century , in 

England, the boar became extinct, but 
the tradition of the Yuletide boar's 
head continued . 

Pig's head was substituted. and the 
preparations continued to be 
elaborate. the ritu·a1 equally so. 

One Victorian chef. Alexis Soyer 

of London's Reform Club, actually 
devised a recipe for " Pig's Head in 
Imitation of Wild Boar's Head ," 
though it was likely overshadowed by 
the Victorian favorite, roast goose, 
the centrepiece of the Christmas feast 
in Dickens' A Christmas Carol, 
which in turn has made way, in many 
places, for turkey - ti)ough neither 
of these has yet been made the sub
ject of a carol! 

Atthis 
merry thue or 
theyear,we 
hope all the 

best eomes to 
you:Thauk§ 

for your loyal 
patronage: 

all tired of blind-man's buff, there was 
a great game at snapdragon, and wflen 
fingers enough were burned with that, 
and all the raisins were ~one, they sat 
down by the huge fire of blazing logs 
to a substantial supper, and a mighty 
bow I of wassail." 

Christmas crackers were also fa
vored during Victoria's reign. The 

cracker was a twist of colored paper 
that gave off a small explosive sound 
when pulled. Within it were novelties 
such as puzzles, games, printed mot
toes or riddles, toys and other sur
prises. 

Customs such as these illustrate to 
us that during Victorian times, Christ
mas was a merry time indeed. 

• Merrq Christmas 
.. . 
• 

From all of us to au of 
• you, our heartiest 

hopes for the very best 
of the season. We're so 
very glad to know you I 

GLENEX REG'D. 
• Roch and Marilyn Lajoie, Prop. 

Alexandria Tel. 525-2157 

Chiming in with best wi~hes of the season to all 
our friends. We hope you have a happy Holiday 
and a very healthy and prosperous New Year. 

DUGGAN FUELS 
Management and Staff 

275 Bishop St. N. Tel. 525-1685 

Main St. S., Alexandria 

Tel. 525-1006 
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Christmas births: from 

Humphrey Bogart to Clara Barton 
Around the world, December 25th 

is known, first and foremost (and pro
bably erroneously), as the birthday of 
Jesus Christ. But, what other famous 
individuals were born on this day? 

Among the people who share 
Christmas Day as a birthday are Isaac 
Newton (1642), who discovered the 
force of gravity; Clara Barton (1818), 
the woman who founded the 
American Red Cross; Maurice Utrillo 
(1883), the French painter renowned 
for his paintings of Paris streets; 
Rebecca West (1892), the English 
novelist and essayist; Humphrey 
Bogart (1899), the American actor 
whose many famous films include 
The Maltese Falcon , Casablanca and 
The African Queen; Cab Calloway 
( 1907), the well-known jazz musician 
and bandleader; Anwar Sadat (1918), 
former president of Egypt; and Rod 

Serling ( 1924), the TV script writer 
most famous for the series, The 
Twilight 'Zone. 

As for Christ, most scholars con
cur that the selection of December 25 
as his birthday was an arbitrary one. 

It was, in fact, not fixed until the 
fourth century when Julius, the 
Bishop of Rome, investigated the 
matter and chose that date from the 
many upon which various peoples 
celebrated Christ's birth. 

The timing may have had 
something to do with the winter 
solstice, in pagan times an occasion 
for revelry. 

In the same way, Christianity 
adopted such pagan traditions as 
mistletoe and holly boughs, to allow 
pagans adopting the Christian faith to 
make an easy - because comfortable 
- transition into it. 

Christmasthn 
Fromusto 

you. have a very 
merry Noel% 

ALEXANDRIA CANTEEN 
GUY LECOMPTE 

Our good wishes keep growing and growing 
Our warm gratitude for letting us serve all of you 

MARC'S CANTEEN 
Alexandria, Ont. Tel. 525-2024 

Hello . . . Ho . . . Ho . • . Ho • • • 

We answer your telephone 
with a merry wish for Christmas 

Wishing you Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year 

ALEXANDRIA TELEPHONE 
ANSWERING SERVICE 

Paul and Diane Lalonde 

153 Dominion South Alexandria 525-1105 
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'Yule' love 

for Christmas 

this holiday 

trivia buffs 

quiz 

Test your X-mas IQ! Fill in the 
blanks below, after reading the clues 
carefully. The first letter of every 
answer, taken in order, will spell out 
the name of an American scholar 
who, in the early years of the nine
teenth century, composed what is 
perhaps the most famous of all 
Christmas poems. 

One hint: Don't worry about in
cluding the word "the" or "a" at the 
start of titles which are called for in 
the course of the puzzle; all have been 
eliminated for the purpose of the 
puzzle. 

I. The French word for "crib," 
traditionally the centre of the Nativi
ty scene, this is placed empty under 
the Christmas tree and filled only 
after Christmas Day has begun. 

· 2. The protagonist of a 1958 
Christmas song, this young musician 
plays the snare drum. The most strik
ing part of the song is the rhythmic 
drumlike sound of the singers which 
continues throughout. 

3. A typical Christmas beverage, 
usually served topped with grated 
nutmeg in a large punchbowl. 

4. Handel's renowned Christmas 
oratorio, whose most famous section 
is the "Hallelujah Chorus." 

5. Also known as Twelfth Night, 
this holiday occurs on January 6th. It 
is the date traditionally ascribed to the 
arrival of the Three Wise Men at the 
manger in Bethlehem. 

6. The Spanish for ''birth, '' this 
word also refers to the manger scene, 
which is one of the most important 
visual representations of Christmas in 
Spain and many other Latin countries. 

7 . Composer of the famous 

Christmas ballet, The Nutcracker 
Suite , whose "Dance of the 
Sugarplum Fairy" is a holiday 
favorite. 

8. The Welsh poet, Dylan Thomas, 
authoried this charming Christmas 
tale. 

9 . This Bob Hope movie, from a 
Damon Runyon story, is set during 
the days immediately before 
Christmas, and involves street corner 
Santas, among other things. 

10. The season before Christmas, 
it is often marked by a calendar, 
whose windows are lifted each day to 
reveal seasonal pictures, with the final 
and must elaborate scene revealed on 
Christmas Day. 

11. The red-nosed hero of a 
popular Christmas song. · 

12. Most famous since the book 
and movie, Miracle on 34th Street, 
this is now just another name for San
ta Claus. It was originally simply a 
variation on the name of the 
Christkind, or Christ child. 

13. Among the traditional holiday 
foods originating in this island coun
try are Plum Pudding, Roast Goose, 
Mince Pie and that medieval cen
trepiece, the Boar' s Head. 

14. A parasitic plant identified 
chiefly with the Christmas season, its 
green leaves and white berries were 
holy to the Druids. Today, standing 
beneath a sprig of this green is an in
vitation to be kissed. 

15. The first words and title of a 
famous Christmas carol , which con
tinues, • 'joyful and triumphant. '' 

16. Another famous carol, this one 
originated in Germany and is address-

Christmas trees off er sid~ benefits 
If you want a traditional live ever

green tree for Christmas but wonder 
if it's ecologically sound, don't wor
ry. It is. 

Foresty experts point out that trees 
are renewable. And, since almost all 
Christmas trees are specifically grown 

fo r holiday use on scientifically-man
aged " tree farms," their use doesn't 
deplete the forest . 

The tree farms, in fact , offer en
~ironmental side-benefits. Christmas 
trees fl ourish on thin soil that is gener
ally u11suitable for other "crops." 

Wishing you a holiday crammed full of 
the treasures and delights of a 

wonderful Yul etide! To you and yours. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

Chenier Excavating 
Webco septic tank dealer 

Armand Chenier - Tel. 34 7-2190 

ed to the Christmas tree, which is also 
of Teutonic origin. 

17. Literally, "awakeninp,, " this 
French word refers to the · joyous 
repast served throughout France after 
Midnight Mass. 

18. The number of " maids a milk
ing" in " The Twelve Days of 
Christmas. '' 

ANSWERS 
·-e::>!J.iwy 

SSOJ:JB - .i)f!Jl? pJo pu-e i unoA -
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KIDS! COLOR THE CHRISTMAS WREATH! 

Bread sculpture White Rock Motel 
If you 're planning to bake bread 

this Christmas, why not make in
teresting holiday shapes such as 
stars or trees from the dough? You 
can use frozen bread dough or 
your own recipe; shape into 
desired design, brush with a glaze 
of beaten egg and water, and bake. 

Tel. (613) 525-2362 Alexandria, Ont. 

Sophie and Franz Dauner 

Meloche & Sabourin 
Alexandria - 525-1295 . 

. . ; .... ·. · ;_,•,:.·:;::·:;. ,.. . ,..'Sf·.:· 

From all of us to all of you, 

M;y y:~r holid~ys be a Our dearest friends and kind patrons 

gathering of love and 
togetherness! We greet our 

friends and wish you 

"May you enjoy a very happy, 

healthy holiday time.'' 

R.B. FARM 
joy at Christmas. 

Gerald Sauve 
Electrical Contractor 

AND DAIRY EQUIPMENT LTD 

R. Bureau, Pres. 

Tel. 525-3691 

R.R.2 Alexandria Tel. 525-2367 

iWay the blessed 

si len t peace of 

Christmas enter 

into Your l ives . 

JOY, SHARING AND CARING 
That's what Christmas is all about! 

May every happiness be yours 
at this loveliest of seasons! 

Our gratitude for your patronage. 

PATZ 

Alexandria Moulding LAVIGNE'S TRUCKING 
Management and Staff Romuald, Beverley and F amity 

, 
• , 

l . 
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Christmas carols add to holiday season's cheer 
What would Christmas be without 

carols? These traditional songs ex
press the joy, awe and merriment of 
the season so well for us all. As a mat
ter of fact, the custom of singing 
Christmas carols dates back to 129 
A.O. 

Some carols are so old no one is 
ure just when they were written. 

"God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen" has 
been a favorite from the days of Old 
England, but neither the words nor the 
music can be traced to a source. "O 
Come, All Ye Faithful" is another 
arol that is too old for scholars to be 

• ertain of authorship. It is believed 
-.,.at the carol was originally written 

, in Latin. 
• Other carols are of more recent ori
, gm and ' O we know more about how 

they came to be written. 

' 
• 

Issac Watts was a Calvinist preacher 
ho enjoyed writing poetry. The 

words of the Ninety-eighth Psalm 
were especially in p1ring to the En
gli h clergyman: "Make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord, all the earth; make a 
loud noise, and rejoice, and sing 
praise." 

Watts decided to write a hymn of re
joicing The result was "Joy to the 
World " which was published in 17l9. 
It was ongmally sung to music by Ed
ward Hodge . but eventually, the 
words were set to music by Handel 
and that is how we know this beauti
ful hymn today. 

One of the most beloved carols of 
all was inspired by the birth of an in
fant on Christmas Eve, in a smaJI Al
pine village in Northern Austria. 
Father Joseph Mohr had been fretting 
over the fact that the church organ was 
in need of repairs, and due to a heavy 

Celebrate with 
the birds 

Why not celebrate Christmas 
this year with the birds? Invite 
tho e fine-feathered backyard 
n ighbors to a feast among your 
tree , and serve them a wide 
assortment of goodies they'll be 
ure to peck about. 
Make food holders from cut-up 

milk cartons and hollowed-out 
oranges and hang them up with a 
string. Fill them with a 
smorgasbord of birdseed, bread 
crumbs, chopped nuts, cranberries 
and sunflower seeds. For a special 
treat, coat pme cones with peanut 
butter and roll them m a tasty mix
ture of eeds and nut . 

MERRY 
iCHRISTMA 

May every day 

of your holiday 

be filled. with 

smiles. Happy 

thanks to all. 

McDonald's Electric 
MAXVILLE 

May you find renewed 
peace and contentment 

during this 
blessed occasion 

Thanks all 

.. 
SAUVE 

WELDING 
Ornamental Iron Work 

RR2, Alexandria, 525-2719 

who promised to write music for the 
poem. With onJy a guitar for accom
paniment, Mohr and Gruber sang 
"SiJent Night, Holy Night" for the 
first time in the village church on 
Christmas Day, 1818. 

Many Christmas carols have origi
nated from folk melodies. "Deck the 
Hall ," for instan e, is a traditional 
Welsh melody. In Wales, the custom 
of bringing greenery into the home at 
Christmas time gave rise to this popu
lar carol. 

snowfall , no one could come to repair 
the instrument in time for Christmas 
services. The priest's thoughts were 
interrupted by a knoclong at the door; 
it was a woman of the village, who 
told him that the woodcutter's wife 
had just given birth to a son. The 
woodcutter wa& most anxious that the 
priest come and bless the mother and 
child that night. 

The poet Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow had received bad n ws after 
Thanksgiving Day, 1863; hi on had 
been severely wounded in a battle of 
the Civil War. As the family anxious
ly awaited news of the young man, the 
poet expressed his grief in a poem, "I 
heard the bells on Christmas Day." 
The words, which end on a note of 
hope for peace on earth, were later et 
to music by J. Bapt1 te Calkin. 

Many carols were written by cler
gymen. Such was the case with the 
lovely song, ''It Came Upon a Mid
night Clear."' A minister, Edmund 
Sears, is credited with writing the 
words to the carol, after gazing at the 
snow-covered landscape surrounding 
hts home in New England. 

Despite the heavy snowfall, Father 
Mohr hiked several miles to the wood
cutter's cabin and was rewarded with 
an unforgettable sight. The new father 
and mother were gazing happily at the 
infant in its crib, reminding the pri
est of Jesus, Mary and Joseph on that 
first Christmas Eve. After imparting 
his blessing to the young family. 
Father Mohr walked back to his 
home, savoring the stillnes of the 

As Sears looked upon the snow fall
ing on that peaceful landscape, 
thoughts of impending struggle must 
have been on his mind , as he wrote 
of the "earth's Babel sounds" in his 
poem. The pd"em was set to music by 
a fnend, Richard S. Willis. In these 

snowy scene. equal1y troubled times, its message of 
At home, he set about to write a . . . . "Peace on earth, good will to men 

poem descnbmg his 1mpres&1ons The from Hcav' , all · K ,, · 
next morning, he hurned to the home J·ust as n s ., -1graci_o

1
us mg 15 

meamng, u as I was over a 
of the church organist, Franz Gruber, hundred year ago. 

I 

. ;,-.,,~c·, .. 

Joyous music fills the air as we · 
prepare for this merriest 
of holiday seasons. It's our 

heartfelt wish that you'll enjoy 
thi Christmas to the fullest as 

, e convey ~pecial 
'thanks' to you . . 

A.S.P. 

,~.1~:r~ 
Our Yultide greeting ' ik:,A 

To you this year, 'v'i.!' 

Brings every good wish 

For J°oy and good cheer! 

( _ 

_ , 
.. / ~ -~ -- ? \f 
.. t:A MERRY,~ 

MERRY I 

CHRISTMAS 
TO ALL. 

From the staff: Gerry Trottier, president; Rene Trottier, 
vice-pres ident; Sherrill Trottier, financial secretary; John 
Keith Macleod, service manager; Ron Leroux, pans 
manager; Richard Trotuer, mechani ; Armand Paquette, 
mechanic; Danny Trottier, me hanic; Gilles Legault, 
mechanic. 

TROITIER FARM 
EQUIPMENT LTD. and Staff 
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Part of the season's charm 
The music of Christmas is part of 

the season's charm, and of all the mu
sical works associated with Christ
mas, perhaps none is as beloved as 
George Frederic Handel's master
piece, Messiah . 

As a young man, Handel was ap
pointed conductor to the Elector of 
Hanover, in his native country. Dur
ing the autumn of 1710, he visited Lon
don, where he met with great success. 
A year later, Handel returned to Lon
don and after being presented with a 
pension by the reignmg Queen Anne, 
he decided not to return to his 
homeland. However, Anne died and 
in a unique tum of events, Handel's 
old master, the Elector of Hanover, 
now George I, ascended the throne of 
England . 

Fortunately, the new king was a true 

music lover, and he restored Handel 
to favor. Handel soon occupied a key 
position in the artisitic life of England , 
writing, producing and directing 
operas. 

Eventually he turned from opera to 
the oratorio form, reaching the mass 
audience of his day. His oratorios 
were choral dramas of great vitality 
and grandeur, ideally suited to the 
middle class of England . 

Messiah is the crowning work of 
Handel. Written in just 24 days, it was 
performed for the first time in 1742. 
It expressed the faith of the man who 
was Handel, the man who exclaimed 
to his servant, upqn completing the 
oratorio, "I did think I did see all 
heaven before me, and the great God 
Himself!" 

All!! 
~ 

Joyous greetings of holiday cheer to one and all. 

Your patronage has made us proud. 

The management and staff of 

THE ATLANTIC HOTEL 
THE GLEN MOTEL 

Joyous CI-IRiSTMAs 
As the shepherd? kept their vigil at night, 
our Savior was born. Let us rejoice as we celebrate 

His glorious coming. Sincere thank to all. 

Charlottenburgh Township Council 
Reeve- Morgan Major; Deputy-Reeve- Bob Roth 

Councillors- Carol-Ann Ross, Larry Gordon, Edgar Prevost 
Chief' Administrative Officer-James B. Currier and staff 

" 
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December 13 
The magic of Christmas reaches 

across continents to touch people of 
all races and tongues in a special way. 
Wherever you may travel, you will 
find the holiday season celebrated in 
a way that is special to the country 
you are in. 

For instance, in Sweden, St. 

ushers 1n the Christmas 
For nine consecutive nights, 
"Joseph" and "Mary" search for a 
room at the inn, a re-enactment 
known as "Las Posadas" in this 
country south of the border. At the 
end of the nine nights, the searchers 
are finally given posada, and a fiesta 
follows. For the children, the 
highlight of the fiesta is breaking of 
the pinata, a clay container stuffed 
with candies and other goodies. 

The Glengarry News, A lexandria, Ont. 

season 1n Sweden on St. Lucia's Day 
their Christmas tree. In small towns, 
this usually means a trip to the forest, 
but in the cities, artificial trees are 
often used. The tree is decorated with 
lights and ornaments a few days 
before Christmas Eve. In Portugal, 
Christmas is a family affair, with 
everyone getting together for mid
night supper, which may feature 
turkey. The young children place 
their shoes around the fireplace for 
Santa to fill during the night. In the 
morning, the shoes will hold toys, 
candies and other gifts. 

at night, by the light of torches and of attraction at Christmas time. Every 
candles. Special candles are sold in church, no matter how small, has its 
the shops, with the proceeds going to nativity scene for the faithful to ad
charity. The custom of community mire. And, each French household 
caroling goes back to the Cornish has its own version of the nativity. 
miners of the last century, who would Much care is taken in the setting up 
gather on Christmas Eve in the of the creche, which has holly or 
Australian mines to sing carols, by other greens for a background. A star 
the light of candles stuck to the brims of Bethlehem is suspended over the ' 
of their safety hats . Today, some of Christ Child, as candles add • a 
the community sings attract over reverent glow to the setting. 
100,000 carolers. The caroling goes Around the world, wherever 
on until midnight, ending with the Christmas is celebrated, customs may 
singing of " Auld Lang Syne." vary from country to country, but the 

Lucia's Day, December 13, ushers in 
the holiday season. Tradition dictates 
that the eldest daughter of the family 
must rise at dawn to serve coffee and 
cakes to her family. As St. Lucia, she 
wears a white robe and a halo of 
lighted candles. Public appearances 
by St. Lucia are quite common in 
Sweden today, where white-robed 
girls can be seen in schools and civic 
buildings on the saint's day. 

In Argentina, families attend mid
night mass on Christmas Eve, then sit 
down to a big dinner with pork as the 
main course. After dinner, it's 
customary to enjoy a glass of sidra, 
similar to our cider, with pan duke 
or panetone, as it is also called, due 
to the strong Italian influence in that 
country. 

clarico, a blend of white wine, sugar 
and natural fruits of the season. After 
several toasts, it's time to visit friends 
and wish them a happy holiday. These 
visits go on until the wee hours of the 
morning! Children in Argentina don't 
receive their presents until January 
6th. The night before, they put their 
shoes outside the door or wii,dow, 
along with a tray holding a glass of 
water and some grass for the camels 
of Los Reyes Magos, the Three 
Kings. In the morning, the grass and 
water will be gone, and in the~r shoes 
will be presents. Instead of Christmas 
trees in their homes, most Argenti
nians will have a presepre or nativity 
scene. 

Down under , Christmas comes in 
the summertime, a contrast to the 
snowy scenes of Europe and many 
parts· of the United States. Australians 
celebrate the season with a Christmas 
Day picnic and with another holiday 
tradition, the community sing. This 
gathering is always held out of doors, 

In France, the creche is the_c_e_n ... tr .. e_,s ... pi<it of the season is eve, the some., :. 
' 

Holiday festivities begin with a 
parade in Mexico on December 16. Another midnight libation is 

The holiday season begins two 
weeks before Christmas Eve in Por
tugal, when families go looking for 

'Stir up Sunday' begins season of excitement 
Long before Christmas Eve, the 

holiday excitement begins. 
Thanksgiving over, Christmas 
decorations festoon shopping streets 
in towns and cities across America. 

Department stores become increas
ingly crowded as the big day nears, 
and hordes of shoppers become im
mersed in the search for the perfect 
gift for every person on their list. 

Letters are written to Santa in his 
North Pole residence, detailing gift 
requests that range from the tradi
tional to the fantastic. 

Cooks and bakers begin prepara
tions for holiday entertaining. Fruit
cakes are made and allowed to age. 

In England, the last Sunday before 
Advent begins is traditionally "Stir 
Up Sunday." This is the last day on 
which Christmas puddings can be 
begun, if they are to be ready for the 
holiday feast. 

Like fruitcakes, this traditional 
British dessert must be allowed to age 
and mellow to achieve the perfect 
flavor. 

Once Advent begins, on the fourth 
Sunday before Christmas, the sense 
of anticipation which Christmas in
vokes begins building at a very heady 
pace. 

Children, who look forward most 
eagerly to the joys of Christmas Day, 
can mark the passage of time with an 
Advent calendar. 

A tradition which originated in 
Northern Europe (Germany and 
Scandinavia), the Advent -calendar 
depicts a house, a Christmas scene, 
or perhaps a Christmas tree. 

There is a flap to open, correspon
ding with each day of Advent, and the 
picture revealed represents a 
Christmas custom or tradition. 

The anticipation fostered by the 
Advent calendar culminates on 
Christmas Day itself, when the largest 

door, hiding a depiction ofthe Nativi
ty scene, is lifted up. 

Originally, a Lutheran tradition, 
the Advent wre .. th is another beautiful 
custom associated with this time of 
year. 

Made of evergreen boughs, the Ad
vent wreath is punctuated with four 
candleholders. On the fourth Sunday 
prior to Christmas, to mark the begin
ning of Advent, a candle is lit, and 
an additional one is lit each Sunday 
until, on the last Sunday before 
Christmas, all the candles in the 
wreath are alight. 

Usually the wreath is set on a table 
or hung in a window for passers-by 
to admire. The candles which adorn 
it are traditionally red , white or 
purple. 

The symbolism of . the Advent 
wreath is many-faceted. The circular 
form of the wreath signifies eternity 
(just as, in a different context, the 
wedding ring is a moving symbol of 
eternal love). 

Evergreens, because they live all 
year round, are symbols of life. The 
purple parts of the wreath bring home 
to us the need for penitence at this 
time; pink or rose colored elements 
remind us to rejoice. 

The candles, finally, symbolize 
Christ, He who is the Light of the 
World. 

There are a ·number of superstitions 
bound np with Advent. In rural 
Englan~, it was ·considered to be 
unlucky for a house not to be visited 
by a woman or children carrying a 
box containing "advent images," 
dolls • dressed up to represent the 
Virgin Mary and the Christ Child. 
The box, usually called a "vessel 
cup,'' was lined with a white cloth 
and lidded with glass. 

Sometimes, three dolls, represen
ting not only the Christ Child and the 
Virgin Mary, but also Joseph, were 

Christmas engagements 
Culminating the holiday with a 

wedding engagement? Whether 
it's the bride's first or not, most 
couples feel that an engagement 
ring is in order, a survey reveals . 

A majority of the rings worn on 
the fingers of the brides-to-be are 
new , with secondhand and 
heirlooms becoming increasingly 

less-c:ommon. The traditional dia
mond is still the favorite, as more 
and more young couples view the 
diamond as the engagement jewel. 

Concerning the size of the ring, 
women are found to prefer a ring 
by its color and quality , while men 
tend to consider the size of the gem 
in their choices. 

~ow with Love 

As the warmth of 
holiday candles 
light the season, 
may every heart 
be warmed by 
the glow of 
good friends. 

MARCEL LALONDE 
ELECTRICAL CONl'RACTOR 

Alexandria 525-3345 
105 Lorhil'I St. E. 

laid in a box lined with evergreen and 
oranges. 

In Germany, another tradition 
prevailed. On each Thursday night of 
Advent, children and adults alike 
would parade from house to house, 
singing hymns and creating noise by 
knocking on the doors of the houses 
they passed, with hammer or sticks, 
or by throwing small, hard pellets 
(peas, for instance, or lentils) against 
the windows. 

This practice, which earned the 
evenings on which occurred, the title 
of "Knocking Night," · may stem 

Glen Roy 

Prai~ed 
B~He. 

Wis,hing you 
the spedal gifts 
of Christmas 
... Joy, peace 

and-love. 

J.A Hamelin 
Construction 

Jacques, Frances 
& family 

from ancient rituals designed to ex
pel evil spirits from buildings thus 
treated. 

In addition, it is on "Knocking 
Night," so legend tells us, that young 
girls learn about their husbands-to-be. 

Another Advent superstition is the 
belief that a sprig from a cherry tree, 
cut and put into water at the start of 
Advent, will bring good fortune if it 
bears flowers by Christmas Day. 

This belief, itself, is a particularly 
beautiful metaphor for a period which 
represents, in the Christian world, the 
coming of God to men. 

From Ron and Jeanne 
at 

ELGIN TV 
CLINIC LTD. 

"Your Authorized Radio Shack Dealer" 
15 Elgi~ stw:'f• , .. u-

1 
~G 525-1204 

SEASON'S 
BEST' 

With all good thoughts for a holiday of sheer joy and 
unbounding love. To all our customers we say "Thank You"! 

RAYMOND TROTTIER 
and FAMILY 
Beatrice Distributor 

11ere eomes Santa elans 

© 
m 

May sleighbelts ring a tune of . 
glad tidings and cheer .. remembenng 

our blessings. Our many thanks to 
all of you this Christmas. 

Col. A.G.F. Macdonald 

Memorial Branch No. 423 

Royal Canadian Legion, Alexandria 

, 
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Customized baskets spread 
yule cheer in your ho'me 

If you don't have the time or the 
desire to make a myriad of goodies 
for inclusion in Christmas gift 
baskets, you can still put together gifts 
of food which show your 
thoughtfulness , and yet cost you less 
money than buying baskets which 
have already been prepared. 

There's such a wide variety of fan
cy foods available, today, that you 
can customize baskets to whet the 
palate of every person on your gift 
list. For instance: 

•For an italophile, .fill a rustic 
grapevine basket with extra virgin 
olive oil, balsamic vinegar, a tin of 
amaretti (almond cookies), a tube of 
tomato paste imported from Italy, and 
a wedge of the best Parmesan cheese. 
Line the basket with a red and white 
striped cloth, and festoon the handle 
with red and green ribbons. 

•For a gift a la francais, select a 
flat tray basket with handles at either 

end. On it, arrange a sachet of herbes 
de Provence; a jar of t,Iicoise olives; 
a tin of pate; a bottle of Beaujolais, 
Cbablis or - for a very special per
son - Champagne; a crock of Dijon 
mustard; and ajar of preserves. Line 
the basket with Provencale patterned 
fabric or red-and-white tablecloth 
checkered material. 

•For someone with a sweet tooth, 
make up a dessert basket. Include 
some fine chocolates (more than one 
variety, for added fun), a tine of Scot
tish shortbread, a jar of marmalade, 
a fancy fruitcake, plus some tradi
tional Christmas cookies, such as 
lebkuchen, gingerbread men and 
pfeffernusse. --..... 

• For t.e<! lovers, collect an assort
ment of tins of.tea, plus preserves and 
biscuits (as the English call 
"cookies" ). A decorative tea cosy or 
an ironstone tea pot would be a spec
tacular addition to this sort of gift . 

ff ere•s hu1Jing ,-•our 

Christma.'i Is stykd "ith 
sheer joy. Tu all our many 
4-•1u,tumers, It's been our 

!!ilneere 1•lca.~urc to !!ien•c ,-•un. 

ARCHIE'S UNISEX SALON 
Archie Roussin, Leo Michaud, Lynn Vaillancourt, Gu_rlaine Cho/ette 

29 Main St., Alexandria Tel. 525-3647 

~ 

We wish you all 
the best during 
this holiday sea

son ... happiness, 

health and love 

of all mankind. 

Many than ks for 

your patronage. 

ARCHIE A. STEW ART 
PLUMBING and HEATING 

87 Harrison St. Tel. 525-3820 
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Christmas and Santa not always synonymous 
Christmas and Santa Claus are syn

onymous in many countries, but this 
was not always so. The jolly old gent 
is actually the result of an evolving 
process through the centuries, 
although he does have his origins as 
a real person. To be more accurate, 
he is probably a combination of St. 
Nicholas, and an ancient yule god. 

St. Nicholas was a fourth-century 
bishop of Myra in Asia Minor, who had 
won a reputation for generosity. Ac
cording to the legend, the good bishop 
had saved three young maidens from 
spinsterhood or worse, by providing 
their impoverished father with dowries 
for each of the daughters. He suppos
edly left three bags of gold on the man's 
window ledge. This is why pawnbrok
ers, who consider St. Nicholas their pa
tron saint, traditionally have three 
golden balls outside their shops. 

Another legend about St. Nicholas 
tells of the holy man's discovery of 
three murdered youngsters; the saint 
brought them back to life, hence his 
association with children. 

In Holland, St. Nicholas became 
Santa Klaas, eagerly awaited by young
sters, who would fill their wooden 
shoes with hay, water and carrots for 
the saint's horse, and place them be
fore the fireplace. 

In the morning, these clogs would 
be filled with sweets and small 
presents if the youngsters had been 
good, or birch rods if they had been 
naughty. 

Santa Claus' connection with the 
fireplace or chimney can be traced to 
pre-Christian times when hearth gods 
and gods of the yule log were ho
nored. In ancient times, there was al
ways a yule figure associated with 
mid-winter festivals; he was seen 
sometimes as an old man whose head 
was wreathed with mistletoe or hol
ly. The northern tribes worshipped the 
god Woden, who rode across frozen 
wastes to bring presents to his devo
tees in the middle of winter. 

In some cultures, this pagan yule-

figure evolved into Father Christmas 
as Christianity took root. In Sweden, 
Father Christmas still retains a gnom
ish aspect, but the English see Father 
Christmas as a tall, wine-flushed 
reveler. 

The Dutch who came to America 
brought with them their tradition of the 
benevolent Santa Klaas. It remained 
for an imaginative professor of Orien
tal and Greek literature to bring 
together the elements of the stately 

• • • (ii) • • • • • • • • \ll•· • J .... · ..... ~. J ", • . olly good.wishes 
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Marcial Emond 
Backhoe Service 

Alexandria Tel. 525-2359 

PEHCEonEHHTH 
May the radiance and gift of His 
love light your way to everlasting 

peace and contentment. 
Best wishes for a joyous Christmas. 

MORRIS 
FUNERAL HOME 

114 Main St. S. Alexandria 

525-2772 

MUNRO 
FUNERAL HOME 

Main St. Maxville 
527-2898 

Owned and operated by 
Munro and Morris 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Santa's on his way to fill your hearts and homes with the 
joy of Christmas. Our sincere good wishes to everyone. 

RYAX 
HOLDINGS INC. 

bishop of the Dutch and the elfish 
figures of Northern Europe. 

His name was Dr. Clement Clarke 
Moore, and during the Christmas sea
son of 1822, he wrote a poem for his 
children that brought to life his own 
conception of Sante Klaas, now named 
Santa Claus. He called his poem The 
Visit of St. Nicholas, and in it he 
described Santa as "a jolly old elf" 
with twinkling eyes and merry dim
ples. Interestingly enough, Moore is 
said to have based his description of 
Santa on a Dutchman who lived near
by. The man was short and chubby and 
smoked a pipe. Moore was certainly 
familiar with the writings of Washing
ton Irving, who had described St. 
Nicholas, the patron saint of the Dutch 
colony, and the saint's annual ride over 

the tree tops in a wagon filled with 
gifts. 

Clement's poem was published a 
year later and had immediate success 
with the public. It remained only for 
the famed cartoonist Thomas Nast to 
illustrate Moore's conception of San
ta Claus to firmly plant that image in 
the public's mind. Nast's illustrations 
were closer to the gnome-like figures 
of the past than contemporary versions 
of Santa Claus, however. As time went 
on, other artists changed the furry suit 
and furry round hat to a red suit and 
a cap with a tassel. 

Today, the image of a jolly and chub
by Santa Claus is one that is univer
sally accepted as a symbol of good 
cheer and generosity to children all 
over the world . 

The fragrant · gift 
What's the latest thing in home 

decorating? Environmental 
fragrances! 

So, if you're wondering what to 
give your favorite host or hostess, 

Planning 
fora 

Greatnoel! 
May all your plans for a 

happy holiday be 
fulfilled .. We value your 

friendship and trust . 

Thank you for 
your support 

over the past year 

Michel and Lorraine 
Lacombe and Family 

GLENGARRY 
INSULATION 

how about some potpourri-filled 
pillows? Scented silk flowers will 
please the discriminating decorat
or, and sachets or scented hanger 
covers will be welcome in the 
boudoir . 

Winter Wonderland 
May your joyous 

anticipation of Yuletide 
cheer be fulfilled in 

every way. 

From your Shelf Home and 

Farm Fuel and Oil Dealer 

RICHARD CAMPEAU & FILS ENRG 
Dalhousie Sta., Que. (514) 269-2532 

WeW~kyou ... 

AUe1UJfftevtyC~~f 

MARCEL .MENARD 
DENIS THEORET 
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From Roger Roy, president of Roy's Pontiac-Buick Ltd. 
and the staff and their families-

Sales: 

Jerome M~sterson 

Gilles Gareau 

Mike Gibbs 

Barry MacDonald 

Sonny Menard 

Frank P_aquin 

Luc Pelletier 

Chantal Titley-Rozon 

Bodyshop: 

Gabriel Poirier 

Beatrice Ladouceur 

Andre Lauzon 

Richard Lebrun 

Claude Poulin 

Bernard St. Denis 

Serge St. Louis 

John Shago jr. 

Service: 

Gerard Decoste 

Robert Decaire 

Joclyne Lacombe 

Roger Lalonde 

Hubert Lebrun 

Rosaire Lebrun 

David Lepage 

Richard Longtemps 

D.J. McDonald 

Gilles Massia 

Robert O'Connor 

Marc Rouette 

Remi Sauve 

John Shago 

Terry Sloan 

Office: 

Parts: 

Hubert Carriere 

Andre Menard 

Michel Prieur 

We rreal y ou ~lly 

Green Valley 

Carol St. Laurent 

Johanne C. Beaupre 

Denise Lemieux 

Claire Menard 

PONTIAC 
BUICK 
~ 
GMC Trucks 

525-2300 

• 

' • , 
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