
THE ADVANTAGES:
•  150+ Point Inspection
•  Manufacturer’s Warranty
•  24hr Roadside Assistance
•  Exchange Privilege

www.roysgm.caWe welcome any make or model on trade
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OPEN

4000 Cty Rd 34,
Green Valley
613-525-2300 
613-525-1480
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for service and sales - Call us!
Please stay safe everyone!
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How to 
manage 

a pandemic

Practise Social Distancing, 
wash your hands, don’t touch your face,
and take a deep breath...
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and take a deep breath...
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A major cocaine seizure was carried out by Ontario Provincial Police
officers on Highway 401 in South Glengarry March 16.

About 50 kilograms of the illicit drug, with an estimated street value
of $4.2 million, were confiscated by members of the Stormont-Dundas-
Glengarry OPP detachment with the assistance of the OPP Community
Street Crime Unit (CSCU).

Ellis Salgado Minaya, 19, of Montréal, was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled substance for the purpose of trafficking.

“This arrest will have a significant impact within our communities and
we recognize the trafficking of illegal drugs has a serious impact on com-
munity safety,” says acting CSCU Detective Staff Sergeant Dean
Canham.

$4.2 million cocaine seizure

GRACEFUL RETURN: Kathy Hebb, of Lancaster, was delighted to see and photograph
a flock of snow geese, one of the many harbingers of spring that appeared last week.

“Terrrifying.”
That is how Brian Redmond describes the

ordeal he and his wife, Maria, are experienc-
ing.

Like countless other Canadians, the two
Glengarrians are anxiously awaiting a flight
home, as airlines drastically curtail operations
in the onging battle to limit the spread of
COVID-19.

“We are remaining calm, however to be
honest, it is terrifying,” writes Mr. Redmond
in a e-mail to The News.

Stranded in the Philippines, the Redmonds
were scheduled to fly back April 21,
“However due to the airport lockdowns  we
are unable to do so.”

Glengarry-Prescott-Russell MP Francis
Drouin “has been assisting us with Prime
Minister Trudeau’s repatriation efforts which
are underway, however, this will take time
because the lockdown at Mactan
International Airport in Cebu Philippines may
not be lifted until April 15.”

“It continues to be a life-changing experi-
ence. We are both in good health, safe, self-
quarantined and eating well. I write to you
not for any 15 minutes of fame but to get our
story out there so we can inform our commu-
nity we would really appreciate their support.
Francis Drouin and assistant Vincent
Desmarais-Adam continue to be most helpful,
we are so appreciative of their help.”

Mr. Redmond relates, “I have been in con-
tact with my 96-year-old father Robert
Redmond, also residing in Alexandria. As a
war veteran he is handling the crisis well. He
is deeply concerned and has sent us his love.
I trust our community is doing well during
these challenging days.”

STRANDED: Glengarrians Maria and Brian Redmond are stranded in the Philippines.

New ways
to grieve:

Virus
affects 

funerals

Sap is 
running

A clean joke with a message

Alexandria cartoonist Dave
Rosen has created a ‘COVID-
19 colouring page for kids
and grownups.’ In addition to
being amusing, the sketches
also drive home a public
health message.

‘To 
be 

honest, 
it’s 

terrifying!’

RITE OF SPRING: The sap is running
but like everything else, access to com-
mercial maple syrup production has
been restricted due to COVID-19. Details
inside.

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed the
way funerals are held in Glengarry.

Last week, the province declared a state of
emergency over the pandemic which now
has almost 1,500 confirmed cases across the
country. The declaration involves the shut-
tering of public and private institutions which
are likely to attract 50 or more people at any
time.

Alistair MacDonald, co-owner of Munro &
Morris Funeral Homes, observes that many
mourning families are simply choosing to
postpone funeral gatherings. He says that his
chapel has limited gatherings to 10 people or
fewer, which is disruptive because it means
that fewer people would have an opportunity
to express their condolences in person.

That's why Mr. MacDonald is urging every-
one to use other means to comfort those in
grief.

“If you know someone with a family mem-
ber who has passed away, then call them,” he
says. “Let them know that you're thinking
about them.”

Mr. MacDonald's wife, Katherine, a co-
owner in the funeral home, agrees. “Our con-
cern is with the families,” she says. “Anything
that delays funerals also delays the natural
grieving process.” She adds that it's better to
send condolences over the phone or by send-
ing cards.

Brent Hill, owner of the Glengarry Funeral
Home, says that these days, when someone
announces a death in the family, he or she is
mostly resigned to holding a public gathering
at a later date.

It's made it tough for grieving people, says
Mr. Hill.

“There are people right now who cannot
get the support of their community,” he says.
“They are having to delay the mourning
process until all of this is over.”

But the pandemic and the accompanying
government regulations are also changing
things for the funeral industry itself. Mr. Hill
says he's taking direction from the Eastern
Ontario Health Unit, the province, and his
governing body, the Bereavement Authority

Case total rises
The fourth positive COVID-19 case in

Eastern Ontario is a 60-year-old woman who
is self-isolating, according to the Ontario
Ministry of Health.

Dr. Paul Roumeliotis, Medical Officer of
Health at the Eastern Ontario Health Unit
(EOHU), had confirmed last week a third pos-
itive case of COVID-19 in the EOHU area. 

The individual, who is in their 30s, is from
Prescott-Russell and does not have a history
of travel. Investigations are still underway.

Following testing at an Ottawa assessment
centre, the individual returned home where
they remain in self-isolation, following Public
Health direction. The individual’s close family

contacts are also in self-isolation.
The individual is a health care worker at The

Ottawa Hospital. Ottawa Public Health and
The Ottawa Hospital have been actively en-
gaged in the investigation and contact tracing
of individuals or patients who may have been
in close contact with the health care worker at
the hospital. The EOHU has been investigating
and tracing contacts in the EOHU region. 

The second positive case of COVID-19 in
Eastern Ontario is a man from Prescott-Russell
in his 60s, who recently returned from a trip
overseas.

The man, who was tested March 14, was dis-
SEE DELAYED PAGE 3  SEE CASES PAGE 3 

Honking harbinger



BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff   

South Glengarry’s CAO had
high praise at the March 16
council meeting for township
staff facing the challenges re-
sulting from the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“We’re in difficult times, and
I just wanted to say that over
the last week there are a num-
ber of people here with the
township, including the
(deputy) clerk (Kaylyn
MacDonald), who’s kept us on
track as far as what we can and
cannot do, and Meggin
(Roberts), who’s done a great
job with communications, and
(treasurer) Lachlan (McDonald),
who’s answered a number of
questions from members of the
community, both inside and
outside the office,” Tim Mills
said near the conclusion of the
regular council meeting. 

“And there are many, many

others…I could go on and on.”
Mr. Mills also commented on

the protocol enacted by the
township over the previous 72
hours aimed at stemming the
potential surge of COVID-19 in
the community.

“Four days have 
seemed like two weeks”
“I’ve tried to think of the best

way to sum up the last four
days…and it’s seemed like two
weeks, or longer,” he said. 

“We’re not going to know if
we overreacted in closing our
municipal buildings. We’re not
going to know if we did too
much right away, but it would
be quite apparent if we under-

reacted. We’ve got to remember
that we’re in a pandemic. This
is uncharted territory for us,
and while there’s probably
going to be a little more difficult
time ahead, it’s an opportunity
for us to really come together.”

Mr. Mills added that he has
been engaged in ongoing dis-
cussions with township man-
agers and employees regarding
the possibility of “working at
home and/ or remotely,” as a
means to help contain the
spread of the virus, and that the
matter is “something that we
will continue to consider and
look at,” as the situation un-
folds.

BY MARGARET CALDBICK
News Staff

When cold nights in March yield
to warmer days the sap starts to
flow, marking the start of maple
sugaring in Glengarry.

Old-timers will tell you the best
syrup comes from rocky ground,
and rocky too is the start to this
year’s maple syrup season in
Ontario. 

Cancelled is Ontario’s Maple
Weekend scheduled for April 4-5,
an annual family event hosted by
the Ontario Maple Syrup
Producers' Association (OMSPA).
This year, upwards of 15,000 visi-
tors were expected to visit more
than 80 participating sugarbushes
across the province.

“We want to ensure we are con-
forming with health advisories
and do our part in combating the
spread of the virus,” said OMSPA
president Brian Bainborough who
runs a high-tech sugarhouse on
his farm Maple Ridge Farm on
Manitoulin Island.

The cancellation is a blow to
maple syrup producers who rely
on the weekend's consumer sales.

COVID-19’s overlap with prime
maple syrup season is a disap-
pointment for Eastern Ontario
producers who got off to a good
start this season with consecutive
days of strong runs. With the
snow still deep in the woods and
the weather forecast calling for
cold temperatures this weekend,
good sap flow is expected to con-
tinue next week.

In Glen Nevis at Glengarry
Maple, the Zoeller family’s sugar-
house, Debbie and Bill Zoeller and
their son Bill and his wife Anne
are in full production in the 2,000-
square-foot sugarhouse they built
five years ago. 

It is a high-tech propane fuel op-
eration that uses the industry’s lat-
est sap processing technologies to
maximize efficiency.

Glengarry Maple’s sugarhouse is
set up to support 12,000 to 14,000
taps, tapping two maple stands
that consist of a blend of sugar
maple (Acer saccharum), black
maple (A. nigrum), and red maple
(A. rubrum). The high sugar con-
tent of these species and the deep,
well-drained rocky terrain create
what Mrs. Zoeller believes is a dis-
tinctive goût de terroir.

“We taste the syrup at every
stage, all the way along and we all
share our thoughts,” says Mrs.
Zoeller, “And if there is any ques-

tion, we don’t sell that to our cus-
tomers, it’s sold in bulk.”

The family loves to share the ex-
perience of “the boil” during sug-
aring season, but “due to these un-
certain times we have decided to
temporarily restrict the public
from our sugar house.”

Glengarry Maple products in-
cluding maple sugar are delivered
free locally, shipped across
Canada, and before the current
situation, shipped internationally.
Online shopping is at glengar-
rymaple.com

In South Glengarry, Jim and
Cheryl Wightman of Wightman
Sugar Bush on 1st Line Rd. in
Lancaster have also closed the
family’s sugar camp to the general
public.  For local buyers,
Wightman Sugar Bush’s prize-
winning maple syrup, maple but-
ter, maple candy and maple sugar
can be ordered by phone at 613-
551-7897 and picked up on the
Wightmans’ front porch.

For Jim Wightman, closing the
sugar camp is a big disappoint-
ment.

“We like to hook the kids when
they’re about 2 years old,” jokes
Mr. Wightman. “Their parents
bring them in and we have maple
taffy sundaes. Then their parents
call me and say, we need syrup,
the kids won’t eat pancakes with-
out it! That’s when I know I’ve
done my job.”

Mr. Wightman volunteered for
another job before the sap started
flowing when he and friends and
neighbours including volunteers
from Lancaster Fire Department
banded together in January to
help Patty St. Pierre and two of
her children, Luc and Michelle,
with the job of checking and re-
pairing lines and setting taps at

the family maple sugar camp, St.
Pierre & Famille Maple Sugar
Camp on Cty Rd 2 in Lancaster.

This past December, Patty St.
Pierre’s husband Yves was tragi-
cally killed in an accident.

Yves St. Pierre loved the bush
according to his family, calling it
“the spa”’ and the decision wasn’t
easy to go ahead with this year’s
maple syruping.

“Do the things that are neces-
sary, but we must go on. This is
what Pop would have wanted
and he would have been proud of
us,” said Mrs. St. Pierre reached by
phone this week.

It was Luc and Michelle who de-
cided to honour their father and
go ahead with the season. 

“And they are doing an amazing
job,” says Mrs. St. Pierre who re-
ports that with the help of good
friends the sugaring season is off
to an excellent start and the family
has bottled “lots of this year’s new
crop.”

The maple sugar camp which
normally welcomes visitors to
their operation is closed to the
public because of COVID-19, but
until recently took "several addi-
tional precautions" and was serv-
ing maple taffy outdoors them-
selves to limit contact.

Dunvegan producer Laurent

Souligny and his brother Germain
are in their third year producing
“Dunvegan Gold” at Erablière
Souligny, their maple syrup-pro-
ducing 60-acre woodlot on Blyth
Road.

“It’s turning out to be a good
year with some real good 3 and 4-
day runs,” says Mr. Souligny who
had an early start in February.

Laurent Souligny expects to pro-
duce between 1,500 and upwards
of 2,000 gallons of syrup this year.

The cancellation of Maple
Weekend is saddening for the
Soulignys who fulfilled a long-
standing family dream in 2017
when they built their 6,000-tap
high-efficiency sugar camp. But as
Laurent Souligny says cheerfully,
“The show must go on.”

“People can come and buy, but
we’re not letting people into the
shack for now,” says Mr. Souligny.
“The best way to do it is to phone
us first and when we’re not there,
we have gates at the road and our
phone number is on that.”

Glengarry is renowned for its
maple producers ranging in size
from small farm gate operations to
commercial sugar camps. Under
present conditions, you are best to
contact them ahead of time with
regard to how to buy and pick up
your maple products.
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Jim Wightman
613-551-7897

5488 1st Line Rd.
Lancaster On.

jim.wightman@xplornet.ca

Maple Syrup
Products
Call us for
your Maple
Syrup and
we’ll make
arrangements

CABANE  À SUCRE ET TRAITEUR
MARC BESNER

T: 1 450-456-3753
info@cabanemarcbesner.com

102, chemin du Ruisseau Nord
Coteau-du-Lac (Qc) J0P 1B0

Samedi et dimanche 
midi

maquillage pour enfants 
et promenade de chevaux

Vendredi et samedi
soir

chansonnier
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SWEET CROP: Phillip and Anne Zoeller who partner with Phillip's parents Debbie and Bill Zoeller pump syrup during the filtering
process at Glengarry Maple, the family's sugarhouse in Glen Nevis. Producing syrup, the first crop of the year, has evolved greatly in
recent year.

COVID-19 outbreak disrupts
prime maple syrup season but

local producers still selling

BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff  

Total remuneration for South Glengarry’s municipal council jumped
21 per cent in 2019.

Treasurer Lachlan McDonald attributed the hike, from $127,456.85 in
2018 to $154,358.11 in 2019, to “the government eliminating a tax break
in 2019” and the 2014-2018 council increasing the remuneration to en-
sure the take home pay was similar. Mr. McDonald also reported “a
significant increase in conferences and per diem distributions” between
2018 and last year. Last year’s total for conferences and per diems was
$34,621.62, more than double the 2018 amount of $15,521.69.

Total remuneration and expense amounts were as follows: Mayor
Frank Prevost: $39,545.12 ($29,360.18 in remuneration and $4,738.97 in
conference and per diem reimbursements); Deputy-Mayor Lyle
Warden: $29,739.06 ($23,512.92 and $4,333.37, respectively); Councillor
Martin Lang: $30,255.64 ($19,133.18 and $8,402.14); Councillor Sam
McDonell: $29,694.12 ($19,133.18 and $8,668.17); and Councillor
Stephanie Jaworski: $29,504.92 ($19,133.18 and $8,478.97).

The 2019 totals also include remuneration from the Raisin Region
Conservation Authority (RRCA) for Mayor Prevost and Coun. Lang –
both of whom are members of the RRCA’s board of directors – plus
reimbursement for mileage, as well as communications and supplies.

BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff

South Glengarry Township CAO Tim Mills
explained last week that the COVID-19 out-
break could financially impact previously es-
tablished municipal plans.

“I’d ask you just to be mindful for the con-
versations at the next couple of meetings about
modernization funding,” Mr. Mills said in re-
marks to council and administration  prior to
the conclusion of the March 16 regular town-
ship council meeting.

“We may need to look at some budget items
where we may need to shift some things, to do

things differently.”
South Glengarry township received a

$602,025 grant last March from the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing’s Municipal
Modernization Program for small and rural mu-
nicipalities.

The province stated that the funding was to
be used towards initiatives aimed at improving
service delivery and efficiency within the re-
spective municipalities.

Last November, council opted to dedicate
$332,025 of South Glengarry’s grant to reserves
“for an appropriate, to be determined, project,”
township general manager of corporate serv-

ices/treasurer Lachlan McDonald said at the
time.

Originally, an additional $200,000 of the
$600,000-plus largesse had been earmarked to
offset the costs of upgrading a shared
Stormont-Dundas-Glengarry dispatch tower
system and related equipment – components
of what was to have been part of a proposed
Counties-wide emergency and roads depart-
ment radio communications and paging net-
work.

However, that initiative was later shelved –
at least at the Counties level – and the $200,000
was consequently also shifted to reserves.

Council costs increase 21 per cent

Outbreak may cause financial
headaches for township

Kudos for municipal staff

Michel
Depratto 

remembered
Prior to the beginning of last

week’s regular meeting, South
Glengarry council observed a
moment of silence in honour of
North Glengarry Councillor and
life-long Alexandria resident
Mike Depratto, who died March
14 at the age of 68.

“I’d like to recognize the pass-
ing of Coun. Depratto...He
served his community well,”
said Deputy-Mayor Warden,
chairing the meeting in the ab-
sence of Mayor Frank Prevost, in
COVID-19-related self-isolation –
though exhibiting no symptoms
of the virus – following his re-
turn from an out-of-country
cruise the previous week.

Mr. Depratto, a Raisin Region
Conservation Authority (RRCA)
Board member, was also lauded
by that organization. Since 2015,
Mr. Depratto served as the
North Glengarry representative
on the RRCA’s eight-member
Board of Directors. “Mike was a
strong supporter of the RRCA
and was committed to managing
and protecting our local natural
resources. Mike’s guidance and
advice will be greatly missed by
RRCA staff and fellow Board
members,” says Richard Pilon,
RRCA General Manager.

Service deal
South Glengarry’s ongoing ef-

forts to procure municipal water
and wastewater services from
the City of Cornwall for the
township’s portion of Boundary
Road are in limbo for the time
being, partially a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic fears.

“We have a report from EVB
(Engineering). The city has a re-
port from Watson (and
Associates), and we’re looking at
engaging McIntosh Perry for a
third-party review,” CAO Tim
Mills explained during the
‘Unfinished Business’ portion of
last week’s regular council meet-
ing. “So, we would then have
three (studies) to consider, but
we will not proceed with that
until we come back to council
and get your approval, because
there will be a cost to that.” Mr.
Mills said upon reviewing those
reports, township administration
would proceed with setting a
date for a delegation to a
Cornwall council meeting.

“However, of course, with
these times right now...I’m sure
if we asked them for a date it
would be tabled (deferred),” he
added.  

It’s MAPLE time!



BY RICHARD MAHONEY
News Staff

The Eastern Ontario Health
Unit (EOHU), in partnership
with the Hawkesbury and
District General Hospital,
opened a COVID-19 testing and
assessment centre in
Hawkesbury March 23.

The centre at 750 Laurier St.,
Hawkesbury, and will be open
Monday through Friday from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.

“The aim of the testing/assess-
ment centre is to increase access
to COVID-19 testing and med-
ical assessments for EOHU area
residents, while reducing the
strain on 911, EMS and hospital
emergency rooms so that they
can focus on urgent care,” says
Dr. Paul Roumeliotis, Medical
Officer of Health. “It will also re-
duce the risk of spreading the
virus in hospitals and doctors’
offices, helping us to protect
health care workers and other
patients from COVID-19 infec-
tion.”

Testing centre limited to
people with worsening

symptoms
The EOHU stresses that not

everyone who is concerned that
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NOTICE
In order to deal with the COVID-19 

pandemic, The News office is closed to
the general public but we are still 

working.

Our paper will continue to be published
every Wednesday, as usual.

We encourage our customers to contact
us by phone or e-mail.

To contact us call 613-525-2020, or use
the following e-mails:

For advertising: 
production@glengarrynews.ca

For word ads: office@glengarrynews.ca

For subscriptions: 
circulation@glengarrynews.ca

For news: gnews@glengarrynews.ca

For sports: sports@glengarrynews.ca

Updates will be provided at 
glengarrynews.ca

Thank you for your patience and 
understanding during this time.

charged and remains in self-isola-
tion in his home.

The individual experienced mild
symptoms of fever, cough,
headache and generalized aches
and pains. Late in the day March
17, the individual’s test came back
positive for COVID-19.

While the public health investi-
gation is ongoing, it is known that
the individual returned from a
trip to the United Kingdom on
March 11 and developed symp-
toms later that day. The Eastern
Ontario Health Unit is actively en-
gaged in the process of contact
tracing for other individuals who
may have been in close contact
with the man.

“Having another confirmed case
in our area is not unexpected
given the transmission of this
virus around the world,” says Dr.
Paul Roumeliotis, Medical Officer
of Health at the EOHU. “This case
is also imported from outside of
Canada. Our current containment
process aims to identify and iso-
late individuals to limit the spread
into our community and it is
working.”

Dr. Roumeliotis adds that at this
point, there is no evidence of local
community spread, and the risk
remains low for the region. “We
will continue to work collectively
through personal hygiene precau-
tions and community-based pub-
lic health measures in keeping
with the provincial government’s
declaration of a State of
Emergency in Ontario.” He adds
that these measures may expand,
depending on circumstances. At

this time, measures include social
distancing, limits on mass gather-
ings, closure of public and private
schools, licensed daycares,
churches, public libraries and
many businesses such as gyms,
cinemas, dine-in restaurants, bars
and nightclubs. 

To reduce the spread of germs
including the flu and COVID-19,
the EOHU recommends that you:

Wash your hands often with
soap and water, or use hand san-
itizer;

Avoid touching your eyes, nose,
and mouth unless you have just
cleaned your hands;

Cover your cough and sneeze
with a tissue or into your arm, not
your hand;

Practise social distancing; do
your best to keep at least two me-
tres away from others;

Stay and work at home as much
as possible and avoid non-essen-
tial outings;

Stay at home if you are sick; 
If you are over the age of 70,

stay at home unless absolutely
necessary.

The first confirmed case of the
virus in this region is also a
Prescott-Russell resident.

The woman in her 30s, who
contracted the disease while trav-
elling in the United States, is also
self-isolating.

The woman is a nursing student
at St. Lawrence College in
Cornwall, who returned home
from a trip to New York March 9
and developed mild symptoms of
cough as well as generalized aches
and pain. On March 12, she pre-
sented herself to the emergency
department at the Glengarry
Memorial Hospital in Alexandria.
Late in the afternoon March 14,
the test came back confirming that
the woman had COVID-19.

of Ontario (BAO.)
“The authority tells us that they

would like us to only meet with
one or two family members at a
time,” he says, adding that he's
also being urged to conduct busi-
ness over the telephone or other
media that negate the need for
face-to-face discussions.

However, he adds that families
are understanding of the situa-
tion, though he knows that
things are going to get very busy
in the spring as he and his staff
work with all the people they
had to defer.

Cremation vs. burial
Cremation can simplify things

for the funeral home because a
gathering can be held at the ear-
liest convenience. If it's an in-
ground burial then there are a
number of other factors that can
complicate the matter. For one,
the ground is still frozen and
won't be thawed until the spring.

COVID-19 could also change
the way funeral directors work.
In fact, on Monday morning, Mr.
Hill listened to an online seminar
on how to handle remains that
could be infected with the virus.

Even so, he doesn't seem too
concerned about getting sick
from handling such a cadaver.

“We wear the necessary gowns
and gloves, so we're used to it,”
he says, adding that he's seen “a
lot scarier stuff” than COVID-19.

Delayed
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cases
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPREADING JOY: Sidewalk art in Alexandria helps spread joy in the midst of the crisis.

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

As the province enters the next
stage of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Hôpital Glengarry Memorial
Hospital's CEO describes the way
things are right now at his hospi-
tal as “the calm before the storm.”

“Hopefully it's not going to be
overly dramatic,” says Michael
Cohen. “We are hoping for the
best but expecting the worst.”

The Alexandria hospital has re-
duced the number of elective
non-urgent activities and outpa-
tient procedures like physiother-
apy and follow-up clinics.

“We have cancelled them to cre-
ate the capacity to respond to an
activity that may come,” he says.

The hospital has already seen at
least one case of COVID-19. On
March 12, a Prescott-Russell
woman in her 30s went to the
emergency room  where she was
later diagnosed. 

As of Monday afternoon,
Canada had 1,563 COVID-19
cases, including 503 in Ontario.

Shortly after the diagnosis, the
Eastern Ontario Health Unit's
Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Paul
Roumeliotis, said that there is no
local community spread and the
risk remains low for the region.

Even so, Mr. Cohen says it's im-
portant to be pragmatic.

“According to Dr. Roumeliotis,
we haven't seen a huge surge in
the community yet,” he says. “But
because of what we've seen in the
world, there's a valid reason to be
prepared.”

Quiet
Mr. Cohen has noticed a drop

in activity in the hospital's walk-
in emergency clinic, but attributes
that to people keeping their social
distance and staying at home.

The 37-bed HGMH does not
have an intensive care unit where
COVID-19 patients would, pre-
sumably, be treated, though it
does not have the ability to resus-
citate someone and transfer them
to a hospital that does have such
a facility, like ones in Cornwall or
Ottawa.

The calm 
before the

storm

ASSESSMENT CENTRE: An assessment centre has been set up in Hawkesbury.

they may have COVID-19 should
go to the testing/assessment cen-
tre. Only people who have wors-
ening, but not severe, COVID-19
symptoms (such as fever and
worsening cough) should go to
the centre for testing and/or as-
sessment. Not everyone may be
tested; the decision to test will be
based on symptoms, travel his-
tory, and contact history.

Residents with mild symptoms
that can be managed at home
should not show up at the centre
as they will not be tested or as-
sessed. Residents who have
symptoms and are age 70 or over,
or who have chronic medical
conditions or compromised im-
mune systems should call the
EOHU at 613-933-1375 or 1-800-
267-7120. Anyone experiencing
severe symptoms such as diffi-
culty breathing should call 911 or
go to the hospital emergency
room. For additional details, visit
www.eohu.ca/coronavirus

“HGH is grateful for this part-
nership with the Eastern Ontario
Health Unit. This COVID-19
Assessment Centre will help pro-
tect our patients, their families,
our employees and our physi-
cians,” states Dr. Julie Maranda,
Chief of Staff at the Hawkesbury
and District General Hospital.
“The hope is we can stay ahead
of the game and prevent the
spread of the virus as much as
possible.”

Additional testing/assessment
centres are expected to open in
the region soon. The EOHU will
notify the public when these cen-
tres become available.

The EOHU is collaborating
with local EMS to implement a
special Community Paramedic
Program in preparation for the
potential increase in COVID-19
cases in the area. The new pro-
gram aims to provide faster ac-
cess to testing and assessments
for individuals who are at higher
risk, such as seniors and people
with underlying health condi-
tions, while reducing the strain
on 911 services and hospital
emergency rooms. Assessing and
testing higher-risk individuals at
home will also help reduce the
possibility of spreading the virus
in hospitals and doctors’ offices,
as well as the larger community.

In-home testing/assessments
will only be offered to more vul-
nerable individuals who meet the
Ministry of Health’s criteria.
Residents who think they have
COVID-19 symptoms and who
are age 70 or older, or who have
compromised immune systems
or chronic health conditions
should call the EOHU at 613-933-
1375 or 1-800-267-7120. 

They should not call EMS or
911 unless they have severe
symptoms and require urgent
care.

At a critical time in the COVID-19 outbreak, the Registered Nurses’
Association of Ontario (RNAO) wants everyone to join in and actively show
support for health providers and other essential services.  At 7:30 p.m. every
day, RNAO is asking everyone – from the doorsteps of their homes or keep-
ing a safe distance – to cheer on the millions of health providers, social service
and other essential front-line workers in Ontario, Canada and around the
world who are tackling COVID-19. “Step out onto your porch, balcony, or
open a window and make some noise. Take a short video of yourself banging
some pots and pans, singing a song, applauding, or honking your horn, and
share it on social media,” says Dr. Doris Grinspun, RNAO’s CEO.

Assessment centre, 
community tests

To further contain the spread of COVID-19, the
Ontario government  ordered the mandatory closure
of all non-essential workplaces effective as March 24
at 11:59 p.m. 

This closure will be in effect for 14 days with the
possibility of extending this order as the situation
evolves. A full list of businesses that are permitted to
stay open was released Tuesday.

All basic emergency and public services will be
maintained.

Among the private sector operations that will be
allowed to continue to operate are:

Businesses that sell food, pet food and supplies,
and household consumer products necessary, essen-
tial items for the health and welfare of animals, in-
cluding feed, animal food, pet food and animal sup-
plies including bedding;

Beer, wine and liquor stores and alcohol producers,
gas stations, diesel, propane and heating fuel
providers, motor vehicle, auto-supply, auto and
motor-vehicle-repair, hardware stores, pharmacies,
businesses that supply office products and services;

Safety supply stores, restaurants and other food fa-
cilities that prepare and serve food, but only for de-
livery or takeaway, hotels, motels, taxis, businesses
that provide materials and services for the operation,
maintenance and safety of transportation systems;

Businesses that extract, manufacture, process and
distribute goods, products, equipment and materi-
als;

Agriculture and food production; farmers, livestock
auctions, food distribution hubs, feed mills, farm
equipment suppliers, feed suppliers, food terminals
and warehouses, animal slaughter plants and grain
elevators;

Businesses that provide veterinary services, and
that supply veterinary and animal control medica-
tions and related supplies and testing kits;

Businesses that help to ensure safe and effective
waste management including deadstock, rendering,
nutrient management, bio hazardous materials,
green waste, packaging recycling;

Construction projects and services associated with
the healthcare sector, transit, transportation, energy
and justice sectors beyond the day-to-day mainte-
nance;

Construction work and services, including demo-
lition services, in the industrial, commercial, institu-
tional and residential sectors;

Banks, insurance companies, businesses that pro-
vide pension services and employee benefits services;
public utilities;

Newspaper publishers; not-for-profit organizations
that provide critical personal support services; food
banks, women’s shelters, laundromats, dry cleaners

and laundry service providers;
Lawyers and para-legals, engineers, accountants,

translators;
Businesses providing funeral, mortician, cremation,

transfer, and burial services, and any related goods
and products (such as coffins and embalming fluid);

Land registration services, and real estate agent
services and moving services;

Businesses providing security services including
private security guards; monitoring or surveillance
equipment and services.

“This was a tough decision, but the right decision,
as this is no time for half measures,” said Premier
Doug Ford. “But I have said from day one we will,
and we must, take all steps necessary to slow the
spread of COVID-19. The health and safety of every
Ontarian must come first. The health of you, your
children, your grandparents and friends depends on
all of us doing our part.”

Businesses that can continue operations with em-
ployees working remotely, or through other contin-
gency measures, are being given approximately 36
hours to prepare and adapt. Essential services may
continue their operations to maintain supply chains
and ensure the people of Ontario have access to ne-
cessities, including groceries, medicines and other es-
sential products.

A 1-800 number and website will be made available
on Wednesday for any inquiries.

Dr. Paul Roumeliotis, Medical Officer of Health at
the Eastern Ontario Health Unit (EOHU), had earlier
ordered the immediate closure of several additional
types of establishments.

That list included all daycares and other childcare
centres and services; all public gyms, fitness and
sport centres and services; all churches, mosques,
synagogues and other places of worship; personal
service settings, including hairdressing and barber-
ing, tattooing, body piercing, nail services, electroly-
sis, other aesthetic services.

Exemptions will be made for select daycare centres
providing childcare for frontline essential workers.

Businesses that fail to comply with the order are li-
able, upon conviction, to a fine.

“I acknowledge that these closures are difficult, and
I have not taken this decision lightly,” says Dr.
Roumeliotis. “However, we must take all measures
necessary as a society to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 and protect our community, given the in-
crease in cases locally and worldwide.”

“We’re encouraging everyone to stay home, and
stay safe, wherever possible,” says Dr. Roumeliotis.

He is  urging people to avoid non-essential outings
and senior citizens over the age of 70 to not leave
their homes unless absolutely necessary.

Non-essentials 
ordered to close
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You probably read in The Letter To The Editor section in the
March 18 edition of The News, suggestions (‘Toilet paper
musings’) from one of our many eloquent and witty readers

on how to handle the “toilet paper mania.”
Richard Moore was on a roll, poking fun at the hoarders of toilet

paper, frightened by the spectre of being quarantined because of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

He observed, “Our parents and/or grandparents lived at a time
when the pages of Eaton’s and Simpson’s catalogues were used
in outdoor toilet facilities before the invention of toilet paper.”

And then he wrapped up with a notion that has no doubt been
contemplated by many readers: “Newspapers, once read, could
be used as toilet paper -- moistened in some degree to prevent
abrasion and to deliver that soothing effect on the designated part
of the anatomy. Its decomposition would not impair our plumbing,
and would in turn provide an environmental benefit.”

We have been up the wazoo with toilet humour lately; it seems
everybody is willing to stoop and crack wise about wipes, and al-
ternatives to toilet paper. The News is pleased it can keep serving
the community after the paper has been read. As a last resort,
newsprint can indeed be used to complete “paper work” so to
speak. Putting a new spin on “yellow journalism,” an Australian
newspaper has taken the recyclable rag concept a step further --
in a special “crappy edition” a Darwin paper has printed an eight-
page insert that can be cut into toilet paper.

It may be the butt of jokes, but that paper Down Under did gain
international attention.

Nobody can dump on any recycling idea. And if you are caught
short and need The News to finish your business, fill  your boots -
- if the paper is to be flushed into your own, privately-owned septic

system.
But if you are on a municipal system, check what your are put-

ting down the drain.
“Help us maintain our sanitary system by disposing of wipes,

diapers, sanitary napkins, paper towels, tissues and other dispos-
ables in the garbage, not the toilet,” North Glengarry Township
implored citizens in a recent public notice. The message was sent
out as waterworks employees were repairing a pump that had
been clogged by items that should hot be flushed.

This is not an isolated case. The Municipal Enforcement Sewer
Use Group, composed of 29 communities in Ontario, estimates
that “flushable wipes” cost Canadians $260 million per year in
cleanup costs.

That number was cited when in December, South Glengarry
council has supported a resolution from a town in the Toronto
area to ban single-use disposable wipes. The Whitchurch-
Stouffville motion notes that research poo-poos claims the product
is “a clean alternative to toilet paper that is safe to flush.”

Councillor Martin Lang said to his colleagues: “One of the prob-
lems is that there is actually no definition as to what is ‘flushable’
and what isn’t. Whether they should be banned...I know they’re
pretty popular with parents who have infants...I’m just throwing
it out there to see what you thought.”

Obviously, the plugged pump in North Glengarry and high na-
tion-wide cleanup expenses underscore the need for a public ed-
ucation movement aimed at encouraging the masses to respect
sanitation systems.

However, until this crisis has passed, if your personal system can
take it, by all means grab a copy of The News when you’ve got to
go. -- Richard Mahoney

There are many sounds of a pandemic. They range from
screams of frustration, eerie silence and the occasional quiet
gasp. The latter utterance could be faintly heard at a hard-

ware store March 19, the day after Eastern Ontario’s second pos-
itive COVID-19 case was confirmed.

One of the customers, ignoring the “social distancing” policy,
was waiting to make his purchase. He reached into his wallet and
then put a $20 bill into his mouth. He kept it there for a few sec-
onds before presenting it to a cashier, who was, fortunately, wear-
ing rubber gloves. 

“What is this guy doing? He is spreading his germs!” That was
what others in the line-up were thinking but they kept quiet and
went along their way because, even in the midst of a global crisis,
we must remain polite.

Public disregard for basic hygiene rules remains rampant, de-
spite all the warnings. 

Full-blown screams of frustration are justified when the news
carries reports of oblivious March Break partygoers crowding
onto Florida beaches, as if they are impervious to the coronavirus.
If you find yourself yelling at the TV you are not alone. Flatten
the curve? Some idiots should be flattened.

Evidently, there are many who believe that this virus, which
some have tastelessly called the “Boomer remover,” will affect
only a small portion of the elderly population. 

Stress levels are rising everywhere as the uncertainty lingers
and the closures continue.

A survey last week found that two per cent of Canadians are
“panicked” about the virus but  87 per cent were “reasonably
calm.”

The angst is not alleviated by scenes like the one of a man walk-
ing up and down the street in Maxville, wearing a gas mask.

On March 18, the grip of winter was easing. This spring has
begun very quietly. The thermometer read 4 degrees but the at-
mosphere was sombre. There was nobody anywhere. Alexandria
was  like a ghost town. Almost every storefront was dark. There
was almost no traffic. 

“No waiting” is a new business model for many enterprises.
Dentists and veterinarians tell clients not to assemble inside, ask-
ing them to wait outdoors until their names are called.
Restaurants and bars have been forced to close dining rooms.

St. Patrick’s Day celebrations were tame, almost non-existent.
That same day, Ontario declared a state of emergency and

recorded its first COVID-19-related death. “We are facing an un-
precedented time in our history,” said Premier Doug Ford.

Only a week earlier, people had been bristling at the suggestion
that public facilities may be closed. One person had whined that
a birthday party had to be cancelled.

Now we expect public events and programs to be suspended.
The river of information does not ebb at all, however.
Among the stream of e-mails and social media messages are

cautionary notes about mental health and free advice, lots of free
advice.

Everyone must self-isolate, but will people become ever more
lonely as they are housebound? There are many suggestions to
avoid going stir crazy.

Call a distant relative. Re-arrange your spoon collection. Start

spring cleaning. Read, take a walk, plan your garden. Help a
neighbour, while keeping a safe distance. Learn to knit, learn to
knit a dozen sweaters. Knitted hats may be popular, because as
somebody quipped, we are only a few days away from knowing
certain people’s true hair colour.

“We’re all in this together” has become a common mantra as
people try to look at the bright side of life in the time of COVID-
19.

Among the many things that have not been cancelled: music,
outdoors, reading, singing, laughing and hope.

There is a suggestion that since so many people are at home all
day, Ontario Hydro could ease up on the time-of-use surcharges.

That would be a boon for the many bakers who are cooking up
a storm. Flour was one of the many staples that were in short
supply during the early stages of the shopping frenzy.

By the way, March is Nutrition Month.
Online courses are in demand, as are YouTube tutorials.

Musicians are putting out concerts on social media. In quaran-
tined cities around the world, singers and musicians take to bal-
conies to serenade the afflicted.

There are, of course, the few who want to profit from others’
misery. Sanitizer selling for  $300, claims of masks and disinfectors
that will protect us against everything, fraudsters preying on the
fearful.

Yet, tough times do bring out the best in people.
Here is a release from the Ahmadiyya Muslim Youth Association

which has launched a nationwide initiative to help the elderly
and those most vulnerable in society. Through the “Serving
Seniors” campaign, Muslim youth will be offering their services
to help the elderly with picking up groceries, filling prescriptions
and providing overall moral support. Canadian seniors who re-
quire assistance are encouraged to call 1-855-HELP811 or sign up
on www.helpingtheseniors.com

There are countless heartwarming reports of neighbours help-
ing neighbours.

Of course, there are the natural comparisons to the SARS out-
break, the Ice Storm of 1998 and The Spanish Flu.

But, of course, nobody has ever experienced anything like the
Pandemic of 2020.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau continued last week to try to
buck up the nation’s spirits as he was still self-isolated. In difficult
times, “We pull together and we look after each other,” he has
often stated during this crisis, that began only a few weeks ago
but seems to have already lasted a year.

Another look at the e-mail inbox brings charges that the media
is spreading panic and that Trudeau is unfit to lead. Ah, some
things never change.
-- Richard Mahoney richard@glengarrynews.ca

Toilet humour provides relief

A run on flour is 
proof that baking will help many

rise to the challenge

If you care, you’ll 
keep a safe distance

RAYS OF HOPE: A celestial light show is regularly staged on the horizon. Do you have a colourful image to share? Send it to
richard@glengarrynews.ca RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTO



BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

Freezing interest charges and
keeping the water flowing are just
two ways North Glengarry
Township wants to help its citi-
zens as they go through the
COVID-19 pandemic.

At its regular meeting on
Monday evening, Township CAO
Sarah Huskinson brought several
ideas forward.

“Our treasurer has proposed
that we don't charge interest for
taxes in April or May,” she said.
“We also want to pledge to not
shut off anyone's water or impose
penalties for unpaid water bills.”

Ms. Huskinson also asked that
there be no limits on the number
of garbage bags citizens can leave
out for pickup in April and May.

Mayor Jamie MacDonald liked
that idea, saying that since people
are going to be spending more
time at home, it's natural that they
will produce more trash.

Deputy-Mayor Carma Williams
also liked the suggestion, though
she asked if the township could
also encourage people to do their
spring cleaning at this time.

Ms. Huskinson asked that citi-
zens be encouraged to double bag
their garbage for the safety of the
workers.

On a related note, the township
thinks it would be prudent to
postpone its annual hazardous
waste collection day, which usu-
ally takes place in April, until
September.

Not a vacation
Ms. Huskinson also asked that

North Glengarry Township shut
its office down completely. 

Last Monday, the township
closed the municipal office to the
public, though the building itself
remained staffed.

“The phones could be re-routed
to cell phones,” Ms. Huskinson
advised, adding that the office
would still be open if employees
needed access to a file or had to
do some quick work.

At the same time, she added an
addendum.

“This is a work-from-home situ-
ation, not a vacation.”

Mayor MacDonald favoured
this arrangement, noting that
business will continue, just not at
the township office.

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

A Glengarry-based emergency
room physician says that
Canadians need to be more seri-
ous about social distancing if they
want to get ahead of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Dr. Melissa Yuan-Innes, who has
been an ER doctor at Hôpital
Glengarry Memorial Hospital
since 2005, says that we are seeing
two different models of how coun-
tries are dealing with the disease.
China, she notes, got on top of the
matter with vigilant testing and
enforcing strict quarantines. Italy,
by contrast, was taken by surprise
and has experienced an extraordi-
nary number of deaths. On
Monday, the Italian Civil
Protection Department reported
that the death toll there was more
than 6,000.

Sadly, Dr. Yuan-Innes believes
we are following Italy's course
more than China's.

Even so, she says there is hope,
especially if we keep vigilant,
maintain our social distance, stay
home, and most importantly wash
our hands frequently with soap
and water.

The latter, she says, is better than
simply lathering Purell and other
sanitizers on your hands. That's
because the COVID-19 virus has a
lipid base that is broken down by
soap.

And while she says that about 80
per cent of the people who con-
tract the virus will have mild
symptoms -- everything from a
runny nose to non-life threatening
pneumonia -- it's the other 20 per
cent of the population we need to
be concerned about.

“For people over 80, the risk of
dying is about 15 per cent,” she
says. “They shouldn't have to die
just because you feel like going to
the bar.”

And yes, she knows that's a
metaphor since the Ontario gov-
ernment has effectively shuttered

bars for the time being, but, she in-
sists, the point still stands.

“The bar will be there in the fu-
ture,” she says. “We're asking peo-
ple to think as a community, not
as individuals. Thankfully,
Glengarry is very community-ori-
ented so we can get on top of
this.”

Hospital drills
Dr. Yuan-Innes says that HGMH

is taking COVID-19 very seriously.
Monday, she and her colleagues

practised a code on a virtual
COVID-19 patient in the hospital's
negative pressure room. She said
that one of the highlights of the
extra work came when two local
restaurants, the North Glengarry
and the Quirky Carrot, sent free
food to the hospital.

Dr. Yuan-Innes says there are
not as many patients there as there
normally would be.

Petition
Dr. Yuan-Innes has additional

concerns for her fellow health care
workers and she is taking those
concerns to the nation's highest of-
fice. Earlier this month, she started
a petition, addressed to Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau as well as
the Minister of Health and their
provincial counterparts, asking to
help health care workers procure
more personal protective equip-
ment like N95 masks, surgical
masks, gloves, and gowns.

“We also need access to hoods,
face shields, giggles, and other
protective equipment,” she wrote.
“There is a critical shortage of
COVID-19 test kits, ventilators,
hand sanitizer, and medications
that might treat COVID-19 pa-
tients.”

Acknowledging that there is a
global shortage because many of
the items are manufactured in
China, Dr. Yuan-Innes urged
those in charge to “mount a war-
like effort to repurpose factories
and skilled workers now to man-
ufacture the items domestically
and prioritize distribution to

health care workers.”
The change.org petition, which

has close to 93,000 signatories, also
asks  the government to call on in-
dividuals to donate helpful sealed
items, research how to reuse exist-
ing stock more safely, liberate any
stockpiled protective equipment
from the SARS epidemic, buy any
possible stock from China, expand
COVID-19 testing capabilities and
treatment facilities, repurpose dis-
tilleries to manufacture hand san-
itizer, and manufacture chloro-
quine and anti-virals that could
potentially treat COVID-19 pa-
tients.

Library may help
Friday, Dr. Yuan-Innes noted

that the Prime Minister an-
nounced that the government will
work with existing manufacturers
to make the necessary protective
equipment. She also said that that
some of her friends are making
cloth masks and surgical robes and
that she has asked the SDG
Library if she could use the 3-D
printer there to make protective
supplies.

The Ontario government de-
clared a state of emergency March
17, officially forcing the closure of
many public facilities, many of

which had already been closed by
municipalities.

“We are facing an unprece-
dented time in our history,” said
Premier Doug Ford. “This is a de-
cision that was not made lightly.
COVID-19 constitutes a danger of
major proportions. We are taking
this extraordinary measure be-
cause we must offer our full sup-
port and every power possible to
help our health care sector fight
the spread of COVID-19. The
health and wellbeing of every
Ontarian must be our number one
priority.”

The state of emergency was de-
clared on the same day the first
COVID-19 related death in
Ontario was confirmed. A 77-year-
old man in the Muskoka area who
passed away March 11 at the
Royal Victoria Hospital was a close
contact of a positive case; COVID-
19 was recently identified after his
death, said David Williams, Chief
Medical Officer of Health for
Ontario.
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AVIS
Afin de faire face à la pandémie de

COVID-19, le bureau est fermé au grand
public mais notre personnel demeure en

fonction.
Notre journal continuera d'être publié
tous les mercredis, comme d'habitude.

Nous encourageons nos clients à commu-
niquer par téléphone ou par courriel.

Téléphonez 613-525-2020 ou 
utilisez les courriels suivants :

Pour la publicité : 
production@glengarrynews.ca

Pour les petites annonces : 
office@glengarrynews.ca

Pour abonnements : 
circulation@glengarrynews.ca

Pour les nouvelles : 
gnews@glengarrynews.ca

Pour les sports : sports@glengarrynews.ca
Des mises à jour seront fournies sur notre

site web : glengarrynews.ca
Merci pour votre patience et votre 

compréhension durant cette période.

20015D Hwy. 43, West of Alexandria

Gilles Hurtubise

quit stalling!
BRING IT TO US.
•  Alternators, Starters

and Generators 
– Rebuilt or New

•  Automotive, Commercial,
Agricultural

613-525-0609

Chris Leblanc, prop.
Alexandria

Canadian Pest Control Services
Residential - Industrial - Commercial

Tel. 613-525-0838  Fax 613-525-5472

• Cluster Flies
• Spiders

Specializing in residential and
industrial extermination of:

Reclaim your home from unwanted guests.
Specializing in residential and

• Ladybugs
• Ants

• Earwigs
• Fleas
• Etc.

Reclaim your home from unwanted guests.

By Laura Peck
In France, now, when my son needs groceries, he downloads

a form, fills it in and keeps it with him as he shops. Close to me-
dieval Carcassonne, just as the season was taking off, my
brother’s hospitality business has closed until further notice: 15
staff laid off. 

Individuals and organizations get used to the necessary con-
finement, and comply not necessarily easily. Self-discipline may
not be one of French people’s best attributes, but as my younger
son puts it: “This time. It’s really serious. We must respect the
rules. A curfew is pending by the way.” In Canada, we’re lucky
so far. But what if this bad, sad, scary flu was like winter? Once
you think it’s done bothering you, it still bothers you. Full force!
Within a week, all of us in SDG, as globally, have experimented
the most unprecedented, unexpected and unchartered time in
our life. How does this make you think, feel and live in March
2020?

Social distancing means physical distancing first and foremost.
This is required not to spread the disease if you’re sick or not to
transmit it when healthy. Add to the physical distancing, my
beloved Grandma’s obsessive reminder to whomever visited
with her: did you wash your hands?

Self-isolation. Take out only. Closed. Contract cancelled. Event
cancelled. AGM cancelled. My friend, Mo, in Alexandria doesn’t
mind, he likes to keep to himself. Nicole, another friend in
Ottawa, a social animal, is finding ways to fill her social isolation
with everyday phone calls, video conf app and virtual meetings.
We must not forget the most vulnerable, Sylvie, a book-club
friend tells me. Now what do we make of the time that most of
us complained we lacked? Most human activities are halted!
Who on Earth is benefiting from it? The planet, precisely. Blue
sky in big cities. Clean water teeming with fish. And the list can
go on. Now, let’s go back to business, to humane businesses.
Business as usual is dead. It’s time to rethink our models: to cre-
ate, design and envision sustainable activities. And sustainably
tend to our customers’ evolving needs. It starts right here. Right
now.

Time (not to mention health) is our most precious commodity.
When you manage your time, you manage your life. Don’t waste
it. Create sustainable ways to spend time in with your family
members, staff and customers. COVID-19 might impose more
restrictions on our lives and our enterprises. As a community
we’re up to the challenge. For our health sake and the planet’s.
Please send your comments or waste related questions to 
laurapeck@lapublishers.ca or richard@glengarrynews.ca

TRASH 
TALK

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R

The Editor,
Coping is not in my vocabulary when it comes to politically and

media generated panic over this viral attack on our bodies.
I rather like the words “handling” or “managing” which are less emo-

tional or stressful.
Keeping stressful emotions low is key.
I'm letting all the dire “news” about those so-called negative impacts

go in one ear and out the other.
When President Trump essentially counselled everyone to remain

calm and do the best they can to remain healthy, I applauded his
words, even though he's not my favourite politician by far.

I exercise vigorously every day for about 17 minutes in my basement
mini-gym, eat healthy foods (nothing processed), drink pure water ac-
cording to my needs, and take plenty of vitamins C an D3 along with
other supportive health supplements that are helpful to my more than
60-year-old body.

I remain calm, I relax, meditate, practise frequent deep breathing, re-
fusing to give in to the media encouraged panic and the resulting gen-
eral public disorder.

Sadly, people will die from this flu bug, as they have from previous
ones in the past, however, to cause so much anxiety and panic over it
is illogical, unreasonable and unproductive: it will not help the situation
and some will be harmed or even die from the resulting stress.

It is rapidly developing into an experiment in control of individual
behaviour and of whole populations.

I object to all of this crisis scenario and manage my health better than
most, which can unwittingly make me a symptom-free carrier if I get
infected, however unlikely.

If you're ill, stay home and get well, and, if you're infectious, don't
spread it.

Let cooler heads prevail and may God bless everyone with the gift
of a long, happy, healthy life like the one I propose and expect for my-
self. Richard Hudon, Apple Hill

The Editor,
During this time of crisis, we would like to add our voices in offering

a great big thank you to all frontline workers still ensuring that the
needs of others are met. 

This includes everyone, physicians, nurses, kitchen, cleanup and vol-
unteer staff, grocery clerks, service workers, as well as hydro, fire, police
workers and seniors residential services. You have all stepped up and
placed yourselves at risk so that we and our loved ones are well looked
after. 

We wish, in particular, to thank those workers in The Palace seniors
residential  and long-term care home for their skills, patience, unfailing
good humour, and kindness. What you do is not easy, not for everyone,
and yet you do it and you do it with smiles and without complaint
that we have heard never letting on how hard it can be and what you
may need. We don’t say this enough: Thank you for what you do.

Frank, Kathy Pelaschuk, Alexandria

Readers have laurels
for frontline workers

How to handle and
manage a crisis

GOOD SPIRITS: An employee at the Hawkesbury LCBO store welcomes patrons, while advising
them to exercise social distancing while making their purchases.

We have to
take this more

seriously, 
doctor warns

Township to give 
taxpayers a break

Local doctor 
mounted national 

petition to urge “war-like effort”

North Glengarry will call a byelection to fill the council seat of the
late Mike Depratto, who had represented the Alexandria ward for
nearly two terms.

The nomination day will likely be May 11. A staff report to council
by the township's CAO, Sarah Huskinson, had called for a June 25
election day, but that could be later in the year because of the COVID-
19 situation.

“The Municipal Election Act allows us to push (an election) forward
if there's an emergency,” Ms. Huskinson said.

The report proposed that the by-election “be administered via in-
person voting only” but Councillor Jeff Manley asked that those
words be taken out in light of the pandemic.

“It's hypocritical,” he said, pointing out that social distancing is the
new norm and that holding an in-person only byelection in the cur-
rent context wold not be advisable.

Council agreed to delete the phrase.
Staff will inform the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation

of the pending election so that a voter list can be prepared.

Special election to
to fill councillor’s post



If you think you have 2019 novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) symp-
toms or have been in close contact
with someone who has it, use this
self-assessment to help determine
if you need to seek further care.

If you are having difficulty
breathing or experiencing other
severe symptoms, call 911 imme-
diately. Advise 911 of your symp-
toms and travel history.

This information is not intended
to provide medical advice. If you
have medical questions, consult a
health practitioner or your local
public health unit.

If you are feeling unwell with
any of the following symptoms:

Fever, new cough or difficulty
breathing (or a combination of

these symptoms)?
Muscle aches, fatigue, headache,

sore throat, runny nose or diar-
rhea? Symptoms in young chil-
dren may also be non-specific (for
example, lethargy, poor feeding).

And have experienced any of
the following:

Have you travelled outside of
Canada in the last 14 days?

Does someone you are in close
contact with have COVID-19 (for
example, someone in your house-
hold or workplace)?

Are you in close contact with a
person who is sick with respira-
tory symptoms (for example,
fever, cough or difficulty breath-
ing) who recently travelled out-
side of Canada?

If you answered yes to these
questions, you should seek clinical
assessment for COVID-19 over the
phone.

The majority of COVID-19 ill-
nesses are mild. A clinician can
help guide whether you will re-
quire further care or potential test-
ing in person. Please use one of
the following options:

Contact your primary care
provider (for example, family doc-
tor). Let them know that you have
used this self-assessment tool.

Contact Telehealth Ontario at 1-
866-797-0000 and speak with a reg-
istered nurse. Let them know that
you have used this self-assessment
tool.

If you start to experience wors-
ening symptoms, please visit your
local emergency department. Call
before you go and let them know
you have used this self-assessment
tool.

If you answered no to these
questions, it is unlikely that you
have COVID-19.

You should: Continue to moni-
tor your health for a full 14 days
after your return to Ontario or
have contact with someone who is
ill. If you develop any new symp-
toms, please seek clinical assess-
ment and testing for COVID-19.

Learn more about self-monitor-
ing.

If you start to feel worse or have
questions or concerns about your
health, call your local public health
unit, primary care provider (for
example, family doctor) or
Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-
0000.

Cornwall
Hospital
reduces
some

services
The Cornwall Community

Hospital has reduced some serv-
ices, including elective surgery,
clinics and diagnostic tests, in
order to ensure that essential re-
sources, including people, sup-
plies and equipment are available
to respond to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

In an effort to protect these re-
sources and to ensure patient, staff
and physician safety, the follow-
ing measures have been taken.

Patients booked for the follow-
ing elective/non urgent proce-
dures can expect a call from the
hospital or physician’s office in-

forming them that their procedure
will be rescheduled or postponed:
Elective surgery, non-urgent diag-
nostic tests, including, outpatient
radiology, CT, MRI, mammogra-
phy, nuclear medicine, ultra-
sound, pulmonary functions, EEG
and stress testing and some ambu-
latory clinics.

Inpatient visitor restrictions are
in effect with active screening
upon entry.

The café, including Tim Hortons,
is restricted to physicians and staff
only and no longer available to the
public.

Inpatients and emergency pa-
tients are not permitted to leave
the hospital to smoke. Smoking
cessation therapy options are
available.

Community Addiction and
Mental Health Centre is not ac-
cepting walk-in visitors or un-
scheduled appointments. All serv-
ices have been modified to ensure
clients are served during this
stressful time.

The Withdrawal Management
Services will provide phone coun-
selling and scheduled visits. Call
613-938-8506 to schedule a visit.

The Mental Health Crisis Team
will continue to support clients
and other professionals by phone.
Individuals needing crisis support
are to call the Crisis Line at 1-866-
996-0991. Youth under the age of
16 years are to call the Child,
Youth and Family Crisis Line at 1-
877-377-7775.

Individual
counselling

Individual counselling and ther-
apy will be offered to clients via
phone and/or e-therapy.

“The health and safety of our pa-
tients, families and our staff and
physicians is our top priority,”
says Jeanette Despatie, President
and Chief Executive Officer. “We
have infection control policies and
procedures in place and have
started to activate our pandemic
plan.”

“We will continue to keep our
community informed of future
changes; please monitor our web-
site at www.cornwallhospital.ca
for updates.”

The hospital notes “the COVID-
19 pandemic is challenging all pro-
grams to re-think how we offer
services in order to protect our
staff, clients, families and commu-
nity. As a health care facility, we
are committed to finding ways to
continue to offer services while

following best practice advice.”
OPP restrictions

The Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) is taking action to help re-
duce the risk of spreading
COVID-19 by restricting the access
to its facilities, including detach-
ments, across the province until
further notice. The OPP is commit-
ted to the health and safety of its
members and the public. OPP fa-
cilities remain open during regular
operating hours, with enhanced
screening to ensure the health and
safety of the public. Detachment
phone numbers are available at
opp.ca/detachments

The OPP is limiting the process-
ing of routine criminal record
checks/vulnerable sector checks.
Checks will only be conducted if
deemed to be necessary, or for
emergency circumstances. If you
require any detachment-based
service, including criminal record
checks/vulnerable sector checks,
contact your local detachment in
advance. In addition, the OPP has
set up detachment-specific email
addresses to deal with non-emer-
gent services and inquiries. These
email addresses are now also
available at opp.ca/detachments

For emergencies, call 9-1-1. For
all other police matters, call 1-888-
310-1122 or your local detachment.
For less serious incidents, report
online by visiting opp.ca/report-
ing. 
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What you need to know
to help you and your  
family stay healthy.

•  Only visit an assessment centre if  
you have been referred by a health  
care professional.

• Avoid non-essential travel.

• Monitor for symptoms after travel.

• Avoid large gatherings.

• Be prepared, but avoid panic stocking.

•  Caring for those who are ill?  
Take precautions.

• Clean high-touch surfaces regularly.

• Order your prescription medication.

•  Practice cough and sneeze etiquette  
in transit.

If you have symptoms, take the self-assessment
at ontario.ca/coronavirus. Or call Telehealth
Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 (TTY: 1-866-797-0007)
or your public health unit.

BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff

Bishop Terrence Prendergast
announced last week that all
masses – both Sunday and
weekday – slated to be held
throughout the Diocese of
Alexandria-Cornwall were being
cancelled, effective March 18, in
response to the ongoing COVID-
19 threat.

The cancellations run through
April 5 (Palm Sunday).

The annual Diocesan Days of
Confession, scheduled to be held
on April 1 and 2, have also been
cancelled.

“It is with regret that we must
temporarily suspend all public
celebration of the Mass and other
gatherings of Catholics in the
Diocese,” Bishop Prendergast
stated in a press release on St.
Patrick’s Day.

“It was a difficult decision, not

taken lightly, because of the cen-
tral role that the Mass plays in
Catholic life. This extraordinary
step is being taken out of concern
especially for those most vulner-
able to COVID-19 in our families
and our society.”

Despite the cancellations,
parishioners are being encour-
aged to participate in the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass via televised
and/or live-streaming services,
and are also “invited to continue
to pray at home with their fami-
lies and join the virtual Mass by
making an act of spiritual com-
munion,” added the release.

As of press time, no final deci-
sions had been made regarding
this year’s Holy Week and Easter
celebrations.

The Diocese of Alexandria-
Cornwall includes more than
56,000 parishioners, 26 parishes
and 29 priests.

In light of the increasing number
of community-acquired COVID-
19 cases in Ontario, the Eastern
Ontario Health Unit (EOHU) is re-
minding residents returning from
international travel to self-isolate
for a period of 14 days as soon as
they enter the country.

“I am pleading residents return-
ing from international travel to go
straight home upon their return to
Canada,” says Dr. Paul
Roumeliotis, Medical Officer of

Health at the EOHU. “It is imper-
ative for all travellers to not make
any stops on their way home. Self-
isolating is the only measure that
will help prevent the further
spread of the disease and protect
the community from COVID-19.”

Returning travellers must
schedule an essential item

drop-off
Returning travellers are being

asked to avoid going shopping
upon their return, even for the es-

sentials like groceries and medica-
tion. Instead, they should ask a
friend, family member or neigh-
bour to get the essentials and drop
them off in front of their door.
Once the essential items have
been dropped off, the self-isolat-
ing individuals can open their
door and retrieve the items.

Adopting the above-mentioned
technique will ensure the people
dropping off the essential items do
not get infected by returning trav-

ellers who may be infected with
COVID-19.

Everyone must 
take precautionary 

measures
The EOHU is reminding the

general public that everyone must
adopt infection prevention meas-
ures, despite not having travelled
recently or been in contact with
someone who has travelled inter-
nationally within the last 14 days.

“While I acknowledge that social

distancing takes a toll on the pub-
lic, I am still recommending that
people stay home when possible
and avoid non-essential outings,”
states Dr. Roumeliotis. 

“Besides protecting your family,
you’ll be doing your part to keep
the most vulnerable members of
your community safe.” Seniors
and people with pre-existing
health conditions are at an espe-
cially high risk of suffering from
complications due to COVID-19.

NOTICES: The Centre de santé on Alexandria’s Main Street is among the many places where restric-
tions are in place.

ALERTS: The Alexandria post office has warnings posted.

ENCOURAGEMENT: A sign on Alexandria’s Main Street repeats
the “Be Safe’” greeting many have been sharing these days.

Roman Catholic
masses cancelled

until April 5

Go straight home, travellers warned

Self-assessment service available
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

POSTPONEMENT NOTICE  
 
 
Dear Members,  
 
Given the current situation regarding Covid-19, and following the directive of the 
Government of Ontario, the Annual General Meeting of the Members of The 
Commonwell Mutual Insurance Group scheduled for March 30th, 2020 is 
postponed. We will reschedule at a future date when appropriate.  
 
The Annual Statements may be viewed on our website www.thecommonwell.ca.  
 
 

WE CONTINUE TO BE HERE FOR YOU 
 
We continue to be open for business and committed to providing you with the best 
care and service. In light of the fast-evolving pandemic situation, we are taking all 
precautions recommended by Canadian health authorities to mitigate and protect 
your health and safety and the collective health of our own team.  
 
We’re doing our part. We are restricting the availability of our offices to the public 
with the exception of essential business support services. Our team has for the 
most part, been transitioned to work from home to ensure we reduce risk for them, 
their families and you. Our efforts are proactive in nature and are being taken to 
ensure that we can continue to serve your needs without delay or disruption.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns about your policy, please contact us toll free 
at 1-855-436-5883. 

 
ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 

Tim Shauf, B.A., CIP 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

 
                March 18, 2020 

thecommonwell.ca Lindsay and Corporate Office
336 Angeline St. South P.O.Box 28
Lindsay, ON  K9V 4R8

Tel: 705-324-2146
Fax: 705-324-3406
Toll-free: 855-436-5883

800-461-0310

Perth Office
96 South St. / Scotch Line Rd.
Perth, ON  K7H 0A2

Tel: 613-267-5554
Fax: 613-267-6793
Toll-free: 855-436-5883

800-267-7908

Alexandria Office
3720 County Rd. 34 P.O. Box 159
Alexandria, ON  K0C 1A0

Tel: 613-525-2557
Fax: 613-525-5162
Toll-free: 855-436-5883

800-263-7684

In the midst of the coronavirus pandemic,
the Ontario Federation of Agriculture
(OFA) is reassuring Ontarians about the
strength and safety of the local food supply
system. Despite consumer concerns with
availability, Canadian and Ontario products
continue to be produced, processed and
distributed through our food distribution
networks across the province. However, to
help ease immediate short-term supply
pressures, OFA is urging consumers to
practice normal grocery buying habits with
the assurance that fresh and processed
products will continue to be made avail-
able. 

The food supply system in Ontario, and

across Canada, is well equipped – even in
times of crisis – to continue providing
healthy, safe and affordable food. Ontario’s
food distribution system will continue
stocking grocery store shelves and our food
supply chain can handle the additional
pressures put on it as a result of the current
health crisis.

“Our food system has never been
stronger, and we want to assure all
Ontarians that they will not run out of
fresh, affordable food during these chal-
lenging times,” says OFA President Keith
Currie. “Consumers are understandably
anxious about the uncertainty we are all
facing, but one thing we want to do is quell

their fears about food running out. There
is no reason to hoard food. There is enough
to feed us all.”

Ontario’s diverse and innovative agri-
food sector provides a powerhouse of safe,
affordable food. There are 49,600 farms
across the province growing more than 200
different farm and food products, and
many of those commodities are further en-
hanced by the thriving and innovative food

processing sector in the Greater Golden
Horseshoe Area. Ontario consumers can be
assured of the consistent, reliable and se-
cure food supply that Ontarians have ac-
cess to every single day, even during un-
certain times.

“Everyone in Ontario is facing an un-
precedented situation where we are seeing
the effects of a global pandemic in our own
homes and communities. During this time
of uncertainty, it’s more important than
ever to look out for our families, friends and
neighbours,” says Mr. Currie.

As Prime Minister Trudeau stated, “That
is what Canadians do in difficult times. We
pull together and we look after each other.”

Sisters Mischa, Gabrielle and
Amelia Tellier have taken to
the sidewalks of Maxville to
offer inspiring messages dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Sidewalk
art

with
heart 

WDMH facilitates organ donations
More lives will be saved thanks to the efforts of

Winchester District Memorial Hospital to facilitate organ
donations.

As of March 31, WDMH will notify the Trillium Gift of
Life Network  when a patient is at high risk of imminent
death or when a patient has died. Routine notification is
the critical first step, allowing the TGLN to assess and de-
termine if organ and/or tissue donation is possible.

“We are excited to be part of this important program,”
says Nathalie Boudreau, Vice President, Clinical Services at
WDMH. “Through this partnership, the hope is more fam-
ilies will have conversations about the importance of pro-
viding life-saving gifts to those in need.”

By implementing routine notification across the entire
hospital, WDMH hopes to make donation a standard part
of quality end-of-life care. A call to the TGLN starts the

process of saving and enhancing lives. Donations help ho-
nour a person’s wish to donate, leaving a lasting legacy for
grieving families, and helping to start a new life for someone
who is waiting for a transplant.

In Ontario more than 1,600 people are waiting for a life-
saving organ transplant. Unfortunately, the need for trans-
plant continues to outweigh the number of organs available.
Every three days, someone dies while waiting.

The TGLN, Ontario’s organ and tissue procurement or-
ganization, is working in two ways to tackle this problem:
encouraging the public to register as organ and tissue
donors and ensuring hospitals identify and notify TGLN of
every potential donor.

The gift of organ and tissue can be life-changing, and life-
saving for a recipient.

After a sight-restoring corneal transplant surgery facili-

tated through the gift of eye donation, recipients can return
to work or school.

Kidney donation enables recipients to live free from dial-
ysis treatments and allows them to eat and travel without
restrictions.

Heart valve donations are used to replace the diseased or
damaged valves of young children, giving them the chance
to live a normal, healthy life.

Lung donation allows recipients to walk, climb stairs and
build an active life. To ensure that your donation decision
is honoured, register your consent at www.beadonor.ca or
in person at a ServiceOntario centre. Be sure to speak to
your family about your wishes. One day, your death could
have the power to save up to eight lives and transform up
to 75 others. For more information on Routine Notification,
email hospitalsupport@giftoflife.on.ca.

Tree planting season is just
around the corner. Have you
placed your tree orders yet?

The Raisin Region Conservation
Authority (RRCA) offers a variety
of forestry services at a fraction of
the cost to assist landowners with
their tree planting projects.

Whether you are looking to
plant a windbreak, attract
wildlife, or simply add to your ex-
isting landscape, the RRCA has
you covered.  Landowners can
purchase native tree and shrub
seedlings from the RRCA at a sub-
sidized cost until March 31.

“The RRCA is on track to add
nearly 30,000 trees to the local
landscape in 2020 reaching a total
of over 1 million trees planted
since 1994,” states Lisa Van De
Ligt, RRCA Communications
Specialist. “We look forward to
celebrating this major milestone
with the community and member
municipalities!”

Landowners can choose from a
variety of coniferous trees such as

white spruce and white pine to
deciduous trees such as black wal-
nut and maples. Native shrubs in-
clude serviceberry, black choke-
berry, among many more. Tree
and shrub seedlings range from
65 cents to $2.25 per plant.

Order now
Those looking to plant over 500

trees, can take advantage of the
RRCA’s full-service program.
“Landowners can meet with our
staff for a free consultation.  We
will prepare a custom site plan to
ensure the best seedling survival,
prepare the site, order and plant
trees, and conduct follow-up as-
sessments,” says Ms. Van De Ligt.
Landowners who enrol in the
RRCA’s full-service tree planting
program qualify for cost savings
of up to $1.41 per tree.

Visit rrca.on.ca to download a
tree order form and for more in-
formation on the RRCA’s Forestry
Services and incentive programs.
For more information, contact
(613) 938-3611 or info@rrca.on.ca.

Property 
owners can take 

advantage of tree
subsidies

Safety of food system assured

“Our food system 
has never 

been stronger.”



One first sign that spring is near
is the ushering-in of half-load sea-
son on select county and municipal
roads. 

Half-load season is just that, the
limiting of materials to five tonnes
per axle on the weaker roads lo-
cated throughout the region, notes
the United Counties of Stormont-
Dundas-Glengarry.

Roads that are subject to seasonal
weight restrictions are identified
with a sign. Half-loads limits, which
went into effect March 6, will likely
run into the early part of May.

Benjamin deHaan, the director of
transportation and planning for the
county, said half-load season is in-
tegral to the long-term sustainabil-
ity of the road infrastructure within
the county – the biggest municipal
roads system in the entire province.

“We strive to ensure we allow for
the transportation of goods across
the county, while at the same time
putting measures in place to protect
the investment taxpayers have
made in our infrastructure,” he
said. “These kinds of measures are
important to the bottom line of the
county, as well as the effective use
of taxpayer dollars.”

Why are these measures so im-
portant? 

Try to think of a road like a giant
sandwich buried in the ground
with layers that are important to
the overall flavour of the road.
When you add an extra ingredient
– like water – your sandwich can
become a mess.

The base of the road begins at its
deepest point with the sub-grade
material, which is typically native

material or imported fill. On top of
this layer is aggregate material of
varying sizes of crushed stone and
other granulars that are packed into
place. Finally the whole thing is
topped with asphalt.

The problem comes in the late
winter and early spring when the
heat of the sun can warm the as-
phalt base to several degrees above
freezing, while the ambient air tem-
perature can often be well below
zero. As snow and ice melt, they
can permeate the asphalt in areas.
When that water refreezes, say
after sunset or doing an especially
cold day, the ice and trapped water
will weaken the strength of the
road.

By restricting the amount of
weight a vehicle carries, the dam-
age to weakened roads can be mit-

igated. “Half-load season is an ef-
fective means to protect our roads,”
said Mr. deHaan. “It won’t be long
before the weather warms even
more, and we will remove the re-
strictions.” To learn more about
half-load season, and other county
programs and procedures, visit
sdgcounties.ca
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3 Main Street S., Alexandria
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LIGHTEN UP:  Load restrictions help protect roads from damage. Graphic below shows what lies below the surface.
   SUBMITTED SDG PHOTOS

BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff

In September 2018, Glengarry County Archivist Allan J. MacDonald
penned a piece for The News reflecting on the local impact of the world-
wide Spanish flu pandemic a century prior.

How could we have known that a year-and-a-half later we’d once
again be in the throes of a global influenza outbreak?

In his article, Mr. MacDonald noted how the Spanish flu – which ul-
timately killed an estimated 100 million people around the world – first
“arrived at Canada’s eastern port cities and was spread in part by in-
fected soldiers returning from overseas” in early September 1918.

“Within a few short weeks,” it had claimed the lives of roughly 50,000
across the country – comparable to the total number of Canadians (ap-
proximately 60,000) killed during the First World War.

In their battle against the Spanish flu, health officials a hundred years
ago faced challenges identical to what their contemporary counterparts
are presently dealing with as they tackle the COVID-19, with no drugs
or vaccines presently available to combat the strain, and a full under-
standing of the virus still beyond our grasp.

Like today, the use of surgical masks to help curtail the spread of the
virus was also recommended a century ago, while quarantine measures
– with ‘social distancing’ not yet a part of the lexicon – were put into ef-
fect and enforced as well.

Mr. MacDonald explained that the Spanish flu came to Glengarry in
late September 1918, and that by the middle of the following month,
local municipal officials and the-then Alexandria Board of Health were
“forced to take stronger measures” to battle the disease – closing all area
schools, as well as “moving picture and concert halls, and pool rooms
until further notice.”

Dr. J. T. Hope, the town’s medical officer of health, later reported that
about 60 percent of Alexandria’s population had been affected by the
influenza virus.

Mr. MacDonald’s research indicated that over a six-week period that
fall, 21 Alexandria residents succumbed to the Spanish flu – approxi-
mately one per cent of the town’s population at the time.

With Canada still very much entrenched in the fight against Germany
and her allies in Europe, the media of the day tended to downplay the
seriousness of the Spanish flu, wishing not to “detract from the long
sought goal of victory,” explained Mr. MacDonald.

“The present type of influenza is very much like that of the old
‘Grippe’ of 1889,” stated an article – ‘Spanish Influenza (so-called)’ – that
appeared on the front page of the Oct. 4, 1918 edition of this newspaper,
referring to the Asiatic or Russian flu pandemic of late 1889/early 1890
that infected 40 per cent of the world’s population, killing thousands.

“It sets in suddenly, with chills, headache, pains in the back and limbs
and fever. On the second day, the fever rises to its highest, 102 to 104 F
then quickly subsides and by the fourth day the attack is usually over.”

Citing information forwarded by the Canadian Army Medical Corps
overseas, the article’s closing paragraph provided an extremely short-
sighted, but contemporarily typical, assessment of the Spanish influenza
pandemic.

“It will be seen there is little cause for alarm and were it not for the
undue publicity given it at present little notice would be taken of it,”
readers were told.

A century later, as anyone reading this publication can attest to, it’s
clear that The News – reflecting the attitude of the community, the coun-
try, and the world at large – is taking this influenza outbreak very seri-
ously.

Why these half measures work:
Load limits protect roads

NOT QUITE YET:  While winter was officially over March 19, everyone, particularly road mainte-
nance crews, will tell you that Old Man Winter is still making his presence felt. Plows were out on
the road again last week as a mix of snow and rain fell on this region, making roads slick. This
plow’s blade was raised but it was actually doing its job, laying on salt on County Road 34 near
McCrimmon.

T H E G L E N G A R R Y M Y S T I Q U E

Latest pandemic brings back
memories of the Spanish Flu

BY KRISTINA MICHAUD
News Staff

The Raisin River Canoe Race has been cancelled for 2020. Originally
scheduled for April 19, the event is just another in the long list to have
been shelved due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We were led to make that decision a month ahead of the event date
for obvious reasons to implement precautionary measures to protect
staff, volunteers and participants from COVID-19,” said Raisin Region
Conservation Authority (RRCA) community liaison Lissa Deslandes.

The race normally attracts over 300 participants and hundreds of spec-
tators. In addition, many participants travel from outside the area, in-
cluding Québec and the United States. 

Another deciding factor was the fact that the facilities used during the
race, namely St. Andrew’s Catholic School, St. Andrew’s Church, and
the Char-Lan Rec Centre, are all currently closed to the public.

“We also rely heavily on shore-based rescue provided by our local
South Glengarry and South Stormont Fire Departments and would not
want to occupy their services at this time,” Ms. Deslandes added.

Long-time participant Corey Van Loon is disappointed, but under-
stands the RRCA’s decision.

“With social distancing, they can’t have people getting grouped up
(to watch the race). I understand what they did. It’s unfortunate, but
with all places and businesses shutting down, we’re doing our part.”

Unfortunately, the race can’t be simply postponed, because water lev-
els drop so dramatically later in the spring.

“The spring run-off makes the race,” Mr. Van Loon said. “If the water’s
too low, it would damage the canoes. They could change the bottom

half of the course, but it would not be as exciting as going through the
rapids.”

By his best guess, Mr. Van Loon has taken part in the Raisin River
Canoe Race more than 30 times, in the last few years with his son Cody.

“Everyone looks forward to it. It’s a signal of spring. We shake off the
winter blues, get out and have fun.”

The last time the race had to be cancelled was in 2010, due to low
water conditions. 

Canoe race scrubbed 
because of COVID-19

TRADITION: The Raisin River Canoe Race has been cancelled
for the first time in ten years.                                        FILE PHOTO



THE GLENGARRY NEWS  –  ALEXANDRIA, ONTARIO WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2020  –  PAGE 9

DOMINO is a 2-year-old 
black & white male cat

PLEASE NOTE: the Animal Centre
will be closed to the public until
further notice due to COVID-19.

Domino will be available for
adoption once the centre re-opens!
I am the sweetest boy who just
loves to be loved! You'll be in good
company if you adopt me; Shake-
speare, Beethoven and Sir Isaac
Newton all owned tuxedo cats! We
are the most intelligent of all cats,
and were the most commonly-

worshipped felines in ancient Egypt. Looking forward to 
cuddles with my new human... hope to meet you soon!

PET OF THE WEEK

ONTARIO SPCA
PROTECTING ANIMALS SINCE 1873
STORMONT, DUNDAS & GLENGARRY BRANCH

Proud Sponsor of Pet of the Week

Tel.: 613-525-4146 Fax: 613-525-4665

Jacqui Wignall B.Sc. H., D.V.M.

Janet Lalonde B.Sc. Agr., D.V.M.

21421 County Road 10
(Glen Robertson Road)

Alexandria, ON  K0C 1A0

Every single day animals arrive needing our help. We invite you to drop
by the shelter during  adoption hours to visit the animals, or browse our
site (www.sdg.ontariospca.ca) and view our adoptable animals on-line.
Find your friend for life!

550 Boundary Road, Cornwall
Fax: (613) 936-0137                  Email: sdg@ospca.on.ca

Adoption hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat.: 10:30 am - 4 pm
Thurs.: 10:30 am - 5 pm; Sundays and Holidays: CLOSED

Please call the OSPCA at 613-936-0072 or visit the animals 
for adoption at www.sdg.ontariospca.ca

Visit the Church of Your Choice

MARCOUX
ROAD
BIBLE
CHURCH

Adult Sunday
School – 10:15 am
Service – 11 am
Bible Study – Weds 

6:30 pm

WHERE BIBLICAL TRUTH MATTERS
AND HOPE IN GOD IS RENEWED

19755 Marcoux Rd., Alexandria
TEL: 613-525-0876

BY KRISTINA MICHAUD
News Staff

Two months after members of the Glengarry Dairy Producer
Committee (DPC) quit en masse, a new committee is in place and is
ready to get back to the important task of representing the county’s
dairy farmers.

The committee members unanimously resigned in late December 2019
when communication issues with the Dairy Farmers of Ontario (DFO)
came to a head.

“We have failed as a committee to represent the producers that have
elected us on a number of areas that will greatly (affect) how dairy farm-
ers will operate moving forward and how our industry will survive with
the coming trade changes,” a statement read.

“Most recently a decision by the board with ZERO consultation from
any DPC was to introduce third party validators for proAction. This is
really the last straw of many decisions made by our board without prior
consultation.”

Conflict
According to the Dairy Farmers of Canada website, proAction was in-

troduced “to show how farmers responsibly produce milk. With
proAction, farmers offer proof to customers that they work to ensure
milk quality and safety, and to continually improve animal health and
welfare as well as environmental stewardship.”

The Glengarry DPC objected to the introduction of third party verifi-
cation, citing it as a waste of both time and money.

“DFO continually claims we have one of the best milk qualities in the
world – so why is there an urgency to implement more regulations and
more inspections?” the committee stated.

“The board also does not see the issue that we have is not with the
third party validations – it is the additional costs, lack of justification
and urgency to implement without consultations.”

At a meeting held on Feb. 24, the dairy producers elected a new com-
mittee which includes three of the members who quit.

Newly elected chair Thomas Kuipers of Martintown was one of those
members.

“The problem was communication,” he said. “We’re very proud of
pro-Action. It keeps us accountable. They don’t really have a program

like it anywhere else.”
Mr. Kuipers said the main reason the previous committee resigned

was a  lack of communication between the DFO and local producers.
“Unfortunately, the topic at the time was proAction,” he said.
Asked why he chose to come back to the committee, Mr. Kuipers said

it was important for Glengarry dairy producers to have a voice with the
DFO.

“There has to be a link between the grassroots and the board. We are
that link,” he said.

Mr. Kuipers, who had been on the committee for a year before the
mass resignation, said his experience will be helpful going forward.

“I saw what wasn’t working. There were long-standing (communica-
tion) issues with the board.”

The new committee’s top priority is communication, within the com-
mittee itself, with the dairy producers of Glengarry, and with the DFO.
Mr. Kuipers sees the Glengarry DPC as the essential link among all the
parties.

The committee also wants to make sure local politicians and members
of the community at large are kept in the loop about issues affecting
dairy producers.

“We want to get more involved in the community, at events, and vol-
unteering,” Kuipers said. “Consumers have lost touch with dairy farm-
ers, and vice versa. Milk is one of the most local products you can buy.
We need to send that message: we are local, we are a big part of this
community.”

The other members of the committee are vice-chair Arnold Reijmers,
secretary Benjamin Oeggerli, treasurer Kevin MacDonald, Peter
VanSleeuwen, Donald Johnston and David Suter.

How is COVID-19 affecting dairy farmers?
“It’s currently business as usual,” Mr. Kuipers said.
“Dairy farming is an essential industry: processing, retail, that whole

chain. We’ll continue to produce and supply grocery stores with milk,
because it’s important that everyone keep having access to their local
milk, as fresh as possible.”

So far, the only change is that producers are limiting the number of
people coming on to their farms.

“We need to keep the supply chain as tight as possible,” he said.

Officials from the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and
Glengarry met with Ministry of Transportation representatives at
Highway 138 recently to discuss concerns regarding this important re-
gional artery. County director of transportation and planning Benjamin
de Haan, as well as County Councillors Bryan McGillis and Jim Wert,
provided a direct account of the County’s concerns with respect to
Highway 138, including the need for augmented safety features like
passing lanes and intersection improvements. Officials, including SDSG
MPP Jim McDonell and ministry staff, toured the entire stretch of
Highway 138 with county representatives during the morning com-
mute. “The Ministry of Transportation has heard and appreciates our
concerns, and this is one of the first steps in seeing the necessary im-
provements to Highway 138,” said Mr. de Haan. “The ministry has
completed an environmental assessment of the highway which iden-
tified improvements for the short, medium and long term. Today’s tour
gave us an opportunity to identify priority areas we would like ad-
dressed and the need for continued dialogue on how to make this high-
way safer. We expect to hear more from the ministry in the weeks
ahead.” County CAO Tim Simpson said Highway 138 has been an area
of concern for SDG and motorists for several years and adding in-
creased safety measures remains a priority.

EXPANSION: From left, North Dundas Mayor Tony Fraser, Dundas Manor Board Chair Bill Smirle, MPP Jim McDonell, Minister of Long
Term Care Dr. Merrilee Fullerton and Winchester District Memorial Hospital and Dundas Manor CEO Cholly Boland announced the rede-
velopment of 98 long-term care beds and the addition of 30 news beds at Dundas Manor Friday. SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Ontario government has approved the addition of 30 new beds
and the redevelopment of 98 existing bed at Dundas Manor in
Winchester.

The new and redeveloped beds will help take pressure off hospitals,
allow doctors and nurses to work more efficiently, and provide better,
faster health care for patients and their families in North and South
Dundas.

“We all have a family member, a loved one or friend who has needed
long-term care, and many of us will one day need it ourselves. We will
all be touched by it in some way,” said Dr. Merrilee Fullerton, Minister
of Long-Term Care. “Our government is working hard to build long-
term care beds faster and more efficiently so our province’s most vul-
nerable can receive the care they need.”

Currently, too many Ontarians are unable to access the long-term
care they need, when and where they need it. The government is in-
vesting in long-term care across the province to create new and modern
spaces to help end hallway health care.

The government recently announced the launch of a study on
staffing in long-term care led by an expert advisory panel that will in-
form the development and implementation of a staffing strategy by
the end of 2020.

THEN AND NOW: The boardwalk on the Glengarry Trails in Alexandria has undergone a makeover. Receding snow enables visitors
to appreciate the improvements.

New Glengarry dairy 
committee places emphasis 

on communication

Manor growing

County lobbies MTO on 138 

Essentially, The News
is here for you, in so many ways.

Newspapers are deemed essential services 
in this time of COVID-19.

We will continue to print a paper every Wednesday.
If you are working from home, and receive a paper 

subscription at work, you can have the paper forwarded to
your residence. 

To make an address change, call 613-525-2020 or 
e-mail circulation@glengarrynews.ca

To keep tabs on this ever-changing pandemic, 
check out our website: glengarrynews.ca



WORD ADS: $10 for 20 words, plus 37¢ for each
additional word $1 off for each consecutive
week. Birth announcement ads: FREE

BOXED ADS: Call office for quote.

TARTAN OF THE WEEK:
Diana Princess of WalesWE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO PLACE ALL ADS UNDER APPROPRIATE CLASSIFICATIONS

Office hours: Monday to Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

CLASSIFIEDSAll ads must be paid in advance or by:

You can reach us at 613-525-2020; by
fax at 613-525-3824; or by email at

production@glengarrynews.ca

Deadline is Monday at 1 p.m.
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37-tf

(613) 525-2315
Mary and John MacLeod

Glengarry Representatives, R.R. 1 Dunvegan

KINGSTON 
MONUMENTS

Monuments • Plaques 
Lettering • Custom Design

Serving Families since 1904

Monuments

Death Notices

Death Notices

Death Notices

Death Notices

Death Notices

Death Notices

Cards of Thanks

Cards of Thanks

Death Notices

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

Coming Events

Photo Reprints

Phonebook

Wanted

COLOUR
REPRINTS

AVAILABLE
of pictures 

used in recent 
issues of

The Glengarry
News

Call us 613-
525-2020, 
or e-mail:

production@
glengarrynews.ca

Nothing is 
really lost,
as long as 
you 
remember it.

If you wish to be
added or edited

in our 
2020

PHONEBOOK
please send an 

email to 
production@

glengarrynews.ca

TAKE NOTICE that tenders are invited for the purchase of
the lands described below and will be received until 3:00
p.m. local time on April 8, 2020, at the North Glengarry
Municipal Office, 90 Main Street S, Alexandria Ontario. 
DESCRIPTION OF LANDS:
1. Roll No. 01 11 011 014 75340 0000; Concession Rd 12; PIN
67111-0212 (LT); File No. 18-06; 
Minimum Tender Amount: $10,547.96
2. Roll No. 01 11 018 000 05000 0000; 99-103 Bishop St. N,
Alexandria; PIN 67150-0413 (LT); 
Minimum Tender Amount: $46,580.19
Except as follows, the municipality makes no representa-
tion regarding the title to or any other matters relating to
the lands to be sold. Responsibility for ascertaining these
matters rests with the potential purchasers. This sale is
governed by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal
Tax Sales Rules made under that Act. A full copy of the 
tax sale advertisement and further information about this 
matter is available on line at: www.OntarioTaxSales.ca
or you may contact 
Kimberley Goyette, Director of Finance/Treasurer, 
The Corporation of the Township of North Glengarry, 
90 Main Street S, Alexandria ON   K0C 1A0, 
Phone: (613) 525-1196; 

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER
THE CORPORATION OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF NORTH GLENGARRY

11-3c

Notices

TOWNSHIP OF 
NORTH STORMONT

NOTICE
_____________________________________________

The Council meeting scheduled for 
MARCH 24, 2020 at 6:30 pm 

has been postponed until further notice pending 
lifting the ban on public gatherings.

Your truly,
Mary J. McCuaig. AMCT
Acting CAO/Clerk

12-1c

McCRIMMON, Donald Anderson
Owner of Boreraig Farm

(December 31, 1959 – March 6, 2020)
With heavy hearts and profound
sadness, we announce the tragic
loss of our brother and uncle,
Donald McCrimmon. Donald was
the proud owner of the 5th gener-
ation ancestral home property,
Boreraig Farm. His reputation as a
hard worker saw him operate
both a dairy and cash crop busi-
ness. He was predeceased by his
parents John Naughton
McCrimmon and Dorothy
Anderson.  Donald was the much loved brother of Ann
(Paul McKinnon), Florence (Jeff Boyd), and Mary (Kevin
Leduc). He was the very proud uncle of Danielle and
Rachael Boyd, and Madeleine and Michael Leduc.
There will be a Funeral Service and reception for Donald
once the Canadian Covid-19 bans have been lifted.
Expressions of sympathy in Donald’s memory can be
made to the Ontario Dairy Youth Trust Fund, PO Box 610,
Brantford, Ontario N3T 5R4 or the Glengarry County
Archives, PO Box 69, Alexandria, ON K0C 1A0. To express
your condolences, make a donation or plant a Tree of
Remembrance for Donald, please visit www.hillcrestfu-
neralhome.ca Funeral arrangements entrusted to Hillcrest
Funeral Home Ltd., 151 Bond Street, Vankleek Hill, ON
K0B 1R0 (866) 678-2001.

Condolences may be left at 
hillcrestfuneralhome.ca

MENARD, Samantha (née Ouellette)
It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of
Samantha at the young age of
31.  She passed away on
Tuesday, March 17, 2020.
Beloved wife of Nicholas
Menard and loving mother to
their beautiful 2-year-old
daughter, Charlee. Daughter of
Pierre Ouellette (Lise) and
Diane Moore. Dear sister of
Danielle. She also leaves behind
her grandmothers Rita
Ouellette and Ann Gibbs; her

stepbrothers Patrick and Jonathan Leduc; her parents-in-
law Michele and Luc Menard; her sister-in-law Jessica;
and a large family of uncles, aunts and cousins, friends,
and work colleagues.  Due to COVID-19, the date for the
Celebration of Sam’s Life will be announced in the weeks
to come on the Glengarry Funeral Home website and in
The Glengarry News. We invite you to donate to organiza-
tions dedicated to the elimination of cancer in all its forms, 
including the Ottawa Cancer Society, Canadian Blood Services,
Ottawa Hospital Foundation and the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society of Canada.  
Condolences/Donations/Tributes may be made online

at www.glengarryfuneralhome.com or at (613) 525-3400.

ASSELIN, Gilles
1937-2020

C'est avec tristesse que nous an-
nonçons le décès de M. Gilles
Asselin, âgé de 82 ans, survenu le 17
mars 2020 et domicilié à Ste-Justine-
de-Newton. Il était le fils de M. Jean-
Baptiste (John) Asselin et de Mme
Aldéa Poirier. Il laisse dans le deuil
sa sœur Thérèse (feu Dr Daniel
Warren), son frère Jean-Pierre
(Liliane Bériault), Jean Sabourin con-
sidéré comme un fils, son amie Gisèle Bertrand, ainsi que
de nombreux neveux et nièces, parents et amis. Les
funérailles se tiendront ultérieurement. 
Au lieu de fleurs, des dons à la Société canadienne du cancer

seraient appréciés. 12-1p

Lancaster Branch
LeGROULX, Cecile

At the Glengarry Memorial
Hospital on Saturday, March 14,
2020. Cecile Legroulx (née
Lalonde) passed away at the age
of 98 years. Beloved wife of the
late Olivier Jr. Legroulx. Loving
mother of Claude (late Bonnie),
late Real (late Beverly), Leo
(Aurella), late Gaston (late Sue),
Evelyne (George Marsh) and
Brian (Pierrette). Dear sister to
her late twin sister Beth, late

Jean-Paul Lalonde, late Rita Lauzon, late Audette Lalonde.
Cecile was proud of her 17 grandchildren, 16 great-grand-
children and 1 great-great-grandchild. Also survived by
many nieces and nephews. There will be no wake, a
Memorial Mass will be held in late June for family and
friends. She will be greatly missed by all. Funeral arrange-
ments under the care and direction of Munro & Morris
Funeral Homes Ltd., 46 Oak Street, Lancaster, ON (613-
347-3629).

Condolences may be made online at 
www.munromorris.com

Reserve now for weddings,
receptions, social and family
gatherings. Fully Licensed.

Air Conditioned

Call 613527-1185
Box 31, Apple Hill, ON 12-1c

The Bishop’s House 
Annual General

Meeting
Glengarry 

Fencibles Trust 
SATURDAY,

APRIL 4 at 2 pm
St. Raphael’s Hall

Alistair MacDonald and
Gabrielle Campbell, 

both from Alexandria,
have joined our board

12-1c

CANCELLED

In loving memory of 
KITTY

EWASCHUK
who passed away 

March 22, 2017
No one knows how much 

we miss you,
No one knows the bitter pain,

We have suffered, 
since we lost you,

Life has never been the same.
In our hearts your 
memory lingers,

Sweetly tender, fond and true,
There is not a day dear mother,

That we do not think of you.

– Sadly missed by The Ewaschuk Family
12-1p

MacMILLAN, Margaret (Pebby)
In loving memory of a dear
mother and grandmother,

who passed away March 30, 2008.
If memories bring us closer,

We’re never far apart;
We’ve many memories of you,

Tucked deep within our hearts.
Lovingly remembered by family,

Carlyle, Glenda,
John, Ariane and Kiara

Clara MacLEOD
March 27, 2019

We hold you close,
Within our hearts,
And there you will re-
main,
To walk with us,
Throughout our lives,
Until we meet again.
Miss you every day.

- Darrel, Cheryl &
Allan and families

12-1p

In loving memory of
Malcom LAFAVE
Dear husband, father, 

grandfather and 
great-grandfather who

passed away 
15 years ago 

on March 24, 2005
Silent memories keep you
near, 
As time unfolds another
year. 
Out of our lives you may
be gone, 
But in our hearts you still
live on.
- Dorothy & Family 12-1p

12-1p

SEEKING TO
ADOPT

a beautiful purry 
female cat, 2-3 years

old, short-haired, 
already spayed, 
dewormed with

shots. 
She will be treated

as a princess in 
loving home with

best vet care.
John: 613-525-2246

12-1c

Thank you to all who 
attended my recent 

99TH BIRTHDAY PARTY
in the hall of the 

Church on the Hill. 
I was pleased to receive

your cards and good
wishes and to enjoy your

company for the 
afternoon. 

Thank you to my family
for organizing the 

festivities.
Christena Sova

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE of Theresa MacDonald,
late of the Township of North Glengarry, in the Province of
Ontario, deceased.
TAKE NOTICE that all persons having claims against the
Estate of Theresa MacDonald, who died on or about the 24th

day of January, 2020, are hereby required to send full partic-
ulars of their claims to the undersigned Solicitors, on or be-
fore the 1st day of April, 2020, after which date, the Estate will
be distributed, having regard only to the claims of which no-
tice shall then have been received.
DATED at Alexandria, Ontario, this 3rd day of March, 2020

A. Pierre Aubry
P.O. Box 1000,

Alexandria, ON
K0C 1A0

Solicitor for the Estate Trustee

10-3c

LAWSON-McNEELY – We are heartbroken over the loss of our beautiful Jennifer and,
we know that everyone who knew and loved her, feels the same. We would like to
express our sincere thanks to all of you for your online condolences, visits, cards, flow-
ers and meals sent to our home.          
With much love,                                   
– The Lawson and McNeely families.   
                                                           12-1p

In Memoriam

McDONALD – In loving memory of a
dear mother Edna, who passed away
March 27, 2000.                          
Years have passed and gone,       
You can only have one mother,    
Patient, kind and true.                  
No other friend in all the world,   
Will be so true to you.                  
For all her loving kindness,          
She asks nothing in return,          
If all the world deserted me         
To my mother I could turn.           
To those who have a mother,       
Treasure her with care,                 
For you never know her value,      
‘Til you see her vacant chair.        
– Lovingly remembered by daughter
Karen.                                          12-1c

In loving memory of
Irene McDONALD

Dear mother, 
grandmother, great-

grandmother and great-
great-grandmother who

passed away 20 years
ago on March 26, 2000 

Sadly missed along life’s
way, 
Quietly remembered every
day, 
No longer in our life to share, 
But in our hearts, 
You’re always there 
Dorothy, Mary, Tena, Bill
& family 12-1p

Articles for Sale
 WOOD HEAT. Clean, safe and thermo-
statically controlled. Central Boiler
Outdoor Wood Furnace, 25-year war-
ranty, EPA approved. Corn and wood
pellet also available. Maiview Farm. Tel.
450-264-6937.                               3-tf

LOG-length firewood for sale, 16 feet.
Call Dan. Tel. 613-551-5945.         43-tf

Produce

Alexandria Branch
MacKINNON, Edna

At the Maxville Manor on
Friday, March 20, 2020. Edna
Isabel MacKinnon of Maxville
formerly of Ottawa; age 88
years. Dear sister of Alan
MacKinnon (Hélène) of
Alexandria and Susan Lajoie
(Ron) of Green Valley.
Predeceased by one brother Ian
MacKinnon (Yolande) and one
sister Nancy Macdonald (late
John B.). Dear daughter of the

late Hugh MacKinnon and the late Hilda MacDonald.
Edna is survived by many nieces and nephews. She
worked for the Federal Government in Ottawa at the
International Joint Commission for 41 years, before retiring
in 1993. Funeral arrangements under the care and direc-
tion of the Munro & Morris Funeral Homes Ltd., 114
Main St. South, Alexandria (613-525-2772). A private vis-
itation and prayer Service will take place in the future.
Spring interment will follow in the St. Finnan's Parish
Cemetery. As expressions of sympathy Memorial
Donations to the Maxville Manor Foundation or the char-
ity of your choice would be appreciated by the family. As
a Memorial to Edna a tree will be planted in a memory woods.
A tree grows-memories live. 

Condolences may be made online at 
www.munromorris.com

Alexandria Branch
MÉNARD, Liliane

Peacefully at the Glengarry
Memorial Hospital surrounded
by her family on Thursday,
March 12, 2020.  Liliane Ménard
(née Meilleur) of Chateau
Glengarry, Alexandria, formerly
of Green Valley; age 92 years.
Beloved wife of the late Maurice
Ménard.  Loving mother of
Marcel Ménard of Cornwall,
Carole Blais (Yvan) of Green
Valley, Johanne Campeau

(Gaëtan) of Navan, Luc Ménard (Michèle) of Green Valley,
and Lucie Jacques (Pierre) of Cornwall.  Cherished grand-
mother of Louise, Marc (Maryse Lefebvre), Stéphanie
(Nicholas), Véronique (Jérémie), Jessica (Shayne
Lucyshyn), Nicholas (Samantha), Martin and Mathieu.
Cherished great grandmother of Éric, Marie-France,
Janelle, Jérémie, William, Liliane, Xavier, Émilie, Simon,
Audrée and Charlee.  Cherished great-great-grandmother
of Isabelle.  Predeceased by her brother Jean-Guy Meilleur
(Denise of Montreal), her sisters Réjeanne Pellerin and
Yvette Bourbonnais, and by her parents Laurent and
Florida Meilleur (née Brazeau).  Visitation at the Munro &
Morris Funeral Homes Ltd., 114 Main St., South,
Alexandria (613-525-2772) followed by a Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated at Église Sainte-Marie-de-
l'Assomption, Green Valley at a later date.  Date and time
to be announced. As expressions of sympathy Memorial
Donations to the Canadian Cancer Society would be ap-
preciated by the family. As a Memorial to Liliane a tree will
be planted in a Memory Woods.

Condolences may be made online at 
www.munromorris.com

Maxville Branch
De HASS, Mark

At the  Ottawa Hospital
- Civic Campus on Friday, March
20, 2020. Mark Theodore de
Haas  of  Cornwall, formerly
Maxville and Finch; age 58 years.
Loving father of  Zachery de
Haas.  Dear  brother of  Joy Krol
(Joe) and the late Kim Bleeker
(Tim). Predeceased by his  par-
ents William and Mary de Haas
(Jacobs).  He will be deeply
missed by his nieces and

nephews, his good friend Marlene de Haas and her two
children Shawn and Melissa, and many other friends and
family in Canada and Holland. Funeral arrangements are
under the care and direction of the  Munro & Morris
Funeral Homes Ltd., 20 Main St. South, Maxville (613-
527-2898). A private visitation and prayer service will be
held in the future. As expressions of sympathy, Memorial
Donations  to Community Living Cornwall, 280 Ninth
Street West, Cornwall, Ontario K6J 3A6 (613-938-
9550) would be appreciated by the family. As a Memorial
to Mark, a tree will be planted in a memory woods.

Condolences may be made online at 
www.munromorris.com



Annulé
C’est avec chagrin que le

Comité de la Journée de la
femme Alexandria a annulé
l'événement du 29 mars, afin
d’assurer la sécurité et le bien-
être de tous. Pour ce qui est de
reporter cet événement, nous al-
lons pouvoir nous prononcer à ce
sujet lorsque la situation sera sta-
bilisée. Pour l’instant, on vous de-
mande de vérifier nos annonces
dans les prochaines semaines
afin d’être informé sur nos
prochaines décisions. 

Merci de votre compréhension
lors cette période difficile. Le
tirage d'une paire de billets d'Air
Canada aura lieu chez Shoppers
Drug Mart le 29 mars à 16h. Si
vous désirez acheter des billets, il
faut agir maintenant.
Téléphoner  613-525-0228  pour
vous procurer des billets.

Women's Day scheduled for
March 29 has been postponed
due  to COVID-19. We apologize
for any inconvenience. The Air
Canada draw will be held March
29 as indicated on the tickets. n

Hello, Dalkeith.
These are extraordinary times

in which we are living, giving us
a chance to rejig our “to do” lists
and personal priorities. All the lit-
tle jobs we've been putting off
until a rainy day can now jump
to the front of the line. I am so
excited to be given the OK to
paint all day long if I want, with-
out the interruption of daily off-
property duties. This lockdown
has allowed me to breathe and
recharge and to discover the little
things in my life that have been
over looked for so long. Like the
new growth on my plants, the
tarnish on my brass and silver,
the overflowing paperwork that
needs filing. 

I was recently helping my high
school girlfriend in Barrie recover
from shoulder surgery. She is
doing amazingly well. It was the
easiest drive through Toronto
that I have ever experienced. I al-
ways have a knot in my stomach
when I approach the outskirts of
Ajax until I make the Barrie 400
exit. Not this time and I could use
the cruise for most of the trip. 

I did see one car that was
stuffed to the back window with
toilet paper, our new currency of
late! Another positive factor is the
clean water in the Venice canals
and the return of the fish to
them. Please look at the positive
in these trying times and remem-
ber that if you ever thought of
donating to the food banks, now
would be the time. Everyone has
to care for everyone so we all
make it out on the other side in
one piece. 

On that note, the Dalkeith
Historical Society is cancelling its
2020 Fundraiser Barn Dance in
May. More information to follow. 

James Joyce wrote about a pea-
cock that had a fondness for the
open road and met the same fate
as our I Spy did last summer.
Wild and semi-wild animals do
not train well for road smarts and
we always know it will not end
well. And we always grieve their
untimely deaths. 

So my friends, we are truly all
in this together, doing our best to
stave the tide. God bless you all
and keep you safe from harm.
From Breadalbane with love
Maggie. n

A dog’s life
When the Williamstown Fair

comes around, how many of you
stop and watch the agility show? 

Do you have a dog and ever
thought, “What potential does
my faithful friend have?” I never
gave that much of a thought
until Anne Viau brought home
her Finnish laphound, Frost, five
years ago. 

Anne began agility classes with
Frost  at four months old. They
learn to walk with their trainer,
complete obstacles, run agility
courses, and at 18 months old,
young pups start to compete.
There are different levels to dog
competitions: the first 3 levels are
slaters, advance and masters.
From there, the Regionals are
reached and the challenges
change.

Now, when professional breed-
ers of purebred canines sell their
litter, it is with the stipulation
that the dogs be shown. And to
what purpose does that serve? 

In the dog world, each breed’s
standards are measured by
height, weight, head, etc.

It is the breeders’ mission to
keeps their dogs standard, natu-
ral and pure. The honours to the
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Apartments
ALEXANDRIA: 2,400 sq. ft., 2nd floor
apt (inside stairs), 2 parking spaces, 3
bedrooms, master has ensuite toilet,
sink. 2 living rooms, 1 bar room, huge
kitchen, large bathroom. Refrigerator,
stove, dishwasher, washer & dryer.
Natural gas and water included. Pay
own hydro. References needed. $1,100
monthly. Available May 1. 64 Lochiel St.
Tel. 613 363 2703.                      11-    2p

Real Estate

COMMERCIAL space for lease at 11 Mill
Square, Alexandria. Call Claude. Tel. 613-
525-2132.                                     13-tf

500 SQ FT of office space, $500 per
month plus store front 800-1,000 sq ft,
$800 per month. Hwy. 34 in Green
Valley. Tel 613-862-9862.           12-2p

Space for Lease

CURATOR 
for

THE GLENGARRY CELTIC MUSIC 
HALL OF FAME

in Williamstown, Ontario
Must be between 15-30 years of age

Position from mid-June through mid-August
Send resumés no later than May 4, 2020 to:

Glengarry Celtic Music Hall of Fame
PO Box 195, Williamstown, ON K0C 2J0

or
email: glengarryceltic@gmail.com 12-3c

Farm Machinery

Help Wanted

Auction / Notice

FOR SALE

• Kverneland BB115 5-furrow plow: $7,800
• Kverneland BB115 4-furrow plow: $6,500

• International #720  18" 4-furrow plow
(only plowed 100 acres), like new: $4,400

• White 4-furrow plow: $2,700

Please call Murray Blair at 
613-346-5568 Avonmore, Ontario

11-2c

COVID-19 UPDATE
Dear valued customers, 

Peter Ross Auction Services Limited is not cancelling
any of our 2020 calendar year auctions however we

will be postponing all auction activity of already
booked sales possibly including our annual spring
machinery consignment auction scheduled to take

place on April 25th until we can be 100% assured of
the safety of our dedicated staff and valued cus-

tomers. With that being said, we are still accepting
machinery into the yard at the present time as well as
listing on site auctions to ensure we are able to hit the

ground running when the proper time comes. 
In an effort to financially aid any new and existing

customers we are offering a 0% interest cash advance
on any machinery consigned and placed in our yard
for the upcoming machinery consignment auction as
well as a 0% interest cash advance on proceeds from

all on site auctions listed. 
Please contact us directly with any questions, 

concerns, or consignment inquiries by phone at 
613-537-8862 or by email at info@peterrossauction.ca. 

We are looking forward to reuniting with our 
customers and conducting business as usual when
everyone’s health and safety is no longer a concern. 

Yours truly, 
The family and staff of Peter Ross 

Auction Services Limited. 

Ingleside, ON         Tel. 613-537-8862

12-1c

The Glengarry News
REQUIRES IMMEDIATELY A 

PART-TIME
MAIL ROOM WORKER

This job involves three to four hours of work every Tuesday
night. 
Call 613-525-2020 or e-mail publisher@glengarrynews.ca

References required.

We thank all applicants and advise that only applicants
selected for an interview will be contacted.

ALEXANDRIA
NICOLE
BOURBONNAIS
613-525-2876

claudenicole@eastlink.ca

DALKEITH

MAGGIE DEAN
613-874-9994

deantillett@hawkigs.net

winning dog include ribbons and
accolades in magazines. They also
promote the credibility of a
breeder. Anne found herself a
school to help her prepare for
these type of competitions:
Noreena Seer Dog Ranch.  

Anne and Frost worked together

on show walking, standing for ex-
amination during judging and en-
sured perfection with each little
detail. Frost has gained the title of
Grand Champion, champion and
has placed in the top four since
Anne has had much success with
Frost. She went back to the same
breeder and brought home Frost’s
sister Eska, last July.  This past
winter breeder Manon Brisebois of
Cumberland organized a reunion
for all of her litters. Some 31 peo-
ple and 26 dogs spent the week-
end in Little Red Stone Lake, for
some fun and downtime.

One participant hailed from the
States with her dog and dog sleds
in tow. Throughout the weekend
the handlers and dogs teamed up
spent time kick-sledding around
the lake, and navigating different
challenges. 

Frost is not just a show and
agility dog but, he is also an avid
runner. He and his running part-
ner Mary cover many kilometers
together and Eska is not far be-
hind in training. So, if you ever
say the term, “It’s a dog’s life,”
with the vision of a dog just lying
in complete comfort relaxing, just
think about whose dog you are
thinking about. n

Good news on the wing
Terry has insisted that I start off

this week’s column with upbeat
news. That’s a bit like asking a
leopard to change its spots, but I’ll
give it a try.

In bird related news, our house-
hold had a flock of 14 robins hop-
ping around on the front lawn this
morning doing their strange “cat
on a hot tin roof” dance.
Songbirds, too, are returning in
droves to the feeders outside our
kitchen’s bay window. Friday past,
we were graced with five cedar
waxwings. What an elegant bird

they are. Nothing flashy. Just
streamlined grace and under-
stated beauty.  

And speaking of the subtly good
looking, our resident female cardi-
nal has finally learned to take to
the air and dine while perched on
our tube feeder, rather than set-

tling for scraps on the ground. In
all the years we’ve been shovelling
seed-shaped money down the
gullets of our fine-feathered
friends, this is the first time we’ve
ever had a cardinal (regardless of
its gender) actually use a feeder.
Yet just about every one we sold
in the bird shop we once owned
had a picture on the box of a
plump male cardinal perched on
the feeder. In real life, not so
much.

Nevertheless, in the wasteland
of a January afternoon — when all
one can hear is the occasional
crow and the thin howl of the
north wind – I always long for the
return of the euphony of the song-
birds’ mating calls. It’s music to
my ears. The above may sound
like pretty thin gruel when it
comes to good news, and you’re
right. But these are strange times,
and getting stranger with each
passing moment. 

Verboten: playground use 
With so many spending March

Break at home this year, families
with young children are making
higher than normal use of play-
ground areas around North
Glengarry, including the one in
Dunvegan. Given the new nor-
mal, this could increase the risk of
COVID-19 exposure for children
and their parents. The Dunvegan
Recreation Association has been
informed the Township will be
posting signage on playground
equipment advising users that it is
not sanitized and reminding them
of the Eastern Ontario Health Unit
safety advisories. So, while the
Clark-MacIntosh Park in
Dunvegan is not officially off lim-
its, users are cautioned they do so
at their own risk.

Museum Potluck 
bites the dust

If you’ve been wondering when,
or even if, the Glengarry Pioneer
Museum’s potluck and annual
general meeting will be held, it
won’t. I asked curator Jennifer
Black about the rest of the mu-
seum’s season and she replied,
“We have not pulled the trigger to

formally cancel any events, other
than the AGM, so far.” However,
she strongly suggests that you
check the museum’s website for
updates and possible cancellations
before attending an event. Jennifer
also admitted that they are antici-
pating pulling the plug on the
events planned for June, and pos-
sibly the Textile Weekend too. But
this is not official yet. In the mean-
time, I will be working on a spring
edition of the museum’s Timelines
newsletter. I’m told it will include
an article on the history of
Glengarry cheese factories, a re-
port on a doll conservation proj-
ect, a contribution from John
Downing and much more. It’s
something to look forward to and
I‘ll tell you how you can obtain a
copy when it’s ready for release.

Social claustrophobia
Terry and I are professional

homebodies. Even with the recent
social distancing strictures, noth-
ing really substantive has changed
in our lives. We rarely went out,
even before “they” closed the
world around us. But as my wife
remarked, and I concur, it some-
how feels different knowing that
you are not allowed to enjoy a
restaurant meal or see a film in a
theatre, even if you have no inten-
tion of doing so. It’s socially claus-
trophobic, if you will.

As we ‘boomers’ stand on the
precipice of experiencing, first-
hand, the blackness of the 1930s
that so affected our parents, it’s
the speed with which our society

hit the wall that’s so truly shock-
ing. 

While the feds attempt to pour
oil on the roiling waters with talk
of an $82 billion aid package, we
should remember that 55 of these
billions are earmarked to help
business liquidity through tax de-
ferrals.

That leaves $27,000,000,000 in di-
rect supports. Sounds impressive,
until you divide this sum by the
approximately 37 million
Canadians who live here, or are
making their way home. This
works out to only about $730 per
person, or less than one month’s
average rent.

Perhaps if successive Federal
and Provincial government
wastrels had stayed the course set
in 1994 by then Finance Minister
Paul Martin, we’d be much better
prepared to weather this storm.
However, to end this column in
the positive spirit with which I
started, here’s good news for
Greta fans. 

There’s little doubt we’ll be able
to meet our Paris Agreement com-
mitments on carbon dioxide emis-
sions given that our economy is
rapidly shrivelling to a blackened
crisp. n

Draw winner
Gilles Séguin won the 50/50

Maxville and District Lions Club
draw last week winning $100. 

Cheer HCWs
Time to cheer all health care

workers.  I have taken the follow-
ing information from the
Registered Nurses Association of
Ontario: Take part in the
#TogetherWeCanDoIt campaign
and make lots of noise to
#cheer4healthworkers. You can
participate from your porch to
keep a social distance. Please take
a few minutes every day at 7:30

p.m., continuing every evening
until we defeat COVID-19! Join in
whichever way you can – our col-
lective energy can cheer the mil-
lions of health providers, social
service and other essential front-
line workers in Ontario, Canada,
and around the world tackling
COVID-19. At 7:30 p.m. each
evening, step out onto your porch,
balcony or open a window and
make some noise in honour of the
heroes working on our behalf. You
can bang some pots and pans, you
can sing a song, you can applaud,
ring your bike’s bell, and yes – you
can honk. 

WHO and Global Citizen
launched #TogetherAtHome, a
virtual, no-contact concert series to
promote physical distancing and
action for global health. Chris
Martin, lead singer of Coldplay,
kicked it off earlier this week with
a performance from his home.
More solidarity sessions are
planned to promote health, show
support for people who are stay-
ing at home to protect themselves
and others from COVID-19, and
encourage donations to the
COVID-19 Solidarity Response
Fund.

As COVID-19 cases continue to
increase, many countries are re-
questing individuals to stay at
home in self-quarantine.

Stay safe. Stay home.  Phone a
friend.  Shop responsibly to ensure
enough supplies for everyone.

Quote of the Week
“When things get really bad, just

raise your glass and stamp your
feet and do a little jig.  That’s
about all you can do.” -- Leonard
Cohen n

Condolences to Keith McMillan
and family (Conc. 3) on the pass-
ing of his wife Diane on Monday,
March 16.

With most events cancelled, the
K of C breakfast at St. Anthony’s
which was scheduled for March 29
will hopefully take place on April
26.

Celebrating April birthdays:
April 3, Louise Shott, Beverly
Theoret, Gilles Burelle; April 11,
Eric McKinnon; April 17, Lise
Leblanc.

“No act of kindness, no matter
how small, is ever wasted.” -
Aesop.n

Closed but 
there is help available

Almost all activity is cancelled lo-
cally because of the virus situation.
Soap and water are still the worst
enemies of the virus so wash
hands often, stay clear of groups
and just stay home as much as
possible. Anyone who is shut in
and needs food, a trip to the phar-
macy or similar service call me and
we can arrange something to get
you what you need. Call Bob May
613-209-5424 or cell  514-944-9200,
maysdesign44@gmail.com

Birthday wishes go out to
Juliette Robertson and Rita
Chartrand. All the best, ladies. n

The good
For all parade enthusiasts. This

year’s parade is scheduled for
Saturday, December 12.
Organizers are putting details to-
gether to make the 2020 Christmas
parade another safe, fun, family-
centred event. More details will
follow in the months ahead, but
for now, save the date.

The bad
Tonight’s book signing with Mr.

Haddow has been postponed, the
Raisin River Canoe Race has been
cancelled, all non-essential services
will be closed as of last night.

The ugly
This situation is going to get

worse before it gets better.
Remember the lessons of your
grandparents: wash your hands
and remember your humanity. Be
careful but don’t panic. n

LANCASTER

SHERRY 
THOMPSON
613-360-1946

shelynn@outlook.com

CHAMPS:  Anne Viau and Frost. SUBMITTED PHOTO

DUNVEGAN

JAMES JOYCE
613-527-3413

james@tam-creek.ca

MAXVILLE
JOHANNE
WENSINK
613-577-2735

bjohwen@gmail.com

GREENFIELD

MARY
COUTURE
613-527-2421

WILLIAMSTOWN

LACHLAN 
MCDONALD

lachlan@keepcalm.ca

GAS PRICE PLUNGE: Gas prices kept dropping to low levels last week. Since this photo was taken
Monday, prices have decreased to about 73 cents per litre for regular gas at most gas stations in the
area. RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTO

GLEN 
ROBERTSON
BOB MAY
613-209-5424

maysdesign44@gmail.com

MAURICE
SAUVE

Broker of Record OFFICE: 54 Main St. S., Alexandria 613-525-2940 Cell     613-360-0015
SAUVE Real Estate LTD. Brokerage

TO VIEW ALL OF MY LISTINGS SEE: www.sauverealestate.ca

GREEN VALLEY- Older 2-
storey 3 bedroom home in
good condition. Natural gas &
recent high efficancy furnace.
Municipal sewers, drilled
well. Detached garage & 2
sheds. Lot of 156x215 $122,800 

DALHOUSIE MILLS- Hobby
farm, 15.9 acres in private sce-
nic area. Century home with
renovations done. On South
side Delisle River. About 10
acres of fertile, organic work-
able land. Great place to enjoy
nature. 
$372,000.

ALEXANDRIA: Scenic 110
acre hobby farm close to
Alexandria. Two storey cen-
tury home nicely renovated &
one storey addition in 1995.
Old Barn, shop & granary.
Small stream close to home.
Some wildlife  $428,000. 

ALEXANDRIA - Kenyon Dam Road - on Middle Lake,
1,490 sq. ft. bungalow  in a quiet surrounding. Modern
kitchen, beautiful hardwood floors. 3 bedrooms & 2 bath-
rooms. Big Rec room, many mature trees. MLS 1169299
NEW PRICE $348,800.

GLEN ROBERTSON 2 storey
home, 4 bedrooms, red brick
fireplace in living room, big
country kitchen, freshly
painted interior. Big lot 164’ x
108’. Natural gas, drilled well.
3 compartment shop, garage
& attic. $174,800.

CALL MAURICE –
Always working hard for my customers

ALEXANDRIA- 1100 SQ.FT. -
Bungalow on Hwy 34 North of
Alexandria. Surrounded by
cedar forest. Roof 4 years old,
vinyl exterior, carport, storage
sheds. Home needs some re-
freshing. $159,900 
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Chimney Sweep Chimney Sweep

Chimney Sweep

Accounting/Bookkeeping

HHAAWWKKEESSBBUURRYY
CCHHIIMMNNEEYY

SSWWEEEEPPSS  IINNCC..
Professional cleaning, 
repairs, inspection and 

consulting services
WETT Certified Sweep

WETT CertifiedTechnician
Call Edward McDonald

613-525-4022

Heating and Cooling

Bottom To Top

Renovations

Large and Small Jobs
Call for a free quote.

GLENN MACDONALD
613-527-3328

and everything
in between

Construction

Septic PumpingFoundation Repair

Windows and Doors

Lawn Care

Real Estate

Real Estate

Custom Jewellery

SALES - INSTALLATION - SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

FOR ALL YOUR WINDOW,
DOOR AND SIDING NEEDS

Alexandria, ON
cmwindowsanddoors@gmail.com

WWIINNDDOOWWSS  
DDOOOORRSS  &&
SSIIDDIINNGG

613-347-1805
Cell: 613-930-1902

APIS

CARP
Complete Home Decorating Specialists

360 Main St. S
Alexandria, ON
K0C 1A0

Tel. 613-525-2836
Fax 613-525-2916

info@tapisrichardranger.ca
www.tapisrichardranger.ca

TAPIS

CARPET

STEVE CLARK Inc.

YEAR-ROUND SERVICE / SERVICE À L’ANNÉE

Steve Clark 613 525-0893

Sales, Service,
Repairs and
Installations

- Wett Certified - 

PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP
RAMONEUR PROFESSIONNEL

Green Valley

613-525-3759    1-888-678-8810

• Mini Excavator
• Real Estate Inspections
• System Design
• Repair & Inspection

Since 1990

GOULET
Septic Pumping & Design

BDO Canada LLP
Chartered accountants and 
consultants

Want to rely on professionals who keep up
with all the income tax issues?
You can definitely rely on the BDO experts!

Alexandria 613-525-1585
Cornwall 613-932-8691
Embrun 613-443-5201
Ottawa 613-739-8221
Rockland 613-446-6497
Hawkesbury 613-632-4498

You can definitely rely on the BDO experts!

Complete Interior &
Exterior Renovations

Roofs, Siding, 
Windows and Doors

FRANKLIN
Home Building
Renovation
Contracting

Mallory Franklin, North Lancaster

613-551-3169
Windows and DoorsExcavation 

GLENGARRY EXCAVATION
& TRUCKING INC.

613-551-9652 Randy Lavigueur

• BACKHOE • BULLDOZER • EXCAVATOR
• TRUCKING • SAND • STONE

• GRAVEL • SCREENED TOPSOIL
• LICENSED SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLER
• STONE FENCE CLEARING
• SNOW REMOVAL

Carpets, Flooring, Home Decor

Sales Representative

cell: 613-551-0057

lylewarden.ca

lyle@remaxmarquis.ca

SALES AND SERVICE LTD.
Andre’s Furnace

Moose Creek, ON
613-538-2460 •  Andre: 613-551-5130

Ian: 613-551-5524

andfur@ontarioeast.net
www.andresfurnace.com
Ask about financing on oac

• Propane and Natural Gas Furnaces
• Outdoor Wood Furnaces
• Gas Fireplaces
• Air Conditioners
• Duct Cleaning

Now
accepting

WINDOWS & DOORS

PORTES ET FENÊTRES

Yves
Gauthier

Tim
Charron

NEW LOCATION
3909 Cty Rd 45, Alexandria

(1/2 km west from the 
OPP Station)

613-525-4947
www.glengarrywindows.com

YOU could have your 
business here! 

Starting at only 
$27.69/week

An Ad This Size
Can Be Yours
for 13 Weeks

Starting at only
$27.69 per week

The Glengarry News
613-525-2020 

production@glengarrynews.ca

YOUR AD
HERE

Business and Professional Directory

Call us at 
613-525-2020

or email:
production@

glengarrynews.ca

Neil the Painter

Neil McGregor

450-269-3349

Interior
Painting, Drywall

Joints, Renovations

Painting

Interior - Exterior
Masonry Repairs

ATKINSON
FIREPLACE

613-938-3999

W.E.T.T. INSPECTIONS
Pellet Stove Repairs
and Service
Pellet Stoves

After hours service calls
and parts available

Wood
Energy
Technical
Training

brian@atkinsonweb.ca

Routine maintenance helps to maintain the value of your jewellery!

20346 Cannon St., South Lancaster 
613-347-1400

- Cleaning & Polishing
- Pearl Restringing
- Clasp/Stone/Shank Replacement
- Watch Repair & Batteries
- General Repairs

- Custom Design
- Ring Sizing
- Prong Repair
- Stone Setting
- Rhodium Plating

ASK FOR A FREE 

INSPECTION

TODAY!

Bonville Garden
514-944-7875
Garden, yard, 
lawn prep,
stump 
grinding,
natural
fertilizers

FOUNDATION
REPAIR

- Septic Repair
-Pool Demo

FREE 
ESTIMATES
OVER 20 YRS 

Experince 
613-363-5062

brunetexcavation
@gmail.com
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120 YEARS AGO
Friday, March 23, 1900

• Robert R. Sangster of
Lancaster has been appointed
Licence Commissioner by the
Ontario government succeed-
ing James Dingwall, resigned.
Other members of the Board
are: Alex McNeil and Peter
McDonald.
• A teller’s cage has been

placed in the Union Bank here
this week.
• The Glen Norman

Commercial Factory is, we un-
derstand, building an addition
because of an expected increase
in the amount of milk this sea-
son.
• Dan Murray has opened a

new store in the west end,
Dunvegan.
• P.A. Stewart, Breadalbane,

who for many years has been
chief sessional writer at Ottawa,
has been confirmed to his home
with a severe attack of illness.
• Jos. Daniel of No. 3

Company 59th Batt.,
Greenfield, has been accepted
as a private in the Royal
Canadian Regiment, which will
do garrison duty at Halifax.

110 YEARS AGO
Friday, March 25, 1910

• There was a large represen-
tative gathering of citizens in
the Town Hall on Friday
evening, assembled to honour
W.J. Dawson, ex-manager of
the Union Bank, on his ap-
proaching departure for
Toronto. The presentation of a
cabinet of silver was made.
• D.A. McMaster of Laggan left

here for Elkhorn, Manitoba on
Tuesday, having that day
shipped sixteen horses. The same
day John A. McLeod of Lochiel
shipped a carload of settlers’ ef-
fects to Rosetown, Saskatchewan.
From Maxville, Mrs. P.D. Sinclair
and daughter left Wednesday for
Sedgewick, Alberta to join her
husband, while Mrs. M.C. Rowe
left for Caron, Sask.
• Sandy P. Kennedy, after

spending several months in
Cobalt, returned home on
Friday.

• J. McGillivray, the genial
proprietor of the McRae Hotel,
Lancaster, sold out his stock
and furniture to J. Finlan of
Greenfield who took possession
on Tuesday.
• Dr. Robert Wightman, who

spent the past 12 months in one
of the leading hospitals of
London, England, returned to
Lancaster Saturday last.

100 YEARS AGO
Friday, March 26, 1920

• Congratulations are in order
to S.A. Gormley of Ottawa on
his recent appointment as
District Manager for the United
Counties for the Capital Life
Insurance Co., with headquar-
ters in Cornwall.
• Mrs. W. Ritchie this week

received from the Adjutant
General, Militia Headquarters,
Ottawa, the 1914-15 Mons Star
awarded to her son Pte. K.A.
Ritchie, CDM, now engaged in
lumbering in British Columbia.
• A landmark which repre-

sents part of the early history of
Alexandria, the residence of the
late Donald Chisholm, Main
and Gernish Streets, is now
being dismantled.
• At the Presbyterian Manse

here on Tuesday afternoon the
marriage was solemnized, Rev.
D. Stewart officiating, of Alex
McDonald of North Lancaster
and Miss Libbie Calder, daugh-
ter of the late Alex Calder, also
of North Lancaster.

90 YEARS AGO
Friday, March 28, 1930

• Two Glengarrians, Miss
Maude MacGregor, daughter of
W.J. MacGregor, Alexandria
and Miss Anna MacLeod of
Maxville, received their diplo-
mas at the exercises of the grad-
uating class of the Royal
Victoria Hospital Training
School for Nurses, Montreal, on
Tuesday.
• Norman Duggan left

Wednesday for Brockville at
which point he has been ap-
pointed to the staff of the
Dominion stores.
• D.D. McRae left yesterday

to spend some days in Toronto
in the interests of the Wood
Specialties Limited.

80 YEARS AGO
Friday, March 22, 1940

• Maxville Millionaires,
Citizen Shield intermediate

champs for the third straight
year, may head for the
Maritimes in further Eastern
Canada playdowns.
Millionaires won the shield by
virtue of 11-3 and 6-4 victories
over Kemptville Royals.
Members of the team are:
Dupuis, Gamble, L’Heureux,
Jamieson, Coleman, B.
Villeneuve, Munro, Hamilton,
Pilon, MacCallum and Lalonde.
• Ronnie McDonell, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Archie J.
McDonell of Apple Hill, had
three fingers amputated in hos-
pital as a result of a severe cut.
Stanley Vogan of Dalkeith had

two fingers severely lacerated
while sawing lumber.

70 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 24,

1950
• Loss estimated at $15,000

was suffered by a young
McCrimmon farmer, Dougald
A. MacGillivray, Sunday
evening when his barn burned.
The loss included 15 registered
purebred Holstein cattle, a team
of horses, hay, grain and ma-
chinery.
• Cameron Cumming of

Maxville, who is attending
Toronto University, was re-
cently awarded a bursary and a

$600 scholarship for first place
in her class at the Kingston
Music Festival.

60 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 24,

1960
• Ian Andrew Macdonell, 10,

of Williamstown, met death at
noon today when he fell under
the wheel of a loaded hay
wagon. He was a son of Mr.
and Mrs. John Angus
Macdonell.
• Michel Lalonde of Glen

Robertson, survived Saturday’s
regional tests in the Concours
de Francais. He now goes to
Ottawa in mid-April for the

next round.
• Lt.-Col. W.J. Franklin, MC,

was honoured on his retire-
ment as Sergeant-at-Arms of
the House of Commons at a
luncheon given by Mr. Speaker
Michener.
• Meeting at the call of the

newly reorganized Board of
Trade, merchants decided that
all stores in town will remain
open until 10 p.m. on Fridays. 

50 YEARS AGO
Thursday, March 26,

1970
• Euclid Forgues, a graduate

of Alexandria High School has
recently been appointed to the

post of Director of Education
for the Board of Education at
Hearst, Ontario.
• Laurent Major will head the

new Glengarry Memorial
Hospital board as chairman.
Alex McDonald is vice-chair-
man. Mrs. Enid MacDonald,
secretary, and Bruno Massie is
the new treasurer.
• Greenfield loses its post of-

fice next week when the April
1st changeover sees village and
routes being served on a new
Rural Route 5 Alexandria.
Harvey Phillips of Greenfield
will serve the new routes. 
• The new Diocesan Pastoral

Council of the Diocese of
Alexandria convened by His
Excellency Monsignor Aldophe
Proulx, Bishop of Alexandria,
consists of 24 elected and se-
lected representatives of the
clergy, laity and religious and
includes men, women and
youths. Its purpose is to assist
the Bishop in the elaboration of
plans and decisions for pastoral
action in the diocese.

40 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, March 26,

1980
• Plans are in the offing for

the creation of an in-patient
treatment centre for alcoholics

in the old vacant Iona Academy
building, St. Raphael’s.
• Judge Reginald Levesque of

Timmins has received his first
appointment serving the
Alexandria, Hawkesbury,
Rockland and L’Orignal courts.
Judge Levesque will replace
Judge L.P. Cecile who retired
January 14.

30 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, March 28,

1990
• The GDHS Drama Club

cleaned up the awards at the
SD&G School Board Drama
Festival at Tagwi High School
with their first major produc-

tion. Performing Waiting for
Godot by Samuel Beckett, the
troupe was honoured with
Outstanding Production and
actor Jason Kirkey was awarded
Best Actor.
• Allison Pasco, a graduate of

Char-Lan District High School,
won the St. Joseph’s School of
Nursing (HDH) Alumnae
Award. The award was pre-
sented to Allison during convo-
cation exercises at St. Lawrence
College, Cornwall and was in
recognition of her proficiency
in medical theory and practice.
Allison is the daughter of
George and Audrey Pasco of

Williamstown. 
• The councillors have added

their voices to those opposing
the recent OMAF terminations
of 14 agricultural engineer po-
sitions, including that held by
Glen Slater in Glengarry,
Prescott and Russell counties.
They passed a motion to sup-
port a township of Roxborough
resolution that condemns the
cuts. Copies will be sent to
Roxborough as well as MPP
John Cleary, who is the parlia-
mentary assistant to the
Minister of Agriculture and
Food.
• Jennifer Oetelaar from

Perpetuel Secours won a certifi-
cate under Respect for Others.
One hundred and fifty certifi-
cates were awarded to children
in four schools: Alexander, St.
Joseph, Elda Rouleau and
Perpetuel Secours. Denise Frei
won a $25 gift certificate and
award from the Alexandria
Optimist Club.

20 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, March 22,

2000
• Residents of Alexandria will

see a sharp drop in the amount
they have to fork out for police
services in 2000. The United
Counties of SD&G Police
Services Board announced offi-
cially Monday that effective
April 3, policing in the town
will be provided by the Ontario
Provincial Police on a contract
basis.
• There was a small crack in

the apparent stonewalling of
subscriber complaints by the
major cellular phone companies
this week, when Rogers AT&T
added analog capability to its
Lancaster tower. 

Those subscribers in the
Lancaster area using the older
analog cellphones should see a
marked improvement in the
service, but he warned most
calls from the Lancaster area to
Alexandria, digital or analog,
will still result in long-distance
charges.
• Top quality hay is selling for

about $2.50 a bale right now.
• Jean Major of Wilfrid Major

Ltd.,  one of Lancaster’s oldest
businesses, will soon be open-
ing a state-of-the-art fully com-
puterized feed-batching plant.

10 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, March 24,

2010
• The Dalkeith History Club

has made the fate of a building
owned by the Alexandria-
Cornwall Catholic Diocese a
public affair. About 15 village
residents, armed with a peti-
tion containing 190 signatures,
asked council Monday night to
take steps to safeguard St.
Paul’s Chapel.
• Alexandria resident Aline

Ménard and her son, Bernie,
went to Loto-Québec head-
quarters in Montreal recently
after picking up the $100,000
prize Mrs. Ménard won by
matching all six numbers on
her ticket with those chosen
during the March 3 La Poule aux
Oeufs d’Or televised draw. She
is splitting her winnings 50/50
with her son, who purchased
the ticket in Gatineau in early
March.  
• The competing “golf chefs”

at the Glengarry Golf and
Country Club’s spaghetti
cookoff were Pierre Miron of
Green Valley, and Jim Gillissie
and Jacques Lajoie, both of
Alexandria. The course’s presi-
dent, Mr. Lajoie, won first
place. The evening raised
nearly $1,700. The money will
go towards some improve-
ments plus preparations for the
golf course’s 50th anniversary
in 2011. 

AULD
LANG
SYNE

OLD-FASHIONED WAY:  Years ago, making maple syrup was a lot more labour intensive than it is today. This vintage photo shows
an open-air boil in Dalkeith. 
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Across
1 Word on a Halloween bag
4 Horse handlers

11 Helen Reddy's "___ Woman"
14 Letter carrier: Abbr.
15 In utter confusion
16 B.C. classical music grp.
17 Aberdeen affirmative
18 Lazy layabout with a T.V. 

remote
20 Craggy peaks
22 Whence T.V.'s Mork
23 French door sections
24 Roman ruler after Julius
28 Like May through August, 

letterwise
29 Certain cell phones
30 "Fingers crossed!"
32 ___ Paulo, Brazil
33 Cat caller's stare
37 Things that require very little 

effort to get
41 Hawaiian region, or its coffee
42 Sundown, to a sonneteer
43 Related on Mom's side
44 Course average
45 Fast finisher?
47 Outdoor bar at Oktoberfest
53 "Our Father who ___ heaven..."
54 It's in the range?: Abbr.
55 He might leave a big footprint on 

Everest
56 Mexican seed that "leaps"
60 Singer Hill or Mangan
61 King forerunner?
62 Ensure all needs are met
63 Big T size: Abbr.
64 Stag invitees
65 Less populated
66 "You rang?"

Down
1 ___ path to one's door
2 Heart hit "Crazy ___"
3 Needing to be weeded, say
4 Line of work: Abbr.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66
34 In a protective, cautious way
35 Feeling no pain, so to speak
36 When "les élèves" are "en 

vacances"
38 Close to
39 Spice Girl Ginger's real name
40 Greek cheese
44 Becomes hysterical
45 Comes onto the scene
46 Related on Dad's side
47 Burnt, in French cuisine
48 Hindu soul
49 Limo rider, often
50 Abduction alert colour
51 Building floor: Fr.
52 Numbers to dress to, with "the"?
53 In ___ (up the creek)
57 Daycare down time
58 Ontario's cap. city and region
59 Neither's other

5 "He ___, he scores!" (classic 
Foster Hewitt line)

6 Shakespeare, astrologically
7 Closes a deadbolt
8 Biblical suffix with "go" and "do"
9 Something to patch over

10 Susses (out)
11 She gave "The Donald" his 

nickname
12 Flower whose name means 

"star"
13 Stock replies?
19 Classroom helpers, for short
21 Antibiotic drug
25 "Don't worry, I didn't ___ thing"
26 Kiltie's kinfolk
27 Visibly awestruck
30 Kind or sort
31 ___-ha (commotion)
32 I.D. on a T-4 slip
33 Curmudgeonly

Salad Days

E
1

T
2

C
3

M
4

A
5

G
6

M
7

A
8

S
9

F
10

R
11

E
12

D
13

P
14

E R A
15

R R I V E R
16

A V E

S
17

T U A
18

D I M E A D
19

O Z E N

O
20

R C A
21

E
22

E E S
23

I Z Z L E

M
24

A I D E
25

N V O Y
26

A G E

F
27

E N C E I
28

L S B
29

O
30

A
31

G
32

U
33

I L T Y O
34

P T L
35

A D S

M
36

I X E D S
37

U E M
38

E D I A

C
39

E E S H
40

U T R
41

I G G E D

S
42

S S P
43

A P O
44

I L E R

M
45

A D E I
46

N C A N A D
47

A
48

U
49

N
50

C
51

O L A S
52

H A D
53

M A J

D
54

A M I E N T
55

H O R N
56

M
57

I O

A
58

N D S I
59

S O L D E A
60

S K

Y
61

U R T P
62

E T D O G R
63

Y E

NATURE’S MANY MOODS:  Wacky weather is always in the forecast as this time of year. March has been both a lion and a lamb,
giving conditions that have waterways thawing one day, freezing the next.  Just for variety, cold nights dust the landscape with frost,
which will give way eventually to another covering of snow.  RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTOS
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Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) may modify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, in whole or in part, at any time, without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See Dealer for full program details. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Factory order may be required. Chargeable paint costs 
may vary depending on the vehicle/colour. These offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. ̂  Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between March 3, 2020 to March 31, 2020. Lease based on suggested retail price of $46,404, towards the lease of an eligible 
2020 Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Black Edition. Bi-weekly payment is $158 for 24 months at 1.9% lease rate (1.9% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $79 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess 

delivered between March 3, 2020 to March 31, 2020. Total value includes $10,000 (tax exclusive; includes $2,000 cash delivery allowance, $6,500 non-stackable cash credits, $500 option package discount and $1,000 RST bonus); applies to cash purchases of new 2020 Sierra Elevation models at participating dealers in Canada. By selecting lease or finance offers, consumers are foregoing this $10,000 credit which 

GM Financial. The $96 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $0 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $19,847. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and 
applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $15,430. € Safety or driver assistance features are no substitute for the driver’s responsibilities to operate the vehicle in a safe manner. The drive should remain attentive to traffic, surrounds and road conditions at all times. Visibility, weather, and road conditions may 
affect feature performance. Read the vehicle Owner’s Manual for more important feature limitations and information. * To qualify for the Costco Member Pricing, you must be a Canadian resident holding a valid driver’s license, have been a Costco member since January 2, 2020, or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to a 
participating dealer; (3) Retail purchase, finance or lease an eligible new or demonstrator in-stock 2020 GMC: Terrain, Acadia delivered from January 3, 2020, to March 31, 2020. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Shop Card by email, submit a redemption form to Costco within thirty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. Please allow three weeks for Costco Shop Card delivery, 
pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form submission, purchase verification and survey completion. Costco Shop Cards will be emailed to the email address provided to Costco at the time of registration. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% Reward. Offer may not be redeemed for cash. Conditions and limitations 
apply to this limited time offer. For full program details and for any applicable exclusions see a participating dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Shop Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and search “Shop Card”. Tax, title, registration and license fees, personal property registration fees, and additional products and services are not included in the Costco Member Pricing. Offer is valid at participating authorized 

FIND YOURS TODAY AT GMCOFFERS.CA

COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/ 
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE ON 2020 MODELS×

5-YEAR / 100,000 KM POWERTRAIN 
COMPONENT WARRANTY COVERAGE 
ON 2020 MODELS

GMC PRO GRADE 
PROTECTION:

AVAILABLE BUILT-IN 4G LTE
WI-FI® HOTSPOT
(DATA PLAN REQUIRED)

SIERRA BLACK MODEL SHOWN 
WITH OPTIONAL FEATURES

– 20" BLACK GLOSS WHEELS 
– TRAILERING PACKAGE
– HEAVY DUTY LOCKING REAR DIFFERENTIAL

2020 SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB ELEVATION

$10,000
UP TO

TOTAL VALUE + 500
COSTCO SHOP CARD*

+ ELIGIBLE COSTCO
MEMBERS RECEIVE

COSTCO
MEMBER
PRICING

LEASE FOR $192 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

$96 1%
AT WITH

WEEKLY FOR 48 MONTHS

$0
DOWN PAYMENT

2020 TERRAIN SLE FWD ELEVATION

– STANDARD 20” BLACK GLOSS WHEELS
–  UP LEVEL INTERIOR WITH HEATED 

STEERING WHEEL AND FRONT SEATS

–   HEATED FRONT SEATS AND REMOTE  START 
–   STANDARD GMC PRO SAFETY 

TECHNOLOGIES LIKE: 
- AUTOMATIC EMERGENCY BRAKING
- FOLLOWING DISTANCE INDICATOR
-  LANE KEEP ASSIST WITH LANE 

DEPARTURE WARNING€
–  STANDARD REMOTE START      –  TRAILERING PACKAGE    
–  STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™ & ANDROID AUTO CONNECTIVITYPLUS –  TRACTION SELECT SYSTEM      –  INTELLIBEAM HEADLAMPS    

–  STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™ & ANDROID AUTO CONNECTIVITYPLUS

2020 SIERRA 1500CREW CAB
BLACK EDITION

$79 1.9%
AT

LEASE FOR $158 
BI-WEEKLY,
THAT’S LIKE FOR 24 MONTHS

WITH $2,900 
DOWN PAYMENT^

WEEKLY

MORNING MIST: This photo from Debbie Zoeller of Glen Nevis shows a morning mist last week.
Rapidly changing temperatures made for dreamlike conditions.

SPRING HAS SPRUNG SLOWLY: Kathy Hebb’s photos of pussy willows and snow geese were obviously taken before a dusting of snow arrived Monday.
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