VISIT

OUR CPO
SELECTION OF VEHICLES
ON ROYSGM.CA

TEMPORARY
BUSINESS HOURS:

SALES: by phone or email only
SERVICE/PARTS/BODY SHOP:
from 8 am to 5 pm by appointment only

PLEASE STAY SAFE

4000 Cty Rd 34,
Green Valley
613-525-2300
613-525-1480

THE ADVANTAGES:
• 150+ Point Inspection
• Manufacturer’s Warranty
• 24hr Roadside Assistance
• Exchange Privilege

We welcome any make or model on trade

Manor worries,
responsibilities,
snowbird response

www.roysgm.ca

‘A ray of
sunshine’
BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff
South Glengarry council awarded the contract for the reconstruction of William Street
in Williamstown to Malyon Excavation Ltd.
during its virtual regular council meeting.
Malyon’s bid of $974,347.23 (plus HST) was
the lowest of the four received by the March
25 deadline.
COCO Paving’s submission was the highest, at $1,394,878.75; while Clarence
McDonald Excavation was next highest at
$1,179,829.10; followed by Cornwall Gravel at
$1,153,312.
General manager of infrastructure services
Ewen MacDonald was pleased with the results of the tendering process. “This is a ray
of sunshine in what I guess are pretty gloomy
days,” said Mr. MacDonald
“The tender was issued and closed with a
low bid which was significantly lower than
the engineers’ (EVB Engineering’s) estimate.
In fact, it was $340,000 lower than the most
recent estimate ($1,316,872.50) that we had.”
Mr. MacDonald added that the township’s
budget for the project is $1.2 million, “so there
is some surplus in funding.”
The work includes the removal of a storm
sewer and the rebuilding of the road, as well
as the installation of new storm sewers, maintenance holes, catch basins, storm laterals,
curbs, and sidewalks.
When council decided to go ahead with the
initiative last October, Mr. MacDonald noted
that the extensive nature of the project meant
that similar work in that area of the village
wouldn’t have to “be considered for several
decades,” with the life expectancies of both
the new storm sewers and concrete work
ranging from 60 to 75 years.
After Mr. MacDonald told council last week
that the contract for the project “will have to
be written with some flexibility in respect for
the COVID-19 pandemic situation we’re in,”
Councillor Stephanie Jaworksi had a pandemic-related question for him.
“In regards to COVID-19…I understand
that industrial and commercial construction
is currently on pause. But what falls under
‘essential infrastructure’? My understanding
is that ‘essential infrastructure’ can keep
going, but what falls under that?” she asked.
“I believe ‘critical infrastructure’ is the wording that’s used by the province,” replied Mr.
MacDonald. “In this case, because we have a
road with a storm sewer system that is failing,
we don’t know what the quality is of the
stormwater runoff that is going directly into
the Raisin River, and …the road itself has
gone beyond the point where we can do a rehabilitation. It’s going to require” full reconstruction.
“There isn’t a definition of ‘critical’ from the
province, but I would suggest this would fit
into that category, and that we would be able
to proceed with this project, under the current restrictions for essential services,” he
added.
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Taking
on
COVID-19
Flags with rainbows have become de
rigueur as people learn to cope with
COVID-19. Staying active is one of the ways
to handle isolation. Here Alexandria resident Walter Machell accompanied his
daughters, Lilly, 11, and Tessa, 5, on a bike
ride through town last Tuesday afternoon.
Meanwhile, the number of confirmed cases
in Stormont-Dundas-Glengarry, PrescottRussell and Cornwall continues to rise.
More events, such as the Maxville Fair, have
been cancelled. At the same time, emergency measures have been extended. Full
coverage on the pandemic inside.

Manure pit raises
neighbours’ concerns

Relief
fund
April 17 is the deadline to submit applications for help from the Stormont-DundasGlengarry social services relief fund.
Visit the sdgcounties.ca web site to download a form.
The program is meant to help those who
support the most vulnerable in SDG and
Cornwall during the pandemic.
The provincial government announced a
$200-million investment in social services
relief funding to help protect the health and
safety of the province’s most vulnerable
people in response to the outbreak of
COVID-19.
Funds are limited, thus amounts requested may be approved in whole, in part,
or not at all. Applications will be reviewed
on a priority basis.

Practise Social Distancing,
wash your hands,
don’t touch your face,
Stay home,
& take a deep breath...

Inside

PINK MOON OVER MAXVILLE: Tony Beaudette captured this compelling view of the pink moon as it hovered over Maxville last
week. The colour of the full sphere is named after phlox, the pink flowers that bloom in spring.

JUNE IS

DAIRY
MONTH

BY RICHARD MAHONEY
News Staff
A “minor variance” request has raised big
concerns among some Lochiel residents who
fear a manure storage pit could lead to the establishment of a biodigester and serious problems.
Franz Suter is asking North Glengarry
Township to reduce the minimum distance
separation for his new manure storage from
1,354 feet to 813 feet. The manure would be
stored on the west side of his farm located on
County Road 21.
While preliminary work has started to erect
a new barn. the manure storage application is
on hold pending an April 27 committee of adjustment meeting.
“The application we are processing is regarding the location of a manure pit, not a biodigester,” the township’s chief building official
Jacob Rhéaume.
Mr. Suter acknowledges he would like to set
up an energy-producing biodigester on his

200-cow dairy farm -- eventually. “I can’t do
that now. It would take two years of planning
and about $2 million,” he said. “A biodigester
would be the most environmentally friendly
thing to do.”
But some residents such as Eric Bornstein say
that the digester will in fact be an industrial
operation, that carcasses and an assortment of
other waste will be trucked in, creating a slew
of problems.
“I understand that manure is a normal part
of farming,” says Mr. Bornstein. “But trucking
in animal carcasses and industrial waste is a
different story. That is not a normal farm operation.”
April 27 meeting
Reiterating that Mr. Suter has not submitted
an application for biodigester, Mr. Rhéaume
related that the manure pit will be subject to
conditions set out in a nutrient management
strategy that has been approved by provincial
agriculture ministry.

Say thank you to our Dairy Farmers for
supplying us with quality products during
these trying times.
Call us to book an ad for your business.
613-525-2020
production@glengarrynews.ca

SEE PIT PAGE 8
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June vote doubtful
BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff
It doesn't look like the by-election to pick a new
councillor for North Glengarry’s Alexandria ward
will take place, as previously decided, on June 25.
At last night's council meeting, council discussed a
motion tabled by its CAO, Sarah Huskinson, calling
for the by-election's postponement.
In her report to council, Ms. Huskinson cited the
Municipal Elections Act, which says that “the clerk
may declare an emergency if he or she is of the opinion that circumstances have arisen that are likely to
prevent the election being conducted in accordance
with the Act.”
Ms. Huskinson further opined that because of the
COVID-19 outbreak, “it will be difficult to run a safe
election for candidates, voters, and staff.”
Although the decision wasn't rendered until well

South Glengarry
taxpayers to pay
for pandemic
next year

after press deadline, a number of council members
told The News they intended to vote for postponement.
“Under these circumstances, it's not safe to ask candidates to gather signatures,” said Deputy-Mayor
Carma Williams, adding that it wouldn't be safe to
have them go campaigning door-to-door while the
pandemic is still taking place.
“Unfortunately, postponing it is the only thing that
makes sense right now,” says Lochiel Ward
Councillor Brenda Noble, adding that if people are
being encouraged to stay home, it doesn't make
sense to tell them they can go out and campaign and
vote. A report will come to council with a new nomination date and voting day when those dates have
been determined.
The seat became vacant when Michel Depratto
passed away in March.
DAIRY PRODUCERS DONATE: The Glengarry Dairy Producers Committee has given back to the
community in this time of need. Committee chair Thomas Kuipers (left), presents a $700 donation to
the St-Vincent-de-Paul Society of Alexandria, represented by vice-president Terry Tuppert (centre) and
president Jean-Claude Larocque. Below, Mr. Kuipers is shown with Ben Oppenheimer, CFO of Dairy
Distillery, where the committee picked up about 100 litres of hand sanitizer. The valuable product
was given to Hôpital Glengarry Memorial Hospital. “Seeing that there is a continuing need in our
community, we placed another order with Dairy Distillery and plan to hand out more hand sanitizer
in the coming weeks to other institutions in need within Glengarry,” says Mr. Kuipers. The Almonte
distillery has stopped making Vodkow to concentrate on producing hand sanitizer.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

FIRE FREE ZONES: As the sign says, the spring rite of setting an outdoor fire has been extinSTEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO
guished by COVID-19.

Deposits for food banks
Alexandria, Alfred, Casselman,
Cornwall,
Embrun
and
Hawkesbury food banks will each
receive $1,000 from the Desjardins
Ontario Credit Union.
The financial services co-operative is donating $25,000 directly to
food banks in the communities it
serves. This donation is in addition to the $475,000 announced
last week by the Desjardins Group
for United Way/Centraide
Canada, the Canadian Red Cross,
Quebec Food Banks and Feed
Ontario.
“What a beautiful gesture! We
are very grateful. All monetary
donations are used entirely to

purchase food for the local food
bank,” said Jean-Claude Larocque,
president of the Alexandria Saint
Vincent de Paul Society.
“We thank you for thinking of
us during these times. We already
have more people coming to the
Agapè Centre in the past few
weeks and your donation will certainly help,” said Lisa Duprau, executive director of the Cornwall
centre.
“No one is spared, all of us are
affected in some way by COVID19. The most vulnerable people
even more because they are already in a precarious situation.
For us, being an active member of

Tastings by Ronna Mogelon
DALGONA COFFEE
This iced coffee treat is for all of us who have been cooped up inside for the past few weeks. A breath of fresh air for the coffee lover,
this drink is like an adult milkshake with a caffeine hit.
The drink is originally from South Korea and its popularity recently has skyrocketed -- its hashtag online is #quarantinecoffee.
It’s very easy to make with ingredients you likely have on hand,
which would explain its rise to fame in these days of self-isolation
and only going out when absolutely necessary. All you need is some
instant coffee, sugar and milk of your choice, (plant-based is fine),
and you’re good to go.
Try it. It looks exotic, tastes out of this world, and only takes a few
minutes to make. Makes enough for two.

our community means taking action when it counts. That's what
we do and will continue to do,”
Stéphane Trottier, Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the
Desjardins Ontario Credit Union.

ahead.”
Following suggestions that the
township may have a budget surplus by the end of the fiscal year
– given some of the provinciallyimposed COVID-19-related construction restrictions that may be
in place for some time –
Councillor Stephanie Jaworski
wondered whether the municipality could do something with
that potential excess to ease the financial stress some local residents

Delayed assessment
update will result in
tax hike: treasuer
are enduring as a result of the
pandemic.
“If we have significant money
unspent, perhaps we should start
looking at how we can support
our taxpayers in this,” she said.
Mr. McDonald reiterated that
“there may be a surplus at the
end of the year.”
However, he said “It would be
easier to give a firm answer, as to
what we could do with any
(extra) money” at that time.
“At this present point, I don’t
have any forecast,” added Mr.
McDonald. “This is an unprecedented event, so I don’t have any
great advice.”

Jobless rate increases
to 4.8 per cent

Relief fund
“Our community has stepped
up in these last days and many
phenomenal initiatives have surfaced. To sustain these efforts,
and to begin helping in other
ways, we need funding.”
That is the message being
shared by United Way/Centraide
of SD&G as it invites the community to make a difference during these very difficult times.
“Please donate any amount to
our Local Covid Relief Fund and
help the United Way and the
members of the Regional
Emergency Response Council
(SDGCA) assist the front line
workers, the tireless volunteers,
and the amazing nonprofits who
are fearlessly fighting for our
community. Every dollar given
to our Local Covid Relief Fund
will go to serve the people of our
community.”
Find out more at www.unitedway.ca/Covid-19 or www.centraide.ca/covid-19/

BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff
South Glengarry ratepayers,
having enjoyed minimal increases
to the township portion of their
annual property tax bills over the
last few years, will probably see
that come to an end in the near
future, a result of the financial
fall-out from the COVID-19 pandemic.
“The provincial government is
postponing the (MPAC, or
Municipal Property Assessment
Corporation) assessment update
for 2021, so assessed values for
next year will be based on the
same valuation date as they are
for 2020,” township general manager of corporate services/treasurer Lachlan McDonald said at
the last regular (virtual) council
meeting.
“They will still do their inspections when possible, if a new
build occurs, but your (residential
ratepayer’s) tax assessment
should stay the same, which
means that next year, you will
likely see an increased tax rate,
because normally, the tax rate
goes up or down, based on
MPAC’s assessment.”
Mr. McDonald added that
“technical details related to this
(increase) postponement will be
determined in the months

So far, the unemployment rate
in Eastern Ontario has not yet
dramatically increased because of
the COVID-19 pandemic, according to Statistics Canada.
The jobless rate as of April 11
was 4.8 per cent, a slight hike
from the March unemployment
rate of 4.7 per cent. In fact, the regional unemployment rate is
below the April 2019 figure of six
per cent.
The numbers are for a region
that encompasses Stormont,
Dundas, Glengarry, Prescott,
Russell, Frontenac, Lanark, Leeds
and Grenville and Renfrew counties.
District figures do not reflect the
dismal national and provincial

numbers. On a national level, employment fell by more than one
million in March. Of those who
were employed in March, the
number who did not work any
hours during the week of March
15 to 21 increased by 1.3 million,
while the number who worked
less than half of their usual hours
increased by 800,000. About 3.1
million jobs have been affected by
the virus.
The national unemployment
rate increased by 2.2 percentage
points to 7.8%, the largest onemonth increase since comparable
data became available in 1976. In
Ontario, some 402,800 people
joined the ranks of the unemployed in March.

Help for seniors,
people with disabilities
MYSTERY EASTER BUNNY: This Easter bunny was taking all of the recommended precautions
Sunday when he was seen waving at residents of Maxville Manor and Glen Garden Village.
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Help is available for Eastern Ontario seniors and persons with disabilities to get grocery and pharmacy deliveries, transportation to
medical appointments, telephone safety checks and Meals on Wheels.
Assistance is just a click away!
Visit www.communitysupport.covidresponse.ca
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2 tablespoons instant coffee
2 tablespoons sugar
2 tablespoons hot water
milk of any sort (cow, almond, oat, soy, etc.)
ice cubes
Add instant coffee, sugar and hot water into a bowl. Using a hand
mixer, beat the mixture for about 3-5 minutes, until frothy and pale
in colour. It should have the consistency of a light meringue. You
can also do this by hand with a whisk but it will take twice as long
to get the mixture light and creamy.
Pour two glasses of milk, the size of your choosing, and add a couple of ice cubes. Using a spatula, remove the frothy coffee mixture
and plop it on top of the glasses of milk. Serve with a spoon or straw.
Variations: How about trying an icy mocha Dalgona? Instead of
plain milk, use chocolate milk, served over ice (with a shake of salt,
if desired) and topped with the frothy coffee mixture.
And if cold winds are still blowing, try topping a cup of steaming
hot cocoa with the frothy coffee for a hot mocha Dalgona. Now
that’ll get you going on a cool day!
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Food programs

Municipal dilemma:
Can a virtual meeting
also be confidential?
BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff
North Stormont council is
wrestling with the issue of how
to conduct online in-camera sessions during the COVID-19 pandemic.
“I would have concerns moving
forward with the closed meetings
but no issues with the public aspect of it,” Deputy-Mayor
François Landry said during the
township’s first-ever teleconference session April 1, prior to
council passing a bylaw amendment permitting virtual meetings.
“We’re not the only municipality that is dealing with this
dilemma, I’m sure. I would prefer
to meet or get some more information as far as how they would
deal with closed meetings in teleconferencing (online), but for the
time being, I’m ready to support
the motion.”
Some councillors were viewing
different versions of the bylaw,
with some stating that the agenda
package they had included a version of the ordinance containing
a provision for online closed sessions, while others pointed out
that such a parameter was not included in what they had before
them.
However, midway through the
discussion on the matter, Mayor
Jim Wert interjected.
“Just to clarify for everyone, if
we pass this bylaw, it currently
includes the possibility of using
this technology for closed meetings if circumstances dictated,” he
explained. CAO Craig Calder attempted to provide further clarity. “It says, ‘Shall be permitted,’
so it gives council the flexibility to
participate in a closed session
electronically. It’s at your discretion,” he said.
Still, Deputy-Mayor Landry
had another concern.
“I could have my own gallery
standing behind me here (at
home) when we’re having a
‘closed’ meeting,” he said.

Councillor Steve Densham offered a possible solution.
“Once we’re in closed, if a
council member feels that a specific topic on that agenda is too
sensitive to continue with via
teleconference, they can always
bring it up at that time, and we
can vote on whether or not to not
have it as part of the agenda…
until we can find another forum
to deal with it,” he said, prompting a response from Mayor Wert
that Acting CAO/Deputy-Clerk
Mary McCuaig would revise the
amendment.
“It will read, ‘Council shall hold
a vote upon review of the
agenda, and must have unanimous consensus to have an elec-

doing so was not an option.
“There’s the limitation of five or
more for any public assembly. We
would have at least six individuals in the room and that would be
a ‘gathering,’ and we’d be one
above the limit,” he said.
“Could we have the closed session in an alternative location?”
asked Coun. Villeneuve.
“This is not determined by the
size of the venue. It’s determined
by the number of participants at
the event,” stated Mr. Calder, an
answer that didn’t satisfy Coun.
Villeneuve.
“But it would be closed. We
know how many people would
be there,” she replied.
“Correct, and I’m not disputing
that,” said Mr. Calder. “But gatherings or meetings where there
are more than five people are not

“I could have a whole
gallery of people
behind me when we’re
having a closed
meeting,” says
Deputy Mayor

Steve Densham
Councillor offers remedy

tronic closed meeting’,” he said.
Councillor Roxane Villeneuve
proffered yet another possibility.
“Just to make it simpler, because of the issues that were
brought up, can we not just say
that to go into closed…we go to
chambers, and have our proper
distance?” she asked.
Mr. Calder responded that

permitted. A closed session of
council would be a gathering.”
Council ultimately passed the
revised amendment to allow electronic council meetings – with the
provision that closed sessions
could only take place with council’s unanimous consent to do so.
However, the issue of how an
electronic in-camera discussion
would take place has yet to be determined, with Deputy-Mayor
Landry stating that such matters
may have to be viewed on a caseby-case basis.
He added that township administration should continue to
seek “more information as far as
how to deal with closed meetings
in teleconferencing” from provincial authorities before making
their final decision as to the appropriate, and legal, protocol for
such sessions.

ROADSIDE ENCOURAGEMENT: A sign near Vankleek Hill urges motorists to support health
RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTO
care workers.

It’s tick season already
BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff
Although most of us are self isolating and avoiding crowds due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, ticks are
not following suit.
And since more people are at
home than at work, it's more
likely that they'll be out walking
their dogs. That's why it's so important to make sure you and
your canine friends are protected.
Dr. Denise Green, a veterinarian
at Glengarry Animal Hospital in
Alexandria, says that pet owners
are taking tick season seriously.
She says that products are “flying
off the shelves.”
“I've noticed in the past week
that the ticks are out and about,”
Dr. Green said Thursday. “It's almost as if you turned on a
switch.”
She points out that Glengarry is
considered an endemic area for
lyme disease because the prevalent tick here, the deer tick or the
black-legged tick, is the one that
carries the illness.
While Dr. Green doesn't know
if the COVID-19 pandemic has
contributed to an increase in lyme
disease cases, she says she's very
happy that people are aware of
preventative products and that
they are calling her and other veterinarians to get their animals
treated right away.

“I don't know if we're any
busier,” she said, adding that it's
taking longer to help people because of the social distancing and
locked door policy that's in place.
“People can't just drop in and pick
stuff up now.”
Lyme disease
The early signs of lyme disease
usually start three to 30 days after
being bitten by an infected tick.
Most people get mild flu-like
symptoms while others experience rashes, fevers, fatigue,
headaches, muscle and joint
aches, and swollen lymph nodes.
If left untreated, you could develop more severe headaches, facial paralysis, heart and neurological disorders and arthritis.
That's why Dr. Green says it's
important to let your doctor know
as soon as possible if you are bitten by a tick.
While she stresses that the disease cannot be transferred from
dogs to humans, she says that
people tend to get the disease because they walk in the same areas
their dogs do.
“Ticks like cold damp weather,”
she says, adding that they start to
come out once we have sustained
temperatures of at least four de-

grees Celsius and that the tick season lasts about nine months. She
says that ticks are still out in the
summertime though they are not
as prevalent.
“They don't like hot dry
weather but they will still be in
the bush and under leaves and
shrubs,” she says.
She advises people to stay out of
long grass or brush and to keep
lawns well manicured. She also
recommends conducting a tick
check when you get home.
At the Martintown Animal
Hospital, products like Bravecto
and Nexgard, are popular as pet
owners seek to not only control
ticks but fleas and heartworm as
well.
Both facilities say that they are
doing a fairly good job of keeping
supplies stocked.
Positive tests
Dr. Green says several dogs are
testing positive for lyme disease,
though they are sub-clinical,
meaning that they are not showing symptoms.
“The bacteria is in their bloodstream but they are having an immune response to it,” she says.
“The only good tick is a dead
one.”

School buildings and student programming sites have become more
than just a destination for children and youth to socialize and engage
in learning. For many children they have also become an important
source of nutritious food.
To ensure these students maintain safe accessibility to healthy food
during the current school closures in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Upper Canada Leger Centre for Education and Training
(UCLCET) will divert more than $150,000 to local food banks, to be provided to families with school-age children.
UCLCET administers and distributes funding for breakfast and snack
programs in over 225 schools and youth agencies throughout StormontDundas-Glengarry, Prescott-Russell, Leeds, Grenville and Renfrew. In
typical times, healthy food is offered by these programs at no cost to
students through food bins, buffet settings or student self-preparation
areas. This program is supported by the provincial Ministry of Children,
Community and Social Services, among other funding partners, food
producers and distributors, and is made possible by the dedicated service of several hundred volunteers.
“Student nutrition programs offered throughout our regions serve
more than 6,824,000 meals to over 46,000 students every year,” Matthew
Raby, UCLCET Executive Director, noted. “When schools and other
community buildings were closed, we knew we would have to adjust
our traditional delivery model. The response from everyone we’ve
reached out to has been incredible.”
Food will be distributed throughout the regions that UCLCET serves
through student nutrition programming, to every food bank that is
certified by the Feed Ontario partnership.
“Local food banks will always play a vital role in our communities to
ensure families remain food secure,” explains Jennifer Cuillerier,
UCLCET Student Nutrition Program Manager. “We are so thankful for
the generosity of our funding partners, food producers, and distributors. Through the well-established service and delivery models and
standards established by Feed Ontario, we know that our food banks
will be in the best position to provide healthy food to families with
school-age children and youth in our communities at this time.”

Tottal Fire Ban in effect
Within the Township of North Glengarry
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NOTICE
In order to deal with the COVID-19
pandemic, The News office is closed to
the general public but we are still
working.
Our paper will continue to be published
every Wednesday, as usual.
We encourage our customers to contact
us by phone or e-mail.
To contact us call 613-525-2020, or use
the following e-mails:

STEPPING UP THE MESSAGE: Various forms of expression have been used to offer encouragement and advice during the panRICHARD MAHONEY PHOTOS
demic. The steps to Église Sacré Coeur in Alexandria became a vehicle for bilingual messages last week.

For advertising:
production@glengarrynews.ca
For word ads: office@glengarrynews.ca
For subscriptions:
circulation@glengarrynews.ca
For news: gnews@glengarrynews.ca
For sports: sports@glengarrynews.ca
Updates will be provided at
glengarrynews.ca
Thank you for your patience and
understanding during this time.
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This ‘subset’ cannot be
ignored by our governments

Z

FURTHER MUSING

It could always be worse

P

erspective is hard to retain these days. People can easily get
wrapped up in their own real or imagined troubles. Challenges
run the gamut, from dire financial predicaments, health risks, loneliness and a general sense of insecurity to lesser concerns such as unkempt hair, boredom and hockey withdrawal.
All of these “problems” pale in comparison with what those on the
front lines cope with on a daily basis.
Consider this: As of April 7, there were 513 Ontario health care workers
who were infected with the COVID-19 virus. Health care workers represent about 11 per cent of all cases in the province, reports the Ontario
Health Coalition.
“Compiling this list has been a heartbreaking task and we must start
by recognizing the people affected by the outbreaks -- patients, residents,
staff of all classifications. You are in our hearts and we send you our
very best hopes and wishes,” the coalition says in a press release.
At that point, 89 long-term care and retirement home residents in
Ontario had succumbed to the virus.
April 3, the Province of Ontario released short- term projections showing Ontario will reach 80,000 cases and 1,600 deaths by the end of April.
The long-term models suggest Ontario could see 100,000 deaths over
two years without public health measures and between 3,000 and 15,000
deaths with public health measures.
In Eastern Ontario, the number of confirmed cases has been hovering
around the 50 mark, but that total will undoubtedly increase.
Looking at the really big picture, there are almost 1.5 million cases of
COVID-19 in the world; about 87,000 people have died. The United
States has more than 420,000 cases, and 14,000 deaths.
Ontario’s health authorities keep reiterating advisories that by now
are so familiar.

“We need you to help us change the outcomes for Ontarians by staying
at home and physically distancing. Our public health measures so far
have made a difference and we need everyone to stay focused on these:
stay home, stop the spread, stay safe. We need everyone to help stop
the spread so we all must continue to fully adhere to the public health
measures that have been put in place. We want to avoid the health care
system being overwhelmed and the consequences to Ontarians, as we
have seen in other jurisdictions in Europe and in the United States.”
At the same time, there is a glimmer of light.
Last Thursday, Statistics Canada released its monthly job numbers,
which showed a 402,800 decrease in jobs in Ontario.
That same day, the provincial government launched a new Ontario
Jobs and Recovery Committee which will focus on getting businesses
up and running and people back to work after the COVID-19 pandemic
is over.
The primary focus is on combatting the virus, supporting front line
health care workers and providing immediate relief to people and businesses, this new committee will be developing a plan to stimulate economic growth and job creation.
“My heart goes out to those individuals and families who have been
out of work, or whose business has closed through no fault of their own,”
said Premier Doug Ford. “I can assure each person affected by this crisis
that we will do everything we can to support you, and get you back on
the job as soon as possible. While our government battles this virus,
members of our new Ontario Jobs and Recovery Committee will roll up
their sleeves and develop a road map to a stronger, more prosperous
economy.”
Those are encouraging words as we learn to live with the new abnormal.
-- Richard Mahoney

oom, rural isolation, pandemic police, milk dumping, empty
town halls, suspicious ratepayers. Those are just some issues
that are burning or at least simmering as we continue to
adapt to life in the time of COVID-19.
Zoom, if you didn’t know already, is the latest new fangled way
to connect with people without actually being there. Many people,
including public health authorities, are using the communications
tool to have virtual meetings and gatherings. With COVID-19 restrictions in place, thousands around the world were using Zoom
to observe Easter and Passover last week. The Eastern Ontario
Health is one of the agencies to have adopted Zoom, in addition
to several other social media platforms, to disseminate information.
Governments at all levels increasingly use Facebook, a foreigncontrolled entity, to share information.
Everybody is on Facebook, right? Well, not exactly. This may be
hard to believe but there are still many people who do not own a
home computer. Often dismissively referred to as a “subset,” a
large segment of the population neither uses nor trusts social
media. And even those who like Facebook, do not instinctively
check social media to receive important information.
Facebook is entertainment. It is where you go to chuckle at cute
cats and singing mayors. These days, “going viral” no longer has
the same cachet it once did. But multitudes spend every waking
hour glued to social media. But taxpayers do not automatically
expect to receive notices on fire bans and taxes when they are
laughing at what their distant cousins did last weekend.
Governments are placing the onus on taxpayers to seek out information. The rights of a large percentage of residents are being
ignored by governments that assume that everyone is connected
through online platforms and social media gizmos.
Over the last few weeks, The News has been contacted by some
North Glengarry residents who had questions about whether the
town hall was open and how they could pay their taxes. All of
that information had been posted on the township’s FB page and
its web site. Flyers arrived in the mail last week from North
Glengarry providing a COVID-19 update. The flyers did not mention that council continues to meet “virtually” nor that an openair burn ban was in effect. Those details, of course, had been
posted on the municipal web site and its FB page.
A certain “subset” never got hooked on social media simply because life is too short to waste hours waiting for a must-see download. Rural connectivity is still an oxymoron in many parts of this
vast land. The big rural internet gulf becomes more even problematic now that growing numbers of rurals are obliged to work
remotely from home and Ontario schools have been closed and
students are expected to complete this academic year through online courses. In the boonies, “high speed” is just a hair faster than
dial-up in many households. The increasing reliance on online education is a huge disadvantage for many rural residents who do
not have access to reliable, affordable telecommunications.
How many times have we been told that, any day now, all of
rural Canada will have the same service as the folks in Toronto,
Alexandria and Williamstown?
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AMAZING SUNRISE: John Watson sent us this amazing sunrise photo he took at his home on Loch Garry. The geese, “enjoying
this magical start of day,” are likely the same that nest at the lake. “We’ll soon see 15 or 16 little ones waddling around,” he says.
Do you have a special shot to share? Send it to richard@glengarrynews.ca

Misinformation
While rurals dream of the day when they will finally merge onto
the information superhighway, we also must be cognizant of the
fact that we can’t rely on everything you see and read out there
in cyber land?
“Now more than ever, Canadians need reliable news and information,” says the federal government.
The government of Canada is investing $3 million in several organizations through the Digital Citizen Initiative's Digital Citizen
Contribution Program. “This funding will help combat false and
misleading COVID-19 information as well as the racism and
stigmatization that are often the result. This support will help fund
activities, such as public awareness tools and online workshops,
to help Canadians become more resilient and think critically about
COVID-19 disinformation. Funded projects will reach Canadians
on a national and local scale, online and offline, in minority communities, in both official languages and in Indigenous communities,” says the government. We can never have too much information, if it is based on facts. When there is a void, people tend
to fill it with crazy ideas, and sometimes suspicion.
Therefore, it is understandable that in certain quarters, doubts
are being raised about the increased use of tele-conferencing to
replace in-person municipal council meetings. We get it. We are
in a crisis. The situation is fluid. Everyone is new at this. Everyone
is striving to adapt. We are all in this together. We shall overcome.
But the “new normal” has not been set in stone, has it? Can we
be flexible? Call-in meetings are effective, if everyone is aware
when they are to take place. Plus, there is nothing that precludes
the occasional in-person session.
A conventional forum could be used when certain contentious
issues, such as a huge manure pit, arise. Such matters could be
handled through in-person discussions, which could be held without the participants invading anyone’s personal six-foot space.
This is just a suggestion. We acknowledge that free advice is
worth what you pay for it.
These are indeed extraordinary times. Take milk dumping,
please. As we reported in our April 8 edition, Dairy Farmers of
Ontario has asked some producers to begin pouring the precious
food down the drain because of over-production.
The roller coaster
Supply management is not supposed to operate this way. But
again, these are unprecedented conditions. Output was increased
during the initial panicky days of the outbreak as crazed consumers began hoarding products as if every cow in Canada was
about to go dry. And then, saner buying patterns ensued, and
purchases plunged. Hoarding, price-gouging and close talking are
among the many faux pas that will get the attention of official and
unofficial pandemic police.
You disregard the rules of COVID-19 and you may be penalized
by an authority figure or, even worse, get a tongue-lashing from
a concerned citizen.
Who would have thought that a person could be fined just for
sitting on a park bench?
-- Richard Mahoney
richard@glengarrynews.ca
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ALEXANDER HALL: A landmark in Alexandria, the Alexander Hall, built by the Temperance Society of St. Finnan’s in 1896, was the
scene of religious and social functions over the years. It has since become the Salle La Fraternité.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Nurse decries visitor
policy at Maxville Manor
The Editor,
Re: ‘Manor staff alarmed by visitor policy,’
The News, April 8;
I am a Registered Nurse and the daughter of
a resident at the Maxville Manor. I am appalled
at the lack of responsibility the Manor’s CEO
Bernard Bouchard is currently demonstrating.
I am currently working in a busy emergency
department in Ottawa. I am seeing patients
from all ages being diagnosed with COVID-19.
My co-workers and I are very concerned about
this pandemic, should it move to LTC (long
term care).
By allowing one person to enter the Manor
approximately three times a week to visit her
mother, Mr. Bouchard is endangering the lives
of all the residents in the home, the dedicated
staff who provide personal care, the nurses,
the housekeepers, the kitchen staff, and all the
other vital essential workers.
My family made the very difficult decision
to place our father in long-term care. He is un-

well and we could not manage his full-time
care at home. We have placed the care of our
father in the hands and hearts of the personal

Woman
“is endangering
others with her
reckless and selfish actions.”
support workers and nurses at the Maxville
Manor. We placed a certain amount of trust in
them to make the appropriate care decisions
for our father.
As a Registered Nurse, working on the front
lines during this pandemic I am extremely
worried about the transmission of this virus to
my father and any other resident of the manor.
As stated in the article in The News, there is
no clear definition of gravely ill.
A “No Visitor Policy” is meant to protect oth-

ers not further endanger them.
One would hope, given the directives from
Ontario Public Health, the Ministry of Health
and Long Term Care, that this woman who insists on visiting her mother would be concerned about infecting her mother and others.
Mr. Bouchard should be making the executive decision to inform this family member that
she is endangering others with her reckless
and selfish actions, that she is not permitted to
visit her mother at this time.
Should the resident’s condition change then
she could be permitted back into the building.
To say I am concerned is an understatement.
I worry how our community would handle a
large death toll such as the situation in longterm care homes in Almonte and Bobcaygeon.
I cannot imagine the feelings of loss and despair should the Manor contract a case of
COVID-19.
Andria McCrory
RN, BSc.N., Maxville

WINTER’S DIRTY LITTLE SECRETS: With snow and ice receding, many unpleasant leftovers from litterers are emerging across
the countryside. Unfortunately, on almost every country road there are countless signs of the “appalling” volume of debris collecting in
RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTOS
ditches.

The greater good must prevail
The Editor,
Re: ‘Manor staff alarmed by visitor policy,’ The News, April 8;
Sometimes it is necessary to place the greater good before individual
needs.
I am referring to the permission given the family of a resident at
Maxville Manor to visit.
Any breach in isolation procedures endangers all staff and residents
of Maxville Manor. In a pandemic there is no bargaining or lessening

of rules whenever patient and staff safety are involved. I am quite
shocked that this is occurring and as a retired RN, am alarmed that the
guidelines instituted by Public Health are being ignored.
To all the families who are respecting these isolation protocols, you
are to commended for protecting the staff and residents of Maxville
Manor. One does not want a repeat of the tragedy experienced at the
Pinecrest Nursing Home in Bobcaygeon.
Sally Kodz, Barrie

Sad that some need babysitting
The Editor,
It surprises me how the young people have no concept of life when
it comes to the COVID virus that is affecting everyone around the world.
They think it will never affect them. Well it does. When I see the people gathering in the parking lot at Tim Hortons in Alexandria, I wonder
if weed, vapour, loud mufflers and Tims coffee contribute to brain damage. On March 27, there was a gathering of people in the parking lot
and someone called the cops to break it up but they returned in two
hours to start the party again. And by the way, 7 days a week, rain or
shine, they are there.
It’s too bad that the front line workers like the cops have to babysit

people who don’t understand the problem.
In other countries if you were caught outside, you were fined or put
in jail. But the onus is on management at Tims, which is a money-making business.
However, other restaurants are closing and having reduced hours. Is
Tims going to do the same thing? I don’t think so. It’s just a suggestion
but if Tims blocked the parking lot and had no loitering signs on the
posts and just had the drive thru open only and not open 24 hours,
would that solve one problem? It’s only a matter of time when the virus
hits Glengarry Memorial Hospital. Stay safe. Keep your kids at home.
S. McCaskill, Cornwall

This snowbird did not tan
The Editor,
Reading the April 8 edition of The Glengarry News two things struck
me harshly.
One was the seeming inference that all snowbirds went south in the
winter to get a sun tan and secondly, from a letter to the editor, COVID19 is little different from any previous major influenza epidemic.
I am 88 years of age, disabled through malfunction of both knees and
missing a spleen, so no protection from virus and disease.
My trip south each winter is because of my inability to cope with the
snow and ice; my aim, like so many snow birds, is not to get a sun tan
but to avoid medical disasters exacerbated by the snow and icy weather
conditions. There are many other seniors who find themselves in the
same situation. Since our return my wife and I have practised social dis-

tancing and plan to extend the 14-day period by a further 14 days. We
live in a senior apartment building and the kindness extended to us by
fellow residents has been far above what anyone could have imagined.
There will, of course, always be an exception. One resident, not a
snowbird, was abusive to a resident who, acting in his role of superintendent, requested social distancing be observed.
With respect to the severity of this pandemic I totally disagree with
Richard Hudon and anyone taking the Trump position. One only has
to look at the number of deaths in the world and, in particular, the U.S.
to get a true read on the situation. Canada can be proud we have good
political leadership and one must respect the diligence of the Prime
Minister who is desperately building for the present and the future.
John E. Milnes, Long Sault

IN CASE YOU FORGOT: The public is constantly being reminded of the rules of proper conduct that must be adhered to during
the pandemic.

The world has been humbled
The Editor,
There is hope.
The world has many powerful people. In the world they are powerful
because they control large sums of money. The world also has many
clever people.
Yet regardless of their wealth and intelligence, they are no match for
a tiny bug. Actually a virus is smaller than a bug.

The entire world’s population, powerful or poor, clever or not, has
been brought to its knees.
It is now time to recognize that we need an omniscient, omnipotent,
and omnipresent being. Yes, I am talking about God the Father, God
the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
By sincerely, in your hearts, accepting and appealing to God, there is
Len Siwik, Alexandria
hope, otherwise the consequences.

Littering can be minimized
The Editor,
Spring is here and the tulips and crocuses are sprouting and, as usual,
an appalling amount of litter appears in the ditches along our road.
Having just received the R.A.R.E. bulletin with the new guidelines
for garbage, recycling and the unfortunate, but necessary, postponement of the Hazardous Household Waste and the Pitch-in Canada
Week, I would implore residents to do their best to secure the materials
in their blue/grey bins so that the wind, animals and birds don’t “recycle” it for you.
Every week, after garbage day, the remnants of unsecured garbage
bags and recycling bins are strewn over the roads and into ditches.

This means walking the property line with garbage bag in hand and
picking up all manner of things to be put into the garbage the following
week.
This unsightly mess can be minimized if we take a little extra care.
Also, I would like to issue a sarcastic “Thanks a lot” to all those motorists that choose to discard their used coffee cups, fast food bags, cans
and other debris out the window of their vehicle when they are done
with them.
With the increased use of drive-thrus and take-outs this problem is
sure to increase. In short, please don’t litter.
E. Ferguson, R.R. 3, Alexandria

AVIS
Afin de faire face à la pandémie de
COVID-19, le bureau est fermé au grand
public mais notre personnel demeure en
fonction.
Notre journal continuera d'être publié
tous les mercredis, comme d'habitude.
Nous encourageons nos clients à communiquer par téléphone ou par courriel.
Téléphonez 613-525-2020 ou
utilisez les courriels suivants :
Pour la publicité :
production@glengarrynews.ca
Pour les petites annonces :
office@glengarrynews.ca
Pour abonnements :
circulation@glengarrynews.ca
Pour les nouvelles :
gnews@glengarrynews.ca
Pour les sports : sports@glengarrynews.ca
Des mises à jour seront fournies sur notre
site web : glengarrynews.ca
Merci pour votre patience et votre
compréhension durant cette période.
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The numbers: Total rises
to 60 in Eastern Ontario
The Eastern Ontario Health Unit is releasing fewer details about
COVID-19 in the region it serves because it does not want the public
to become complacent.
When the pandemic was first declared, status reports included gender,
age range and the area the patients lived.
But for the past few weeks, the EOHU updates have consisted of bar
graphs only. The graphs show that the number of cases has gone from
zero March 8 to 60 as of April 13.

Last week, the health unit began posting summaries that included
detaisl on age and gender of patients.
It is not important to disclose where the cases originated, says Chief
Medical Officer of Health Dr. Paul Roumeliotis.
What is most important is to recognize that the virus is present everywhere and everyone must help stop it spreading.
Case totals are updated at 10:30 a.m. every day by the Ontario
Ministry of Health.

6 patients in hospital; 0 deaths

PATIENCE TESTED: With the long Easter weekend approaching, customers were lined up at the LCBO outlet in Alexandria to stock
RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTO
up on supplies.

‘I think we’ll
get through this
a lot stronger than we were’
BY MARGARET CALDBICK
News Staff
“We’ll get through this,” says a philosophical
Ron Aubin, owner of Alexandria’s Home
Hardware Building Centre. “And I think we’ll
get through it a lot stronger than we were.”
Mr. Aubin says he’s selling “a lot” of paint
these days indicating that even as the spread
of the coronavirus flattens a huge swath of
Canada’s economy, it’s spring, and homeowners’ minds are turning to renovating, repairs
and redecorating.
Ontario’s hardware stores are no longer allowed to stay open for in-store shopping, but
can offer online service and curbside pick-up.
All non-essential stores must stay closed for at
least two weeks.
“They can call and make the order and pick
it up outside the store, and we deliver,” Mr.
Aubin said on Friday, adding, “We always delivered because of the lumber part of it, but
now we’re delivering store orders in North and
South Glengarry.”
The same applies for other such retailers,
such as the Home Hardware store in Maxville,
that has gone to curbside pickup-only.
The spread of coronavirus is a crushing blow
to many businesses in Glengarry. The
Alexandria and District Chamber of Commerce
serving North and South Glengarry is advising
people where to shop locally for essential products and services.
Chamber vice-president James Tomlinson
has compiled a list of Glengarry companies and
services permitted to remain open during the
COVID-19 state of emergency.
“We’re hoping that people will continue to
shop local, it’s important,” says Mr. Tomlinson

who asks that Glengarry companies deemed
essential or under restricted operations message him through the Alexandria and District
Chamber
of
Commerce
website,
webmaster@alexandriaanddistrictchamber.ca,
to be added to the list. Businesses do not have
to be Chamber members and will benefit by receiving the latest Ontario Chamber of
Commerce (OCC) updates to help prepare for
and manage the COVID-19 escalation.
A serious problem Glengarry food and drug
store managers are reporting is that people are
not limiting their number of essential shopping
trips.
“They are coming every day -- instead come
once a week and get what you need and stay
home,” says pharmacist-owner Ken Legare of
I.D.A. Pharmacare Drug Store in Lancaster.
“I’m at my door and I play policeman,” says
Mr. Legare who is strictly limiting how many
people can enter the store. “We limit the number of people to prevent any crowding. That’s
unsafe. Social distancing is the key, so I tell
people to wait until the few customers inside
leave.”
Mr. Legare has seen a few unfamiliar faces
since restrictions were put in place. He is implementing a curbside pick-up service.
Customers can call or email in their prescriptions, or use the pharmacy’s mobile application
to submit prescription refills.
“People can still enter the store except now
they stay in the entrance where we have a window with a debit machine that is self-isolating,”
Mr. Legare says. “People really like it.”
“It’s a good group of people here, with good
roots, good caring people,” Mr. Legare says
about his customers and how they are han-

dling the situation. “We could be seeing people
who are angry, but we’re not, we’re just receiving 100 per cent from everybody. There are a
lot of people going through a lot of hardship
right now and yet they are not exhibiting it, or
not yet anyway.”
Mr. Legare reports that his supply chain remains resilient despite the higher-than-normal
demand from customers preparing for confinement.
“We’re extremely busy and wholesalers are
doing their job to ensure that we get our medications,” says Mr. Legare who fills hundreds
of prescriptions a day. “We’re starting to see
some shortages, but at this point it’s going
pretty well.”
In Alexandria, Marco Chartrand, owner of
the Your Independent Grocer store, has been
putting in 14-hour days adjusting his operation
to keep up with customer panic buying last
month and to stay fully staffed as employees
face the heightened risk of infection.
“We’re changing our store hours, expanding
them as a precautionary measure so customers
can practise social distancing with fewer people
in the store,” Mr. Chartrand explains. The
move is also to safeguard the wellbeing of his
employees on the front lines.
Mr. Chartrand says the shelves are refilling
and the supply chain is recovering, but some
items like bleach and vinegar are still hard to
keep stocked.
An upside he says is that he has not faced
any fruit and vegetable shortages. Toilet paper
and paper towels were a big challenge at first,
but Mr. Chartrand says because they’re
Canadian-made, producers have upped production and he expects shortages to end soon.

NEW ROUTINE: Hilda and Claude Brunet are shown at the Your Independent Grocer store in Alexandria, where, like every other
STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO
business, new safety procedures have been implemented.

Summary:
Total cases in EOHU region: 60
Total currently hospitalized: 6
Total currently in ICU: 3
Total resolved: 29
Total deceased: 0
Summary of Confirmed Cases by Age and Sex:
Total cases under 20 years of age: 1
Male: 1
Female: 0
Total cases 20 to 29 years of age: 5
Male: 2
Female: 3
Total cases 30 to 39 years of age: 12
Male: 5
Female: 7
Total cases 40 to 49 years of age: 5
Male: 2
Female: 3
Total cases 50 to 59 years of age: 16

Male: 10
Female: 6
Total cases 60 to 69 years of age: 18
Male: 12
Female: 6
Total cases 70 to 79 years of age: 2
Male: 1
Female: 1
Total cases 80 years of age or more: 0
Male: 0
Female: 0
Total cases age unknown: 1
Male: 1
Female: 0
The daily report provides an epidemiologic summary of COVID-19
activity in the EOHU catchment area to date. The database is a dynamic
disease reporting system that allows for continuous updates of case information. This data is a snapshot in time, reflecting the most accurate
information available from the integrated Public Health Information
System (iPHIS).

National audience

SCREENING INTENSIFIED: Testing at assessment centres
will be augmented by screening of priority groups that will include
rural residents.

More testing
in rural areas
To stop the spread of COVID-19, the Ontario government is implementing the next phase of its strategy to significantly expand and enhance testing. In addition to the ongoing testing of the general public
at any of the 100 assessment centres now established across the
province, Ontario will be proactively testing several priority groups,
including:
Hospital inpatients;
Residents of long-term care and retirement homes;
Health care workers, caregivers, care providers, paramedics, and first
responders, including police and firefighters;
Remote, isolated, rural and Indigenous communities;
Other congregate living centres, including homeless shelters, prisons
and group homes;
Specific vulnerable populations, including patients undergoing
chemotherapy or hemodialysis and requiring transplants, as well as
pregnant persons, newborns and cross-border workers; and
Other essential workers, as defined by provincial orders.
“We're laser-focused on ramping up our testing capacity so we can
protect the most vulnerable in our communities and those who protect
them, like our front line health care workers and first responders,” said
Premier Doug Ford. “By expanding our testing capacity, we will be
able to find cases faster, intervene earlier, reduce the spread, and save
lives.”
By implementing this strategy, Ontario expects to double the number
of tests processed each day to 8,000 by April 15 and 14,000 by April 29,
at which point overall lab capacity will have been further expanded.
“By significantly increasing the number of tests each day, we will
identify cases early, contain them and prevent putting more people at
risk,” said Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health.
“Doing so is especially important for priority groups like hospital inpatients, long-term care home residents and our brave frontline health
care workers and first responders, all of whom are more vulnerable to
being exposed to this virus. Nothing is more important than protecting
their health and wellbeing.”
This testing strategy follows extensive efforts to expand Ontario's lab
testing capacity, which helped to quickly eliminate a backlog of approximately 10,000 people within less than two weeks. To date, the
province has conducted over 94,000 tests.
The province has re-established same-day testing results, which are
now conveniently accessible to patients through a new user-friendly
online portal. This portal will help ease pressure on public health units
and frontline workers, allowing them to focus their efforts on combating COVID-19. The province is also helping to significantly expand the
capacity of public health units to conduct contact tracing and case management, both of which are critical to stopping the spread of the virus,
by enabling the use of volunteers, including retired nurses and medical
students.
People who have tested negative for COVID-19 must still follow all
precautions, including staying at home except to pick up essential supplies like groceries and prescriptions, and keeping at least two-meters
apart from others. While an individual may receive a negative test at a
given moment in time, the individual is still able to contract and spread
the virus.

Glengarry's own Dr. Melissa Yuan-Innes shared her medical expertise
with more than a million Canadians last Friday evening when she was
one of two medical experts to discuss COVID-19 on CBC's The
National.
Dr. Yuan-Innes, who lives near North Lancaster and works at Hôpital
Glengarry Memorial Hospital in Alexandria, was asked if “in order to
perform an essential service like repairing a furnace or plumbing a leak,
is it okay to enter a stranger's home if they agree to not be there?”
She responded that when entering a stranger's house, you should
still wash your hands for 20 seconds regardless if anyone is there or
not. She also mentioned hearing about a plumbers' group that recommended wearing safety glasses and a face shield in order to not be contaminated by feces.
“Glove up, wash up, and thank you very much for performing your
essential service,” she said.
Later, she weighed in on the controversial subject of whether it's
okay to go outside for a run.
“You can always run by yourself but if you're COVID positive, we'd
like you to self-isolate,” she said, adding that it would be nice if runners
would wear cloth masks.
Dr. Yuan-Innes appeared on the program with Dr. Isaac Bogoch,
Infectious Disease Specialist with the University Health Network.

Special discounts
Imran Bajwa, owner of the Alexandria Ultramar gas station, reports
that his business has been giving $10 discounts on every fill-up of fuel
to hospital and emergency workers. “This is our way of saying thanks
to these community members who are at the front line fighting COVID
19 during this hard time,” he says. “We are getting on an average about
17 to 23 customers a day benefiting from this community program.”
Visit the Church of Your Choice

MARCOUX
ROAD
BIBLE
CHURCH

Adult Sunday
School – 10:15 am
Service – 11 am
Bible Study – Weds
6:30 pm

WHERE BIBLICAL TRUTH MATTERS
AND HOPE IN GOD IS RENEWED
19755 Marcoux Rd., Alexandria

TEL: 613-525-0876

Proud Sponsor of Pet of the Week
GORDON SCOTT CAMPBELLL B.A. LL.B. B.C.L.
Lawyer • Avvocat
Alexandria • Lancaster • Cornwall
@acmlawfirm.ca
613-363-6646 • info@
Fa m i l yy,, Cri m i n a l , Bus i n ess , Im m i gra ti on Law

PET OF THE WEEK

TOM and JERRY are a bonded
pair of 7-month-old kittens

PLEASE NOTE: the Animal Centre will
be closed to the public due to COVID-19.
Tom and Jerry will be available for
adoption once the centre re-opens!

We were born in a barn and are a
bit shy around humans! But we're
young and willing to trust, and
we'd love a quiet home with a patient owner who will be happy to
wait for us to get comfortable in
our new digs. We're best as a team.
which is why we want to be
adopted together. Are you ready to
watch us blossom?

Call OSPCA at 613-936-0072 or visit the animals
for adoption at www.sdg.ontariospca.ca

550 Boundary Road, Cornwall
Fax: 613-936-0137
Email: sdg@ospca.on.ca

Adoption hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat.: 10:30 am - 4 pm;
Thurs.: 10:30 am - 5 pm; Sundays and Holidays: CLOSED

Every single day animals arrive needing our help. Please drop by the
shelter during adoption hours to visit the animals, or browse our site
(www.sdg.ontariospca.ca) and view our adoptable animals on-line.
Find your friend for life!
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Non-profit
groups in rural
Ontario hard
hit by virus
Non-profit groups in rural
Ontario are being hard hit by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Rural organizations have been
uniquely affected, with some
identifying further social isolation
because of the lack of transportation, and the lack of reliable internet access and suitable bandwidth. “Remote work is impossible in rural Ontario,” said one respondent.
The comment was made when
the Ontario Nonprofit Network
(ONN) conducted a poll of nonprofit and charitable organizations across the province.
Ontario’s 58,000 nonprofits and
charities are facing a triple threat
as a result of COVID-19, cautions
ONN.
Close to 75 per cent of organizations have abruptly lost revenue from fund-raising activities,
while 73 per cent grapple with
the closure of offices and cancellation of programs and services,
and over a third face unprecedented human resource challenges with staff and volunteers.
Nonprofit leaders are concerned about the safety of their
employees, many of whom are
front-line staff with insufficient
access to personal protective
equipment. Leaders are also worried about the capacity of their organizations to carry out their missions amid the crisis.
“Every part of our sector is affected. Nonprofits exist to serve
others and Ontario communities
will suffer if nonprofits don’t survive and thrive now and beyond
this crisis. Relief can’t come soon
enough,” said Cathy Taylor,
Executive Director of the Ontario
Nonprofit Network.
However, even in the face of
challenging times nonprofits remain resilient and innovative,
working on the front lines to support their communities. Almost 50
per cent of nonprofits are open
and operating, but with modified
regular operations, and in some
cases moving to online operations. Most of the respondents (42
per cent) serve local communities.

ONN is calling for governments to provide stabilization
funding for the nonprofit sector,
flexibility in public and private
funding agreements, immediate
assistance for operating expenses,
including rent and mortgage relief, and paid sick leave and other
worker supports.
Key findings from survey
respondents
Almost 20 per cent of nonprofits
have closed their doors - at least
for now - because of the pandemic, or are making plans to do
so.
Over three-quarters of respondents have experienced disruption of services to clients and
communities.
Revenue
Almost 75 per cent have seen reduced revenue from fundraising,
with the hard-hit arts sector reporting an 81 per cent reduction
in ticket and event sales
The impact of the COVID-19
pandemic will cost almost half of
the organizations between
$50,000 and $250,000 each
Of those continuing operations,
almost 22 per cent will need less
than $50,000 to maintain operations and meet demand during
the pandemic, while 17 per cent
will need $50,000 to $100,000.
Nonprofits are experiencing
staff and volunteer absences of 35
per cent, likely due to concerns
about contagion in doing their
work.
One third of respondents indicated their organization has either
reduced hours for workers or
have laid off staff. “Arts organizations are having to cancel shows,
recreation centres have been shut
during the state of emergency,
and front-line social services and
residential homes are struggling
to provide services safely without
access to adequate testing and
personal protection equipment.
Catering, courier, and retail social
enterprises that employ people
with disabilities have had to close
up shop. Food banks are running
low on provisions and volunteers,” said Ms. Taylor.

Government to
extend measures for
another month
The Ontario government has extended until April 23 all emergency orders that have been put in place to try to stop the spread
of COVID-19.
At the same time, Premier Doug Ford said Monday that the
provincial legislature would hold an emergency session Tuesday
to further extend measures by another 28 days.
Ontario reported a six-per-cent increase in new cases Monday.
The measures include the closure of outdoor amenities in parks
and recreational areas, non-essential workplaces, public places
and bars and restaurants, along with restrictions on social gatherings and the prohibition of price gouging.
In addition, new measures have been introduced to address
surge capacity in retirement homes, restrict recreational camping
on Crown land, and allow the repurposing of existing buildings
and temporary structures. All of these actions are based on the
advice of Ontario's Chief Medical Officer of Health.
“I understand the actions we are taking are affecting the lives
and livelihoods of people across the province, but these are extraordinary times and we need to do whatever we can to keep
individuals and families safe and stop the spread of this terrible
virus,” said Premier Doug Ford. “We all must continue to do our
part by staying home and practicing physical distancing. With
the proper precautions and additional measures we're taking
today, I am confident we will get through this together and
stronger.”

Volunteer hub
The Government of Ontario is partnering with SPARK Ontario to
help seniors and the most vulnerable stay connected and healthy as
they self isolate during the COVID-19 outbreak.
SPARK Ontario is the province's first bilingual volunteer hub designed to direct volunteers to where they are needed most. The needs
of each community vary, but groups across the province are looking
for volunteers to help deliver food or medicines, run errands or checkup on seniors and the most vulnerable by phone or email while they
self-isolate.
Seniors, people with disabilities, and others in need of assistance can
also be connected to essential services in their community at any time
by visiting www.211ontario.ca or by dialing 211 or 1-877-330-3212 (toll
free). TTY service is also available by dialing 1-888-340-1001.
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Precious donations to
hospital, paramedics

HOSPITAL HELP: The St. Lawrence River Institute has donated a box of N95 masks and 14 boxes
of gloves to Cornwall Community Hospital. Lab coordinator Luc St. Pierre is shown with the
SUBMITTED PHOTO
donations.

Location debate ends
BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff
A two-year-long debate regarding the ideal location for South
Glengarry’s new public works
garage and yard was settled last
week when council called a tender to have the structure built on
Airport Road, adjacent to the winter road materials storage facility
constructed in 2017.
Ewen MacDonald, the township’s general manager of infrastructure services, referred to the
controversy surrounding the site
of the new building during the
April 6 council meeting.
“There’s been much discussion
on this project over the past couple of years as this is a significant
investment and council needs to
feel confident that they select an
optimal location of the new facility to serve the needs of the roads
division for today’s operational requirements and for the future,”
said Mr. MacDonald.
He also pointed out that council
and township administration
have had the opportunity to analyze reports from two separate
sources over the past couple of
years – one from EVB Engineering
in Cornwall, and the other, a peer
review of the EVB study by two
United Counties of Stormont,
Dundas and Glengarry administrative officials, Ben de Haan,
Director of Transportation and
Planning and Trevor Baker,
Manager of Operations.
EVB submitted its report in
August 2018, while Mr. de Haan
and Mr. Baker reviewed that document and forwarded their comments to the township last month.
The EVB study included the
evaluation of two initial options –
constructing the new public
works garage as “one centrally-located facility to service the municipality,” or continuing to operate
two separate facilities by maintaining the exiting garage in
North Lancaster while building
the new structure.
Mr. MacDonald said further
analysis of the second option additionally considered three suboptions – “doing nothing” by
maintaining the existing and

aging facility in Williamstown;
constructing a new facility at a
“west centralized location”; or
building the new garage on
Airport Road.
EVB concluded that the
Williamstown facility should be
relocated to the Airport Road site
and that the municipality should
continue to operate the existing
North Lancaster site, and also construct the new public works facility on Airport Road.
Mr. de Haan and Mr. Baker
backed those suggestions. “But
they also did offer some additional recommendations for future
considerations such as consideration to deploy the entire winter
force from the Airport Road site,
but only at such time as when the
North Lancaster facility has
reached the end of its useful life,”
said Mr. MacDonald. “At that time
as well, we would look at a road
optimization, if that was something that council wanted to consider then. But in the EVB report,
that was not one of the major
items.”
Mr. MacDonald added that the
design for the facility “is in the
works,” and once council had approved the location, those plans
would be finalized and then
brought back to council for further
review and discussion.
However, he warned that the
pandemic could influence the
project’s timeline. “Hopefully,
we would be able to bring this forward as a project in 2020,” said
Mr. MacDonald. “Of course, with
all of the issues around COVID19, that would be conditional with
what’s happening with the construction industry, in that we
might not be able to move forward. But we do feel that we still
want to continue with the design
and selection of the location so
that we are able to proceed with
the project when we are able to
do so.”
He added the current draft design for the garage calls for a fivebay, drive-through structure “that
would allow for 10 units to be
parked, which is essentially the 10
plows that we have.”
He also told council that the

Airport Road site has “sufficient
capacity to expand the garage,
with another two bays, or three
bays, or four bays, whatever
would be required, at some point
in the future.”
Council expressed its desire to
at least lay the groundwork for
the construction process. “I think
it’s time to put this issue to bed.
I’m going to definitely vote in
favour of going ahead with this
location,” said Councillor Martin
Lang. “I know the province has
put everything on hold, and
we’ve all put our lives on hold because of COVID-19, but if we get
things up and running in the next
month or so, I would like to see us
doing our part. We have this
money set aside already. Let’s get
it ready to go. We’ve been talking
about this for a couple of years
now.”
Mayor Frank Prevost suggested
that the design should be undertaken with an eye towards the future. “If we’re talking about at
some point not operating out of
the North Lancaster garage. I’m
just wondering if the design today
should be based on a full garage,
instead of adding on, and adding
on, and adding on,” he said.
“With the issues that we’re
going through today, with
COVID-19, the federal and
provincial governments are going
to be in a financial pinch over the
next couple of years, and maybe
they’ll be looking at cutbacks to
municipalities, so we may not
have that excess funding from the
upper-tiers to help us out…to add
on to this garage.”
Mayor Prevost would prefer
that the design incorporate a bigger structural footprint while the
process is in its formative stages.
“I’d rather see a larger garage
because we’re looking at 50 to 75
years down the road,” he added.
Mr. MacDonald replied that “if
it was council’s wish to see that
we have space, now, for an additional three or four plow units…I
would certainly consider that as
part of the design, and take that
direction.” The facility was previously approved for 2020 with a
budget of just over $1.3 million.

Service deal still alive
PITCHING IN: La Cité collégiale has donated to Cornwall-SDG paramedics 10,000 items of personal
protective equipment, including over 6,000 N95 masks. Pictured are Paul St-Onge of La Cité and
SUBMITTED PHOTO
Deputy Chief Wayne Markell.

Message from MPP
By Jim McDonell MPP,
Stormont-Dundas-South Glengarry
I want to thank everyone for
working together to slow the
spread of the Coronavirus
(COVID-19). The slowdown is
critical, as it protects our friends
and families by giving the health
care system time to secure necessary medical and personal protective equipment (PPE). I want to
give a special thanks to all the
frontline medical and support
workers who are putting in countless hours to ensure the health of
our people.
The ask is simple. Stay at home,
and if you must go out to pick up
food and other essential items,
please maintain your two-metre
personal separation and wash
your hands often with soap and
water.
To be clear, every precaution we
undertake has a significant impact.
If we had not taken any action
at all, our forecasts projected
300,000 Ontarians with the virus
by the end of April, which would
have overwhelmed our health
care system and result in 6,000
deaths.
Thankfully, with your help and
quick action, we were able to
soften the impact significantly.
But more needed to be done, for
nothing is more important than
protecting the health and wellbeing of Ontarians.
So, on the advice of Ontario’s
Medical Officer of Health, more
businesses were ordered closed

until at least April 19. The updated
list of essential businesses is available at www.Ontario.ca/stopthespread and the Business
Information Line at 1-888-4443659.
We understand that school and
child care closures have disrupted
family life, and our Government
will do whatever it takes to support you and keep you safe. As
part of its $17 billion plan, we are
providing over $300 million in relief to parents in Ontario. Families
will be eligible to receive a onetime payment of $200 for each
child aged 0 to 12, or $250 for children 21 years old and younger
with special needs. This funding
will flow to parents directly, to
offer them immediate relief during these challenging times, and
can
be
accessed
at
Ontario.ca/page/get-support-families
The Ontario Government is taking further action to combat this
virus by actively recruiting health
care workers to increase the frontline capacity of hospitals, clinics,
and assessment centres. It
launched the Health Workforce
Matching Portal and is available
at www.Ontario.ca/covid/19
The portal is designed to match
the province's health care needs
with retired, non-active, or internationally trained health care professionals, students, and volunteers with health care experience.
We are very grateful for those
stepping up during these unprecedented times.
Ontario teachers have reached

out to their students to restart the
education learning process.
A variety of online tools and
courses are being utilized to enable students to continue and
complete their school year during
this school closure.
I know it may not be easy, but
our teachers are working hard to
give our students the opportunity
to succeed during these trying
times.
The Government was able to secure sufficient test kits and
reagent supplies to ramp up the
province’s testing capabilities.
Testing is crucial in assessing our
progress and developing ongoing
plans to limit the spread of
COVID-19. Premier Ford has
challenged our health teams to
eliminate any bottlenecks and
ramp up testing to its full 13,000
tests per day capability.
The technical limitations of the
current testing procedures cause
a delay in obtaining results, creating many challenges for our
health professionals.
We look forward to new testing
technologies that will provide almost immediate results. This new
game-changing process is anticipated within weeks.
Remember that all activities are
restricted to groups of less than
five people unless you are from
the same household.
Remember that if you need to
take a walk outside, please maintain social distancing of at least
two metres.
Take care, stay home, and stay
safe.

BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff
South Glengarry Mayor Frank
Prevost remains determined to
maintain discussions with the City
of Cornwall regarding the procurement of water and wastewater services on Boundary Road,
despite the current pandemic-induced restrictions affecting all aspects of society.
“I just want to stay on top of it.
I know that we are under certain
issues with COVID-19, but we still
need to run the municipality as
much as we possibly can,” Mayor
Prevost said at last week’s meeting. “And if we have to do a presentation the same way that we’re
doing our council meetings now,
to the City of Cornwall, I’m prepared to do that. I just want to
continue moving ahead as time
goes on.”
His comments came after general manager of infrastructure
services Ewen MacDonald provided an update on the talks. He
said he was “awaiting the third
party consultant’s review” of reports regarding the project, which
the firm received in early March.
“Once we have that, we’ll be
ready to go back and have further
discussions,” he added.
Councillor Sam McDonell said
he would like to see negotiations
continue. “Due to COVID-19, we
are suffering some setbacks and
some slowdowns, but this is one
(project) that I would really like to
see pushed on, and really get to
the bottom of,” said Coun.
McDonell. “I know, before maybe
we are suspending council meetings to an extent, and I know that
the City of Cornwall is making
motions that maybe they
wouldn’t hold some council meetings, and they’d really limit
them…I’d like to get this done as
soon as possible.”
In December, Mr. Prevost had
expressed his frustration with the
seemingly stalled efforts to see the
servicing project come to fruition.
“It’s been seven years that we’ve

been negotiating with the city,
and there are people on Boundary

Road who want to develop tomorrow,” stated the mayor.

Pierre & Mathieu Desforges
Tel: 613-524-2177
St-Isidore, ON
www.desforgeswater.com
info@desforgeswater.com

Propane

Propane

ST. ISIDORE
613-524-2079
1-800-465-4927

PERTH
KINGSTON
KAZABAZUA, QC

www.mmenarddenturists.com
• Partial, complete and dental implant prosthesis
• Immediate appointments & repairs
• Free Consultation • Insurance accepted

39 years
in Business!

450-265-3332
50 Ste-Catherine (Main), St-Polycarpe, QC
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No May return for soccer
Ontario Soccer has announced that all sanctioned in-person soccer events and activities
for the month of May have been cancelled or
postponed.
The Glengarry Soccer League notes, “If you
are still thinking of registering for the
Glengarry Soccer League, please do so online
at glengarrysoccerleague.ca. This way, we can
be fully prepared to kick off the Return to Play
season when announced.”
All registrations are online. Payment is not

required at this time.
“However, if you are not registered if/when
the decision is made that the GSL can start, we
will not accept late registrations to allow us to
have as quick a start up as possible. To be clear,
you can register without having to pay until
the season starts. For those of you who have
registered and paid, in the event that there is
no outdoor season, refunds will be issued
when that decision is made,” the GSL says.
As social or physical distancing is not a con-

cern in an online, isolated environment, activities that can be completed online, such as
Match Official Accreditation Clinics, some
Coaching Courses, registering for future events
and competitions such as Ontario Cup, or the
outdoor season registration and other activities
that do not require public or private gathering,
will continue until further notice. “We hope
you are all staying safe and healthy.”
Questions can be directed to glengarrysoccerleague@live.ca

CONTENTIOUS SITE: Excavation has begun in preparation for construction of a new barn on the Suter farm where the location of
RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTO
a new nearby manure pit has raised concerns among neighbours.

Pit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A description of the manure pit
will be available a few days before
the meeting, on the township’s
website. The committee of adjustment meeting will be held at 6:30

p.m. April 27 via teleconference.
Mr. Rhéaume encourages residents “not to listen to hearsay” and
to call municipal planner Kasia
Olszewska (613-525-1110, ext. 232)

to share their concerns. Mr.
Bornstein observes that reducing
the setback between the pit and a
residence to the west of the farm
cannot be considered “minor.”

Pandemic forces cancellation
of Maxville Fair
This year's edition of the Maxville Fair has been cancelled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“In this time of uncertainty, for the protection of our volunteers and
for the protection of our community the Board of Directors of the
Maxville Fair wishes to advise the 2020 Maxville Fair is officially cancelled,” said a statement issued by the board Monday morning.
“This was not an easy decision and was made after much consideration, discussion and anxiety. We thank everyone for their support over
the past years and we look forward to planning the 2021 Maxville fair.”
The exhibition is an important summer event, especially where agriculture is concerned. For many local 4-H members, it's one of the earliest events of the year. For the Holstein community, the fair is even

bigger as the annual open Holstein show brings in animals from across
and outside the province.
This year's exhibition was slated to run June 26-28. Maxville's is one
of the earliest in the province. Most of Ontario's county fairs take place
in August and September with a handful in July and October.
According to the Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies, Maxville
is only one of eight fairs to take place in June.
Records show that the first agricultural fair was staged in Athol. There
would have been no structures, only benches.
Formally founded in 1888, the fair was moved to Maxville in 1889.
The prize money amounted to about $500 and as many as 3,000 to
4,000 people attended.
-- Steven Warburton

Tourism promoters move
forward through uncertain times
Tourism promoters are working behind the scenes to ensure businesses will be ready to greet visitors when the COVID-19 crisis is over.
The Tourism Development Corporation of Cornwall (TDCC) met recently by conference call to discuss a number of items. The Board reviewed applications, and discussed refining the application process as
well as the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“The COVID-19 situation is having a dramatic effect on events,
tourism businesses and the tourism industry as a whole. These are uncertain times as we do not know how long measures will be in place.
We have to move forward as best we can to ensure we are ready to
welcome visitors once people are able to travel,” said TDCC Chair
Etienne Saint-Aubin.
Some events that have already received funding have been forced to
postpone until next year. The TDCC plans to work with each of those
affected applicants to determine the best course of action.
“As we are uncertain how long this will last, the board has agreed to
review applications as scheduled, but will make all future funding
awards conditional on the event taking place,” Mr. Saint-Aubin said.
“We are also very aware that this pandemic will have a huge effect on
the funds that will be available for distribution in 2021, so this is also
being taken into account in decisions we are making now.”
As previously announced the TDCC board will take a brief pause on
accepting applications for the month of April to focus on refining the

QUIET PITCHES: Area soccer fields will be silent for the foreseeable future as the COVID-19 pandemic has forced the postponement
RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTO
of organized sporting events.

Major leaguer pitches in
BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff
A Major League Baseball pitcher with local ties is among the professional athletes finding ways to thank health care workers fighting the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Jameson Taillon, a Lakeland, Fla. native with dual citizenship whose
father, Mike Taillon, is from St. Andrews West, was among members of
the Pittsburgh Pirates’ organization who recently arranged to have a
lunch of 400 pizzas and pasta dishes from a pair of Pittsburgh-area
restaurants delivered to the medical staff at Allegheny General Hospital.
“We might not be in Pittsburgh, and we don’t have the opportunity
to play in front of our fans and for all of us to be up in the city that’s
kind of become a second home to us and that’s treated us so well,”
Taillon told MLB.com. on March 22.
“We know local businesses are getting crushed and they’re really hurting…Then obviously, the hospitals and the staff working on the front

lines there… putting in extra hours, extra work, exposing themselves.
“This was a way to help. Two birds with one stone. We can help local
restaurants. We can help the hospitals and the workers and show our
appreciation,” Taillon, the Pirates’ MLB Players Association representative, added.
The 28-year-old right-hander is currently among a small group of rehabbing pitchers who have remained at Pittsburgh’s Pirate City spring
training complex in Bradenton, Fla., after Major League Baseball suspended all on-field operations on March 12.
Last August, Taillon underwent his second ulnar collateral ligament
reconstruction procedure (better known as Tommy John surgery) on
his right elbow in five years, an operation that typically sidelines patients
for at least 12 months.
Over a three-plus season big league career, Taillon, a starting pitcher,
has compiled a 29-24 won-lost record with a 3.67 earned run average in
82 starts with the Pirates.

terms, conditions and criteria of the Fund. Unless further restrictions
are issued by the government, the board will once again receive applications beginning May 1.

Tourism Development
Corporation looks
ahead to
post-pandemic visitors
The Board, along with members of the Advisory Committee will be
working to develop the refined application process in a short period
of time.
The board approved two applications at the March meeting for conditional funding. Should these events take place they will receive funding as follows: Cornwall Orioles Spring Tournament, $5,000, Beer,
Bourbon, BBQ and Blues Festival, $10,000. The TDCC Board thanks all
those who are continuing to work on future events and wishes the best
to everyone, especially to the tourism businesses experiencing hardship
in these unprecedented times.
For additional information on the Tourism Development Fund, visit
www.CornwallTourism.com/TDF Questions about the fund can be addressed to Etienne Saint-Aubin, Chair of the TDCC, through Amy
Malyon, Tourism Coordinator at amalyon@cornwall.ca.

SPRING SHOW: As everyone can attest, wild turkeys have made a very successful return to rural areas. A flock of the ubiquitous
fowl was spotted marching across a field near Alexandria last week. The flock included some toms that were showing off their plumage
RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTO
in an attempt to attract a mate.

THE GLENGARRY MYSTIQUE

Connections to the Land of Oz

EXPOSED BLIND: An elevated hunter’s blind was once concealed in a wooded area on Highway 417 near Vankleek Hill has emerged
RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTO
from hiding as a forest has been cleared.

BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff
In January, St. Elmo resident Kim Little,
deeply touched by the wildfires ravaging
Australia and the impact they were having on
the country’s wildlife, joined an organization
dedicated to handcrafting items to help the
kangaroos, koalas, wallabyies and other animals injured and displaced by the resulting
devastation.
Around the same time five years earlier, a
group of four exchange students from ‘Down
Under’ concluded a three-month visit to
Glengarry, during which time they stayed with
host families, attended Glengarry District High
School, and immersed themselves in various
aspects of Canadian, and Glengarrian, cuisine,
culture and heritage.
As it turns out, these two events were only
the latest encounters involving local residents
and the land of “Oz.”
On April 10, 1950, Francis M. Forde,
Australian High Commissioner to Canada, and
former Australian prime minister, came to
Alexandria, where he addressed attendees at a

local Kinsmen chapter dinner and meeting at
the Hub Restaurant (today the North
Glengarry Restaurant).
A brief article on the front page of the April
7 issue of The News, describing Mr. Forde’s impending arrival, states that he had assumed
high commissioner duties in January 1947, and
since then, “has visited every part of Canada
and has been in great demand as a public
speaker.”
The following week, an extensive review of
Mr. Forde’s speech, described as “an interesting
and instructive insight into life in Australia and
that sister dominion’s place in the
Commonwealth of Nations,” appeared in the
paper.
During his lengthy discourse, Mr. Forde
made a series of references that surely would
have pleased the crowd.
“In Australia, census-taking people are not
asked, as they are in Canada, to give their race.
There is no way of measuring exactly the numbers of people of Scottish descent in Australia,
(but) all the evidence suggests that the number
is well over a million,” he said.

The country/continent’s population at the
time was approximately 8.2 million.
“And the Scots have played in Australia a
part even bigger than their numbers would
seem to warrant,” added Mr. Forde, singling
out John MacArthur, the founder of Australia’s
woolgrowing industry, and Lachlan
Macquarie, the Governor of New South Wales
from 1810 to 1821, whom he stated “did much
to shape the new nation,” as prominent
Aussies with Gaelic roots.
Mr. Forde also told the crowd that Australia
had two communities named Alexandria –
one a “busy, industrial suburb of Sydney,” the
other, the headquarters of Alexandria Downs,
“a great cattle” ranch in the country’s Northern
Territory.
He pointed out that his homeland had two
Glengarrys as well.
“One is a pleasant village of 250 people in the
north of the garden island of Tasmania, the
Prince Edward Island of Australia. The other
is a rather large place in the Gippsland region
of Victoria,” in southern Australia, said Mr.
Forde.
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Bill McKenzie: He served with care, understanding
BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff
Though he was a member of
South Glengarry council for a
decade, former Bainsville resident
Bill McKenzie’s death late last year
went practically unreported until
the most recent township council
meeting.
“Unfortunately, with regrets, we
recently heard of the passing of
one of our former councillors, Bill
McKenzie,” Mayor Frank Prevost
stated during the opening of the
April 6 (virtual) regular council
meeting, before requesting a moment of silence.
Mayor Prevost also asked that
township staff lower the flag outside the municipal hall in
Lancaster for one week in Mr.
McKenzie’s memory.
When contacted by The News last
week, retired long-time South
Glengarry clerk Marilyn LeBrun,
who’d been acquainted with Mr.

McKenzie on a professional level
since the mid-2000s, said the news
of his passing caught her off-guard
as well.
“I was shocked…He died in
December, but I’m not sure
where,” said Mrs. LeBrun.
“Bill was a very private person,
but I’m glad Frank (Mayor
Prevost) mentioned him, as he
served the community for a number of years. He served his residents with care and understanding and was always willing to help
someone through the bumps and
grinds. I will always fondly remember him.”
Mrs. LeBrun added that Mr.
McKenzie “wasn’t living at home”
at the time of his passing, and that
she’s “been unsuccessful” in finding an online notice or obituary
pertaining to his death.
Before retiring and coming to
South Glengarry with his wife,
Joan, circa the early 2000s, Mr.

McKenzie was a long-time resident of Montreal’s West Island
where he owned a small high-tech

Mr. McKenzie was first elected
to South Glengarry council, as a
councillor, in 2006, serving in that
role until the fall of 2011, at which
time he was promoted to deputymayor – replacing then-deputy-

cessitated triple cardiac valve replacement surgery in early 2013 –
forced Mr. McKenzie to take an
11-month-long paid leave of absence (from October 2012 to
September 2013).

Former South Glengarry
council member
was “willing to
help someone through
the bumps and grinds.”
Bill McKenzie

company.
After moving to Bainsville, the
couple owned and operated the
Border Par 3 golf course for 20plus years, until Mrs. McKenzie’s
death last year.

mayor Ian McLeod, who assumed
the mayor’s seat when Mayor Jim
McDonell was elected MPP for
Stormont-Dundas-South
Glengarry.
During his tenure as deputymayor, medical issues – which ne-

He was re-elected in 2014, but
failed to retain his council seat in
the fall 2018 municipal election.
Apart from his entrepreneurial
and political careers, Mr.
McKenzie was also an avid sports
fan, as well as an accomplished

amateur athlete in his youth.
A 1965 graduate of Ryerson
University’s business program
(merchandising administration),
he was a ‘double threat’ for the
varsity’s Rams, both on the ice and
the gridiron.
Young Bill captained the
school’s hockey team from 1963 to
1965, doubling as the club’s manager in his final season.
He was the team’s top scorer in
all three of his seasons, leading the
Rams to the OIAA (Ontario
Intercollegiate
Athletic
Association) championship in
1962/’63.
Mr. McKenzie was also the football team’s co-captain in 1964.
A 2003 electee to Ryerson
University’s Athletics Hall of
Fame, he was also the only man to
win the school’s Athlete of the
Year and Greatest Contribution to
Athletics awards in the same season (1964/’65).

DOUBLE TREAT: Mother Nature presented a compelling celestial show last week when the pink moon appeared. Some viewers got a double treat when the beam was reflected in a pool of
RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTOS
water.

Eager boaters urged
to stay on shore
Spring is in the air and much of
the ice on area lakes and rivers
has melted away, tempting
boaters to venture out.
Warmer air temperatures, however, provide a false sense of security as the water is still extremely cold and even strong
swimmers are unable to cope
with the cold water shock and
lose muscle control very quickly.
East Region OPP encourages
the public to follow the Ontario
Ministry of Health's recommendations to stay home and avoid
non-essential travel in order to
limit the spread of COVID-19, but
if you must be on the waterways,
here are a few reminders and

safety tips: Always wear a life
jacket, it will significantly increase
your chance of surviving the cold
water, should you be exposed;
Share your plans and a timeline
with someone you trust;
Check the weather before you
go out and check the water temperature;
If it is very cold, consider staying off the water;
Ensure that you have the necessary safety equipment on
board.
Emergency situations that arise
either on the water or at water-access only locations can be very
stressful and dangerous for
emergency responders.

Reclaim your home from unwanted guests.

EXTREMES: Mother Nature threw a little bit of everything at us over the last few days. Water levels at the Glengarry Golf Course in
RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTOS
Alexandria were particularly high.
STANDING OUT: When it comes to natural colours, few birds
can surpass the brilliance of the male cardinal, as evidenced by
this photo by Kathy Hebb, of Lancaster.

Specializing in residential and
commercial extermination of:
•Cluster Flies •Ladybugs •Earwigs
•Spiders
•Ticks
•Ants
•Etc.

Canadian Pest Control Services
Chris Leblanc, prop.
Alexandria

Residential • Commercial

613-525-0838

1-888-566-7317

Eliminates high
heating bills.
Up to

2500*

$

Instant Rebate

The Classic Edge is the perfect combination
of performance and value
• Easy to operate and easy to maintain
• Easy to operate and easy to maintain
• EPA-Certified, clean-burning
• Stainless models available, ask about
our Titanium Series

Ferme

MAIVIEW FARM
E. and R. Maither

2130, 1st Concession, Athelstan, Qc

1-450-264-5921
(bilingual)

POPULAR SPOT: Bird feeders continue to attract fine-feathered
friends even as more food sources become available.

1-450-264-6937
email: er.maither@sympatico.ca

Outdoor Wood Furnace

CentralBoiler.com
16-3012

SALES, INSTALLATION and SERVICE is our MOTTO
*Instant rebate of $2,500 off of select in-stock Central Boiler outdoor furnace models, available at
participating dealers only. Savings shown is on an E-Classic 1450 model. See dealer for details.
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Farmers prepare for full impact of pandemic

TRASH

TALK
By Laura Peck
Four weeks with COVID-19. Business as usual is dead. Free or
discounted online alternatives have thrived to the benefit of isolated customers and staff members. Marc, an elected president
of a professional association, was quick to plan the very first virtual executive committee meeting ever. We all appreciated the
effectiveness of the 90-minute discussion. Most stay-at-home
board members, while revealing their makeshift den, seemed to
enjoy sipping a glass of wine. I proudly joined the group of virtual-relationship late-adopters. Fortunately, no one recorded my
first attempts at online meetings, mistakes and missteps. No one
accounted for the four-letter words that went with them. Trials
and errors reward patient learners, right? In many unsuspected
ways.
Monique is a quiet, compassionate great-gran. The elder in our
family, in France, our 85-year-old auntie, speaks almost daily
with one of her six children. She could not live without her landline nor her cell phone. She had no interest nor skills in virtual
reality whatsoever. Yet, she succeeded in partaking in our third
family virtual café, last Sunday. Kind smiles and simple how-to
advice helped her join and make her voice heard, questions answered and words of wisdom listened to.
Virtual as online, reality as in real life. This kind of virtual reality brings comfort, smiles and laughter. Technology is teaching
some of us how to live, love and laugh together. Today’s technology facilitates and fosters human connections social beasts
need. When you think humans have stopped surprising you,
they still surprise you. When humans put their mind to it, they
are successful with technology. I wonder what will happen
when humans will put their mind to healthy consumption and
growth! It’s easy to find new or forgotten path. Look up to leaders you respect. Look out the window. Observe Mother Nature.
Before, during and after COVID-19, nature consistently shows
us plenty of examples to reflect upon: timing, balance, struggles
and resilience. To name just a few.
I’m grateful to live in Eastern Ontario. Such an open and generous terrain. Each kilometre I add to my daily walk helps me
reconnect to Nature. Thus, to myself. Yeah, I have to admit I
only recently got the nature part in “human nature.”
I like it. I won’t give it away.
Late adopters welcome. Please send your questions or lateadoption comments to laurapeck@lapublishers.ca or
richard@glengarrynews.ca

By Drew Spoelstra,
Executive Member
Ontario Federation of Agriculture
As spring rolls on and the pressures of COVID-19 unfold,
Ontario farmers are bracing for the
full impact of this pandemic.
Many sectors within the agri-food
value chain are already dealing
with significant ramifications of
the virus – from labour shortages,
excess product supply and reduced processing capacity, to raw
dairy products being dumped,
cancelled or reduced contracts and
prolonged delays in feed and supply deliveries.
The agri-food industry anticipates more challenges as the
growing season moves forward
with the expectation that every
farm and agri-business will be impacted to some degree by disruptions along the supply chain.
A drastic shift in consumer
spending and shopping patterns
at grocery stores along with unexpected overnight changes in markets like restaurants, schools, community and recreational facilities
has required the entire food value
chain to fundamentally rebalance
the distribution of products. With
an excess supply of fresh products
and the fluctuation in consumer
demand, many Ontario farmers
and agriculture organizations are
donating their goods to food
banks and shelters in an effort to
adjust to the new realities of our
supply chain. Supporting
Ontarians in need through
COVID-19 offers a glimmer of
light and positivity during an otherwise difficult situation for our industry.
The Ontario Federation of
Agriculture (OFA) understands
the transition to the new normal
of the value chain will take time,
but it’s important to remember we
are all in this together, and we are
advocating for workable solutions
to ensure production and process-

ing across the agri-food sector is
maintained. We are regularly engaging with our members and industry organizations for perspectives and insights on how COVID19 is impacting farm businesses.
OFA members are sharing their
concerns about accessing necessary inputs, safety and sanitation
needs, veterinary supplies, livestock bedding and equipment
parts. They are also concerned
about access to farm services like
agronomists, nutritionists, veterinarians and mechanics. OFA recognizes each service provider is
making modifications to their
businesses to keep their staff safe
while serving the needs of their
customers, and this new situation
could result in some service delays.
CropLife Canada reports that
most seed and early-season pesticides are already within the
Canadian supply chain and there
are no concerns about supply
shortages at this time. The organization also notes their members
throughout the supply chain have

implemented a number of
COVID-19 contingency plans to
ensure employees are protected
and farmers receive essential crop
inputs in a timely manner
throughout the growing season.
As the COVID-19 response continues to evolve, farmers may
need to adopt new farm practices
to manage social distancing, including video conferencing with
crop specialists and sending high
quality images of problem areas to
their agronomists. Farmers are encouraged to be proactive and communicate with retailers to schedule deliveries and pick-ups of crop
inputs.The Ontario Agri-Business
Association (OABA) offers suggestions for farmers to help the retail
sector manage during these challenging circumstances.
Reduce the number of trips, visits and contacts where possible.
Maximize deliveries by considering what products could be delivered at the same time instead of
separate shipments.
Provide a detailed description of
where deliveries should be placed.

And when deliveries arrive, do not
meet with delivery staff – always
maintain physical distancing.
We are all living in a period of
adjustment and uncertainty. We
can work together to keep our
businesses and industry moving
with as little disruption as possible.
CropLife Canada reminds growers
that our industry continues to adhere to public health recommendations regarding physical distancing and hygiene and is adapting how we do business to ensure
farmers get the support they need
as they head into the planting season. CropLife Canada and the
plant science industry is also looking at what the longer-term impacts of COVID-19 might be and
are watching how the pandemic
develops in places like India and
China, where a significant amount
of pesticide manufacturing happens.
Spring is already one of the
busiest, most stressful times on the
farm. This year, we all need to
work patiently and understand
we’re all affected in one way or

BLENDING IN: A deer quickly blends in with a stand of corn. As farmers prepare to return to
working the land, like everyone else, they are bracing for the immediate and short-term effects of
RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTO
COVID-19.

Have you read The News?
Another study confirms that print is still
very fine when it comes to
getting your message across
to your customers,
without bugging them.

another. If you have concerns
about inputs and product availability, reach out to your supplier.
If you’re having a hard time managing stress or coping with the unexpected, reach out and talk to
someone you trust or access mental health support at ofa.on.ca/resources/managing-farm-stress-

during-covid-19. OFA is working
with government leaders and industry organizations to ensure the
challenges and frustrations faced
by our members and everyone
along the agri-food supply chain
are heard and considered as new
accommodations and decisions are
being made every day.

A vital network
By Mark Reusser,
Vice President, Ontario
Federation of Agriculture
Our distribution network is one
of the keys to keeping our agrifood system functioning in normal and extraordinary times and
we rely heavily on the trucking
and transportation industry to
make that happen. The trucking
and transportation system is entrenched in the strength, safety
and viability of our entire food
value chain.
The federal government has acknowledged the important role
trucking and transportation plays
in maintaining our food system
by deeming commercial truck
drivers as essential workers
through the COVID-19 pandemic. As farmers, and the foundation of our farm-to-fork value
chain, we rely on truck drivers for
a wide range of goods and services, from farm inputs, equipment
and commodities vital to crop
production through to the delivery of livestock and poultry and
ultimately the distribution of essential food products.
The trucking industry plays an
integral role in our entire food
supply chain and we need to
keep the food production system
operating during this pandemic.
It is estimated that more than 90%
of all consumer products and
foodstuffs are shipped by truck
and there are approximately
200,000 trucks travelling Ontario
roadways on any given day.
That’s why the Ontario
Federation of Agriculture (OFA)
has been advocating with the federal government to keep our
trucking and transportation employees safe and healthy, and the
system moving to ensure
Canadians have continued access
to fresh, healthy and safe food
products during these difficult
times. We’ve also been sharing
that message with our counterparts at the provincial level.
OFA has been engaged in con-

DALKEITH
MAGGIE DEAN
613-874-9994
deantillett@hawkigs.net

Hello, Dalkeith.
I have been so preoccupied with
my sciatic pain that I forgot that
Easter was on top of us. I wish
you a Joyous Easter with hope for
the new world we are now entering! Let us embrace the stillness in
our lives and strive to keep our
planet safe from greed and corruption. I want to thank all my
friends who have made donations
to their local food banks. The need
continues to be great at this time
of global adjustment. You can
send your donations to the
Vankleek Hill food bank at
C.A.F.E. c/o Carol Hall, PO Box 23,
Vankleek Hill, Ontario, K0B 1R0.
For the Alexandria area you can
make a donation to the St.
Vincent-de-Paul food bank at the
Sacred Heart Catholic Church rectory every Tuesday from 9:30 a.m.
to 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
This is the greatest gift of support
at this time. Your generosity will
be the gift of life to many who are
in great need now!
Heads up for who's going to be
80 next week?
But for now let's celebrate our
next batch of April babies. Happy
Birthday to Steve Belding, April
17, Jan Bell, Howard Dawson,
April 18, Peter Gilson, April 20.
You all have a rocking rowdy
time!
Condolences
It is with sadness that we say
farewell to Della Forbes, wife of
the late Lesley Forbes and a longtime member of the Breadalbane
Baptist Church. She went to see
her Lord April 8.
Our sincere condolences to

versations at the federal and
provincial levels of government
on several issues that have been
identified within the trucking industry, including lack of rest
areas, bathroom facilities, food
services and insurance coverage
related to travel in the U.S. OFA
has received confirmation that
OHIP and insurance will continue to cover travel in the U.S.
for the transportation sector – a
critical member of our supply
chain. Premier Doug Ford and
the Ontario government have already committed to keeping the
province’s ONroute Service
Centres open to offer truck drivers access to necessary facilities,
rest stops, food and fuel.
Together, OFA, Food and
Beverage Ontario and the
Ontario Agri-Business Association
recently sent a letter to Minister
Hardeman requesting an exemption from Ontario’s reduced load
period weight restrictions on all
Ontario highways and roads in
response to COVID-19. We’re
asking for this temporary exemption to streamline the movement
of the agri-food value chain, including food products, critical
farm inputs and essential goods
necessary for processing and producing food. Quebec has already
implemented a similar temporary
exemption.
Not only do Ontarians rely on
keeping our trucks on the road,
but farmers and businesses too.
Approximately two-thirds of
Canada-U.S. trade by value is
transported by trucks, including
three-quarters of Ontario’s export
trade to the U.S.
Thank you to everyone working long hours to maintain all of
our businesses along the food
value chain, and ensuring all
Ontarians have access to safe and
reliable food through these times
of unprecedented demand and
uncertainty.
And remember – if you got it, a
truck brought it.
Janet and Jim Fraser and family
on the loss of their mother and
grandmother. A graveside family
service was held April 11 with a
celebration of Della's life to be
held at a later date.
News from away
Both the islands of San
Salvador, Bahamas and Grand
Manan, N.B. are virus free. Very
strict rules were implemented
early in the crisis. My son-in-law
Trevor, trapped on San Salvador,
is still putting the finishing
touches on the house he is building there. I think of him as a modern day Robinson Crusoe. He has
the skull and crossbones flag flying off his wrap-around deck. The
weather is beautiful! Someday
when the horses are history, I will
plunk myself down there on the
beach and watch the sunrise over
the turquoise ocean.
Speaking of horses, Shayla and
I rode on Easter Day, a very lovely
warm ride with well-behaved
Cinderella and Mister Mo. I love
riding on special holidays and my
birthday.
I have to mention the cake that
Ronna from The News made the
other day. It was a toilet paper roll
with red filling and just so delicious looking I could taste it. I sure
would have liked a piece of that.
I leave you with something you
can try out now that the good
weather is here. If you ave a spot
in your garden, try to compost as
much food waste as you can. It
could be behind some tall plants
or a depression in the ground.
Just don't put meat products or fat
in with the waste. It will just turn
to black earth over time that you
can use in your veggie gardens.
Stay positive and safe, we still
have lots of time to get caught up
on our chores. From Breadalbane
with love, Maggie.n

THE GLENGARRY NEWS – ALEXANDRIA, ONTARIO

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2020 – PAGE 11

You can reach us at 613-525-2020; by
fax at 613-525-3824; or by email at
production@glengarrynews.ca
All ads must be paid in advance or by:

C LASSIFIEDS
Office hours: Monday to Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO PLACE ALL ADS UNDER APPROPRIATE CLASSIFICATIONS

Deadline is Monday at 1 p.m.

Death Notices

Births
LANKEN - To Vanessa Bonneau and Sylvan Lanken, a beautiful daughter, born April 8,
2020, in Montreal. All well. Delighted first-time grandparents are Beverly Hanck (late
Michael Bonneau) of Montreal, and Anna McGarrigle and Dane Lanken of R.R. 3,
Alexandria.
15-1nc

In Memoriam
fOrBes, della Margaret
Peacefully at the Community
Nursing Home Alexandria on
Wednesday, April 8, 2020
Della
Forbes
(née
McNaughton) of Vankleek
Hill passed away at the age of
95. Beloved wife of the late
Leslie Forbes. Loving and caring mother of Duncan, Jim
(Heather), Dale McDonald
(Jim), Janice Fraser (Jim) and
Marilyn. Much loved grandmother of Miranda (Matt),
Wynter (Shawn), Kendra Ann
(Chris), Trevor (Sharon), Michael (Morgan), Meaghan,
Kaitlyn, Tara (Andrew), Andrew, Alex (Jess), Ashley
(Justin), Alyssa and Arianna. Cherished great-grandmother of Colby, Dellarae, Hayley, Victoria, Henry, Jordan,
Zachary, Ruby, Brayden, Harrison, Franklin, Lachlan,
Liam and Malcolm. Predeceased by her brothers John,
Lloyd (the late Verda), Elmer (the late Eileen), Clifford, (the
late Enid), Leslie (the late Betty) and her sisters Nina
Newton (the late Russell) and Viola Donaldson (the late
Jim). Also survived by her many nieces and nephews. A
Funeral Service will be held at the Breadalbane Baptist
Church at a future date. Private interment was held at
Breadalbane Cemetery. In memoriam donations to the
Canadian Cancer Society, The Gideons or the Heart & Stroke
Foundation of Ontario would be appreciated. To express your
condolences, make a donation, send flowers or plant a
"Tree of Remembrance" for Della, please visit www.hillcrestfuneralhome.ca Funeral arrangements entrusted to
hillcrest funeral home ltd., 151 Bond street, Vankleek
hill, Ontario K0B 1r0 (866) 678-2001.

Death Notices

STEVE
SWETMAN

In loving memory of my dear
husband, Steve, who passed
away April 17, 2001.
Until we meet again, my love,
You’ll live in my heart forever.
My memories of you will be
My precious jewels to treasure.
Deeply loved and sadly
missed by your wife,
Mavis Fletcher.
15-1p

Coming Events

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
COUNCIL 1919
Spaghetti Supper and 50/50 Draw
scheduled for april 18, 2020 have been
postponed to a later date.
LE CONSEIL 1919 DES CHEVALIERS
DE COLOMB
Le souper spaghetti et le tirage 50/50
cédulés pour le 18 avril 2020,
ont été remis à une date ultérieure.
Articles for Sale

Maxville Branch
lalOnde, Johanne
May 4, 1953 – April 10, 2020
Suddenly at the age of 66,
Johanne Flavie (Rolland) Lalonde
of Monkland passed away at the
Cornwall Community Hospital
on Friday, April 10th, 2020.
Beloved wife of Harry Lalonde.
Loving daughter of Joseph (late
Flavie) Rolland of Maxville.
Forever loving mother of Kevin
(Shelley Sanders) of Monkland,
Shawn (Lisa Tyo) of Cornwall
and Christine McIntosh (Daryl)
of Russell. Cherished sister of Lucien Papineau (late
Cecile) of Casselman, Pauline Favreau (Roger) of Orleans,
Michael Rolland of Maxville, and Charlene Rolland of
Cornwall. Sadly missed by her 7 grandchildren, Matthew,
Torianna, Leah, Warren, Keelan, Alyssa and Hunter and
many nieces and nephews. A Mass of Christian Burial will
be celebrated at St. Anthony's Catholic Church, Apple Hill
with Interment following at a later date. Date and time to
be announced. Funeral arrangements are under the care
and direction of the Munro & Morris funeral homes lt.,
20 Main st. south, Maxville (613-527-2898). As expressions of sympathy Memorial Donations to the Maxville
Manor or the Heart and Stroke Foundation would be
appreciated by the family. As a Memorial to Johanne a tree
will be planted in a Memory Woods.
Condolences may be made online at
www.munromorris.com

Death Notices

Monuments

MONUMENTS
INSCRIPTIONS
CLEANING
RESTORATIONS
29-1

15 Terry Fox Drive, Vankleek Hill, ON K0B 1R0
613-678-2217 • 1-800-261-6552
info@martelmonuments.ca
www.martelmonuments.ca

30-1c

TARTAN OF THE WEEK:
Bains of Caithness Modern Tartan

$50 million federal farm package
The federal government has announced $50 million to help farmers,
fish harvesters, and all food production and processing employers, put
in place the measures necessary to follow the mandatory 14-day isolation
period required of all workers arriving from abroad.
Protecting the health and safety of Canadians is the clear top priority
in managing COVID-19, Ottawa is working very closely with provinces,
territories and stakeholders to maintain the strength of Canada’s food
supply chain. Before the pandemic, the food sector was already challenged by significant labour shortages and it is anticipated there will be
even more jobs to fill, requiring a variety of skills.
In many regions across Canada, producing a variety of quality foods
to be sold at affordable prices relies upon the contributions of experienced temporary foreign workers right from planting season to harvest
-- particularly for fresh fruits and vegetables. Fish, seafood and meat
processing plants are also reliant on the addition of these workers.
This is an important reason why the Government of Canada granted
an exemption for temporary foreign workers from travel restrictions to
Canada, along with other foreigners with student and work visas, provided they adhere to a strict 14-day isolation protocol upon arrival.
The rules of the mandatory isolation period have been clearly defined
and distributed to the employers, who themselves are committed to protecting the health of their communities and their workers. Government
authorities will continue to proactively communicate and engage with
employers, source countries and other stakeholders on public health requirements. Those who do not comply with the Quarantine Act or the
isolation protocol will face severe fines and sanctions. Under proposed
changes, employers could also face significant penalties, and a possible

ban from the program, if they prevent adherence to the self-isolation
order.
In addition to the responsibility of paying the workers for the two
weeks during which time they cannot work, many employers are also
responsible for providing workers with transportation and accommodations, as well as access to food and basic supplies needed to meet all
of the conditions imposed by public health authorities.
Recognizing the importance of this responsibility, the federal government will provide support of $1,500 for each temporary foreign worker,
to employers or those working with them to ensure requirements are
fully met. The funding is conditional on employers not being found in
violation of the mandatory 14-day isolation protocols or any other public
health order. This program will be available as long as the Quarantine
Act is in force and the isolation protocol is followed.
As labour circumstances are different across regions in Canada, the
Government will work with interested provinces and territories in the
coming days to ensure this funding is delivered in a manner that meets
their needs and best ensures quarantine requirements are met.
“I would like to thank farmers, food processing plant workers, truckers, inspectors, grocers, food bank volunteers and all those who are helping to provide us with quality and affordable food,” said federal agriculture minister Marie-Claude Bibeau.
“Temporary foreign workers have long been key to our food supply.
We will work with farmers and food processing employers to ensure
they get the workers they need and that plans are in place to meet
mandatory isolation requirements,” added Marco Mendicino, Minister
of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship.

15-1c

Personals

WOOD HEAT. Clean, safe and thermostatically controlled. Central Boiler
Outdoor Wood Furnace, 25-year warranty, EPA approved. Corn and wood
pellet also available. Maiview Farm. Tel.
450-264-6937.
3-tf

ST. JUDE NOVENA
May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be loved, adored and
glorified throughout the
whole world now and forever. Amen. Sacred Heart of
Jesus pray for us. St. Jude,
Worker of Miracles, pray for
us. St. Jude, Heart of the
Hopeless, pray for us. Say
this prayer nine times a day
for nine days, by the eighth
day your prayer will be answered. Publication must be
promised. Thank, you St.
Jude. L.S.
15-1p

3 XL MOTORCYCLE safety gear: reflective
jacket, rain pants, safety bike jeans.
$300 or best offer. Tel. 613-604-8509.
15-1p

PLASTIC DRAINAGE
TILE & FITTINGS,
OUTLETS, CULVERTS
Agriculture &
Residential Uses

Call Janet
613-930-5704 or
613-525-1184

14-2c

Services
SPRING Clean-up waste removal -- take
everything, $60-$80 per half-tonne
truckload. Call Kerry. Tel. 613-330-0774.
14-2p

19969 County Rd 24,
Dunvegan

FORCE OF NATURE: Jo-anne Just of Just Farms of Alexandria, shared these photos of the aftermath of a windstorm that battered a
greenhouse early Tuesday. “Thank God it was above freezing!’ she remarks, relating that her husband and son were up until 3 a.m. repairing the damage.

Mental health crucial for all

Produce

Wanted

LOG-length firewood for sale, 16 feet.
Call Dan. Tel. 613-551-5945.
43-tf

WANTED: New Holland manure
spreader or New Idea, 150 to 250
bushels. Tel. 613-363-0087.
15-2p

Space for Lease

Newspaper

COMMERCIAL space for lease at 11 Mill
Square, Alexandria. Call Claude. Tel. 613525-2132.
13-tf

$10 for 20 words! Looking to sell, buy,
rent or trade homes, items and/or services? Call 613-525-2020 for an ad suited
to your needs and budget.

The Glengarry News
reidt, Connie l
Passed away at home in her
63rd year on Sunday, April 5th,
2020 after her battle with cancer.
Beloved daughter of Margaret
Reidt (née Grummett) and the
late Arnold Reidt of Harriston,
Ontario. Connie was an animal
lover her whole life, growing
up on the farm and through the
years had numerous horses and
cats; and was pre-deceased by
her 5 canine friends: Spitz, Max,
Lugger, Teddy and little Giny.
Sadly missed by her sister
Cheryl Tobin and her husband Barry of Harriston,
Ontario; her niece Shelly Sanderson and daughter
Alexzandria; her niece Bonnie Sanderson; her niece
Crystal Howat and her husband Derek and their sons
Deacon and Dante; and her nephew Ryan Tobin and his
friend Nicole Husnik. As expressions of sympathy, donations to Glengarry Memorial Hospital in Alexandria or
Carefor Hospice in Cornwall would be appreciated. In
keeping with Connie’s wishes, cremation has taken place and a
private interment will be held at a later date.
Condolences/donations/tributes may be made on line
at www.glengarryfuneralhome.com

BOXED ADS: Call office for quote.
WORD ADS: $10 for 20 words, plus 37¢ for each
additional word $1 off for each consecutive
week. Birth announcement ads: FREE

613-525-2020

We’re in this together

By Keith Currie,
President, Ontario Federation of
Agriculture
As an agricultural industry, we
are making significant strides in
breaking down barriers and
stigma around mental health.
Dr. Andria Bitton-Jones and her
PhD student, Briana Hagen
helped to propel this issue into
mainstream conversation and
were recognized this week at the
Canadian
Federation
of
Agriculture’s Annual General
Meeting with Brigid Rivoire

Award for Champions of
Agricultural Mental Health, nominated for this award by the
Ontario Federation of Agriculture
(OFA).
On February 19, the Ontario
government announced the creation of a new Mental Health and
Addiction Centre of Excellence
within the provincial health ministry. This is positive news for the
estimated one million Ontarians
who experience mental health or
addiction challenges. There is still
much more work to do, especially

SAUVE Real Estate LTD. Brokerage
Real Estate

MAURICE
SAUVE

Broker of Record

OFFICE: 54 Main St. S., Alexandria 613-525-2940

Cell

TO VIEW ALL OF MY LISTINGS SEE: www.sauverealestate.ca
alexandria: Scenic 110
acre hobby farm close to
Alexandria. Two storey century home nicely renovated &
one storey addition in 1995.
Old Barn, shop & granary.
Small stream close to home.
Some wildlife $428,000.
alexandria- 1100 sq.ft. Bungalow on Hwy 34 North of
Alexandria. Surrounded by
cedar forest. Roof 4 years old,
vinyl exterior, carport, storage
sheds. Home needs some refreshing. $159,900
Glen rOBertsOn 2 storey
home, 4 bedrooms, red brick
fireplace in living room, big
country kitchen, freshly
painted interior. Big lot 164’ x
108’. Natural gas, drilled well.
3 compartment shop, garage
& attic. $174,800.

613-360-0015

dalhOusie Mills- Hobby
farm, 15.9 acres in private scenic area. Century home with
renovations done. On South
side Delisle River. About 10
acres of fertile, organic workable land. Great place to enjoy
nature.
$372,000
neW PriCe $338,000
Green ValleY- Older 2storey 3 bedroom home in
good condition. Natural gas &
recent high efficancy furnace.
Municipal sewers, drilled
well. Detached garage & 2
sheds. Lot of 156x215 $122,800

CALL MAURICE –

Always working hard for my customers

in rural communities. We know
there is a need for improved mental health resources for farmers
and their families. The province
indicates they are working towards “building a comprehensive
and connected system of services
that works for all Ontarians.” The
OFA will be focusing on the “for
all Ontarians” aspect of this new
initiative to ensure mental health
support and services extend deep
into our rural communities and
addresses the needs of our members. OFA members have vocalized the importance of making
this issue a priority for agriculture,
by bringing a resolution forward
to the 2019 Annual General
Meeting to expand the accessibility and support of mental health
resources for the farming community. We know mental health in
the agricultural industry and in
our rural communities bring
unique stressors and requires dedicated resources. We will be working on behalf of our members to
ensure the needs of farmers and
the agricultural community are
recognized and supported in this
new Centre of Excellence for mental health and addiction.
OFA has already been active on
several projects and initiatives regarding farmer mental health, including providing funding and
representation on the University
of Guelph stakeholder working
group for mental health in agriculture. The working group is developing the ‘In the Know’ mental
health literacy programming for
agricultural and rural communities. OFA has also been involved
in providing funding to the L&A

Farmer Wellness Program, which
offers local mental health support
for farmers in Lennox and
Addington county.
Farming is an unpredictable
business, and the stress of dealing
with so many factors that are out
of our control such as weather
and markets can take a toll on our
mental health. Add in the limited
opportunities to take a break from
it all because agriculture never
stops, and it’s clear that some of
the strategies that may work for a
mental health break in some situations don’t play out for us.
OFA is focused on increasing
the awareness of mental health
challenges, ensuring a provincewide availability of support and
breaking down the barriers in asking for help. Small rural communities are by nature close-knit, and
that can make it difficult to ask for
help if you are worried that others
may find out you’re struggling.
With the vast majority of farms
run as family businesses, there can
be additional challenges with
working side-by-side with family.
As more details are released on
the provincial government’s new
Mental Health and Addiction
Centre of Excellence, OFA will
continue to advocate for resources
to be directed specifically to the
needs of rural Ontario. Most importantly, if you, or someone in
your community, is struggling
and needs help, know that there
are people and resources available
to help. If you are in a crisis situation, go to your local emergency
department or call 911. To access
a list of resources, visit
ofa.on.ca/issues/mental-health.
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making at the Eastern Dairy
School, Kingston.
• Miss K. MacGregor, trained
nurse, was given a hearty send-off
at Maxville on Wednesday when
she left for Montreal to join the
Red Cross nurses going to France.
• Miss Jessie Mary McLeod returned to Dalkeith on Saturday
after spending two years with her
brother, William, in Swift Current,
Saskatchewan.
• Neil McLeod of McLeod’s
Glen, has taken his departure for
Plenty, Sask., while A.M. Campbell
of Maxville, purposes leaving
shortly on a trip to Alberta.
95 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 10, 1925
• Ronald Macdonald of Loyola,
and Cameron Belcher, who is attending Sullivan’s Business
College, Montreal, arrived home
this week for the Easter holidays.
• Norman Campbell has taken
possession of the farm at Athol
which he purchased from Mrs.
Alex Campbell.
• Friends and neighbours gathered at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Duncan A. McLeod, Spring Creek,
on March 27 to bid a farewell to
their son Norman prior to his departure for Western Canada
where he will reside. A club bag
was presented by Norman D.K.
McLeod while Miss Florence
McMillan read an address.
• James McArthur, son of Mr.
and Mrs. J.A. McArthur of
Lancaster left a few days ago for
Richmond, Virginia.
• K.K. MacLeod and his neighbour K.W. McRae skidded 7,361
logs from lot 32-8th Kenyon, for
Alex McEwen, Maxville, during
the past winter.
85 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 5, 1935
• Sheldon McDonald, 21, of
Greenfield, was instantly killed at
Temagami station in Northern
Ontario, March 27th while apparently attempting to board a moving train. He was a son of A.J.R.
McDonald, 21-5th, Kenyon.
• The ladies of Dunvegan recently assembled at the home of
Mrs. Hugh A. McIntosh to organize a branch of the Women’s
Institute.
• At a meeting of Alexandria
PUC held Wednesday, Peter A.
Charlebois was appointed secretary to fill the vacancy caused by
the death of J.A. Real Huot.
• Mrs. W.J. McKinnon, and
Hugh Allan McKinnon, Lochiel,
were in Montreal Sunday to meet

AULD
LANG
SYNE
115 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 7, 1905
• The trustees of the Boys
Separate School have awarded the
contract for erection of the proposed new school to John J.
McIntosh, contractor, of this town.
• J.T. Schell, MP, was at
Williamstown on Tuesday arranging for erection of his new veneer
mill at that point. His son, J.C.
Schell, has shown marked inventive genius by installing a complete telephone service connecting
the various departments of the
local plant.
• Frank Tobin, painter, of
Lancaster, has moved to town.
• John Dickson and family of
Dunvegan, left Wednesday for
Alberta.
• J.F. Moffat has arrived at
Martintown to take over management of the Bank of Ottawa
branch which is to be opened
shortly. He is to be assisted by
Dougald McCallum of Apple Hill
late of Alexandria branch.
• A. Robertson, Glen Robertson
left for Winnipeg, Tuesday, while
D.R. and W. McDonald, Glen
Norman, left Monday for the
West.
• Miss Annie Snider, daughter of
J.P. Snider and Miss Christena
Snider, daughter of D. Snider,
both of Lancaster township, graduated as nurses at the Royal
Victoria Hospital, Montreal, on
April 1.
• Peter Gelineau has entered the
employ of P.A. Huot and Son.
105 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 9, 1915
• John McMartin has made a donation of $500 to the Red Cross
fund of Glengarry towards sending a nurse to the hospital at La
Panne, France. Miss Elizabeth
Kennedy of Apple Hill, has been
selected for the post.
• Laurie St. John left this week
for North Bay.
• A big real estate deal was put
through Monday when E.J. Dever,
merchant, purchased the St.
Lawrence Block, Main Street, from
the estate of the late D.D. McPhee.
• H. Lortie of Alexandria, was
one of the successful students who
attended the annual course for
professional cheese and butter

THE GREAT FLOOD OF ‘34: April 20, 1934, The News reported on an inundation that occurred when the Garry River in Alexandria
flooded its banks, submerging vehicles and at least one shed.

Mrs. McKinnon’s sister Miss
Margaret
Cameron,
RN,
Missionary, on furlough from
India.
• The Glen Gordon Presbyterian
WMS marked fifty years of activity
since its organization at a meeting
held at the home of F.A.
McLennan on March 4th.
75 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 6, 1945
• Sgt. John MacDonell died of
wounds received March 24th, his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John D.
MacDonell, Loch Garry, have
learned. Tpr. W.K. McConachie,
husband of the former Margaret
MacLeod at Spring Creek is also
listed as killed in action. Pilot
Officer Robert Bellis of Lancaster
is missing after air operations. Pte.

Leo Davidson of Lochiel, is seriously wounded and Gnr. N.D.
Parent, Martintown, is reported
wounded.
• Pilot Officer Howard A.
MacKinnon, 9th Lancaster, graduated as a bombardier and won his
commission March 29th at
Winnipeg.
• Piper Angus Cameron of the
Cameron Highlanders has received his discharge and will return to Alexandria.
• Pte. Donald Emerson Denny of
Lancaster has won a Mention in
Despatches.
55 YEARS AGO
Thursday, April 7, 1955
• The Stotland Dress Co. of
Montreal has purchased the plant
of Alexandria Glove Works from

George Barbara. The new owners
had been leasing the top floor
under the name of Glen Dress.
• The farm home of Margaret
and Campbell McDonald,
Greenfield, was destroyed by fire
Monday. Neighbours were summoned from Kenyon Church,
Dunvegan, Sunday morning to
help save the home of Ian
MacLeod, Skye. The interior suffered some damage.
• Mrs. John S. McDonald, Glen
Roy, suffered a severe fracture of
the knee in a fall in her home
Tuesday.
• Jos. A. Filion, Green Valley,
began work Monday on remodelling the old High School here,
which has been purchased by the
Sisters of Holy Cross. Mr. Filion is

also remodelling Donat Lefebvre’s
store at North Lancaster and
Lucien Lefebvre’s restaurant at
Green Valley.
55 YEARS AGO
Thursday, April 8, 1965
• Josephus A. Filion, Green
Valley, died Monday after suffering a cerebal hemorrhage in his
Modern Builders Supplies shop.
• Kent MacSweyn of Laggan will
go overseas in August to teach at
the Canadian Army base in Soest,
Germany.
• Royce MacGillvray of
McCrimmon has been awarded
his doctor of Philosophy degree by
Harvard University.
• Martin C. Ferguson has sold
his store at Dunvegan to John S.
Loewen of Ottawa.

• Victim of a heart attack,
Bainsville farmer, John Francis
Murphy, was found dead on his
barn floor, Wednesday.
• James Munroe of Maxville has
been awarded a National Research
Council bursary of $2,500. He will
continue studies at Guelph.
45 YEARS AGO
Thursday, April 10, 1975
• Bulldozers were brought into
play Monday to open bad spots on
some township roads in the wake
of last Thursday’s storm that
dumped more than a foot of snow
across Southern Ontario. Adrien
Charlebois was unable to make his
milk run on Friday, the first miss
in 50 years.
• The Hub restaurant’s stucco
walls are being covered with aluminum siding.
• Wilmer Massia recovered consciousness in hospital after suffering a weak spell and falling from
his bicycle last week.
• The new Ontario lottery,
Wintario, will have its draw on
May 15th and a new sports group
may be formed here to sell the
tickets.
40 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, April 10, 1980
• An early morning fire Sunday
at a Breadalbane residence completely destroyed the structure.
The home, owned by Donald
Avery of Montreal and located on
the Seven Hills Road, could have
been burning for hours before the
blaze was noticed by a neighbour
out jogging. Police speculate the
fire started in a basement furnace.
• A well known Maxville area
seed dealer was killed over the
weekend in a bush accident.
Robin Fjarlie of Concession 20, Lot
6 Kenyon, died Monday in the
Ottawa General Hospital. Details
of the accident are sketchy but it
is known that Mr. Fjarlie had been
working in a nearby bush on
Sunday felling trees with his son,
Roy. Following the accident he
was taken to hospital by ambulance and he died hours later.
• While the name on the outside
of the building still reads
Glengarry Motor Sales, Alexandria
businessman Jacques Titley will officially open Titley ChevroletOldsmobile with a ribbon cutting
ceremony on Saturday.
Mr. Titley, 33, became president
of the GM dealership on January
1st, Official approval from GM of
Mr. Titley as dealer-principal delayed the public announcement
until now.

20 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, April 12, 2000
• The Alexandria Youth Centre
held an open house last Thursday
to showcase its renewal to residents and supporters alike. There
will be a full slate of activities for
children between the ages of 12
and 18.
• Last weekend’s snowstorm
was so severe that even police and
plows were no match. The snowfall from Saturday night to Sunday
evening was so heavy five snowplows were sucked into soft road
shoulders. Police Constable Roger
Levert said the combination of lots
of snow and thawed ground made
the plowing unwieldy.
• The Township of North
Glengarry has a fair chunk of
money that it could use to lower
property taxes, increase services or
devote to special capital projects.
That’s the conclusion after auditor
Gary Hoffman of Deloite and
Touche Chartered Accountants revealed the township Council has
a $203,980 surplus after he audited
the township’s book at the conclusion of 1999.
10 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, April 14, 2010
• MacEwen Grain Inc. announced on Thursday that it is
building a $10-million feed mill in
Maxville. Present for the announcement were: North
Glengarry mayor Grant Crack,
company general manager, Jim
MacEwen, and local MPP JeanMarc Lalonde.
• Glengarry District High School
principal is moving to the United
Arab Emirates, where he has accepted a position with the Abu
Dhabi Education Council. Jason
Palmer, 38, will be joined by his
wife, Natalie Pitre, as the two of
them do their part to improve the
English language skills of that nation’s high school students.
• Alexandria resident Bessie
Clingen celebrated her 102nd
birthday in style at the Alexandria
Legion on Friday afternoon. The
event included some musical entertainment and a visit from North
Glengarry Mayor Grant Crack.

Correction
An error appeared in the
Auld Lang Syne column published in the March 25 edition
of The News. Greenfield post
office closed in 1972 which was
48 years earlier, not 60 years
ago. We apologize for the
error.

Business and Professional Directory
Chartered accountants and
consultants
Want to rely on professionals who keep up
with all the income tax issues?
You can definitely rely on the BDO experts!
Alexandria
Cornwall
Embrun
Ottawa
Rockland
Hawkesbury

613-525-1585
613-932-8691
613-443-5201
613-739-8221
613-446-6497
613-632-4498

Custom Jewellery
Routine maintenance helps to maintain the value of your jewellery!

- Cleaning & Polishing
- Custom Design
- Pearl Restringing
- Ring Sizing
- Clasp/Stone/Shank Replacement - Prong Repair
- Watch Repair & Batteries
- Stone Setting
EE - Rhodium Plating
- General Repairs
A FR
FOR ION
ASKNSPECTY!
I ODA
T

20346 Cannon St., South Lancaster

613-347-1400

Carpets, Flooring, Home Decor

TAPIS
APIS
CARPET
CARP

YOU could have your
business here!
Starting at only
$27.69/week

Tel. 613-525-2836
360 Main St. S
Fax 613-525-2916
Alexandria, ON info@tapisrichardranger.ca
K0C 1A0
www.tapisrichardranger.ca

STEVE CLARK Inc.
PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP
RAMONEUR PROFESSIONNEL
Sales, Service,
Repairs and
Installations
- Wett Certified -

Steve Clark 613 525-0893

YEAR-ROUND SERVICE / SERVICE À L’ANNÉE

Chimney Sweep

ATKINSON
FIREPLACE

W.E.T.T. INSPECTIONS
Pellet Stove Repairs
Wood
and Service
Energy
Technical
Pellet Stoves
Training

After hours service calls
and parts available
613-

938-3999

brian@atkinsonweb.ca

Chimney Sweep

H A W K E S B U RY
CHIM NEY
S W E E P S INC.
Professional cleaning,
repairs, inspection and
consulting services
WETT Certified Sweep
WETT CertifiedTechnician

Call Edward McDonald

613-525-4022
Painting

Neil the Painter
Interior - Exterior
Masonry Repairs

Interior
Painting, Drywall
Joints, Renovations

Neil McGregor

450-269-3349

- Septic Repair
-Pool Demo

FREE
ESTIMATES
OVER 20 YRS
Experince

613-363-5062

brunetexcavation
@gmail.com

Septic Pumping

Lawn Care

Bonville Garden
514-944-7875
Garden, yard,
lawn prep,
stump
grinding,
natural
fertilizers

GOULET

Septic Pumping & Design
Since 1990

• Mini Excavator
• Real Estate Inspections
• System Design
• Repair & Inspection
Green Valley

613-525-3759

1-888-678-8810

Real Estate

AD
YOUR E
HER

Call us at
613-525-2020
or email:
production@
glengarrynews.ca

Complete Home Decorating Specialists

Chimney Sweep

FOUNDATION
REPAIR

Foundation Repair

BRUNET

BDO Canada LLP

Accounting/Bookkeeping

and everything
in between
Large and Small Jobs
Call for a free quote.

GLENN MACDONALD
613-527-3328

P Windows and Doors

NEW LOCATION

production@glengarrynews.ca

551-3169

Randy Lavigueur

WINDOWS & DOORS

Call us at 613-525-2020
or email:

Yves
Gauthier

Mallory Franklin, North Lancaster

• BACKHOE • BULLDOZER • EXCAVATOR
• TRUCKING • SAND • STONE
• GRAVEL • SCREENED TOPSOIL
• LICENSED SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLER
• STONE FENCE CLEARING
• SNOW REMOVAL

PORTES ET FENÊTRES

Starting at only $15.38/week

Complete Interior &
Exterior Renovations
Roofs, Siding,
Windows and Doors

GLENGARRY EXCAVATION
& TRUCKING INC.

613-551-9652

YOU could have your
business card here!

Home Building
Renovation
Contracting

Excavation

613-525-2020

production@glengarrynews.ca

FRANKLIN
613-

Starting at only
$27.69 per week

The Glengarry News

Construction

To Top
Bottom ons
ti
Renova

An Ad This Size
Can Be Yours
for 13 Weeks

Real Estate

3909 Cty Rd 45, Alexandria
(1/2 km west from the
OPP Station)

613-525-4947
www.glengarrywindows.com

Tim
Charron

Windows and Doors

WINDOWS
DOORS &
SIDING

Sales Representative
lyle@remaxmarquis.ca
cell: 613-551-0057
vwVi\È£ÎÎnn£ää
lylewarden.ca

SALES - INSTALLATION - SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

613-347-1805
Cell: 613-930-1902

FOR ALL YOUR WINDOW,
DOOR AND SIDING NEEDS
Alexandria, ON
cmwindowsanddoors@gmail.com
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DUNVEGAN
JAMES JOYCE
613-527-3413
james@tam-creek.ca

Yvon fondly remembered
It is my sad duty to report the
passing of Yvon Leblanc, a former
long-time resident of Dunvegan.
I just this moment learned of
Yvon’s death, so some of the following facts and figures may be a
bit off base, my memory being
what it is. Nevertheless, I wanted
to acknowledge this gentle soul
and express my sincere condolences to his family.
Yvon, Lise and their young family moved to Dunvegan from
Valleyfield, Québec in the early
1970s. And, unlike today, these
newcomers badly wanted to become part of the community. (We
actually had one back then.) They
purchased the general store on
the northeast corner of the crossroads and promptly set up shop
selling groceries, sundries and
Supertest gasoline. Years after the
pumps and tanks had been removed, the empty Supertest signpost beside Robert Campbell’s lot
reminded us of a more convenient
time. Yvon was also a professional
barber and did a brisk trade from
his one-chair shop in Dunvegan,
on the days it was open. I still remember taking our infant son to
the crossroads shop for his first
hair cut. As well, Yvon owned and
operated the diminutive barbershop in Maxville that was razed
when the new Home Hardware
was built. Its destruction still irks
me; it would have been so simple
to preserve this wee piece of history.
In addition to being a shopkeeper and a barber, Yvon was an
expert trapper and, based on the
“mounts” he proudly displayed in
his Dunvegan shop, and a fairly
proficient taxidermist as well.
Last, but not least, in his spare
time, Yvon was a member of the
Glengarry Old Time Fiddlers.
Founded in 1966 in Maxville, the
purpose of the organization was
to promote and preserve old time
fiddle music and its related arts.
Yvon loved every minute he
played with them.
Even though Yvon and Lise
moved to the Greenfield area
once their family was grown, they
will always be Dunveganites in
my heart. Yvon, you will be
missed and I hope once this virus
lockdown is done, we can have a
celebration of your life.
A cheesier way of life
In days of yore, cheese factories
in these parts were almost as ubiquitous as Tim Hortons. Maybe
more so. In this region alone,
there were production facilities in
Baltic’s Corners, Fiske’s Corners,
Skye, Athol and, of course,
Dunvegan. In the days before onfarm refrigeration and reefer tank
transports, the cheese factory was
how producers dealt with surplus
milk during the flush of oversupply during spring and summer.
While Rosemary Rutley in her
Of Curds and Whey (Old Crone
Publishing 2005) admirably covered this topic from a regional
perspective, I thought we could
take a few moments to focus on
the history of cheese making in
Dunvegan by following a firsthand account written in 1942,
once again anonymously, in the
Tweedsmuir Village Histories.
Unlike the Tweedsmuir Histories
produced by the Dunvegan
Women’s Institute in the 1970s,
this earlier version was handwritten, rather than typewritten. The
two-page story, entitled “Our
cheese factory,” was written in
cursive on three-hole ruled paper,
now sepia-toned after almost 80
years of preserving these words…
“Farming being the chief industry here, we are naturally interested in our cheese factory. The
factory was built over 60 years ago
by Capt. Duncan MacLeod. One
part of the building was the old
log house from his father’s farm
(his father having built a brick
house). The other portion was a
building Alex MacCrimmon had
built on the south end of his father’s (Duncan MacCrimmon)
farm just west of the village. The
factory is built on the bank of the
creek.
Duncan, the Captain, manufactured cheese here for a few years.
Having decided to go to the
Eastern Townships, he sold his
business to W.D. MacLeod (Billy
D). Later, we had William MacRae
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in possession of the factory. Both
butter and cheese were made during this time. Then Norman
MacRae, who apprenticed under
‘Billy D’, owned and operated the
factory for forty years. In 1940, he
sold to Dan Ross, one of our own
boys. As an assistant, he employed
Clifford Austin. In 1941, in order
to help make the quota of cheese
for Britain, the factory was in operation until January 16. For 1942,
it opened for the season on March
23, on which day he made five
cheeses with W.D. (Little Willie)
McLeod bringing in 1,500 pounds
of milk.
This factory has from time to
time been renovated inside and
out, keeping it up to required
specifications. The outside is covered with tin thereby adding to its
appearance. Soon we expect Dan
will be pressing button help
lighten his labors. The factory was
wired in fall of 46.”
And so ended the main entry. I
suspect the concluding sentence
above describes electricity being
installed in the cheese factory,
which tells us that rural electrification hit Dunvegan in 1946. And,
no doubt, the button Dan pressed
was a switch that powered new
labour-saving machinery.
There were two brief addenda
to the main article, both written
by a different hand.
The first reads, “Dan Ross
passed to the great beyond in May
1949, and now the factory is run
by the cooperative system.” The
second reads, “1957 - this is the
first time the factory has not been
operating since it was established.
Milk is taken by truck, some to
Gravel Hill, to St. Isidore, to
Vankleek Hill and to Cornwall…
while a truck from Casselman collects cream and another takes
cream to Alexandria. A truck also
takes milk to Alexandria to the
Carnation plant.”
So, after 78 years, the era of
commercial cheese making in
Dunvegan drew to a close. And
there is virtually nothing to mark
its former location at the south
end of the Dunvegan Soccer
field… aside from the narrow
laneway that runs between the
Church hall and the manse. This
tree-shaded path that players and
their families now use to get to the
soccer pitches, was the Tim
Horton’s of its day at the cheese
factory’s zenith. As they waited
for their turn to unload their
horse-drawn wagons of milk cans,
farmers caught up with friends
and neighbours waiting in line
with them.
The power of “Yes”
Looks like I messed up again…
this time by being too egalitarian.
In last week’s item on online services, I reported that Kim Little,
Tori St. Denis and Reverend Jim
Ferrier had come up with a plan
to record worship services – including music, scripture readings,
prayers and a sermon – and post
them online. However, as
Reverend Jim pointed out to me,
this may have given readers the
erroneous impression that he had
an equal hand in bringing this innovative ministry to fruition. He
freely admits that, in actual fact,
his only contribution was to say
“Yes.” He contends that Kim Little
and Tori St. Denis deserve all the
credit, and that until Kim called
and floated the suggestion, it had
never crossed his mind.
While I can see his point and
agree credit should be given
where credit is due, increasingly
these days the default response to
innovative ideas is a resounding
“no.” Far too many administrators
and others in a position of authority are fearful of going out on a
limb. At the very least, I think
Reverend Jim deserves a tip of the
Tilley for recognizing a good idea
and providing the support
needed to pull it off. n

GLEN
ROBERTSON
BOB MAY
613-209-5424
maysdesign44@gmail.com

Be grateful
Well we made it through another week of general lockdown
but the good news coming out is
that it is having a notable effect on
the overall infection rates.
A big thanks to all those who
have sewing machines and are at
home making masks. Purolator,
FedEx and UPS are buzzing by
my house on a regular basis so
again thanks to all the delivery

drivers out there.
Our food and pharma needs are
being well taken care of and supplies are mostly plentiful. Be
thankful that products on the
shelves are there at all right now
and adapt yourself to available
supplies. We are lucky to have
them.
Good news
It was announced that an
Ottawa company has developed
and has been approved to produce a new one-hour virus testing
machine the size of a can of soup,
that is the first in the world and is
now going into production; a
great step forward in this war on
the unknown. Scientists and biologists in many countries are now
at the human testing stages of
anti-viral serums. Pray!
Problem
I am trying to keep my column
somewhat newsworthy and
mostly related to what is going on
to benefit local clubs and associations but with a lack of input from
residents it is hard to keep things
interesting. I may have to change
how I do this. 35 requests for anything to write about recently netted me one response. Certainly
something relative to family, humour, shopping, kids at home,
farming info, crazy pets, angry
cows, and people contact in general must have happened in the
last couple of weeks with this very
serious drama circling all around
us. Back in the day entire newspapers were made up of small
household news -- whose kid
skinned his knee and who made
jam that week. Life happens, let’s
share it all…
Shopping
I for one am generally happy
with the civility local shoppers
have shown in the usually short
lineups, and all safety precautions
offered to us are mostly respected.
Don’t blame the cashiers for increased prices; store costs are also
going up and if something is really at gouging level talk to management and your neighbours.
For those shut in we can prepare some basic home-style takeout meals. Contact Bob May, 613209-5424, or 514-944-9200, maysdesign44@gmail.com to see what
is available daily. Pick-up or delivery is available for a slight extra
fee.n

NORTH
LANCASTER
INEZ FRANKLIN
613-347-7666

inez1989@hotmail.com

Easter celebrations
Happy Easter! Everyone found
ways over the weekend to touch
base with family while keeping a
distance.
Our nephew, Tyler Murree,
compiled videos of greetings from
relatives across Ontario and as far
away as California and
Vancouver. Nice job, Ty!
On the birthday roster this
week, David McDonell and Blake
McDonell celebrate on April 16.
Findlay
McLeod,
Louise
McDonald and Christine Hagen
share an April 18th birthdate.
Denise Seguin’s birthday is April
19th; Bill Hutton’s is the 20th; and
Shawna
McRae,
Kathy
Thompson, Ian McDonald, Glen
Campbell, Diane Osbourne and
Lori Corbet all celebrate on the
21st. Ian Davis rounds out the
week, celebrating on April 22nd.
Happy birthday, everyone.
Wishing you enough flour for a
cake, or at least access to a good
cake mix. n

MAXVILLE
JOHANNE
WENSINK
613-577-2735

bjohwen@gmail.com

Reminders
During these difficult times,
keep in touch with your loved
ones by phone, e-mail or social
media. Stay at home and only go
out for essentials maintaining a
safe distance away from others of
two metres or six feet. We keep
hearing the same guidelines, but
still need to remind ourselves and
others of how important these
rules are to keep everyone safe.
Lions draw
Elaine Pollock won the Maxville
and District Lions Club draw last
week.
Quote of the Week
“If everything was perfect, you
would never learn and you would
never grow.” -- Beyonce.n

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION: The children of André Lefebvre and Jacqueline Lobb weren't about to let the COVID-19 pandemic get in the way of wishing their
parents a happy 70th wedding anniversary. Even so, they still wanted to respect social distancing guidelines. So they arranged for a sign to be erected outside their
Alexandria home on Saturday and celebrated, from a distance, outside. The couple was married at Sacré Coeur church in Alexandria on April 11, 1950. Five of their children
STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO
- Marcelle, Suzanne, Pauline, André, and Marc - were outside the house.

Green Beaver launches new sanitizer
The Green Beaver Company's
founders, a biochemist and a microbiologist, have responded
quickly to the COVID-19 pandemic, working tirelessly with
their team to provide Canadians
with an organic, non-toxic disinfectant. Approved by Health
Canada, the Antiseptic Spray
Hand Sanitizer is already available
on the Green Beaver Website.
Alcohol-based antibacterial gels
can cause dryness and irritation,
especially when applied repeatedly throughout the day. “To
counter this problem while maintaining our hand sanitizer's antiviral properties, we have enriched
our formula with vegetable glycerin, a highly effective natural
moisturizer that soothes and softens the skin,” explains Green
Beaver co-founder Alain Ménard.
Based in Hawkesbury, the Green
Beaver line of personal care and
cleaning products is 100 per cent
natural and free of harmful chemicals, and the Antiseptic Spray
Hand Sanitizer's innovative formula meets the company's strict
standards.
“Most commercial disinfecting
gels contain harsh antiviral agents
such as triclosan, which irritate the
skin and can be absorbed by the
body,” explains Mr. Ménard. “Our
product, however, relies on
ethanol, a plant-based alcohol that

ATV
safety
advisory
With two adults and one
youth having lost their lives in
off-road vehicle incidents so far
this year, the Ontario Provincial
Police (OPP) and Ontario
Federation of All-Terrain Vehicle
Clubs (OFATV) are appealing to
off-roaders of all ages to avoid
behaviours that pose serious
risks to their safety.
Alcohol consumption and lack
of helmet use are leading contributing factors in off-road vehicle deaths every year. The OPP
and OFATV cannot stress
enough that driving free of alcohol and drugs and wearing a
helmet during every ride will go
a long way to keeping off-road
vehicle drivers and their passengers safe.
With the size and horsepower
of off-road vehicles having increased over the years, it is important that parents take research-backed manufacturers'
recommendations seriously to
ensure children and youths are
driving an off-road vehicle that
is safe for their age, weight and
skill level. Adult supervision is
also recommended so that families can enjoy the sport and ride
safely together.
The OPP and OFATV strongly
recommend having your child
complete a safety course such as
those offered by the Canadian
ATV Safety Institute and
Canadian Safety Council to ensure good habits and safety are
learned from the outset.

has similar properties, minus the
toxicity. Our hand sanitizer is
therefore safe for the whole family.”
Green Beaver's Antiseptic Spray

Hand Sanitizer contains 70 per
cent natural alcohol, while the
minimum percentage required by
Health Canada for this type of
product is 60 per cent. Most disin-

fecting gels have a strong, rather
unpleasant alcohol smell, but the
Green Beaver formula is infused
with the delicate fragrance of organic lavender, orange and mint

extracts. “We use high-quality essential oils that are sourced locally,
because sustainability is of the utmost importance for our company,” concludes Mr. Ménard.

SEASON POSTPONED: This is the time of year when parks and campgrounds are being prepared for another new season. However,
STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO
as the sign at the Lancaster Park shows, this is no ordinary season.
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2

3

4

5

14

1 Cold cuts counter
5 Stack of platters on a hi-fi
8 Bedelia who drew the curtains,
literally
14 Not a repro
15 Unrealistic plans
17 Showing annoyance, as a teen
toward a parent
19 Goofballs
20 Squeak silencer
21 Mark with permanent ink, briefly
22 Henry and Jane Fonda film,
1981
27 False start?
30 La-la lead-in
31 "Moving right along ..."
32 1973 Toni Morrison novel
34 Husky competitor
37 Spokescow for Borden
41 Chicken Little's doomsday cry
44 Canada's "Omertà" rapper
45 Vancouver-born funny man
Rogen
46 Annoyingly self-satisfied
47 "Uno + due"
49 Kosovo's continent: Abbr.
51 Be a peeping Tom, with "on"
52 Department store honcho
58 Flamenco dancer's cry
59 Mouse battery size
60 Absorb, as with a sponge
64 Situations that elicit the
response in 57-Down
69 Basemen and shortstop
70 Move about like a moth
71 Math subgroups
72 Grave message?
73 It's more, in a writing rule
Down
1 Flat-bottomed boat
2 Buck tail?
3 Tomlin of "Grace and Frankie"
4 Arctic dome home
5 Res. care worker
6 Slop-py eater?
7 Sewing basket item

8
9
10
11
12
13
16
18
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
33
35
36
38
39
40

"Hello" singer and others
One who's no longer a miss?
Extra-wide, shoewise
___ rest (bury)
"In other words "
Like chocolates in a box: Abbr.
Title girl in a Barenaked Ladies
song
Ain't proper?
Ominous cloud colour
Camel's filling station
Coward, or Christmas
Pre-election pulse takers
Founded, as a town: Abbr.
'80s Oilers goalie Grant
Pet peeve?
Request one's attendance at
Calgary-to-Lethbridge dir.
"It's not my cup ___"
City dwellers in a video game
___ to one's ears (swamped)
Like quiche or custard

43 Give ___ (embrace)
48 Sends by hitting "send"
50 Breath taking symbol, to a
musician?
52 Acid found in green veggies
53 Gaucho's grassy plain
54 You have to break these to
make "une omelette"
55 "Duck Dynasty" channel ___ E
56 To swim: Fr.
57 The first word of 17-, 22-, 41-,
52- and 64-Across, in text
shorthand
61 Brazilian soccer great
62 Leon who wrote "Exodus"
63 Levies not paid in Alta.
65 Give, to Robbie Burns
66 All worked (up)
67 Test taken lying down
68 Nile biter
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