
BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

After nearly two years of discussion, North
Glengarry council is finally moving forward
with a brand new seniors village that will be
built north of County Road 43 near
Alexandria’s industrial park.

At its April 14 regular meeting, council
adopted a by-law that leases about four acres
offered to an Ottawa-based group of compa-
nies called IHA Canada that specializes in
building affordable seniors’ housing. The lease
expires in 50 years.

IHA Canada has agreed to pay the township
$20,000 each year, plus taxes associated with
any building that might be erected on that
land.

The contract includes a number of critical
dates for both parties. For example, IHA must
submit a site plan application before March 15
of next year and must execute the agreement
a maximum of 180 days after that plan is ap-
proved. 

A building permit for the first residential clus-
ter must come 180 days after the plan is exe-
cuted and occupancy permits for each cluster
must come one year after that.

The seniors’ village is a dedicated community
where seniors can live independently outside
of an institutional setting. 

According to an IHA presentation, the village
would include several residential options,
everything from singles and duplexes to apart-
ments, with supportive common spaces and a

commercial/retail core. The village would also
include state-of-the-art health care and home
care technologies.

North Glengarry CAO Sarah Huskinson, who
recommended adopting the by-law, said that
the proposal is “quite exciting” because it sig-
nifies the growth of Alexandria.

Mayor Jamie MacDonald agreed, saying that
he didn’t have a lot of faith in the project when
it first came to council’s attention in 2018. Now,
however, he says he is very confident and that
the IHA team is “for real.” About a year ago,
council learned that the man who made the ini-
tial presentation was involved in a legal battle
with some disgruntled would-be homeowners
in Ottawa. 

IHA has a new President and CEO in Steve

Grieveson, who participated in the April 14 vir-
tual meeting via telephone.

IHA is in a strong enough financial position
to move forward, he told council.

“I don’t believe that was the case when earlier
presentations were made,” he said.

Since coming on board in October, he says
IHA has developed a “significant team of pro-
fessionals,” including architects, lawyers, health
care groups and mortgage specialists, to make
the village a reality. Once it’s up and running,
the village would have anywhere between 600
and 850 units.  The final number would be
based on how much green space and environ-
mental initiatives would be incorporated into
the village.

IHA is also working with Hôpital Glengarry

Memorial Hospital to build a long-term care fa-
cility with 96 long-term beds and two assisted
living facilities, with between 80 and 100 units,
onsite.  Mr. Grieveson said an application for
that project was supposed to be submitted by
the end of March but because of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the application won’t go in until
the end of April. Councillor Jeff Manley asked
if the new village would allow for access by au-
tomobile. He was assured that vehicle traffic
would be accommodated.

IHA says that projects like the seniors’ village
are needed in Canada. The company pointed
out that by 2030, one in every four Canadians
will be 65 or older and that retirement and
health care and housing options are financially
out of reach for the average senior.
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RAYS OF HOPE: Brian Caddell, of Glen Robertson, came across this compelling scene
in Alexandria last week. “I was driving down Bishop Street when I saw this lady at the
Grotto. I stopped to capture the moment and I didn’t disturb the lady to ask her name.
There was no one else around and I wondered how she got there. I drove home and
looked at my photos where I first saw the rays of sunshine that showed up. No doubt in
my mind, where they came from.” 

‘EXCITING’ PLAN:  IHA Canada is working with Hôpital Glengarry Memorial Hospital to build a long-term care facility in Alexandria. 

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

Maxville Manor is cutting nearly 600 per-
sonal support workers hours, believing the
move is “in the best interest of our residents
and employees.”

In an April 7 letter signed by Gail Farrance,
the manor’s Acting Director of Care, it was
revealed that the retirement facility would re-
structure the master schedule for PSWs June
28.

“The new scheduled rotations will consist
of more full-time positions and less part-time,
creating more stability and security for our
PSWs,” the letter said, adding that the move
would result in a reduction of 598 hours.

Reached for additional information, Ms.
Farrance said she had no further comment
except that the move is being made to protect
both employees and residents of the manor.
Her letter didn’t indicate if the changes were
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

David Lipton, representative for the United
Steelworkers (USW), the union that repre-
sents workers at the Manor, doesn’t believe
the restructuring was caused by the virus.

“I believe the employer had some intention
prior to the outbreak to restructure the work-
ing hours,” he said. 

Mr. Lipton estimates that about 350 hours
are not being filled each month due to a
shortage of PSW staff, adding that only 200
of the hours being cut are “actual hours,”
which translates to a loss of 1.3 full-time po-
sitions.

“We have expressed concern about cutting
hours,” Mr. Lipton told The News last
Wednesday afternoon. "It’s not right for res-
idents and the workload is extremely high.”

He says that the home employees are deal-
ing with a lot of extra stress, due to the out-
break, because in addition to doing their job,
workers have to take extra precautions to en-
sure everyone remains safe.

“The manor is doing their best for the com-
munity and the people who live there,” he
says. “But they are under resourced.”

Mr. Lipton says it’s much more than a local
problem, adding that there is insufficient
funding from the province. “There’s a crisis
across the country about long-term care
homes and it’s a current indicator about how
stressed these long-term care homes really
are.”

Last July, USW’s Ontario Director, Marty
Warren, said that “in Ontario, health care is
being paid lip service by the Ford govern-
ment. But the reality is a shortage of long-
term care workers and a tendency toward
government austerity and restraint. This has
to stop because the future for all of us de-
mands secure public services for older
Canadians and better working conditions for
care providers.”

According to a USW press release, the union
negotiated a new collective agreement with
119 unionized Manor workers last year. The
pact calls for a 4.3 per cent wage increase over
three years for RPNs, PSWs, nurses’ aides, ac-
tivity aides, and laundry, housekeeping and
food service staff

Under the collective agreement, senior em-
ployees have the right to displace less senior
employees. Affected workers are asked to re-
port to the staff room on May 15 at 1 p.m.
Rotations would be offered based on senior-
ity.
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Township moves forward with new seniors village

Unemployment in Eastern Ontario rose by about a half percentage point as the economic ef-
fects of the COVID-19 virus continue to be felt.
The jobless rate now stands at 5.3 per cent, according to Statistics Canada. That represents an
increase from the early April figure of 4.8 per cent, and a rise from the March unemployment
rate of 4.7 per cent. The current rate is still below the April 2019 figure of six per cent.
The numbers are for a region that encompasses Stormont, Dundas, Glengarry, Prescott, Russell,
Frontenac, Lanark, Leeds and Grenville and Renfrew counties.  
Despite the increase, the unemployment figure is lower than the national rate.
In March, the national unemployment rate increased by 2.2 percentage points to 7.8%, the

largest one-month increase since comparable data became available in 1976. In Ontario, some
402,800 people joined the ranks of the unemployed in March. The Conference Board of Canada
predicts that Canadian real GDP will drop by 25 per cent in the second quarter. This will be
the steepest quarterly decline in economic output on record, based on modern statistics that
date back to 1961. -- Richard Mahoney

Jobless rate rises to 5.3%

THE BIG PICTURE: As of April 20, there were 68 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Stormont-Dundas-Glengarry, Prescott-Russell and
Cornwall. Health authorities continue to stress the importance of adhering to restrictions while companies and individuals join in the
campaign to make more personal protective equipment. More on how we are dealing with the pandemic inside.
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BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

The head of the Eastern Ontario Health Unit (EOHU) says he is lob-
bying the provincial government to allow landscaping companies to op-
erate again.

Earlier this month, the Ontario government listed a number of busi-
nesses it considered essential during the COVID-19 pandemic; busi-
nesses not on that list were required to shut their doors.

Last Friday evening, during a Facebook Live town hall meeting with
Stormont-Dundas-South Glengarry MP Eric Duncan and Stormont-
Dundas-South Glengarry MPP Jim McDonell, the EOHU’s Chief Medical
Officer, Dr. Paul Roumeliotis, said that landscapers should be able to
work while practising social distancing.

Landscaping, in fact, came up quite often during the meeting, which
lasted just over an hour. 

At another point, after Dr. Roumeliotis was asked about the impor-
tance of mowing lawns, he agreed that doing so would cut down on
the number of insects and ticks.

“We have to cut grass to reduce Lyme disease at one point, it would
be considered an essential service,” he said.

While Mr. McDonell pointed out that landscaping shouldn’t be a big
issue just yet because “there’s not a lot of grass,” he agreed that land-
scaping does have a place and concurred with Dr. Roumeliotis that it
could be done while social distancing.

But while the landscaping industry might have received a pass, Dr.
Roumeliotis wasn’t so eager to give such approval to other outdoor in-
dustries, like golf courses and boat launches. He said that what’s impor-
tant now is to avoid large gatherings, something that could happen at
a golf course.

At this point, Mr. Duncan encouraged those in such industries to see

what they could do to “get a yes.” Regarding golf courses, for example,
he said that maybe they could not open their clubhouse, not have beer
carts, insist on online registration, not have two people riding on golf
carts, basically anything to encourage social distancing.

Financial assistance
Since the online meeting was geared toward the business community,

it’s not surprising that the panelists dealt with a number of questions
regarding government assistance programs. An example: a mortgage
broker pointed out that he tends to get paid for work that he completed
months earlier and wondered if programs like the Canada Emergency
Response Benefit applied to those in that or similar lines of work.

Mr. Duncan stressed the importance of communicating with the gov-
ernment to ensure that everyone can get the required coverage. “We
have laid the floor,” he said. “Now we have to fill in the cracks.”

COVID-19 testing
As far as the overall health of the community is concerned, Dr.

Roumeliotis said that he is “cautiously optimistic.”
“Our curve is starting to flatten,” he said, adding that there have been

no outbreaks in any of the region’s 16 long-term care facilities and that
the testing criteria has expanded so that essential workers can automat-
ically get tested if they get sick.

At the same time, he pointed out that a negative test result doesn’t
automatically mean you don’t have the virus. He stressed the real danger
of people thinking they are virus free and then going out and infecting
other people.

The key, he said, is to do the testing.
“The more we test, the more reliable the gauge of activity in the com-

munity.”
He says that when the EOHU first started testing, one per cent of the

results was positive. At peak it was 15 per cent but now it’s down to 10.

NEW PURPOSE:  The SDG Library is turning out pieces of per-
sonal protective equipment.  SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The Stormont-Dundas-Glengarry Library system has repurposed its
3-D printers to help improve the safety of hospital workers.

Library employees have been making face shields and mask straps
for staff at Hôpital Glengarry Memorial Hospital in Alexandria.

“There have been a lot of stories of individuals and organizations using
their 3-D printers to provide protective equipment to health care work-
ers,” notes librarian  Susan Wallwork 

Within days of closing branches to the public, library employees were
involved in testing these types of printing projects.

“The face shields are still in progress, as the print jobs originally took
nine hours and finding the clear plastic is difficult to source. We have
arranged to have our shields available to GMH staff as a back-up should
they run out of their supply of protective equipment. Thankfully, there
has been no need for ours yet,” says Ms. Wallwork. 

The mask straps, designed to relieve the pressure on the ears from
wearing a face mask for extended periods of time, were delivered to ex-

tremely grateful hospital staff last week.
“We’re proud that we are able to use our equipment to provide sup-

port to our brave health care workers. Printing these items has been a
real team effort, involving numerous staff to make it happen. Library
staff continue to demonstrate that we are a resourceful bunch – and
we’re ready to respond to any needs we can during this difficult time,”
she continues. 

“Life is difficult right now – there’s no way to sugar coat it! We’re mod-
ifying our behaviours, adjusting our routines and giving up time with
our loved ones. The pay-off should be worth it, but it doesn’t mean it’s
not hard. In difficult times, hearing heartwarming stories can provide
us with an extra boost of positivity. Everyone is looking for ways to stay
positive and to help make things just a little easier for their loved ones,
neighbours, colleagues, etc. I’m so proud to share the efforts that SDG
Library staff have been taking to help contribute to the protection of
health care workers.”

INDUSTRIAL EFFORT: Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, DART
Aerospace of Hawkesbury has begun to produce face shields for
local medical professionals and first responders in need. DART is
happy to be helping communities in the fight against this virus. 

PATRIOTIC PROTECTION: “This is a way to help the community,” Nancy Lanthier says of the
Canada-themed face masks she has been making at her Alexandria home. To date, she has given
away about 50 masks. “I like to sew,” says the interior designer, who started up the sewing machine
after she noticed that many people, especially the elderly, were not wearing facial coverings while
they were in public. Anyone wishing to get one of the 100 per cent cotton washable masks can call
her at 613-362-9218.

‘Cautious optimism’ as thoughts 
turn to landscaping and mowers

Following new provincial
guidelines, the testing criteria
have been expanded in the
Eastern Ontario Health Unit
(EOHU) region so that more
people in priority sectors can un-
dergo COVID-19 testing at as-
sessment centres.

“Increasing the number of in-
dividuals who get tested will
play an important role in inform-
ing us on the status of the virus
in our community,” says Dr.
Paul Roumeliotis, Medical
Officer of Health at the EOHU.
“Coupled with the level of hos-
pital use and ICU admissions,
testing results can help us better
gauge the level of threat that
COVID-19 poses to our popula-
tion.” Testing has been ex-
panded to include individuals in
the categories listed below if
they have at least one symptom
of COVID-19. 

Persons working in congregate
(group) living settings and insti-
tutions;

Health care workers or staff
who work in health care facili-
ties;

Caregivers and care providers;
First responders such as fire-

fighters, police, and paramedics;
Persons living in the same

household as health care work-
ers and staff working in health
care facilities/caregivers and care
providers/first responders;

Members of indigenous com-
munities;

Patients requiring frequent
contact with the health care sys-
tem (including pregnant women
and persons with illnesses that
need ongoing treatment);

Essential workers;
Cross-border workers.
If you don’t fall in one of the

categories above, but have
COVID-19 symptoms, you may
still need to be tested. To learn
more, visit  the EOHU’s website
at EOHU.ca/coronavirus 

You can also check out on-
tario.ca/coronavirus

Who
should

get tested

NEW NORMAL:  Car dealerships are still open, although their way of doing business has changed.
While showrooms are closed, service areas are still operating, albeit with tight safety measures that
reduces contact between employees and clients. Read more in our supplement.

SDG Library lends a hand

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

Counties council will refund nearly $20,000 to advertisers who had
booked space in the 2020 SDG Discover Guide.

Originally, the counties had been planning on printing 35,000 copies
of the annual tourism guide, though it reduced that number to 15,000
at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. Printing wasn't cancelled al-
together because, at the time, it was unknown how long the pandemic
would last and there was a feeling that the guide could serve as an up-
lifting marketing tool.

SDG CAO Tim Simpson recommended the refund, saying that it
won't be “business as usual” this year when it comes to tourism.

North Glengarry Mayor Jamie MacDonald said that the refunds were
a good decision because businesses are struggling right now.

Delays
The United Counties of SDG will give its member municipalities until

June 30 to submit the first 50 per cent of its upper-tier levies. The con-
cession was made because of the COVID-19 pandemic that, according
to documentation from the counties, “may result in financial hardship
for the residents of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry.”

In fact, the original bylaw recommended by SDG's Director of
Finance, Rebecca Russell, would have deferred the payment from
March 31 until April 30. However, it quickly became evident that coun-
ties council members didn't think that was long enough.

Council is adopting a wait-and-see approach for the next two dead-
lines, Aug. 31 and Oct. 31, when they would take in the remaining half
of the tax levy.

This year, the county will be levying a total of $50,657,845 in taxes.

Refunds, tax 
payment delays



The Eastern Ontario Health
Unit (EOHU) is notifying the
public that a case of COVID-19
has been confirmed in an em-
ployee at the Food Basics gro-
cery store on Brookdale Ave. in
Cornwall. The EOHU is ac-
tively working in cooperation
with the Brookdale Food
Basics store to assess the risk to
store employees and to trace
contacts of the individual. The
risk to the public is considered
to be low, says the health unit.

The employee worked day
shifts at the Brookdale Food
Basics store April 13, 14, 15, 16
and 18. The individual started
to develop symptoms  April 15
and was tested for COVID-19
April 17; the result was con-
firmed April 18. After receiving
the test result, the employee
immediately left work and en-
tered isolation. All recom-
mended public health meas-
ures were in place at the store
throughout the days that the
employee worked. In response
to the positive case, the store is
undertaking appropriate addi-
tional cleaning and disinfec-
tion.

“Although we feel that the
risk to the public is low, we’re
releasing this information so
that shoppers who were at the
Brookdale Food Basics during
this period are aware,” states
Dr. Paul Roumeliotis, Medical
Officer of Health. “As a precau-
tion, shoppers who were at the
store on these dates should
self-monitor for symptoms. If
they start to feel symptoms,
they should seek testing.”
Common symptoms of
COVID-19 can include fever, a
new or worsening cough, sore
throat, muscle aches and more.
The EOHU is reminding
everyone across the United
Counties of Stormont, Dundas
and Glengarry, Prescott and
Russell, and the City of
Cornwall that precautionary
measures are essential to pro-
tect the general public, includ-
ing the most vulnerable, like
seniors and people with pre-
existing health conditions.

“With nicer weather, it’s nat-
ural to want to go out to do
things. However, this case is a
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92 Centre St., Alexandria

613-525-2022
www.thepalaceltc.ca

Thank you to all staff members at The Palace
LTC and RH for the amazing work you continue
to achieve through stressful and uncertain
times. You are the best team and you do make
a difference in residents' lives as you keep on
not only providing the best care but also 
providing love and comfort to all residents. 
We salute your work ethic and dedication. 

Thank you to all of you!

Signed, Management

Thank You

Alexandria Long Term Care

1239 Ridge Rd., Vankleek Hill, Ontario
Located near Highway 417 (exit 27) between Montreal and Ottawa

613.678.3008

Those who would like to buy or sell beef animals
(stockers, heifers, cows, bulls and cows in calf).

Special auction of stockers every last Wednesday of the month.

Next sale is April 29 BEHIND CLOSED DOORS
THE STOCKERS’ SALE

STARTS AT 2 P.M.
Cows in calf and beef cows will be sold at 7 p.m.
All cows and heifers in calf will be verified here by
Dr. McLeod to guarantee those sold are pregnant.

TRANSFERRED TO ATQ FOR INSURANCE
Better price with proof of vaccination.

CATTLE SALE EVERY MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY
BEEF OWNERS

It was bound to happen.
Scam artists are adapting their tactics, preying on

fear and uncertainty in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic.

The Ontario Provincial Police Anti-Rackets Branch
and the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre (CAFC) report
a spike in ploys to extort money and personal infor-
mation from fearful, trusting victims.

Police are seeing various scenarios but most are the
typical high-pressure pitches.

Some of the more popular rackets are cleaning or
heating companies offering duct cleaning services or
air filters to protect from COVID-19, power compa-
nies threatening to disconnect your power for non-
payment, and Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention or the World Health Organization offer-
ing fake lists for sale of COVID-19 infected people in
your neighbourhood.

Also be wary of bogus advisories from the Public
Health Agency of Canada saying you have been
tested positive for COVID-19, tricking you into con-
firming your health card and credit card numbers for
a prescription. Fraudsters claim to be working for
charities that are offering free medical products in
return for a donation or pretend to be a government
worker who is actually sending out phishing emails,
tricking you into opening malicious attachments and
to reveal sensitive personal and financial details.

Watch out for financial advisors pressuring people
to invest in hot new stocks related to the disease, or
are offering financial aid and/or loans to help you get
through the shut-downs. Don’t fall for private com-
panies offering fast COVID-19 tests for sale. Only
health care providers can perform the tests. No other
tests are genuine or guaranteed to provide accurate
results.

And there are crooks trying to sell fraudulent prod-
ucts that claim to treat or prevent the disease and un-
approved drugs that threaten public health and vio-
late federal laws.

If you were using your computer when you were
scammed, it's possible a virus or malicious software
was installed on your computer. Run a full system
check using reliable security software. If you do not
have security software such as virus scanners and a
firewall installed on your computer, a trusted com-
puter professional can help you choose what you

need. Scammers may have also gained access to your
online passwords or other personal information.
Change these using a secure computer. If you paid
someone by credit card or through an electronic
funds transfer, contact your financial institution or
credit card company immediately. It may be able to
stop or reverse the transaction.

If you or someone you know suspect they've been
a victim of a COVID-19-related scam or any other
fraud, contact the OPP. You can file a complaint
through the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre website or
by phone at 1-888-495-8501.

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

The local St. Vincent de Paul Society says its food
bank is weathering the storm during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Terry Tuppert, Vice President of the society and
co-manager of the food bank, says the organization
hasn’t seen a big surge in numbers yet, but the group
is ready for it.

“Our storeroom is well stocked because we bought
a little more because of what was coming,” he said,
adding that local merchants have been fantastic
about providing items.

He says he’s seen an increase in use over the past
four to five months but not a peak where things just
shot way up.

“We think it’s going to start kicking in soon,” he
said, adding that lack of finances is the big reason
more people will come to the food bank. While Mr.
Tuppert says that government assistance is helping,
he adds that “there will always be cracks and we’re
filling in the cracks.”

Because of the pandemic, the food bank has had
to modify the way it delivers the food. Deliveries will
now take place outside the rectory garage at Sacré
Coeur Church in Alexandria on Tuesdays from 9:30-
11 a.m. and 1-3 p.m. Social distancing norms must be
respected. Mr. Tuppert says that usually, the food
bank helps 40 families a week, though recently he’s
seen that number rise to 47 or 50.

Each family receives a grocery basket that is worth
about $55 to $70.

The COVID-19 Assessment Centre in
Winchester has assessed about 120 patients. Of
those, more than two-thirds have been
swabbed for COVID-19. Anyone who has
COVID-19 symptoms and wants to be assessed
should first complete the online self-assessment
and follow the recommendations before com-
ing to the centre, which is in the Lions Club
hall at 515 Albert St. and is open Monday to
Friday, from noon to 6 p.m.

The Ministry of Health has announced that
COVID-19 testing will increase and provided
a new list of possible symptoms including
fever, pneumonia, “any new or worsening
symptom” such as cough or shortness of
breath, sore throat, runny nose, sneezing, or
nasal congestion, hoarse voice, difficulty swal-
lowing, new smell or taste disorders, nausea,
vomiting, diarrhea, or abdominal pain.

Not everyone who comes to the Assessment
Centre is tested, but for those that are, results can
now be accessed through the Ministry portal at

https://covid19results.ehealthontario.ca:4443/agre
e within two or three days.

While anyone with COVID-19 symptoms can
come to the Assessment Centre, it is strongly
encouraged that the following people be as-
sessed at the Centre:

• Essential workers (person working directly
with the public)

• Health care workers or a household mem-
ber of a health care worker

• Pregnant individuals who are in their third
trimester

• Returning travellers to Canada
• Close contacts of a confirmed or probable

case of COVID-19 (live with, provided care for,
or spent extensive time with)

Anyone experiencing severe symptoms such
as difficulty breathing should call 911 or go to
the hospital emergency department.

One of the first people patients will meet is
Corinne Wicks, one of eight Winchester District
Memorial Hospital staff members and physi-

cians working at the eentre each day. 
As the Flow Coordinator, Ms. Wicks greets

each patient at the door and guides them as
they move through the process from initial as-
sessment to registration to potential testing.
She ensures proper social distancing and keeps
everything flowing smoothly.

Ms. Wicks has worked at WDMH for 27
years, mostly as a technician, responsible for
reprocessing and sterilizing equipment and
surgical instruments. She says she was happy
to volunteer to help on the front lines of the
pandemic. “I think we were all a little nervous,
but this is what we signed up for,” says Ms.
Wicks. “We have a great team here and it’s nice
we can provide some reassurance to those who
are worried or ill.”

The Centre is being operated by Winchester
District Memorial Hospital (WDMH) staff and
physicians, in partnership with the Eastern
Ontario Health Unit.

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

It's a line that Dr. Paul
Roumeliotis has used time and
time again. It's a line that he'll
likely keep using well into 2020.

And yes, it's a line about
COVID-19.

Dr. Roumeliotis, Chief Medical
Officer for the Eastern Ontario
Health Unit, says he is constantly
being asked when things will re-
turn to normal, when self-isola-
tion and social distancing will
end, when large gatherings will
be commonplace and when non-
essential businesses will be al-
lowed to re-open.

“It will take a while,” the doctor
said during a virtual town hall
meeting Thursday evening with
Glengarry-Prescott-Russell MP
Francis Drouin and MPP Amanda
Simard. “It won't be like flicking
a switch. It will be like a dimmer.
We will go back to normal slowly,
not instantly.”

Dr. Roumeliotis provided an
overview as to how the nation,
province, and area are faring. He
said that Ontario had recorded
about 8,500 cases and 385 deaths,
though he noted that half of the
people have resolved their symp-
toms. In Ontario, he says that he
is seeing a bit of “flattening the
curve, which tells us that we are
doing something right.”

He also shared the familiar re-
minders about how COVID-19 is
different than the regular flu be-
cause there are no vaccines or
medications for it.

Mr. Drouin and Ms. Simard had
words of praise for the companies
that stepped up to provide per-
sonal protective equipment for
those working in the health care
industry.

Ms. Simard, who defected to

the Liberals after first being
elected as a Conservative, took
issue with her former party for al-
lowing construction projects to
continue. She said it's dangerous
and that the construction indus-
try should have been shut down
with the exception of only the
most important projects. “I have
received more emails about this
than anything else,” she said.

One caller asked about the ap-
propriateness of contractors going
into houses in Maxville in order
to hook them up to the water
supply. Dr. Roumeliotis said he
would speak with North
Glengarry's Deputy-Mayor, and
Maxville resident, Carma
Williams about the matter. “I
don't recommend work be done
in homes,” he said.

Another caller wanted to know
if the list of essential services
could be expanded to include pet
groomers. “We ensure that ani-
mals aren't covered with painful
mats or long nails,” she said,
adding that the majority of peo-
ple in this industry can work
while practising social distancing.

Ms. Simard said that's a tough
call since many businesses could
make the same argument. “For
me, the first list is not enough,”
she said. “I'd have to say to limit
things to only the most essential.”

Most of the questions fielded
that night centred around public
safety. One person wanted to
know if it was safe to go outside.
Dr. Roumeliotis said it's impor-
tant to stay home and that public
gatherings need to be diminished.

“If you want to walk your dogs,
practise social distancing,” he
said. He reiterated that people
who have come in from outside
the country must not venture out-
side at all for at least 14 days.

HOLDING UP:The Alexandria food bank is managing to meet the requests for assistance. 

Weathering the storm

Beware sick scam artists

FOOD BANK BACKING: The Knights of Columbus Council 8715 from Lancaster recently donated
$2,500 to Saint-Vincent-de-Paul Society in Alexandria to help the charity’s food bank continue to feed
the less fortunate. Grand Knight Peter Van Sleeuwen presents the cheque to society President Jean-
Claude Larocque.        SUBMITTED PHOTO

READY TO TEST: The assessment centre in Winchester has assessed about 120 people at the Lions Club hall.         SUBMITTED PHOTO

120 people tested so far at
Winchester assessment centre

reminder that it’s still very impor-
tant to stay home as much as pos-
sible and avoid all non-essential
outings,” says Dr. Roumeliotis.
“It’s the best way to avoid expo-
sure to COVID-19.”

Please be 
patient

Employee infected

Canada Post says it's expecting an increase in vol-
ume as more customers are relying on online shop-
ping during the COVID-19 pandemic.

With retail stores being shuttered and people en-
couraged to stay home, it's natural that people
would migrate to online sources in order to meet
their needs.

The News had inquired about how Glengarry's post
offices are handling the situation. We wanted to
know if they were dealing with an increase in items.
We were told to direct our questions to Michel
Paquette, the region's Hawkesbury-based supervi-
sor, who, in turn, told us to direct our questions to
Canada Post's media relations department.

That department told us that “for privacy, safety
and security reasons, we do not disclose this specific
information relating to our customers and post of-
fices.” However, it did say that mail and parcel vol-
umes in this region have, so far, remained steady
and that it has the staff in place “to continue serving
and delivering during this challenging time.”

-- Steven Warburton

Canada Post
prepares 

for volume
rise
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Public can handle
the cold hard facts 

Bored? Adopt a concession

OMINOUS SETTING: A dramatic and foreboding backdrop ushers out another day as spring slowly thaws the landscape. Do you
have a compelling photo to share? Send it to richard@glengarrynews.ca RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTO

CORONATION CELEBRATIONS: June 2, 1953 Alexandria’s Mill Square was packed for celebrations marking the coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II. 

As we almost become accustomed to life in times of COVID-
19, we are seeing the good, the bad and the ugly sides of
the pandemic.

The good: The many individuals, groups and businesses con-
tributing to the battle through money, words and deeds. People
are making donations of money and valuable personal protective
equipment, while many other organizations and citizens are man-
ufacturing PPE.

The bad: The horrific death toll. 
The ugly: The thieves who take hospital supplies and the many

fraudsters.
The Ontario Provincial Police and the Canadian Anti-Fraud

Centre have released a lengthy list of the many ways crooks are
preying on people.

“Police are seeing various scenarios but most are the typical ur-
gency and time sensitive circumstances that criminals place on in-
dividuals in order to receive personal and financial information,”
says the OPP. 

“From spoofed government, health care or research companies
to unsolicited calls, emails and texts giving medical advice or re-
questing urgent personal information, scammers are looking at
gaining information about you during these times.”

Buyer beware is the best motto to adhere to at all times. But some
targets can be especially vulnerable and susceptible to bogus
pitches during stressful times.

Fraud prevention is rarely top of mind when people are trying
to come to grips with a global epidemic.

We do receive ample information from governments and health
authorities about how to cope with the coronavirus.

Consistency has been lacking in the fashion information has been
released. At the outset of the outbreak, the Eastern Ontario Health
Unit was releasing a lot of details about the confirmed cases in the
region that encompasses Stormont-Dundas-Glengarry, Prescott-
Russell and Cornwall. 

But over the last few weeks, data has been sparse.
When the first case in our area was confirmed in March,  the

health  unit reported that the patient, described as case 103 by the
Ontario Ministry of Health, has treated at Hôpital Glengarry
Memorial Hospital in Alexandria. The Prescott-Russell resident,
who is in her 30s, contracted the disease while travelling in the
United States and was self-isolating. The woman is a nursing stu-
dent at St. Lawrence College in Cornwall, who returned home
from a trip to New York March 9 and developed mild symptoms

as well as generalized aches and pain. 
Since April 2, however, the health unit has trimmed down its re-

leases on patients, opting for a flow chart showing the “curve”
everyone is trying to flatten. In recent days, the health unit has
become more forthcoming, offering age and gender breakdowns.

Medical Officer of Health Dr. Paul Roumeliotis, who has been
giving daily press briefings, has said that the agency would resume
releasing more details on cases this week, providing per county
numbers.

He had reasoned that specifics such as the location of patients
was not relevant.

It is not important to disclose where the cases originated, he has
said. What is most important is to recognize that the virus is pres-
ent everywhere and everyone must help stop it spreading.

Dr.  Roumeliotis has observed that the challenge has been finding
a balance between transparency and efficacy.

The public’s right to know is not infinite, obviously. Nobody ex-
pects to be given the names and exact addresses of COVID-19 pa-
tients, although there has been clamoring on social media for the
agency to release such personal information.

But as the health unit head points out, certain facts could lead
to people dropping their guards. For example, if there are ab-
solutely no cases reported in Village X, the residents there may
get the false and dangerous impression that they have it made in
the shade.

Let us just assume that the virus is everywhere.
The Eastern Ontario Health Unit is emulating other health units

in the province by now giving numbers by county.
A health unit map showed that as of April 15, of the 61 cases con-

firmed, 36 of them were from Prescott-Russell while SD&G ac-
counted for 15.

The numbers can obviously be interpreted in many ways. 
But Dr. Roumeliotis observes that one reason Prescott-Russell

has so many cases is that many residents travel to Ottawa, a city
where there is a high number of cases.

We can debate the numbers at length and never reach an in-
formed consensus. We should listen to the experts. 

As the EOHU has repeatedly said, “COVID-19 is a serious health
threat, and the situation is evolving daily. The risk will vary be-
tween and within communities, but given the increasing number
of cases in Canada, the risk to Canadians is considered high.”

Those are the cold hard facts that we must retain.
-- Richard Mahoney richard@glengarrynews.ca 

It is hard to believe that some people are actually getting bored
as we enter our second month of COVID-19 shutdowns.
However, if you happen to be among those who cannot possi-

bly make another loaf of banana bread and are hankering to get
outside, why not adopt a ditch?

You could emulate civic-minded residents like Fred and Lillian
Klazinga. As we reported April 8, the Glen Walter residents are
helping to clean up their little corner of South Glengarry by re-
moving trash from the shoulders and ditches along a section of
County Road 2.

In addition to deriving satisfaction from providing a free public
service, the gesture has health benefits.  

“This stops us from sitting on the couch and getting fat,” joked
Mrs. Klazinga.

The do-it-yourself movement is not limited to litter pick-up.
For instance, going the extra mile, or kilometre, a Champlain

Township resident was seen recently using a lawn tractor to grade
holes out of a municipal road in front of her house.

Citizen involvement in road maintenance is not a new concept,
obviously. In fact, at one time, in the pioneer days, people regularly
built and groomed roads themselves.

Today, of course, huge chunks of municipal budgets are invested
on roads.

But that does not preclude the opportunity for ratepayers to do
their bit. In winter, municipalities ask citizens to “adopt” a hydrant
and  help clear snow from around the valuable water source.

The Adopt A Road program has been in effect across North
America for decades.

As the Stormont-Dundas-Glengarry roads department notes on
its web page, the initiative is open to various groups of volunteers,
families or neighbours to assist in providing a cleaner environment
and a more scenic roadway, by collecting refuse and debris from
the side of their “adopted” road. Under an agreement with the
United Counties of SDG for a two-year period, the adopters com-
mit to pick up trash on a minimum length of two kilometres on a
County Road twice a year, usually in the spring and fall. 

You can contact adoptaroad@sdgcounties.ca to ensure the por-
tion of road you have selected is available for adoption. 

Since governments are sort of busy dealing with pandemic, you
might want to delay going through the formalities of officially
adopting a ditch.

You do not need to fill out a form before you can help clean up
your little piece of the planet. Get out there and start collecting
trash.

While you are at it, share images of your wonderful deeds with
The News. Send them to richard@glengarrynews.ca with a brief
description.

It will be fun. Challenge your neighbours, at a safe distance, to
clean their section of your concession. See who can bring in the
most garbage.   

And the exercise you will get will help you work off that banana
bread. -- Richard Mahoney
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Stop the Spread
COVID-19 
can be deadly.
Stay home. 
Save lives.

Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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AVIS
Afin de faire face à la pandémie de

COVID-19, le bureau est fermé au grand
public mais notre personnel demeure en

fonction.
Notre journal continuera d'être publié
tous les mercredis, comme d'habitude.

Nous encourageons nos clients à commu-
niquer par téléphone ou par courriel.

Téléphonez 613-525-2020 ou 
utilisez les courriels suivants :

Pour la publicité : 
production@glengarrynews.ca

Pour les petites annonces : 
office@glengarrynews.ca

Pour abonnements : 
circulation@glengarrynews.ca

Pour les nouvelles : 
gnews@glengarrynews.ca

Pour les sports : sports@glengarrynews.ca
Des mises à jour seront fournies sur notre

site web : glengarrynews.ca
Merci pour votre patience et votre 

compréhension durant cette période.

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R

The Editor,
Recently a colleague of my wife forwarded an email to her that proved

to be a ‘food for thought,’ and which, with some embellishment on my
part, I would like to share with the readership of The Glengarry News.
Principally the article reflects on space and distance -- two parameters
that form the pillars of geographic pursuit, and to which former students
of mine, over a period of some 30 years might relate -- either positively
or with some indifference.

Title: Something Fishy
Wuhan to Shanghai: 837 km.
Wuhan to Beijing: 1,152 km.
Wuhan to Milan, Italy: 8,684 km.
Wuhan to New York: 12,033 km.
The COVID-19 virus started in Wuhan (evidently transferred from an

animal, (pig) in a mutable form to humans) yet there is no significant
effect of coronavirus in nearby Beijing or Shanghai, but many deaths in
Italy, Iran, European countries and USA and Canada (to a lesser extent).

Something is fishy.
China has announced the opening of Wuhan on April 8, but not a sin-

gle political leader in China, nor a single military commander in China
has tested positive for coronavirus (western media has not mentioned
otherwise), yet Hollywood stars, Britain’s PM, Spain’s PM’s wife, our
PM’s wife, Prince Charles, among others have contracted the virus.

Something is Fishy.
Today Paris is closed, New York is closed, Berlin is closed, Delhi and

Mumbai closed and other world’s major economic and political centres

closed. But Beijing and Shanghai are open and no COVID-19 evident
in either city except for a few cases. The virus from Wuhan reached
every corner of the world but the virus did not affect Beijing or
Shanghai.

Something is Fishy.
Beijing, capital of China, is where all political decisions are made that

have global ramifications, yet there is no lockdown in Beijing. The eco-
nomic engine that runs China is located in Shanghi, but no lockdown
occurs in that city either. Evidently the virus is alien to both cities

Something is Fishy.
We, in Glengarry are also in lockdown, but during our period of self

isolation it may expand our mental horizons if we give thought to some
of the following considerations.

Is China not reporting all of the deaths resulting from the on-1.
slaught of COVID-19 in an effort to minimize its tragedy or do the
powers that be simply conclude that the death of one or two mil-
lion people in China with a population over one billion simply acts
as an over-population check.

China, having put this virus under control may have the anti-2.
dote/vaccine that they are not sharing with the world when its in
their best interests economically not to do so.

Am I acting irrationally or in a manner that suggests paranoia?3.
Some of my former geography students at GDHS may well concur.
Even my wife, on occasion, makes mention of the fact that my
mental stability is in question. 

R.A. Moore, Alexandria

The Editor,
This letter is in reference to the ones written

by Andrea McCrory and Sally Kodz. (The News,
April 15, ‘Nurse decries visitor policy at Maxville
Manor, ‘The greater good must prevail’)

We all want to spend time with our loved
ones, but aways with concern for their safety
and good health. Care homes have one of the
most vulnerable people to look after. We need
to adhere to the guidelines set out by 

governments a health agencies so that whole
populations in a contained space don't get
wiped out. No exceptions should be allowed.

Alison Wilson, Alexandria

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

Maxville Manor has adopted a
stricter policy regarding who can
visit the long-term care facility
during this COVID-19 pandemic.

In an April 15 letter addressed to
family members, both Bernard
Bouchard, the manor's Chief
Executive Officer, and Ivan
Coleman, Chair of the Manor's
Board of Directors, wrote that
“with respect to visitation of resi-
dents by family members, we have

made the difficult decision to limit
visitation to one family member
only, in cases where the resident
is an active stage of dying only,
with the written confirmation of
such a state by the attending
physician, our Director of Care
and the Manor CEO.”

They say that these changes are
ultimately for the well-being of the
manor residents and staff as a
whole.

The letter came about two weeks
after about 30 staff members sent

their own letter to Mr. Bouchard,
where they outlined concerns
they had for their own safety. That
letter pointed out that “it has come
to our attention that at least one
resident's family has been allowed
regular visitation, even though
this resident is neither palliative

nor very ill. If one family member
is allowed in simply for protesting,
this sets a precedent that would
allow other family members to be
allowed in, rendering the entire
policy ineffective.”

In the April 15 letter, Mr.
Coleman and Mr. Bouchard reit-

erated the home's commitment to
ensuring that strict safety precau-
tions are in place. They include
exit and entry screening for all
staff and essential contractors (in-
cluding temperature checks), the
provision of and wearing of masks
by all staff and essential contrac-
tors, additional hand washing sta-
tions, more sanitation and clean-
ing, self-isolation of any new resi-
dents for 14 days, and physical
distancing for residents in the din-
ing areas.

The Editor,
Re: ‘This ‘subset’ cannot be ignored by our governments,’ The

Glengarry Muse, The News, April 15, 2020;
Your observations about how too many public officials rely too much

on Internet-based communications were spot on - perceptive, cogent,
and long overdue.

Too many younger folks, including government and municipal em-
ployees whose responsibility is to serve the public -- Yes, that is all of
the public -- think that because they like to use electronic media, every-
one should like and use it too. 

They may believe the hype by the IT industry that almost everyone
has access to the Internet. Well, the fact that a local library has comput-
ers available for public use might mean that everyone who does not
have a computer at home does have access, but it doesn’t mean they
use or rely on electronic media. The IT types are trying to promote sales.
Some people are quite happy continuing with old-fashioned ways.

Not only do many people feel little need to keep up with having the
newest, fastest devices, they are experienced enough to be comfortable
relaxing more and doing more important things than trying to keep up
with the very latest social media scuttlebutt, the most recent weather

forecast update, or spontaneous opinions that other virtual people feel
a need to express often without much thought.

A couple of other things. On my computer here in the rural country-
side, I often see that the signal strength is very poor, and at times it
takes longer to connect than I have time for. 

Besides that, my eyes are not what they used to be. I can hardly see
the images on the tiny screen of a hand-held device, and my eyes even
get tired looking at a bigger screen for too long. 

A last thing is that there is so much junk on line that important stuff
can so easily get lost in the unimportant spam, pop-ups, and other vi-
sual garbage.

I am not trying to force fellow citizens who are addicted to the Internet
not to be slaves to it, but neither do I want them to try to force me to
be like them. I prefer paper. I can jot notes on it and stick it somewhere
where I can find it when I need it.

Oh yeah, I wrote this on a computer and sent it electronically, after
reading the hard copy of The News while I drank my afternoon tea. I
just see a computer as a tool to use when handy, like a hammer, not
for everything.

Leo Lehtiniemi, Glen Robertson

With the COVID-19 virus affect-
ing large numbers of long-term
care home residents, the govern-
ment has unveiled a “robust action
plan” to protect the most vulnera-
ble.

The government has also issued
an emergency order directing
long-term care employers to en-
sure their employees, including
registered nurses, registered prac-
tical nurses, personal support
workers, kitchen and cleaning staff
only work in one long-term care
home. This means that employees
cannot work in multiple locations
such as a retirement home or other
health care setting.

“As a result of this order, long-
term care workers who must tem-
porarily give up a job in another
care setting are protected from los-
ing their job as they are entitled to
an unpaid leave of absence,” said
S t o r m o n t - D u n d a s - S o u t h
Glengarry MPP Jim McDonell.

To help long-term care workers

make up these lost wages, the gov-
ernment encourages long-term
care employers to offer full-time
hours to their part-time employees
during the COVID-19 outbreak.

To help employers cover this ex-
pense, the government is taking
action to ensure long-term care
homes have the flexibility and
funds to rapidly hire nurses and
other front-line staff they need,
when they need them. These
emergency funds are available to
help long-term care homes cover
the incremental costs of increasing
hours for part-time staff to help
those staff limit their work loca-
tions. All long-term care staff con-
tinue to be subject to rigorous
screening procedures and must
follow personal protective equip-
ment guidelines, including wear-
ing surgical masks, gowns, gloves
and eye protection while in
homes. The action plan has several
facets.

They include enhancing testing

for symptomatic residents and
staff and those who have been in
contact with persons confirmed to
have COVID-19; expanding
screening to include more asymp-
tomatic contacts of confirmed
cases; and leveraging surveillance
tools to enable care providers to
move proactively against the dis-
ease. Support will be provided
through public health and infec-
tion control expertise to contain
and prevent outbreaks, additional
training and support for current
staff working in outbreak condi-
tions.

Staff will be redeployed from
hospitals and home and commu-
nity care to support the long-term
care home workforce and respond
to outbreaks, alongside intensive
on-going recruitment initiatives.

“We must continue to act to stop
the spread of this virus in our
long-term care homes,” said Dr.
Merrilee Fullerton, Minister of
Long-Term Care. “Nothing is

more important than protecting
the health and well-being of our
loved ones in long-term care, or
the front-line heroes who care for
them.”

“This new action plan signifi-
cantly enhances existing efforts to
stop the spread of COVID-19 and
protect our most vulnerable, in-
cluding long-term care home resi-
dents and the staff who care for
them,” said Christine Elliott,
Deputy Premier and Minister of
Health. “Having significantly ex-
panded the scope and scale of test-
ing and made considerable
progress in securing personal pro-
tective equipment, Ontario has
never been better positioned to de-
liver on our commitment to sup-
port long-term care homes in our
shared battle against this virus.”

Businesses respond
Thousands of businesses and

private citizens have stepped up
and offered to help the Ontario
government defeat COVID-19. 

Governments are out of touch
with many rural residents

Manor: No exceptions can be made  

Nagging questions about the pandemic

Maxville Manor alters visitor policy

Government ramps up protection 
for long-term care residents

MESSAGE FROM HOSPITAL WORKERS: “Today, like every day, we're here for you. If you are
able, please stay home for us.” That is the message from Cornwall Community Hospital staff.

One family member 
can enter if a 

resident is in the 
“active stage of dying.”

March 21, Premier Doug Ford
launched the Ontario Together
web portal appealing to Ontario's
manufacturers, entrepreneurs
and innovators to provide essen-
tial supplies and equipment to
support front line workers in
their fight against the pandemic. 

To date, the portal has received
over 14,000 submissions offering
to provide everything from hand
sanitizer, to gowns and coveralls,
to masks and face shields, to test-
ing equipment and ventilators.

To support the development of
proposals submitted by busi-
nesses and individuals through
the Ontario Together web portal
and help businesses retool their
operations, the government
launched the $50 million Ontario
Together Fund.

“Tremendous”
“We’re working through all

submissions we’ve received and
we’re prioritizing proposals that
can be implemented quickly in
order to have an immediate im-
pact on critically affected areas,”
said Mr. McDonell.

“Since our initial call to action
was issued, we have had a
tremendous response from
Ontario businesses,” said Premier
Ford. 
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NOTICE
In order to deal with the COVID-19 

pandemic, The News office is closed to
the general public but we are still 

working.

Our paper will continue to be published
every Wednesday, as usual.

We encourage our customers to contact
us by phone or e-mail.

To contact us call 613-525-2020, or use
the following e-mails:

For advertising: 
production@glengarrynews.ca

For word ads: office@glengarrynews.ca

For subscriptions: 
circulation@glengarrynews.ca

For news: gnews@glengarrynews.ca

For sports: sports@glengarrynews.ca

Updates will be provided at 
glengarrynews.ca

Thank you for your patience and 
understanding during this time.

A Smiths Falls woman has
been charged with assaulting a
police officer after an altercation
at a North Glengarry business
April 9.

Stormont-Dundas-Glengarry
Ontario Provincial Police officers
were dispatched to the business
on County Road 20 at about 7:20
p.m. They were responding to a
report of a person being aggres-
sive with staff. The suspect was
located a short distance away.
Once in custody the accused as-
saulted an officer, the detach-
ment says.

Melissa Powers, 33, was
charged with assaulting a peace
officer, being intoxicated in a
public place and trespassing.

She was released pending a
court appearance June 25 in
Cornwall.

Weapon charge
A Montréal man was charged

with a weapons offence after he
was found to be in possession of
pepper spray during a traffic top
on Highway 401 in South
Glengarry April 12.

SD&G OPP officers spotted a
vehicle travelling at 131 kilome-
tres per hour in a 100 km-per-
hour zone. 

Reda Khadir, 19, was charged
with possession of ammunition
contrary to a prohibition order,
concealing a prohibited device
and five counts of failing to com-
ply with conditions of an under-
taking.

The 19 year-old driver, also
from Montréal, was charged
with speeding.

160 on the 401
Two 26-year-old drivers were

clocked travelling at 160 kilome-
tres per hour on Highway 401 in
South Glengarry recently. 

A Waterloo motorist was
flagged down April 9 while a
Québec driver was stopped
April 12.

Their vehicles were im-
pounded, their driver's permits
seized for seven days and they
were charged with stunt driving.Rising costs force cancellation 

of swimming lessons 
BY STEVEN WARBURTON

News Staff
Due to higher than anticipated costs, North Glengarry will no longer

pursue the option of offering swimming lessons at Mill Pond in
Alexandria this summer.

The township's Director of Community Services, Anne Leduc, recom-
mended council abandon the project after learning that it would cost
about $22,000. That's because the beach at Island Park would need to
be fully patrolled for seven hours a day for seven days during a nine-
week period.

The costs would include lifeguard salaries, open water certification
training for those lifeguards, as well as equipment and various other
fees.

Ms. Leduc said that because of these expenses, if there were six chil-
dren in each session, the overall cost per child would be over $600. If
there were eight children, it would be over $450 per child.

“At this point, staff feels that we wouldn't be getting a very good return
on investment by going forward with this program at this time,” she said.

Councillor Jeff Manley, who voted against the motion to stop pursuing
swimming lessons, called it “disappointing.”

“There was quite a bit of excitement in the community about this,” he
said. “It's disappointing that the costs are so high.”

According to Lifesaving Society requirements, the township would
have to provide the lifeguards as well as a dedicated emergency cell-
phone, a megaphone, buoyant throwing assists, reaching poles, paddle-
boards, and skin-diving equipment.

Although she ultimately voted in favour of the motion, Deputy-Mayor
Carma Williams agreed with Mr. Manley that it's an unfortunate situa-
tion. Mayor Jamie MacDonald also voted against cancelling the lessons.

Hospital programs suspended
Meanwhile, the pool at Hôpital Glengarry Memorial Hospital has been

closed. “Our intention is to resume full programming for the pool once
the pandemic has subsided,” said CEO Michael Cohen. “Both the lessons
and the aquafit are important for the community and we will endeavour
to bring them back when public safety is no longer an issue.”

LUCKY DRIVER: Fortunately, nobody was injured in this April 13 accident. When this tractor trailer rolled over on the Highway 401
eastbound off ramp at Boundary Road in South Glengarry Township near Cornwall, it did not affect 401 traffic. But it did take a few
hours to get the ramp open, reports the Stormont-Dundas-Glengarry Ontario Provincial Police detachment. 

OPP PHOTOS

SIGN STOLEN: “Our Iona Academy Family was deeply saddened to discover that the new Iona sign
at the end of our driveway was stolen,” reads the report from the St. Raphael’s School. Anyone with
information is asked to call the OPP 1-888-310-1122.

SPRING CLEANING: Lynn Lafave, President of the Sir John Johnson Manor House Committee, was seen doing some spring cleaning
outside the Williamstown landmark Saturday. She is shown with her German Shepherd, Ella. Usually, the Manor House has a work bee
near the end of April where the committee turns out and puts in a few hours, but the COVID-19 pandemic has not made that possible.
In the meantime, Mrs. Lafave hopes that volunteers will stop by on an individual basis to work on small tasks, like raking and tending
flower bins. STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO

Officer
assaulted



BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

As community groups are either
cancelling or postponing their
events due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, North Glengarry Township
has stepped up to the plate by of-
fering some concessions, at least as
far as township grants are con-
cerned.

Council has agreed that all
grants allocated through its
Community Grants program
would be maintained for organi-
zations postponing events until

later this year. 
If an event is cancelled, the

money must be returned to the
township minus expenses that
have already been incurred. Those
postponing until 2021 will be re-
quired to reapply for funding.

Many grant recipients have al-
ready decided to postpone their
events. The Dalkeith Historical
Society, for example, was planning

an old-fashioned barn dance on
the Robertson Clark property May
23. That has been postponed until
October. 

The group has already spent the
$1,500 it received from the town-
ship to promote the event, which
would include square dancing, a
campfire, a photo booth, and hay
bale tossing.

The MCM Festival was hoping

to hold a Celtic Fair at the
Glengarry Sports Palace in May.
Its contingency plan is to hold sev-
eral smaller concerts in the fall, so
the festival can stay alive and cre-
ate momentum for a bigger event
in 2021.

Other events had to be cancelled
altogether. The Kenyon
Agricultural Society had already
spent its $3,500 to support a chil-

dren’s tent at the Maxville Fair,
which was cancelled earlier this
month. A Glengarry Earth Day
event also had to be cancelled,
though the group responsible will
return its $1,000 grant to the mu-
nicipality.

Other groups remain in a state
of limbo. The Friends of the King
George Park are planning a three-
movie series for this summer and

there are no plans to change it yet.
Centre Lochiel Centre still plans to
hold a mini Bunnock tournament
in September. The Glengarry
Artists Collective is in “wait and
see” mode for its Art in the Square
event on Alexandria’s Main Street.
The group is concerned that if that
event has to be postponed until
next year, it could be impacted by
road construction.  
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North Glengarry Water Works Department to begin 
Flushing & Maintenance Program on April 20

How Will Residents be Impacted?

Concerned about your water? Contact our 
Public Works Department

pwadmin@northglengarry.ca 
 T. 613.525.3087

Chris Leblanc, prop.

Alexandria

Canadian Pest Control Services
Residential • Commercial

613-525-0838  1-888-566-7317

•Cluster Flies
•Spiders

Specializing in residential and
commercial extermination of:

Reclaim your home from unwanted guests.
Specializing in residential and
commercial extermination of:

•Ladybugs
•Ants

•Earwigs
•Ticks
•Etc.

Reclaim your home from unwanted guests.

Totum Research; Canadians 18+, weekly readership, March 2019
Millennials: age 19-36 years (born 1982-1999); Baby Boomers: age 54-72 years (born 1946-1964)

For more information, go to www.newsmediacanada.ca

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

NEWSPAPERS 24/7
2019

GROWTH IN WEEKLY READERSHIP
Access to digital news platforms has only increased Canadians’ access 
to news content, and consequently more Canadians than ever are 
reading newspapers, in print or digital formats.

NINE OUT OF TEN 
Canadians (88%) read 

newspapers each 
week in 2019. 

RE
AD

ER
SH

IP
 

2019 
weekly 

readership 
was 88%

2012 
weekly 

readership 
was 85%

CANADIANS ACCESS 
NEWSPAPERS ON 
BOTH PRINT AND 
DIGITAL PLATFORMS

of readers are reading  
BOTH print AND digital 

newspaper content. 

 

52% 

of Canadians are  
reading newspapers  

on ANY platform.

88% 

Rather than give up their 
printed reading habit, more 
and more readers are choosing 
tablets, computers and 
smartphones to read 
newspapers as well.

90% 
DIGITAL READERS

PRINT READERS
The strongest print readers are 
Baby Boomers.

of all print readers also 
use digital platforms

of all computer  
readers also  
read in print 

64% 
57% 

66% 
of all tablet  
readers also  
read in print  of all phone 

readers also  
read in print 

The strongest digital readers are Millennials.

51% 56% 68% 51% 

% Weekly Readership

NEWSPAPER READING OCCURS THROUGHOUT THE DAY

51 
41 

50 

36 42 
53 

“Given heightened levels of 
global mistrust, there is a clear 
and continued affinity for 
reliable reporting. Newspapers 
continue to be the go-to 
source for credible, trusted 
and independent news, in both 
print and digital formats.”

Bob Cox
News Media Canada 

Early morning At breakfast Between breakfast 
and lunch 

During lunch Between lunch and 
dinner 

After dinner 

% Weekly Readership on ANY Platform

PRINT COMPUTER PHONE TABLET

Par Laura Peck
Margot, ma grand-mère était née à Paris en 1899. Dans les an-

nées 40, elle avait emménagé avec sa famille dans une ville de
l'ouest de la France,  de la même taille que Cornwall. Ma grand-
mère a toujours été une petite crevette menue et élégante. Avant
la guerre, mère au foyer, sa vie tournait autour de son mari,
Léon – un jour, peut-être, je vous parlerai de mon fameux
grand-père – et leurs quatre enfants. Ses deux pièces préférées
dans leur grande maison de ville : SA cuisine et SA salle de bains.
Ma grand-mère savait prendre soin des autres comme d’elle-
même. Après la guerre, elle a continué. Avait-elle gardé son rit-
uel du matin lorsque sa ville fut occupée? Je ne lui ai jamais de-
mandé. Longtemps après, petite fille, j’avais remarqué dans sa
chambre deux très vieilles haltères. Ma grand-mère, tous les
matins faisait sa gym et levait des poids. La porte entrouverte
me laissait juste voir derrière le lit, les bras et les poids. Gauche,
5, 6, 7, 8. Droit, 5, 6, 7, 8. J’aimais entendre le souffle et la respi-
ration de ma grand-mère toute à son rituel. Puis, durant un
temps qui me semblait infini, ma grand-mère se préparait dans
sa salle de bain. Le maquillage était la dernière étape de son rit-
uel, avant de rejoindre la vie de la maisonnée. Et ce, tous les
jours. C’est la force de son rituel.

Alors, je me suis dit, que pendant cette crise, j’allais tester le
rituel de ma grand-mère, ce petit bout de femme qui avait tra-
versé des années de souffrance et d’incertitude (deux guerres,
mari déporté, fille mariée à un résistant, santé précaire des autres
enfants). En ce moment, tous les matins, je me concentre sur
ma gym au lever. A côté de mon lit, sans les poids, j’enchaîne
quatre séries d’exercices. Gauche; 5, 6, 7, 8. Droit, 5, 6, 7, 8. Entre
chaque, j’ajoute 12 pompes, c’est très bon pour les bras, partic-
ulièrement chez les plus de … Peu importe l’âge en fait. Sur le
tapis de ma chambre, pour l’instant, je ressemble plus à baleine
échouée qui souffle et peine à respirer. Souffrir avec le sourire.
Je pense à ma grand-mère. Tous les jours, je rallonge le temps
passé aux exercices. J’aime l’énergie qui m’anime ensuite pour
la journée. Prendre soin de soi, ce n’était pas inné pour moi. Par
contre, dans ma maisonnée vide d’enfants et de conjoint j’ai la
chance d’avoir une cuisine et une salle de bain. Durant Covid-
19, la cuisine conserve sa place centrale. Avec peu et les recettes
échangées par texto avec ses voisins, c'est facile de se régaler.
J’avoue avoir délaisser le maquillage dans la salle de bain. Je
vais m’y remettre, chaque jour. J’ai encore quelques semaines
pour que cela complète mon rituel.

Un rituel qui fait sourire et rend plus belle! Comme celui de
ma poubelle qui a diminué de moitié. Et vous? Quel rituel avez-
vous découvert avec le sourire?  laurapeck@lapublishers.ca ou
à richard@glengarrynews.ca

GÉNIE
ANTI
GÂCHIS

BRILLIANT DUSK: Carlyle MacMillan photographed the sun beaming through a pine in his back-
yard at Kirk Hill.

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff

North Glengarry now requires more notice from those
who want to cancel ice or facility bookings at the Glengarry
Sports Palace in Alexandria and the Manville & District
Sports Complex.

In the past, rentals had to be cancelled no later than seven
days prior in order to get a refund. Now that North
Glengarry council approved changes to its Facilities
Cancellation Policy, the deadline has been moved to 14 days
prior. For carnivals, tournaments, weddings, or other events
where there is a considerable amount of staff preparation

time, the township needs at least four weeks notice if the
booking organization doesn’t want to be charged. With
three weeks notice the municipality can recoup 50 per cent
of its costs. 

The township’s Director of Community Services, Anne
Leduc, said the changes are necessary in order to avoid
overbooking of ice times. 

She added that the past policy was overly generous, at
least as far as other municipalities are concerned, and that
the new deadlines are comparable to what North
Glengarry’s neighbours are applying.

She also pointed out that the policy is open to interpreta-

tion and that the township could cancel rentals on the day
of if there is an extenuating circumstance, like a snowstorm.

In order to avoid overbooking, regular ice users may only
request a maximum of five per cent more ice time than what
was used the previous year. 

Unless other arrangements have been agreed upon with
North Glengarry, ice users must pay 50 per cent of the ice
rental costs before their first rental. The other 50 per cent is
due prior to Jan. 1, 2021.

Regarding overbooking, Ms. Leduc said that in the past,
one group had booked 142 hours more than it actually used.
This had the potential to cost the township nearly $20,000.

Good news for community groups as township maintains funding

New arena rental rule will save taxpayers money

SIX-FOOT RULE: Businesses and customers are growing accustomed to the six-foot rule and re-
strictions on the number of clients who are allowed inside stores.

The East Ontario Super Hockey
League will feature two new teams
next season as well as a revamped
one.

The Glengarry Pipers and
Frontenac Phantoms will join the
league, bringing it up to six teams
and, perhaps, making some nostal-
gic for the NHL's original six era. 

Additionally, the Maxville team
has changed its nickname from the
Millionaires to the Mustangs and
will, obviously, have a brand new
jersey for the 2020-2021 season.
According to an EOSHL press re-
lease, the Millionaires roster was
purchased in late March by Matt
Thompson and Maxime Boucher,
who subsequently changed the
team's name. The Pipers, whose
jerseys are reminiscent of the Los
Angeles Kings, are owned by Ryan
McLeod with Jamie Lavigne serv-
ing as General Manager. They will
play their home games at the
Glengarry Sports Palace in
Alexandria. The Phantoms will play
out of the North Frontenac
Community Arena in Godfrey.

The Pipers, Mustangs, and
Phantoms will join the Desoronto
Bulldogs, West Carleton Rivermen,
and Cornwall Prowlers. The
EOSHL says it's not done adding
teams and hopes to add two more
teams, allowing it to create two
four-team divisions and allowing
for seasons of 20 scheduled games.

More 
teams
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SAFE. SANE.

Since 1892, The Glengarry News has been a reliable local source.

During times of crisis, such as the current COVID-19 pandemic, more and more

people are turning to The News to be sanely and safely informed of local efforts

being made to live with the outbreak.

With our custom subscription pricing package, we are making it easier for you

to continue to be reliably informed while staying safely at home.

Take advantage of our special affordable, low-commitment subscription

packages

Paper subscription 

1 year  $60

6 months $32

3 months $16

Digital
1 year $45

6 months $28

3 months $15

Buy one for yourself, your family members and be sure to get one for a friend!

Call 613-525-2020or e-mailcirculation@glengarrynews.canow!

Visit the Church of Your Choice

MARCOUX
ROAD
BIBLE
CHURCH

Adult Sunday
School – 10:15 am
Service – 11 am
Bible Study – Weds 

6:30 pm

WHERE BIBLICAL TRUTH MATTERS
AND HOPE IN GOD IS RENEWED

19755 Marcoux Rd., Alexandria
TEL: 613-525-0876

OUT AND ABOUT: Kyle Sinnott took her daughters, Farrah, 8,
and Rose, 8 months, for a walk in Williamstown on Saturday
morning. STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO

FUTURE MOTORISTS: Blake Burns, 3, watches as cousin Alex
Marion, also 3, drives this mini-car in Glen Walter on Saturday.
Blake's brother, Brady, 4, is also seen.    STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO

BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff

North Stormont staff is confi-
dent that upper levels of govern-
ment will step up when it comes
to providing financial assistance
to help offset the economic fallout
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Right now, we don’t have any
information, but we’re constantly
working with everyone and the
Counties, and looking at all the
media to see if anything is coming
out for us,” Carly Wheeler, the
township’s director of
finance/treasurer, said during the
April 14 virtual council meeting.

“There’s so far been only one
funding opportunity. However,
that was for social housing, I be-
lieve, so it did not apply to us.”

Ms. Wheeler added that her de-
partment is maintaining a list of
costs incurred “for any spending

we’ve done due to COVID-19, in
hopes that there will be some
funding available down the
road.”

Lost revenue
The municipality is also keeping

track of lost revenue from town-
ship recreational facilities such as
the Finch Community Arena.

Councillor Steve Densham, who
initially asked Ms. Wheeler for “a
heads-up as to what it (possible
funding possibilities) is likely to
look like for our municipality,”
during discussions on the trea-
surer’s report for March, was
pleased with the treasurer’s ef-
forts.

“That’s fantastic,” said Coun.
Densham.  “Thank you very
much for keeping this on the
radar screen. I think that there
will likely be opportunities com-
ing up in the future.”

North Stormont
banking on 

governments to
soften blow

Wind farm file 
still very active

BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff

While the Nation Rise Wind
Farm project in North Stormont
was abruptly cancelled by
Environment Minister Jeff Yurek
more than four months ago,
there’s no shortage of news re-
garding the failed multi-million-
dollar initiative.

A staff report on the status of
the project, prepared by township
CAO Craig Calder for the April 14
regular council meeting, contains
a great deal of insight on
current/recent developments.

EDPR continues to have a pres-
ence on site through its general
contractor, Borea. 

Borea has two staff regularly
visiting turbine sites to ensure
generators stay operational and
ensure maintenance requirements
are being completed,” noted Mr.
Calder.

“Enercon, the turbine manufac-
turer/installer, has been present to
inspect existing equipment but
are doing no further work on the
project.  EDPR has confirmed se-
curity is present 24/7 on the site.”

Some related infrastructure
work has also been put on hold
due to the repercussions of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“With the weather now permit-
ting road reparation activities,
public works had been engaged
with EDPR to discuss road al-
lowance mediation. Public works

staff have confirmed there are no
vehicular or pedestrian safety is-
sues with any remediation sites,”
explained Mr. Calder.

“The most recent provincial es-
sential workplace restrictions
would prohibit any such work
being undertaken at this time.
The required remediation would
fall outside the scope of critical in-
frastructure repair and mainte-
nance under Section 34(iv),” of
the Community Services portion
of the Emergency Management
and Civil Protection Act.

Judicial review
The judicial review on the

Nation Rise project is ongoing,
with the official hearing – in a vir-
tual format streamed live from
Ontario Superior Court – com-
mencing this past Friday (April
17). 

Mr. Calder also told council that
EDPR “has advised township ad-
ministration that their office will
keep the township apprised of
any updates/statutory timeline for
a decision.”

In a March 9 email sent to
North Stormont Public Works
Superintendent Blake Henderson,
Ken Little, Associate Director for
EDP Renewables Canada stated
that the firm doesn’t have an “ex-
pected timeline” for resolution of
the matter, adding that “it could
be several weeks to a couple of
months following the hearing”
before a decision is rendered.

NOT OVER YET: Concerns about bats were cited as the prime
reason the Ontario government halted the Wind Rise wind energy
development, a plan that had sparked widespread opposition. Yet
the issue has not been totally resolved as the developer has ap-
pealed the decision.

North Stormont council awarded a contract for the supply and ap-
plication of liquid dust suppressant to Pollard Products Inc. – part of a
joint tender involving the six townships comprising the United
Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry – at its April 14 regular
meeting.

The Harrow company submitted the lowest quoted price ($373.75
per tonne) of the three firms who bid on the job, with Da-Lee Dust
Control Ltd. of Stoney Creek, proposing a unit price of $448.80, and
Innovative Surface Solutions of Ajax at $416.16 per tonne.

North Stormont entered into the joint tender with the five other local
municipalities to take advantage of bulk pricing.

The municipality’s requirement of 375 tonnes of liquid dust suppres-
sant results in a total price tag of $140,156.25 for its share of the
$754,731.25 total joint tender.

Contract awarded
Lynn Macdonell, of Cornwall, enjoyed “super sunny” bird-watching
conditions to photograph an assortment of fine-feathered friends
at Cooper Marsh. A member of the Cornwall and Area Bird Club,
which supports the marsh, she saw redhead ducks, a tree swallow
and a woodpecker, among other species.

ARTISTIC STEPS: The steps of Sacré Coeur Church in Alexandria had a message of hope as two of its parishioners took it upon them-
selves to scrawl uplifting messages in chalk. Marie-Josée Larocque did the French message and Josée Jeaurond did the English mes-
sage. STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO

Marsh a 
haven for 

birds and their friends



Labour peace has been achieved
between the Ontario government
and most of its teachers unions.

The Ontario Secondary School
Teachers Federation came to
terms with the province this
week.

Agreements had been reached
with the Elementary Teachers’
Federation of Ontario, the
Association des enseignantes et
des enseignants franco-ontariens
and the Ontario English Catholic
Teachers Association while the
OSSTF had halted job actions
since schools were closed because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Members of the Ontario English
Catholic Teachers’ Association
(OECTA) voted strongly in favour
of ratifying the agreement on cen-
tral terms for a new contract. 

In this area, the results for
Eastern OECTA members were
not available. “But I do know
across the province, 94 per cent
voted in favour of the proposed
collective agreement,” relates
Mike Hamilton, president of the
Eastern branch of the union, the
bargaining unit for teachers em-
ployed by the Catholic District
School Board of Eastern Ontario.

“This was a particularly difficult
round of negotiations, in which
the government was seeking to
implement significant cuts to pub-
licly funded education,” said
OECTA President Liz Stuart. “Our
bargaining team put in a tremen-
dous amount of time and effort to
reach an agreement that will
allow Catholic teachers to con-
tinue providing high quality edu-
cation over the long term.”

After more than 34 days of bar-
gaining, the Association des en-
seignantes et des enseignants
franco-ontariens reached a settle-
ment for the renewal of Franco-
Ontarian teachers’ collective bar-
gaining agreements that had ex-
pired August 31, 2019. 

“Catholic teachers made it clear
every step of the way that we
would do what it took to stand up

for students,” said Ms. Stuart. “As
a result, among other things, we
have secured funding for pro-
grams and supports for vulnera-
ble students, ensured that no stu-
dent has to participate in manda-
tory e-learning, and enhanced

processes related to the reporting
of violence in the classroom.” 

The association will begin nego-
tiations between local OECTA
units and Catholic school boards
for the local terms of their respec-
tive collective agreements. 

Condolences
Condolences to Diane and Gilles

Burelle, on Concession 7, and Lise
Leblanc, in Cornwall, on the passing
of their father and husband, Yvon
Leblanc, April 13 in Cornwall. Yvon
and Lise had previously lived on
Concession 5 West for a number of
years. Yvon had been the organist at
St. Catherine of Sienna Church for a
long time.

Sympathies to the Trottier family,
of Concession 3, on the passing of
Gerald last week. Gerald had previ-
ously been  a 6th of Kenyon resident.

Earth Day
April 22 is Earth Day, but Pitch In

Canada Week and household haz-
ardous day will have be to be
rescheduled.n

Good news

I have good news for anyone who
enjoys listening to really excellent
speakers. A virtual version of the
New Evangelization Summit is
planned for this Saturday, April 25,
from noon until 3 p.m. It is free to
join, and everyone is welcome to
participate. 

If you recall, the annual NES is
usually a day-long event in which
the speakers address a live audience
in Ottawa. A live-stream broadcast
of the talks is simultaneously viewed
by listeners at host sites across North
America and internationally. 

I have been part of the team facil-
itating the NES at the Cornwall host
site since its inception in 2015, and
was so disappointed when the 2020
event was cancelled. I am delighted
that the organizers have found a
way to deliver the summit online.
Even better, the talks will address the
challenges we face thanks to the cur-
rent COVID-19 pandemic restric-
tions. 

The summit will offer you a series
of thought-provoking talks, no mat-
ter what your level of spirituality.
Speakers include Sherry Weddell,
Nicky Gumbel, Pete Burak and Fr.
Justin Huang. It is free to participate,
can be viewed from the comfort of
your home, and is just three hours
in duration. Why not see what it’s all
about? Register for free at
UEvangelize.org/Summit Spread the
word. Enjoy!

Social Notes
Celebrating on the 23rd are my

birthday buddies Brenda Baxter,
Bernie MacCulloch, Laurie Lynch,
Carmen Jeaurond, and my good
friend Mary Ferguson, who marks a
half-century of good living this year.
Kenny McDonell celebrates his 60th
birthday on the 26th. Randy
McDonell, Charity Franklin and Kim
Walsh share an April 27 birthdate.
Monique Keeler celebrates on the
28th. Happy birthday to all! n

How to read codes
Always read the label on the foods

you buy -- no matter what the front
of the box or packages says, turn it
over and read the back -- carefully!
With all the food and pets product
now coming from China it is best to
make sure you read the label at the
grocery store  when buying food
products. Many products do not
show where they were made, only
give where the distributor is located. 

It is important to read the bar code
to track its origin. This may be useful
to know when grocery shopping, if
it’s a concern to you.

Buy USA & Canadian made by
watching for 0 at the beginning of
the number. Example: 00-09.

If the first three digits of bar code
are 690, 691 or 692, the product is
made in China; 471 is made in
Taiwan. This is our right to know,
but the governments and related
departments never educate the
public, therefore we have to rescue
ourselves. We need every boost we
can get.  n

Third Bòcan Hill?
A short while ago, I was in touch

with Chelsey MacPherson, a bud-
ding Gaelic scholar and avid history
buff. I reached out to her for confir-
mation that bocan was the Gaelic
word for ghost. This she did and
kindly corrected my spelling while
she was at it. “Yes, bòcan is the
Gaelic for ghost,” Ms. MacPherson
emailed me. In 2017, she transcribed
an interview on Glengarry folklore
with Ewan Ross. As Mr. Ross told it,
“We have ghosts, but we still refer
to them under their old Gaelic name
of bòcans. But a bòcan isn’t really a
ghost, perhaps he’s more like a hob-
goblin. The kind that scares you to
death and then laughs at you.”

Bòcan isn’t a word that one
bumps into all that often. However,
Ken McEwen (a regular contributor)
mentioned it when he commented
on a recent column of mine in
which it was suggested that the
Scottish were a rather superstitious
people. “I thought this was the
purview of the Irish,” Mr. McEwen
teased me, “but it brought to mind
a story, apparently based on an in-
cident that actually occurred, which
my Dad related when I was young.”
Mr. McEwen’s wife Chris also recalls
hearing the same tale around her
family’s kitchen table when she was
growing up on Skye Road, north of
Dunvegan.

The gist of the story was that a
man had died by his own hand
when he hanged himself from a
tree, near where a road passed over
a hill. While not one hundred per-
cent certain, Mr. McEwen is under
the impression this unfortunate in-
cident occurred somewhere along
the 8th of Kenyon, east of

Greenfield Road. And, as if the un-
timely demise of this tormented
man wasn’t enough to kick-start a
ghost story, the suicide apparently
took place in winter. As a conse-
quence, by the time it was discov-
ered, the corpse’s head was topped
with a cone of snow that was remi-
niscent of a white witch’s hat. In
time, the infamous site became
known as Bòcan Hill. However, it
would appear that Kenyon faces
challenges to any claim to being the
one and only Bòcan Hill. According
to Ewan Ross, there are two other
locations in Glengarry with the
same moniker. 

The first is on Old Military Road
between Blind Road and Crooked
Road. As Ewan Ross describes it,
“back near Kirk Hill at Duncan the
Hook’s place.” As the spot was fea-
tured in one of the Glengarry
Pioneer Museum’s Historical
Driving Tours, I asked Harold
MacMillan, a former co-organizer of
the event, for the story behind
Lochiel’s haunted hill. While unsure
of the exact year, Mr. MacMillan be-
lieves the story’s origin dates back
to the mid 1800s. Apparently a
young ne'er-do-well by the name of
MacLeod was partying with his
mates. They ran out of liquid re-
freshments, so Mr. MacLeod volun-
teered to hoof it to the tavern at
Quigley’s Corners. The problem
was he failed to return. Although he
did turn up the next day, I believe.
However, he was a changed man.
His hair had turned white overnight
and he flatly refused to speak about
what had transpired as he travelled
through the thick, dark forest that
bordered both sides of the knoll that
came to be known as Bòcan Hill. He
also gave up his sinful ways, re-
nounced the demon rum and be-
came a pillar of the church. For gen-
erations after, travellers would urge
their horse to speed up as they
passed over the haunted hillock.
The second Ghost Hill is located in
Charlottenburgh. “On the north
bank of the valley of the Beaudette
between Glen Roy and Green
Valley, and especially that part to-
ward the Military Road (Highway
34),” recounts Mr. Ross. According
to Ms. MacPherson, Angus
MacDonald of St. Raphael's refers to
the site as Cnoc Mór a' Bhòcain or

Big Hill of the Ghost in English. As
for how it came to have this super-
natural association, I’ll let Mr. Ross
tell the story.

“One nice summer night there
had been a bit of a céilidh at the tav-
ern and one Irishman in particular
had all he could handle and a bit
more perhaps. He at last was per-
suaded to start for home. And the
folk at the tavern door saw him
started, careening from tree to tree,
making progress to the south at the
same time. They knew he would
turn west when he got to the 8th
concession trail. But by and by,
screams were heard coming from
the bush southwest of the tavern.
And all of a sudden, the drunken
Irishman burst out of the bush and
headed for the tavern door with his
hair standing straight up on end.
His clothes half torn off of him and
blood running from his mouth and
nose. Straight through the tavern
door he went, in behind the bar and
crawled underneath it – still scream-
ing.” After someone got the idea of
pouring a slug of hooch into his
mouth every time he opened it to
scream, he finally settled down
enough to tell his tale. “The light-
ning was flashing around and youse
could smell the brimstone. Then the
devil grabbed hold of me and beat
the hell out of me. But I got away
and took to the bush and be
damned if he and his lights didn’t
follow me and him all the time
squealin’ like a pig. By damned
boys, I ain’t gonna go down into
that swamp no more!”

If you get a chance, I strongly rec-
ommend reading the transcription
of the Ewan Ross’ interview. It may
be available on the museum’s web
site. But just in case, I plan on up-
loading it to my Dunvegan-Times.ca
blog when I post this week’s col-
umn. In the meantime, if you have
any information on the alleged
Bòcan Hill in Kenyon, please call or
email me.

120 years ago…
As our little hamlet, like the rest of

the country, is shuttered these days,
I turned to the Dunvegan column
of April 27th, 1900 to see what was
going on. Two items caught my eye.
The first was that William McLeod
was moving the building formerly
used as a tannery westward. “The

lower storey will be used as a repair-
ing shop while the upper flat will be
used as a public hall.” It would be
interesting to know if this building
was of log or frame construction,
and if it still exits. Hard to believe
the community needed another
public hall. Perhaps it was for those
folks who were uncomfortable
using the Orange Lodge.
Unfortunately, it was assumed that
the reader would know what Mr.
McLeod proposed repairing. 

As for the second item, it is
straight up weird. Here it is verba-
tim: “The small boy is not playing
marbles in this place, but sometimes
perhaps he trades bladeless jack-
knives sight unseen.” I have no idea
what my 1900 counterpart was get-
ting at. Is it a clue? Is it a puzzle? Is
it an in-joke? Here too, if you have
any ideas, I would love to know. n

Good morning, Dalkeith.
How's it going in your neck of the

woods? I can tell you that here on
Breadalbane we are enjoying our
down time. No pressures from the
outside with plenty of time for a
morning nap. We are even getting
Netflix installed! It's still too cold for
serious gardening but cleaning last
year’s growth is doable. I did too
much last Saturday sending me for
complete bed rest on Sunday.
Donald has taken over the barn
chores for now and riding is in
question. And dancing the
Highland fling is definitely out.
Speaking of the fling, Montreal has
cancelled its Highland games that
are held right after the Maxville
Games. Is our summer tradition of
wild and woolly partying in jeop-
ardy? Was I too swift on getting my
coggins test  for Cinderella's show
season this year? I announced to
Donald that we should raise chick-
ens for the freezer this year. The an-
swer was still no! Crazy stuff goes
through one's mind when you have
time to think about it. We, of a cer-
tain generation, have the advantage
of scaling back to bare bones if nec-
essary. We listened to the many
tales of how things were done in the
Great Depression and have been
well groomed for this very moment
in time. I see dinner parties, with so-
cial distancing in place, coming back
into style. We can use that good
china, silverware and stemmed
glassware again. Get out the linen
table cloth and napkins. OK, stop
me now, I will start with washing
the windows and go from there.

Happy birthday
Let's give a big Dalkeith birthday

wish to Theo Willems on his 80th
birthday, April 23. Theo, enjoy your
special day and wishing you good
health and stay safe. We're all in this
together. 

My friend M'Lou in Barrie, is now
in the hospital after having surgery
for a twisted bowel. This, just while
recovering from shoulder surgery.
Please keep her in your prayers that
she will get well and see her family
soon. 

I just received a letter from the
Greater Vancouver Food Bank
that a donation was made by my
girlfriend as requested for my
birthday. Please remember our
food banks at this great time of
need. 

Let the professionals feed our
hungry, they get the best deals
and know their clients. Be kind to
each other.

Help where you can and stay
safe. From Breadalbane with love,
Maggie.n
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PATCHES is a grey 2-year-old 
DSH male cat

PLEASE NOTE: the Animal Centre will
be closed to the public until further no-
tice due to COVID-19. Patches will be
available for adoption once the centre

re-opens!
I'm an affectionate, fun-loving 
sweetheart who loves to play, but I'm
not so keen on being picked up, so
I'd do best in a home without very
young children. I go bananas for the
bubbles, so get swishing that wand.
And check out my extra toes: did you
know polydactyl cats are considered
lucky? Take me home, and I'll bring
that luck to you!

PET OF THE WEEK

ONTARIO SPCA
PROTECTING ANIMALS SINCE 1873
STORMONT, DUNDAS & GLENGARRY BRANCH

Proud Sponsor of Pet of the Week

Tel.: 613-525-4146 Fax: 613-525-4665

Jacqui Wignall B.Sc. H., D.V.M.

Janet Lalonde B.Sc. Agr., D.V.M.

21421 County Road 10
(Glen Robertson Road)

Alexandria, ON  K0C 1A0

Every single day animals arrive needing our help. We invite you to drop
by the shelter during  adoption hours to visit the animals, or browse our
site (www.sdg.ontariospca.ca) and view our adoptable animals on-line.
Find your friend for life!

550 Boundary Road, Cornwall
Fax: (613) 936-0137                  Email: sdg@ospca.on.ca

Adoption hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat.: 10:30 am - 4 pm
Thurs.: 10:30 am - 5 pm; Sundays and Holidays: CLOSED

Please call the OSPCA at 613-936-0072 or visit the animals 
for adoption at www.sdg.ontariospca.ca

20015D Hwy. 43, West of Alexandria

Gilles Hurtubise

quit stalling!
BRING IT TO US.
•  Alternators, Starters

and Generators 
– Rebuilt or New

•  Automotive, Commercial,
Agricultural

613-525-0609

HIGH AND DRY: An osprey safe on its nest high above County Road 2 near Glen Walter. 
STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO

DUNVEGAN

JAMES JOYCE
613-527-3413

james@tam-creek.ca

NORTH
LANCASTER
INEZ FRANKLIN
613-347-7666

inez1989@hotmail.com

ALEXANDRIA
NICOLE
BOURBONNAIS
613-525-1574

claudenicole@eastlink.ca

GREENFIELD

MARY
COUTURE
613-527-2421

DALKEITH

MAGGIE DEAN
613-874-9994

deantillett@hawkigs.net

BY SCOTT CARMICHAEL
News Staff 

North Stormont council is backing a resolution
from the Township of Tyendinaga to pressure the
federal government to resolve First Nations’ concerns
regarding the Coastal GasLink pipeline project in
British Columbia.

Tyendinaga council passed the motion March 2 en-
couraging “a peaceful conclusion to the ongoing rail
disruptions and to find a path to a peaceful solution”
regarding the pipeline initiative.

The municipality, located east of Belleville, based
its resolution on the premise that “the dispute is con-
tinuing…has directly affected the Township of
Tyendinaga and the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte.”

North Stormont council passed its motion of sup-
port during its April 14 regular council meeting.

Local Mohawk First Nations members erected a
blockade at a rail crossing in Tyendinaga township
on February 6 in support of Wet’suwet’en hereditary
chiefs who oppose the passage of the $6.6-billion
Coastal GasLink natural gas pipeline through their
traditional territory in northern B.C.

Initially, the blockade forced VIA Rail to cancel
travel between Toronto and Montreal, but by mid-
February, the independent Crown corporation was
forced to halt all passenger rail service across the
country due to the Tyendinaga blockade, as well as
others like it across Canada.

CN Rail freight service was also affected by the pro-
testers’ actions.

The Ontario Provincial Police cleared the blockade
on February 24 and arrested 10 suspects.

However, the issue has yet to be formally resolved.

North Stormont endorses 
Natives’ gas line position

Strong ‘Yes’ vote 
for teachers’ pacts

APRIL SNOW SHOWERS: The weather has been especially unpredictable and dreary over the
last few weeks as brief sunny periods have been punctuated by rain and snow. This pedestrian was
not fazed by flakes as she walked past a mural on Alexandria’s Main Street. RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTO



WORD ADS: $10 for 20 words, plus 37¢ for each
additional word $1 off for each consecutive
week. Birth announcement ads: FREE

BOXED ADS: Call office for quote.

TARTAN OF THE WEEK:
Yorkshire TartanWE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO PLACE ALL ADS UNDER APPROPRIATE CLASSIFICATIONS

Office hours: Monday to Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

CLASSIFIEDS
Ads must be paid in advance or by:

You can reach us at 613-525-2020; by fax at 
613-525-3824; or by email at 

production@glengarrynews.ca
3 Main St. S., P.O. Box 10, Alexandria, ON K0C 1A0

Deadline is Monday at 1 p.m.

37-tf

(613) 525-2315
Mary and John MacLeod

Glengarry Representatives, R.R. 1 Dunvegan

KINGSTON 
MONUMENTS

Monuments • Plaques 
Lettering • Custom Design

Serving Families since 1904

Monuments

Death Notices Death Notices

Coming Events

Card of Thanks

Coming Events

Newspaper
$10 for 20 words! Looking to sell, buy,
rent or trade homes, items and/or serv-
ices? Call 613-525-2020 for an ad suited
to your needs and budget.

Thank you for all you do
from the residents, staff and community seniors.

Maxville Manor
We are grateful and appreciate your service

each and every day.

Reserve now for weddings,
receptions, social and family
gatherings. Fully Licensed.

Air Conditioned

Call 613527-1185
Box 31, Apple Hill, ON 16-1c

RESCHEDULED
DUE TO COVID-19

The Glengarry Celtic
Music Hall of Fame 

Annual Induction
Dinner 2020

NEW TENTATIVE 
DATE

Friday, Oct. 2, 2020
16-1c

Alexandria Branch
LEBLANC, Yvon

Surrounded by his family at the
Cornwall Community Hospital
on Monday, April 13, 2020. Yvon
Leblanc of Maxville; age 78 years.
Beloved husband of Lise Leblanc
(née Taillon). Loving father of
Lyne Soramaki (Carl) of Thunder
Bay, ON and Diane Burelle
(Gilles) of Baltics Corner, ON.
Proud grandfather of Ben
Soramaki (Candice), Danny
Bissonnette (Katy), Matt
Soramaki (Laura), Mike Soramaki, Philipe Burelle, step-
grandchildren Chase and Alivia Fridd and great-grandfa-
ther of Nash and Colt Soromaki. Cherished brother of
Fleurette Parent (Yvan) of Valleyfield, QC; Suzelle Carrière
(late Rene), Maryse Morin (Marcel), Marc Leblanc (Lise)
all of Montreal, QC and Donald Leblanc (Huguette) of
Valleyfield, QC. Predeceased by his parents Alpha and
Régina Leblanc and by his brother Gilles (Claudette) of St.
Anicet, QC. Brother-in-law to Claude and Lucie Taillon of
Moose Creek, Serge Taillon of Gatineau, QC and Nicole
Taillon (late John) of Thurso, QC. He will be sadly missed
by many nieces and nephews. Yvon had a passion for na-
ture, hunting and trapping. He enjoyed all his years as a
barber and had a great friendship with many of his cus-
tomers. His passion for music, the Old Tyme Fiddlers and
jamborees, so many wonderful memories will stay in our
hearts. He was truly a role model to us and taught us never
to give up. He truly loved life and proved it all the way
until his last breath. Many thanks go out to all the won-
derful care at the Ottawa Heart Institute. St. Isidore
Medical Centre, Cornwall Community Hospital, Life Lab
and Homecare. A Celebration of life will be held at a later
date. Date and time to be announced. Funeral arrange-
ments under the care and direction of Munro & Morris
Funeral Homes Ltd., 114 Main St. South, Alexandria (613-
525-2772). As expressions of sympathy Memorial
Donations to the Ottawa Heart Institute or to the Cornwall
Community Hospital would be appreciated by the family.
As a Memorial to Yvon a tree will be planted in a Memory
Woods.

Condolences may be made online at 
www.munromorris.com

Alexandria Branch
TROTTIER, Gerald

It is with sadness that we an-
nounce the sudden passing of
Gerald Trottier at his home in
Alexandria, at the age of 88.
Beloved companion of Agathe
Binette. Loving father of Louise
Séguin (Brian), Richard (Tammy
Pilon), late Diane McDougall
(late Brent), Jacqueline Lund
(Brian), Daniel, Maryse Decoeur
(Maurice Bourck), and Nathalie
Binette (John Prieur). Dear

brother of Rene (late Sherrill), Georgette St. John (late
Bernie) and Raymond (Monique). Cherished grandfather
of 17 grandchildren and many great-grandchildren. He
was predeceased by his parents Arthur Trottier and Alma
Quenneville. He leaves to mourn many nieces, nephews,
friends and extended family. Gerald was a successful
business owner, partnering with his brother Rene for over
25 yrs. A tireless supporter of his community, Gerald was
a member of the 4th Degree Knights of Columbus and
previously served on the board of directors at GMH. A
member of his township council and dedicated member
of Église Sacré-Coeur. He was the recipient of the North
Glengarry lifetime achievement award and the Sovereign
award for volunteers. A loving and devoted father, he was
ever present and supportive of his family’s lives. Playing
a round of golf or two, calling square dances, past snow-
mobile club and camping were some of his favorite activ-
ities. He will be sadly missed and fondly remembered by
all who knew him. Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, a pri-
vate service will be held in the Chapel of the Funeral
Home. Interment will follow in the Sacré Coeur Parish
Cemetery. A public Funeral Mass to be held at a later date
in Église Sacré-Coeur, Alexandria. Date and time will be
announced. Funeral arrangements under the care and di-
rection of the Munro & Morris Funeral Homes Ltd., 114
Main St. Alexandria (613) 525-2772. As expressions of
sympathy Memorial Donations to the Glengarry
Memorial Hospital Foundation would be appreciated by
the family. As a Memorial to Gerald a tree will be planted in a
memory woods. 

Condolences may be made online at 
www.munromorris.com

Alexandria Branch
LEVERT, Edna

Peacefully at the Ottawa Civic
Hospital on Tuesday, April 14,
2020. Edna Levert (née Lapine) of
Alexandria; age 76 years. Beloved
wife of Raymond Levert. Loving
mother of Debbie Lajoie (Marcel),
Monique Piette (Marcel), Diane
Levert (Alain), Gaetan Levert,
Jacqueline Levert, Michel Levert
and late Helen Levert. Cherished
grandmother of 11 grandchildren
and 7 great-grandchildren.
Predeceased by her parents George and Mildred Lapine
(née MacDonald) and by her brother Richard. As per
Edna’s wishes there will be no service. Cremation has
taken place. Funeral arrangements under the care and di-
rection of Munro & Morris Funeral Homes Ltd., 114 Main
St. South, Alexandria (613-525-2772). As Expressions of
sympathy Memorial Donations to the Charity of your
Choice would be appreciated by the family. As a Memorial
to Edna a tree will be planted in Memory Woods. A tree grows-
memories live.

Condolences may be made online at 
www.munromorris.com Articles for Sale

 WOOD HEAT. Clean, safe and thermo-
statically controlled. Central Boiler
Outdoor Wood Furnace, 25-year war-
ranty, EPA approved. Corn and wood
pellet also available. Maiview Farm. Tel.
450-264-6937.                               3-tf

LOG-length firewood for sale, 16 feet.
Call Dan. Tel. 613-551-5945.         43-tf

HAY for sale, 4x4 round bales, first cut,
nylon wrapper, stored inside. Tel. 613-
931-1649.                                   16-2p

Produce

COMMERCIAL space for lease at 11 Mill
Square, Alexandria. Call Claude. Tel. 613-
525-2132.                                     13-tf

Space for Lease

Wanted
WANTED: New Holland manure
spreader or New Idea, 150 to 250
bushels. Tel. 613-363-0087.        15-2p

Help Wanted

WANTED: Teen for lawn and garden
work, use mower, small lawn tractor and
small rototiller. St. Elmo area. Tel. 613-
662-4327.                                 16-2nc

Real Estate

Apartments
SMALL, one-bedroom upstairs apart-
ment, Main Street, Alexandria, $650
monthly, utilities included. Tel. 613-571-
9070.                                           16-tf

2-BEDROOM apartment, heat and hydro
included, comes with fridge and stove.
271 East Boundary Rd., Alexandria,
$850. Call Jerome. Tel. 343-370-2713. 
                                                  16-1p

Lancaster Branch
O’CONNELL, Garry

Peacefully at home surrounded
by his family on Saturday, April
18, 2020. Francis “Garry”
O’Connell of Williamstown; age
74 years. Beloved husband of
Ellin O’Connell (née Molloy).
Loving father of Anastasia
(Stacey) Chisholm (Scott
Halliday) of Cornwall, and
D’Arcy (Angie) of Williamstown.
Cherished grandfather of Liam
Chisholm, Seamus, Kieran, and
Phoebe O'Connell. Dear brother of Michael (Donna).
Predeceased by brothers and sisters Gerald (Sharon), Mary
Carley (Keith), Keith (Noreen), Dennis (Rita), Bernice
Costello (Paul), Brian (Helen), Terry (Pat), Harry
(Marjorie), Ida Anne, and Bernard (Judy).  Dear son of the
late Harry and Gertrude O’Connell (née Sullivan). A Mass
of Christian Burial will be celebrated at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, Williamstown at a later date. Date and time to be
announced. Funeral arrangements are under the care and
direction of the Munro & Morris Funeral Homes Ltd., 46
Oak St. Lancaster (613-347-3629). As expressions of sym-
pathy Memorial Donations to the Heart & Stroke
Foundation of Ontario, Glengarry, Nor'Westers and
Loyalist Museum and the Char-Lan Foodgrains Bank
would be appreciated by the family. As a Memorial to Garry,
a tree will be planted in Memory Woods.

Condolences may be made online at 
www.munromorris.com
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READY TO SEED:  While early spring has had its share of wet weather many fields, particularly those that are well drained, will soon
be ready for a new planting season. Farm groups are continuing to press governments to help growers contend with several challenges.
   RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTOS

Grain Farmers of Ontario is urg-
ing the Canadian government to
take immediate action to ensure
the food supply system is secure
by providing assurance to the
farm businesses that drive one of
Canada‘s largest industries.

Grain farmers are heading into
the 2020 plant season and are de-
ciding how much, and which,
grains to plant. Given the uncer-
tainty in global markets, the drop
in demand for the current grain
supply – through ethanol plant
closures, livestock production de-
clines, and more, and the linger-
ing impacts of the last two har-
vests, grain farmers cannot bear
the burden of risk again this year.

“At current prices, in many
cases our farmer-members will
not even break even once they
sell their grain. What other indus-
try is asked to invest in this type
of uncertain future? None. Our
farmer-members must supply the
food system with grain that will
be used for food, feed for animals,
and more, but with no assurance

from the government that these
investments will not ruin them,”
said Markus Haerle, a St-Isidore
farmer who is chair of GFO.

The grains and oilseeds that will
be planted this year by grain
farmers in Ontario are an essen-
tial part of Canada‘s domestic
food supply and economy – ac-
counting for more than 75,000
jobs and $18 billion for the coun-
try‘s economy. Grain farmers in
Ontario grow about 15 million
tons of grain for Canada and the
world each year.

“We need the government to
share in the risk that farmers are
going to take this year to produce
food. Our farmers are ready, and
want, to plant the food that
Canada needs,” Mr. Haerle con-
tinued. Grain Farmers of Ontario
has proposed a solution to gov-
ernment that can be acted on im-
mediately. The mechanisms are in
place to roll out the programs that
farmers need to ensure our food
system security for today and the
future.

Many unknowns 
as farmers prepare 

to plant

Land value increases
The average value of Canadian

farmland increased by 5.2 per
cent in 2019, the smallest increase
over the past decade, according
to the latest FCC Farmland Values
Report.

The 2019 increase follows gains
of 8.4 and 6.6 per cent in 2017 and
2018, respectively, and becomes
part of a five-year trend of soften-
ing growth in average farmland
values.

In Ontario, average farmland
values increased by 6.7 per cent
in 2019, following gains of 3.6 per
cent in 2018 and 9.4 per cent in
2017.

“The days of sharp increases in
farmland values continue to be
replaced by more modest
growth,” said J.P. Gervais, FCC’s
chief agricultural economist.
“Changes in commodity prices,
uncertainty around global trade
and some challenging weather
conditions may be tapping the
brakes on an otherwise healthy
and robust Canadian agriculture
industry.”

The highest provincial increases
in 2019 were observed in two of
the Atlantic provinces: Prince
Edward Island with an average
increase of 22.6 per cent and New
Brunswick with an average in-

crease of 17.2 per cent.
Ontario, Quebec and

Saskatchewan reported average
increases slightly above the na-
tional average at 6.7, 6.4 and 6.2
per cent, respectively, while
British Columbia was closest to
the national average at 5.4 per
cent. Manitoba, Alberta and Nova
Scotia had average increases
below the national average at
four, 3.3 and 1.2 per cent, respec-
tively.

For the fourth consecutive year,
there was an insufficient number
of publicly reported transactions
in Newfoundland and Labrador
to fully assess farmland values.

Increases in farmland values re-
ported across the country are as
wide and varied as the factors
that may have influenced them.
Average farmland values have in-
creased every year since 1993;
however, increases were more
pronounced from 2011 to 2015 in
many different regions. Since
then, Canada has seen more
moderate single-digit increases in
average farmland values. The
COVID-19 pandemic makes the
current economic environment
challenging for farm operations
and business owners throughout
the entire food value chain.

MAURICE
SAUVE

Broker of Record OFFICE: 54 Main St. S., Alexandria 613-525-2940 Cell     613-360-0015
SAUVE Real Estate LTD. Brokerage

TO VIEW ALL OF MY LISTINGS SEE: www.sauverealestate.ca

GREEN VALLEY- Older 2-
storey 3 bedroom home in
good condition. Natural gas &
recent high efficancy furnace.
Municipal sewers, drilled
well. Detached garage & 2
sheds. Lot of 156x215 $122,800 

DALHOUSIE MILLS- Hobby
farm, 15.9 acres in private sce-
nic area. Century home with
renovations done. On South
side Delisle River. About 10
acres of fertile, organic work-
able land. Great place to enjoy
nature. 
$372,000

NEW PRICE $338,000

ALEXANDRIA: Scenic 110
acre hobby farm close to
Alexandria. Two storey cen-
tury home nicely renovated &
one storey addition in 1995.
Old Barn, shop & granary.
Small stream close to home.
Some wildlife  $428,000. 

GLEN ROBERTSON 2 storey
home, 4 bedrooms, red brick
fireplace in living room, big
country kitchen, freshly
painted interior. Big lot 164’ x
108’. Natural gas, drilled well.
3 compartment shop, garage
& attic. $174,800.

ALEXANDRIA- 1100 SQ.FT. -
Bungalow on Hwy 34 North of
Alexandria. Surrounded by
cedar forest. Roof 4 years old,
vinyl exterior, carport, storage
sheds. Home needs some re-
freshing. $159,900 

CALL MAURICE –
Always working hard for my customers
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Chimney Sweep Chimney Sweep

Chimney Sweep

Accounting/Bookkeeping

HHAAWWKKEESSBBUURRYY
CCHHIIMMNNEEYY

SSWWEEEEPPSS  IINNCC..
Professional cleaning, 
repairs, inspection and 

consulting services
WETT Certified Sweep

WETT CertifiedTechnician
Call Edward McDonald

613-525-4022

Bottom To Top

Renovations

Large and Small Jobs
Call for a free quote.

GLENN MACDONALD
613-527-3328

and everything
in between

Construction

Septic PumpingFoundation Repair

Windows and Doors

Lawn Care

Real Estate

Real Estate

Custom Jewellery

SALES - INSTALLATION - SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

FOR ALL YOUR WINDOW,
DOOR AND SIDING NEEDS

Alexandria, ON
cmwindowsanddoors@gmail.com

WWIINNDDOOWWSS  
DDOOOORRSS  &&
SSIIDDIINNGG

613-347-1805
Cell: 613-930-1902

APIS

CARP
Complete Home Decorating Specialists

360 Main St. S
Alexandria, ON
K0C 1A0

Tel. 613-525-2836
Fax 613-525-2916

info@tapisrichardranger.ca
www.tapisrichardranger.ca

TAPIS

CARPET

STEVE CLARK Inc.

YEAR-ROUND SERVICE / SERVICE À L’ANNÉE

Steve Clark 613 525-0893

Sales, Service,
Repairs and
Installations

- Wett Certified - 

PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP
RAMONEUR PROFESSIONNEL

Green Valley

613-525-3759    1-888-678-8810

• Mini Excavator
• Real Estate Inspections
• System Design
• Repair & Inspection

Since 1990

GOULET
Septic Pumping & Design

BDO Canada LLP
Chartered accountants and 
consultants

Want to rely on professionals who keep up
with all the income tax issues?
You can definitely rely on the BDO experts!

Alexandria 613-525-1585
Cornwall 613-932-8691
Embrun 613-443-5201
Ottawa 613-739-8221
Rockland 613-446-6497
Hawkesbury 613-632-4498

You can definitely rely on the BDO experts!

Complete Interior &
Exterior Renovations

Roofs, Siding, 
Windows and Doors

FRANKLIN
Home Building
Renovation
Contracting

Mallory Franklin, North Lancaster

613-551-3169
Windows and DoorsExcavation 

GLENGARRY EXCAVATION
& TRUCKING INC.

613-551-9652 Randy Lavigueur

• BACKHOE • BULLDOZER • EXCAVATOR
• TRUCKING • SAND • STONE

• GRAVEL • SCREENED TOPSOIL
• LICENSED SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLER
• STONE FENCE CLEARING
• SNOW REMOVAL

Carpets, Flooring, Home Decor

Sales Representative

cell: 613-551-0057

lylewarden.ca

lyle@remaxmarquis.ca

WINDOWS & DOORS

PORTES ET FENÊTRES

Yves
Gauthier

Tim
Charron

NEW LOCATION
3909 Cty Rd 45, Alexandria

(1/2 km west from the 
OPP Station)

613-525-4947
www.glengarrywindows.com

YOU could have your 
business here! 

Starting at only 
$27.69/week

An Ad This Size
Can Be Yours
for 13 Weeks

Starting at only
$27.69 per week

The Glengarry News
613-525-2020 

production@glengarrynews.ca

YOUR AD
HERE

Business and Professional Directory

Call us at 
613-525-2020

or email:
production@

glengarrynews.ca

Neil the Painter

Neil McGregor

450-269-3349

Interior
Painting, Drywall

Joints, Renovations

Painting

Interior - Exterior
Masonry Repairs

ATKINSON
FIREPLACE

613-938-3999

W.E.T.T. INSPECTIONS
Pellet Stove Repairs
and Service
Pellet Stoves

After hours service calls
and parts available

Wood
Energy
Technical
Training

brian@atkinsonweb.ca

Routine maintenance helps to maintain the value of your jewellery!

20346 Cannon St., South Lancaster 
613-347-1400

- Cleaning & Polishing
- Pearl Restringing
- Clasp/Stone/Shank Replacement
- Watch Repair & Batteries
- General Repairs

- Custom Design
- Ring Sizing
- Prong Repair
- Stone Setting
- Rhodium Plating

ASK FOR A FREE 

INSPECTION

TODAY!

Bonville Garden

514-944-7875
Garden, yard, 
lawn prep,
stump 
grinding,
natural
fertilizers

FOUNDATION
REPAIR

- Septic Repair
-Pool Demo

FREE 
ESTIMATES
OVER 20 YRS 

Experince 
613-363-5062

brunetexcavation
@gmail.com

BR
UN

ET

YOU could have your 
business card here! 

Starting at only $15.38/week
Call us at 613-525-2020

or email:
production@glengarrynews.ca

120 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 13, 1900

• Foul play is suspected in the
disappearance of Moise
Desmoreau of Hawkesbury,
who has been working at Colin
McRae’s shanty near Fassifern
during the past winter. Paid off
on March 26, he was seen with
two companions later that day,
but since then there has been no
trace of him. The local consta-
bles are investigating.
• The following officers were

re-elected at the annual meeting
of the Driving Park Co., presi-
dent, H. Munro; directors,
Duncan A. McDonald, W.D.
McLeod, D.A. McArthur, J.T.
Schell, Allan J. McDonald and
A.G.F. Macdonald.

110 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 15, 1910

• Very Rev. William A.
Macdonell, Bishop of
Alexandria, truly laid the corner-
stone of the Church of the
Sacred Heart, yesterday morn-
ing.
• J.F. McRae, a prominent

farmer at Bainsville, has one of
the latest and best herds in the
country. Last year, fifty of the
herd brought him a return of
some $5,300 or $106 a head.
• The steamer “Chafee” made

her first trip on Monday last and
will now be on her regular beat
between Lancaster and
Valleyfield for the balance of the
season.

100 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 16, 1920

• J.J. Sangster, 2nd Conc.,
Lancaster, returned recently
from an extensive tour of the
Canadian and American West.
His daughter, Miss Annie
Sangster, who accompanied
him, remained in Los Angeles
where she joined the staff of the
Federal Reserve Bank of that
city.
• R.G. Jamieson has pur-

chased the property adjoining
his store at Maxville, the old
post office site, from D.
McMillan. 

• On Monday, April 5, a meet-
ing was held to re-organize the
Laggan lacrosse team which has
not been active since many of its
members went overseas.
Officers elected were: secretary,
J.J. Grant; treasurer, J.J.
MacMaster, captain, Alex
McDonald.

90 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 18, 1930

• Men prominent in the mili-
tary, political and legal spheres
of Canada joined in an impres-
sive tribute of esteem to the
memory of the late John A.
Macdonell, QC, (Greenfield), on
Monday morning at his funeral
held to St. Finnan’s Cathedral.
• Mr. and Mrs. J.G. McGregor

(nee Eunice Simpson), arrived in
town yesterday on a visit to her
parents following their recent
return from a Mediterranean
cruise.
•Wilfred McDonald returned

to his home “Hillcrest” 4th
Kenyon, on Saturday after
spending six months at
Kemptville Agricultural School.

80 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 12, 1940

• Maxville Millionaires ad-
vanced into the Eastern Canada
intermediate finals at Glace Bay,
N.S., Monday when they won
their second straight game from
the local Xidos. They now meet
Peterboro in a best-of-five series.
• A.H. Johnston of the local

CNR staff, has been appointed
agent here, succeeding N.G.
Reynolds.

70 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 14, 1950

• Town Council is seeking
government approval for a two-
storey town hall and commu-
nity centre which would house
all civic services and have facili-
ties for indoor swimming, curl-
ing and alley bowling in the
basement. It would be built on
Chisholm Park at a cost of
$80,000.
• F.C. McLennan, Lancaster,

announces opening of the
Glengarry Commission Auction
to be held every Monday on the
Fraser farm two miles north of
Lancaster. First sale is set for
April 17.
• Neil A. MacLeod, Dalkeith,

has purchased the Colin

Cameron farm. Mr. and Mrs.
Douglas MacMillan have come
from Toronto and will reside on
their farm at Glen Sandfield.

60 YEARS AGO
Thursday, April 14, 1960
• A member of the teaching

staff for 40 years and principal
of Alexandria High School since
1934, J.T. Smith will retire in
June when he reaches retire-
ment age of 65.  C. Campbell
Fraser, vice-principal since 1950,
will step up to the principal’s of-
fice.
• A 44x96 addition to the

Canadian Milk plant is almost a
certainty this summer. At Perth
Shoe Plant, five women were
taken on as trainees this week.
• Alphonse Lalonde has

opened his new snack bar and
hall, “Au Faisan Bleu” on
Lochiel St. Rene Gareau is man-
ager.

50 YEARS AGO
Thursday, April 16, 1970
• Town Council passed a res-

olution Tuesday night asking
for a change of plans for

Highway 417 to allow an inter-
change with Highway 34 at
McCrimmon.
• Ernie Calcutt, news director

as well as sports director of
Radio Station CFRA Ottawa, is
to be the guest speaker at this
year’s Lions Club Sportsmen’s
Dinner, May 11.
• A team representing South

Glengarry won the 22-year-old
Glengarry News Cup Sunday,
defeating the North for
Glengarry hockey supremacy.
• Francine Poirier, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Laurent Poirier of
Alexandria, will represent the
Lions Club in Ontario-Quebec
public speaking finals at
Toronto in May. Francine
emerged as top orator in the
French section of the Eastern
Ontario trials held at Arnprior,
Friday night.
• Claudette Larocque, daugh-

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Bert
Larocque of Alexandria was the
winner of top prize, $125,000 in
the Quebec Province lottery this
week.

40 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, April 16,

1980
• Two Alexandria business-

men intend to establish a new
industry, Ryax Holdings Inc.
Michael Morris and John Ryan
hope to start construction of a
10,000 square foot plant which
will remanufacture automotive
electrical products.
• Two break-ins early

Saturday morning at the
Glengarry Sports Palace and
Brown Shoe Plant in
Alexandria resulted in substan-
tial damage to both buildings
and an estimated $700 worth
of cash and supplies stolen
from the arena.

30 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, April 18,

1990
• Dalkeith farmer Murray

Howes has been elected presi-
dent of the Holstein
Association of Canada. 

His appointment was made
at the meeting of the new
board of directors in Hamilton,

April 11.
• The Lancaster Public

School junior girls floor hockey
team went unbeaten in three
games on the way to an A
championship win at the
Glengarry Athletics tourna-
ment in Martintown recently. 

Team members are Michelle
Owen, Lois Cooper, Shirley
Bergeron, Angie Parker,
Jasmine Bleile and Aidan
Burgess.
• For the second time in three

seasons, Alexandria Glens will
represent the St. Lawrence-
Rideau Conference in the
Eastern Ontario Junior B
Hockey League finals series.
Alexandria won the right to ad-
vance to the final scoring a
thrilling 7-6 win over visiting
Gananoque Platers Friday
night in the seventh and decid-
ing game of the conference
championship. 

The game was played in front
of an overflow crowd in excess
of 1,000 people, packed into the
Glengarry Sports Palace.

20 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, April 19,

2000
• Corey Van Loon and his

nephew Joey won the 27th an-
nual Raisin River Canoe Race
last weekend. The duo was
clocked in at 2:06.06. The win
marked the third straight year
that the duo has been the quick-
est team to conquer the trip
from St. Andrew’s to
Williamstown. In total, 166 par-
ticipants took part in the race.
Down from 187 last year and
195 in 1998 when the race cele-
brated its 25th anniversary.
• A meeting to sound out the

state of public opinion on North
Glengarry’s ambitious Island
Park development project has
been called for Wednesday,
April 26 at 7 p.m. in the
Glengarry Sports Palace. 

10 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, April 21,

2010
• After years of providing

Glengarrians with exceptional
and friendly service while em-
ployed at the Alexandria Tim
Hortons, longtime local resident
Sue Delorme bought what was
then known as Frenchie’s in
2008, fulfilling an aspiration to
own her own business. She re-

named it Sue Magoo’s. Her out-
going and engaging personality
was known to many residents.
Ms. Delorme perished in the
early-Sunday morning fire that
destroyed the Main Street build-
ing where her business and
home were located. 
• Clan Donald celebrated

Tartan Day on Sunday, April 18
at Jack’s Pub in Williamstown.
During this celebration David
MacPhee of Munroe’s Mills
played the fiddle while
Catherine Defreitas played the
piano. According to Glenda
McDonell, High Commission of
Clan Donald in Canada, they
gathered to, “Share our music
and our heritage over the love
of violin, piano and dancing.”
• All of the current North

Glengarry council members, ex-
cept one, are now entered into
the fall election race. 

Incumbent Lochiel ward rep-
resentative, Eric MacSweyn,
submitted his paperwork last
Tuesday. Councillor George
Currier is the only one who re-
mains undecided. The Maxville
ward rep stated earlier this year
his decision on whether or not
to run won’t be made until June.

Former Lochiel ward repre-
sentative, Wendy MacPherson,
won’t be running for council.

AULD
LANG
SYNE

LANDMARK: Constructed in 1880s, the Bishop’s Palace at St-Paul and Bishop Streets in Alexandria is one of the oldest buildings in
town. It was built as the residence of  Reverend Alexander Macdonell, the first bishop of Upper Canada. It is now a retirement home.

WOMEN'S DAY FUNDRAISER 
FOR THE GLENGARRY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

Was to take place on Sunday, March 29, 2020 at 
École secondaire catholique Le Relais

It was with sad hearts that after working all year for our 12th con-
secutive year of Women’s Day, we had to originally postpone our
event due to the COVID-19 pandemic. But in reality, it’s been can-
celled until March 28, 2021. So ladies, mark your calendars!

Our goal was that any monies raised from our Women’s Day event
was to go to the purchase of new beds for the patients’ comfort at the
Hôpital Glengarry Memorial Hospital. We are happy to announce
that with the generous monetary donations from the following mer-
chants and individuals, we were able to purchase two new fully
loaded and functional beds at $8,000 each:

Caisse Desjardins Alexandria in the amount of $4,000
Shoppers Drug Mart $3,963
50-50 proceeds from the Alexandria Fishing Derby $5,730
Air Canada tickets sales $8,171.30. Thanks mostly to the GMH

Auxiliary and volunteers for help in selling at various locations
In Memoriam donations on the passing of our dear friend and col-

league Francine Dignard $1,240
All of this could not have been accomplished without hard work

and strong community involvement from everyone. We thank each
and every one of you and a special nod to our committee members
for all their hard work throughout the year. We promise to see you
all on March 28, 2021.

Stay safe everyone 
-- Members of the Organizing Committee of Women’s Day 2020.



tached herself from the crowd
and ran into the hammer’s tra-
jectory. Deeply overcome by
the girl’s death, Big Rory never
lifted the hammer again.

This was not, however, the
end of Big Rory’s story. The
giant found work primarily
with the rampant railway con-
struction of the era, and scaled
the chain of direction until he
himself became a railway con-
tractor. Successful contracts
with the Canadian Pacific in
Ontario and the Maritimes
made Big Rory a wealthy man.
In 1885 he took up residency in
Alexandria and there founded
a private bank that would later
be sold to the Union Bank. He
also purchased the Glengarry
Review and the Cornwall
Standard (precursor to the
Standard-Freeholder). He be-
came a Lieutenant-Colonel with
the 59th Regiment, and from
1891 to 1900 served as
Glengarry’s Conservative
Member of Parliament in
Ottawa.

After moving to Cornwall in
1900, Roderick R. “Big Rory”
MacLennan passed away
March 8, 1907. He was interred
in Williamstown cemetery.

Alexander John “Big
Alex McIsaac”
MacDonald

Alexander John MacDonald
was born on December 16, 1865,
in the pioneer home of John
MacDonald on Lot 29 in the
Second of Kenyon, not far from
the growing community of
Loch Garry and Apple Hill. The
youth’s unusually large stature,
at 6’6” and near 250lbs, soon
brought upon him the moniker
of “Big Alex.” By the time he
was 20, this young lad from
Loch Garry had earned a repu-
tation at throwing the weights
and tossing the caber at area
field days and picnics.

By 1885, Big Rory, having set-
tled in Alexandria and founded
a bank there, was drawn to the
tales of prowess from the
young Loch Garry native. 

He brought Big Alex to
Alexandria, providing him
lodging and teaching the basics
of tossing the caber and throw-
ing the weights each day after
work.

Big Alex continued on work-
ing in construction and serving
with the 59th Regiment. When
World War I broke out, the

154th Battalion succeeded the
59th, but Big Alex was unable to
join the Glengarry Company
due to his age. His knowledge
of construction work and tim-
ber processing, however, made
him invaluable to the Forestry
Corps and the 224th Battalion,
who gladly accepted him.

Following preliminary train-
ing, the troops were stationed
on the Isle of Skye. Big Alex
soon endeared himself to the
local MacLeods and other clans-
men. His Scottish brethren be-
came amazed at his ability to in
throwing the weights and the
caber as he practiced his skill
when time was available in
camp.

After the armistice in 1918,
steps were taken to compensate
for the cancellation of the 1916
Olympics. In 1919, a Highland
Games meet was organized at
Star Cross, Devon, along the
Olympic pattern. Big Alex’s
greatest day of glory came in
the caber tossing competition,
where he defeated Scotland’s
champion before the Royal
Family. Her majesty Queen
Mary, wife of George V, was so
impressed with his display of
graceful skill and strength that
she presented him with a solid
gold wrist watch.

Upon his return to Glengarry
Big Alex was greeted with a
grand reception from the citi-
zens of Apple Hill. In retire-
ment, Big Alex would himself
teach others in the art of the
caber, among them a young
Lloyd Kennedy (inductee 1990),
who would reign champion at
the Glengarry Highland Games
for many years and then him-
self teach a younger generation
to toss. Big Alex died in 1951.

Stanley George
McDonald

Born August 11, 1894, to
William McDonald and Sarah
Dixon on their pioneer home in
the Indian Lands near
Dominionville, Stanley George
McDonald was immediately
noted for his tendency towards
precision and accuracy. At the
age of 12, Stanley and his
brother Alex became deeply in-
terested in the mechanics of a
new type of threshing machine,
and with exact measurements
drafted a mini thresher pattern
such as would be expected
from an expert. In the carriage
shed of his father’s farm, this

toy thresher was wrought with
such exactitude that a dozen or
so oats could be fed gently into
the cylinder and the oats would
be separated and the straw
drop out the end just like a real
threshing machine in operation.
This was the beginning of an
interesting and productive life
story for Stanley G. McDonald.

Like the many Glengarry
farm boys unable to continue
their education, Stanley left
home to seek employment.
Diverging from the tradition of
trekking to the mining boom in
Northern Ontario, his ambition
was instead to develop his
knowledge of motors as more
automobiles were introduced in
the years preceding World War
One. His reputation as a bud-
ding mechanical genius at
Ottawa’s Ketchum Garage did-
n’t take long to become known.
Thomas Ahearn, a capital finan-
cial tycoon and sportsman, was
the distinguished owner of a
Packard twin six, and setting
inter-city travel time records
was a sport challenge. In Tom
Ahearn’s opinion to compete in
this new phase of sport the
driver of his car had to be
Stanley McDonald. He was
right.

Stanley and the Ahearn car
won several championship
races against time that included
the Ottawa-Montreal via Point
Fortune ferry and the Prescott
Wharf to the Capital. Their
crowning and most prestigious
victory that drew acclaim from
both Canada and U.S. sport
writers was Stanley’s record-
lowering run from New York
City to Ottawa. The distance
was 460 miles and with two
passengers Stanley whipped
the twin six along in the re-
markable time of 13 hours and
20 minutes.

Now a pedigree sportsman
classed as a champion driver,
Stanley McDonald left the
dusty roads for the rifle ranges
for relaxation and diversion
from mechanical work. 

In 1931 he was among the
founders of the Ottawa Pistol
and Revolver Club. From 1934-
36 he won top honours in the
service revolver shoots, his 1936
gold medal also carrying a new
record score. In the rifle shoot-
ing class Stanley won three
golds for perfect scores of 300 in
each match. Thus it is little

wonder that he copped a trap
shooting medal at a Maxville
sportsman meet and his share
of turkeys in the Glengarry
gravel pit ranges.

A fire was the ironic twist that
brought Stan and Alex working
under the same roof again.
After the Plaunt Sports Store
fire, the Johnson Outboard
Motor Company removed their
motors from the fire debris to
Alex McDonald’s Albert Street
garage where salvage work got
underway and Stanley was the
mechanic. The work took four
months, by which time the
“bug” of outboard motors had
struck Stanley who bid farewell
to car motors. In 1945, “Stan’s
Outboard Motors” opened on
Scott Street in Ottawa, where it
experienced immense popular-
ity. 

The tuning and testing of
hydro motors led Stan to re-
gatta racing, where he copied a
page from his auto driving
record to once again surmount
the championships. 

He became champion driver
in three class C categories (ser-
vice runabout, service hydro,
and hydro). 

Claiming top billing in a
Lakeland, Florida regatta, he set
a world record in Class C serv-
ice runabout for five miles at
41.814 mph, which still stands.

After having climbed these
lofty international heights,
Stanley continued spending his
time making McDonald motors
in his Peter Street home shop,
which continue to win awards.
Never resting on his laurels, in
his 80th year he enrolled in
night classes at St. Lawrence
College to absorb more knowl-
edge in the operation of shop
machines. He continued living
in his Peter Street home in
Maxville, until his death in
1993, at the age of 99. 

With organized sports having
been suspended during the
COVID-19 pandemic, The News is
helping fill the athletics void by
publishing profiles of Glengarry
Sports Hall of Fame inductees. We
will publish excerpts from the biog-
raphies over the next few weeks. In
this edition, we look at the first in-
ductees, who were honoured.
Wellington Barrett, Charles
Gauthier,  "Big Rory" MacLennan,
"Big Alex" MacDonald and Stanley
MacDonald were inducted in 1979.

Wellington “Wellie”
Barrett

Wellington James Cameron
Barrett was born June 10, 1892,
to William Barrett and Isabella
Cameron. Attending public
school at Summerstown Station,
his boyhood chums were quick
to shorten his name to “Wellie,”
a sobriquet that would endure
for the rest of his life. A studious
youngster, Wellie Barrett
quickly waded through
Williamstown High School to
graduate at the age of 16. He
was then off to Queen’s
University in Kingston.

Although greatly interested in
sports and his studies, his
young age handicapped his
ability to participate due to his
lacking height and weight in
high contact games like football
and hockey. He settled instead
for basketball. By graduation
year, however, his situation was
different. By now Wellie was a
gangling, hefty Golden Gael
athlete. He travelled west that
summer to reap extra college
money as well as wheat, and
joined the Norquay ball team in
the Saskatchewan basketball
league.

Wellie Barrett then joined the
high school staff of Wiarton,
Ontario. Here he felt quite at
home in the traditional counter-
part of Glengarry, where there
was a classy OHA hockey team
in the Northern Division, the
Wiarton Redmen. Wellie played
defence and was a highly rated
leader with the twice-district
champions, whose exploits in-
cluded defeating the Hamilton
Tigers the year before their
NHL entry.

Back in Williamstown as a val-
ued member of the high school
teaching staff, he became a
major defence asset to the
Williamstown hockey and
lacrosse teams in the Roaring
Twenties. This was the era of
the Williamstown greats, with
goaltender Tab Larocque (in-
ducted 1980), fellow defence-
man Clarence Cattanach (1984),
Tupper McDonald (1983), John
Raymond (1985), and the
Sullivan brothers Ellis, John,
Alex (1986) and Paddy (1981).
One notable final series game
between Williamstown and
Cornwall resulted in Cattanach
taking offence to the Cornwall
roughness, sending everyone in
the arena – players and specta-
tors – into the brawl. Police
were needed to restore order,
and Williamstown won 4-1.

Wellie was also a renowned
track and field athlete, taking
three classic championship field
days during the 1920s, with Tab
Larocque in second. Other ac-
complishments of his include
many years of curling and good
fellowship at the Lancaster
Curling Club, as well as intro-
ducing football to Williamstown
High, and his 47 years at the

school, including 34 as principal.
After retirement, Wellie

Barrett continued living in his
village home until his death in
1983.

Charles Gauthier
Father Gauthier’s career as a

great athlete, sportsman and
dedicated exemplary disciple of
Christ began on August 21,
1886. Born a son to Mr. and Mrs.
J. N. “Nappie” Gauthier, of the
Fourth of Kenyon, he was bap-
tized eight days later at St.
Finnan’s as Charles Francis
Gauthier. He walked the old
Military Road to Alexander sep-
arate school then Alexandria
High School. Legend goes that
his elders detected signs that he
would both excel in athletics
and follow in the footsteps of
his uncle, Charles Hugh
Gauthier, archbishop of
Kingston and later Ottawa.

By no means a scholar, he
worked studiously in school to
overcome the hurdles of exams.
Though at the time struck by a
slight speech impediment, this
minor flaw was corrected by his
maternal grandmother, who
also taught him some Gaelic to
complement the French of his
father, making him “slightly
trilingual,” as he claimed.

By the time he graduated
from high school and was off to
Ottawa College, Charlie
Gauthier was a budding star on
and off the soccer and lacrosse
fields. He organized a better-
than-average soccer team con-
sisting of four sets of neighbour-
hood brothers. In college, he
made a creditable showing play-
ing football. However, it was
lacrosse that was Charlie
Gauthier’s greatest forte. In
1909, he played with Alexandria
in the highly rated Ottawa-
Montreal Intermediate League.
His rivals rated him as one of
Canada’s all-time lacrosse
greats, and the team was Lower
Ottawa Valley Champions. In
1913, Charlie was expecting to
take up the priestly soutane in
December, and so it was pre-
ferred he forego the game he
loved. However, nothing hin-
dered from coaching the
Alexandria team. He led them
to become Lower Ottawa Valley
Champions, and only a lack of
funds prevented them from
playing the Ontario champi-
onship against Brampton. This
1913 team was later inducted in
1989.

Following his ordination just
before Christmas 1913, the now
Father Gauthier spent the war
years providing counsel and
leadership to the disrupted
community. After the war, he
was appointed pastor of St.
Finnan’s parish, bubbling with
enthusiasm to assist in the re-
construction of his boyhood
bailiwick’s sport realm. He was
no stranger to the lacrosse field,
often showing the way to a new
generation of players. Father
Gauthier was then transferred
to Greenfield, where he con-
tributed to the founding of the
Glengarry Soccer League, and
inspired the hamlet to enter a
team that became an immediate
championship contender.

Father Gauthier then moved
on to Apple Hill where he was
instrumental in founding minor
hockey, representing Glengarry
on the ODHA executive along-
side Doc Gamble. Finally the
beloved patriarch was ap-
pointed to Lochiel parish. There

he arranged for the church’s un-
used grounds to be leased as a
soccer field. On opening night,
with the new lights being dis-
connected by lack of inspection,
Father Gauthier simply directed
an extension from the church
power box to the nearest pole,
and the play was begun under
lights. Fittingly, the field was
named the Father Gauthier
Recreational Memorial Centre.

After all those years of
parochial church work, Father
Gauthier celebrated his
Diamond Jubilee of the priest-
hood. Despite confinement to a
wheel chair, once more the ven-
erable Parish Priest of Glengarry
sparked sufficient strength to at-
tend mass and accept congratu-
lations from his Bishop and le-
gions of friends. Thereafter the
once indomitable light of his
distinguished career began to
fade and finally went out on
May 30, 1976.

Roderick R. 
“Big Rory” MacLennan

January 1, 1842 exceeded by a
country mile all other New
Year’s days in the lives of Mr.
and Mrs. Roderick MacLennan
at their pioneer Glen Donald
farm home in Charlottenburgh
Township, about six miles west
of Williamstown. That was the
day Mrs. MacLennan gave birth
to a son who was christened
Roderick, obviously after his fa-
ther.

Descended from Farquhar
MacLennan of Kintail, Scotland,
and Angus Bahn MacDonald of
Stoel, Rory inherited the physi-
cal stature of his ancestors,
measuring 6’6” and weighing
250 lbs in adulthood. This gigan-
tic stature motivated his famous
lifelong tag – “Big Rory.”

To counterbalance his impos-
ing physical statue, Big Rory ac-
quired no advanced education
but that of the self-made man.
His lack of a degree did not pre-

vent him from scaling the
heights as a successful contrac-
tor, banker, army officer, news-
paper publisher, community
leader, and of course, athlete.

During his early years, Big
Rory found time to apply his
uncanny strength and physique
in developing the art of throw-
ing weights, particularly the
hammer. A Scottish tradition
practised by the farm boys in
the evenings for entertainment,
the highland heavyweights
were popular in the area picnics
where the young giant’s
prowess became known and de-
manded. Soon knowledge of his
abilities trickled to Cornwall,
where track and field sponsors
invited him to participate in the
1860 Victoria Day competitions.
There he promptly set a new
record with a throw of 216’ with
the 10 lb. hammer, launching
his athletic career.

Over the next five years Big
Rory continued to smash
records, and his name became
known across the country. In
1865, sponsors from Toronto in-
vited Rory to a world champi-
onship, pitting him against
Scottish world champion
Thomas Jermay. With a throw,
Big Rory was now champion of
the world.

Big Rory defended his title
multiple times throughout the
years, including twice in 1870 at
the Caledonia Games in
Toronto.

Sadly, Big Rory’s throwing ca-
reer ended with tragedy. In
1877, after a five-year absence
from the pitch, the giant was
drawn out of retirement for a
Cornwall field day. Despite in-
sisting he only throw with the
condition the crowd be suffi-
ciently cordoned off from any
danger, as he made his throw
the young Ellen Kavanagh de-
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Puzzle With a Punch
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

Across

1 Forster novel "___ With a
View"

6 Where the hands are on a watch
10 "Gotcha"
14 Chief of Defence Staff

Jonathan
15 Jai ___ (Basque court game)
16 She played Jennifer on "WKRP   

in Cincinnati"
17 "___ kick out of ..."
18 Beckon the butler
19 Dominates, slangily
20 "___ boy!" ("Good dog!")
21 Miami's state: Abbr.
22 Failed to as yet
24 More tacky
26 Pilferer's crime
27 Seat of conceit
28 It crawls the walls
29 End for Joseph or Paul
30 Sue Grafton's "___ for Outlaw"
32 Work in an old pool
34 Fiercely protesting
36 "The wearin' ___ green" 
38 Garfunkel's partner
40 Transit map lines: Abbr.
41 "Mad Men" eyewear
43 Apiece
45 "Follow me?"
46 Gravy maker's cube
47 Pit stop additive
48 Eskimos' city: Abbr.
51 Many Clearasil buyers 
53 1995 referendum voter
55 Hardly a hard-nose
56 Funeral parlour purchase
57 Nessie's swimming hole
58 Yours, to Yvette
59 Turn off suddenly
61 Just by chance
62 R. & B.'s cousin
63 Olympian's sword
64 Fed grapes to, in a sense
65 "Come, Cujo"

66 Nada, to a poet
67 "Raison ___"

Down
1 Be a member of the
Snowbirds, e.g.
2 Like a motley crew
3 Start of a sequence
4 Group of maids a-milking
5 "Do ___ favour, ..."
6 Iconic novelist Mowat
7 "Are you calling me ___?" (reply to
a doubter)
8 Ask to clean out one's desk, maybe
9 Part 3 of the sequence
10 Conceder's comment
11 Knocked to the canvas ... and this

puzzle's theme
12 Lickety-split
13 General idea
21 Part 2 of the sequence
23 "Two owls and ___, ..." 

(limerick line)
25 See-through part of a blouse?
29 TSX debut
31 Deflating sound
33 Japanese cabbage?
34 Speaker's space fillers
35 Rainbow, e.g.
36 Words of understanding
37 How slugging boxers stand
39 Tweeter's "Here's what I think"
42 Rice-A-___
44 Perp alert to all cops
47 Simon Fraser University's city
49 Hit maker?
50 Bad half of of a Stevenson tale
52 One of twelve, in Scrabble
53 Part of LGBTQ
54 J.R.'s mom on "Dallas"
55 Miss Universe accessory
60 Air care org., in the U.S.
61 Pass on, as an email: Abbr.

D
1

E
2

L
3

I
4

L
5

P
6

S
7

A
8

M
9

E
10

L
11

I
12
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13
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14

R I G P
15

I P E
16
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O L L I
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S
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E
34
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O
36

E
37
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38

I
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E
40

T
41

H E S K
42

Y I S F A
43

L L I N G

D
44

R A K E S
45

E T H S
46

M U G

T
47

R E
48

E
49

U R
50

S
51
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F
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L
53

O
54

O R M A
55

N
56

A G E R
57

O
58

L E A
59

A A S
60

O P
61

U
62

P
63

L
64

A U G
65

H
66

I N G M
67

A
68

T T E R S

I
69

N F I E L D E R S F
70

L I T

C
71

O S E T S R
72

I P L
73

E S S

First Sports Hall of Fame inductees were legendary figures

Wellie Barrett

Charles Gauthier 

Roderick “Big Rory” MacLennan

Alexander John “Big Alex McIsaac” MacDonald

Stanley George McDonald
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HELP REDUCE THE
SPREAD OF COVID-19

FOR INFORMATION ON COVID-19:
1-833-784-4397 canada.ca/coronavirus

Symptoms of COVID-19 may be 
very mild or more serious and 

may take up to 14 days to appear 
after exposure to the virus.

TAKE STEPS TO REDUCE THE SPREAD
OF THE CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID-19):

SYMPTOMS IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS

Follow the advice 
of your local public 

health authority.

Wash your hands often 
with soap and water 

for at least 20 seconds.

Use alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer if soap and water 

are not available.

Try not to touch 
your eyes, nose 

or mouth.

Avoid close
contact with people 

who are sick.

Cough and 
sneeze into 

your sleeve and 
not your hands.

Stay home as much as 
possible and if you need to 

leave the house practice 
physical distancing 

(approximately 2 m).

Isolate at home to 
avoid spreading 
illness to others.

Avoid visits 
with older adults, 

or those with 
medical conditions. 
They are at higher 
risk of developing 

serious illness.

Call ahead 
before you visit 
a health care 

professional or call 
your local public 
health authority.

If your symptoms 
get worse, contact your 
health care provider or 
public health authority 
right away and follow 

their instructions.

FEVER
(greater or equal to 38 °C)

COUGH

DIFFICULTY BREATHING
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