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Records continue to be set on the regional
real estate market, where residential sales
have already exceeded last year’s total, and
the average home price reached a new high
last month.
The number of homes sold in the area
served by the Cornwall and District Real
Estate Board totaled 145 units in November,
an increase of 21.8 per cent from November
2019 and a new sales record for the month
of November.
To date, home sales have totaled 1,502
units, a hike of 8.8 per cent from the same
period in 2019.

“This has been
the best year for sales.”

‘Incredible’

Stabbing in Alexandria

Support
for
food,
toy drive
remains
strong
BY RICHARD MAHONEY
News Staff
“Incredible.” The word is often heard among
St-Vincent-de-Paul Society volunteers when
they take time to reflect on how the community helps the needy.
“The generosity is unbelievable! We shake
our heads when we see the donations coming
in,” says society vice-president Terry Tuppert,
who coordinates the Alexandria-based charity’s food bank.
“People here are super generous,” adds Kim
Julien, secretary of the group’s toy collection
committee.
The spirit of giving was very evident last
week as volunteers prepared to distribute toys
to 90 children and 200 food hampers to area
families.
As far as the eye could see, in the basement
of Église Sacré-Coeur, tables were filled with
donated food, toys and items of clothing.
“Everything here has been donated,” notes
Ms. Julien, who at the outset of the COVID19 pandemic was concerned about how people would respond to the annual Christmas
campaign when their own personal situations
were so unpredictable.
But she soon realized she didn’t have to
worry. After she sent out letters seeking support, the feedback was encouraging. “We have
received great support from companies and
individuals,” relates Ms. Julien.
One of about 60 society volunteers, Mr.
Tuppert stresses that the society can rely on
community backing throughout the year.
The food bank serves about 40 families a
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The Ontario Provincial Police StormontDundas-Glengarry Crime Unit is continuing
to investigate a stabbing that occurred last
week at a residence on Main Street in
Alexandria.
December 16, at 8:32 p.m. SD&G OPP officers responded to a report that a 28-year-old
man had been attacked with an edged
weapon by an individual who later fled the
scene.
The victim was transported to hospital with
non-life-threatening injuries.
The individual responsible has yet to be located but there is no risk to public safety, says
the detachment.
While at the scene of the incident, another
man became combative with officers.
Roch Pariseau, 26, of South Glengarry, was
charged with uttering threats, obstructing and
resisting a peace officer.
The accused was released from custody and
is scheduled to appear for a bail hearing in
court in Alexandria February 3.

CRIME SCENE: An Alexandria man
was stabbed December 16 at a residence
on Main Street.

Jobless rate stagnant
week. “We get great help from our suppliers,”
he says. Because of discounts, a $10 donation
translates into $14 at a store.
The food bank has been able to meet the demand, despite the cancellation of fund-raising
events because of the pandemic.
Revenues at the society’s thrift shops decreased temporarily when the initial restrictions went into effect.
But income has stabilized since the Main
Street stores resumed operations.
“Every dollar spent at the stores goes directly to the food bank,” he says.
One COVID-19 benefit was that people went
on house-clearing sprees.
“We had an avalanche of donations,” remarks Mr. Tuppert.
When the global health crisis began, requests
for food increased. The demand eased after
the Canadian Emergency Relief Benefit

(CERB) kicked in.
Most of the regular clients are single people,
who are either receiving some form of social
assistance or are working for low wages. “Even
if you have a job, if it is part-time or minimum
wage, it is not easy to get by. They just aren’t
making enough to cover their basic needs.
Winter is even more difficult because they
need to pay for heat, and you need winter
clothing,” observes Mr. Tuppert.
January squeeze
About 20 per cent of food banks in Ontario
have reported a rise in requests for help.
That trend has not been reflected in this
area, probably because the cost of living is
lower here than it is in urban centres.
Yet, Mr. Tuppert says, the number of people
seeking sustenance in this area will likely rise
in the new year when Christmas bills become
due.
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Unemployment in the area has remained at
13.1 per cent for five consecutive months, staying three times higher than it was when the
COVID-19 officially began.
The jobless rate, unchanged since August,
was 4.8 per cent in March. It steadily rose to
6.3 in April, 6.9 in May, 8.7 in June and 10 in
July.
At this time last year, the unemployment rate
was 5.3 per cent.
The numbers are for a region that encompasses Stormont, Dundas, Glengarry, Prescott,
Russell, Frontenac, Lanark, Leeds and
Grenville and Renfrew counties.
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The regional rate continues to exceed the national rate of 8.5 per cent. On a national level,
the unemployment rate fell 0.4 percentage
points in November, continuing the steady fall
from the record high 13.7% in May.
Following average monthly employment
growth of 3.1 per cent from June to September,
Ontario saw a slowing of growth in October.
This continued in November, as employment
rose by 37,000 (+0.5%), mostly in full-time
work.
The Ontario unemployment rate fell 0.5 percentage points to 9.1 per cent.
-- Richard Mahoney
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The News is altering our publication
schedule and office hours for the
Christmas season.
We will not publish a paper December
30. Our office will be closed from
December 23 to January 4. Our first edition
of 2021 will be printed January 6. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!

LIT UP: École publique Terre des Jeunes of Alexandria received the most votes in the
school category in the Light Up North Glengarry-Allumons Glengarry Nord Christmas
light contest. More details inside.

RICHARD MAHONEY PHOTOS
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TRADITION OF GIVING: Volunteers Kim Julien, Carole Larocque and Terry Tuppert with some of the approximately 200 food
boxes that were distributed this week by the St-Vincent-de-Paul Society of Alexandria. Below: Gérald Cuerrier collects a box of toys.
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“Home sales continued to outperform expectations in November,” said board president Helen MacLeod.
She added: “2020 has been a record-breaking year for our region. I think it is safe to
say that when the pandemic started back in
the spring, very few people would have
agreed that this year would turn out to be
the best year for sales our region has ever
recorded. Yet, with one month left to count,
we have already surpassed the full year
2019 sales total.”
The average price of homes sold in
November 2020 was a record $339,019, a
huge gain of 43.7 per cent from November
2019.
This is the first time in history that the average price has crossed the $335,000 level.
For the year, the average price was
$293,043, rising 26.3 per cent from the first
11 months of 2019.
The dollar value of all home sales in
November 2020 was $49.2 million, surging
75.1% from the same month in 2019.
There were 129 new residential listings in
November 2020, up by 27.7 per cent from
the end of November 2019. For the first time
this year the total number of new listings in
a month lagged behind the total number of
sales.
Active residential listings numbered 174
units at the end of November. This was a
decrease of 46.1 per cent from the end of
November 2019. Overall inventory has once
again set a new record low for the fifth consecutive month.
Months of inventory numbered 1.2 at the
end of November 2020, down from the 2.7
months recorded at the end of November
2019 and below the long-run average of 5.8
months for this time of year. The number
of months of inventory is the number of
months it would take to sell current inventories at the current rate of sales activity.
The board serves an area that encompasses Glengarry, Stormont, Prescott,
Cornwall and part of Dundas.
-- Richard Mahoney
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Shutdown
December 26

BRIGHT INITIATIVE: North Glengarry Councillor Brenda Noble, The News advertising manager Chantal Ménard, and Alexandria and
District Chamber of Commerce vice-president James Tomlinson proceed with draws determining the second-place winners in Light Up
North Glengarry-Allumons Glengarry Nord contest. Leading the vote totals in the home division, with 473 ballots, (shown in the top
photo) were Susan Wensink and Raymond Lavigueur (19061 Cameron St., Greenfield), in the business division, Josée and Alain Bélanger
for their display at Josée Day Care in Alexandria (shown below), and in the school category, École Terre des Jeunes in Alexandria. Winners
of the draws, which included all entrants except the vote winners, were Manon Lalonde (home) Wilcox Law Office (business) and École
Elda-Rouleau (schools). There were about 60 entries.

A 28-day province-wide shutdown in Ontario will go into effect
December 26 in an effort to control the spread of COVID-19.
The new rules restrict indoor organized public events and social gatherings, except with members of the same household (the people you
live with). Individuals who live alone may consider having exclusive
close contact with one other household.
The province is banning in-person shopping in most retail settings;
curbside pickup and delivery can continue. Discount and big box retailers selling groceries will be limited to 25 per cent capacity for instore shopping. Supermarkets, grocery stores and similar stores that
primarily sell food, as well as pharmacies, will continue to operate at
50 per cent capacity for in-store shopping.
Restaurants, bars and other food or drink establishments will be permitted to operate by take out, drive-through, and delivery only.
All Ontarians are advised to stay home as much as possible with trips
outside the home limited to necessities such as food, medication, medical appointments, or supporting vulnerable community members.
Employers in all industries should make every effort to allow employees to work from home.
The winter break will be extended for schools.
Elementary school students can return to in-person learning January
11, 2021, while secondary school students will continue learning remotely until January 25, at which point they may resume in-person
learning.
At the time the decision was handed down Monday, there were 292
active COVID-19 cases in the region served by the Eastern Ontario
Health Unit. The number had decreased by 10 between December 17
and 18.
However, across Ontario, hospitalizations for COVID-19 have increased by 74 per cent over the last four weeks and are more than 15
times higher than they were at the beginning of September. Intensive
care unit (ICU) occupancy for COVID-19 has more than doubled over
the last four weeks and is 20 times higher than at the beginning of
September.
Ontario currently has 915 COVID-19 patients requiring acute care,
265 patients in ICU, with 152 on a ventilator.
Based on the latest modelling data, cases across the province are continuing to grow and the number of people requiring an intensive care
bed is projected to rise well above 300 people within the next 10 days.
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Assault charges

No longer a ‘food desert’
BY MARGRET CALDBICK
News Staff
It’s a modern irony that rural villages surrounded by farms can be
food deserts.
Winter can be especially hard for
residents of villages without a grocer on Main Street.
Maxville is an example with a
population of nearly 1,000 and located 25 kilometres from the closest supermarkets in Alexandria
and Casselman.
In 2008, members of a citizens
group took the matter into their
own hands, setting up the weekly
Maxville Farmers’ Market in the
LCBO parking lot on Main Street.
The market was an instant success
with shoppers and local vendors.
After North Glengarry razed the
former King George Hotel and
council agreed to a green space
named after the former hotel, in
2016, the farmers’ market moved
in.
Every Friday between 2 and 6
p.m. from May to October, shoppers get treated to a genuine outdoor farmers’ market with rows of
locally grown food and produce,
homemade baking and prepared
foods, microgreens, honey — even
Anna Klimrit sets up with her Thai
food. Another food lifeline for
Maxville, is the year-round
Maxville Green Box Food
Program, a non-profit bi-monthly
healthy fruit and vegetable distribution to support food resiliency
in the Maxville area. Participants
benefit because their community
has pitched with others to bulk
purchase quality fresh fruits and
vegetables at a wholesale price,
seasonal items you would expect
at your local farmers’ market.
Maxville residents may remember when the Green Box Food Box
program first expanded to
Maxville in early 2016 at the urging of co-initiators Loretta
Landmesser and Cathy Davidson
Grant from the village.
The program also ran in
Alexandria until early in 2020, but
according to Sylvain Thibeault,
community health promoter with
the Centre de santé communautaire de l'Estrie, it was cancelled
because of lack of interest. On average only 24 households were

participating, not enough to meet
the box minimum.
The Green Box program is available in participating communities
across Cornwall, SD&G, and
Prescott-Russell in partnership
with CSC Estrie and the Eastern
Ontario Health Unit and other
community partners.
The program relies on community volunteers to keep costs
down to maintain affordability
and sustainability. Each enrolled
community needs people to help
pack, and to drive and organize
the boxes.
In Maxville, the Green Food Box
program has a new pick-up location at Farm+Flora, Meredith
Pleau’s nifty new take on a general store located at 14 Main St.
South, formerly Debbie’s Country
Corner. Ms. Pleau who has lived
with her young family in Maxville
for five years, opened her store
and catering business in
September, but had begun volunteering with Maxville’s Green Box
Program in the spring when she
found herself unemployed because of COVID-19 and eager to
volunteer in her community.
The deadline to pay for the next
Maxville Green Box is December
30 with pick-up date between 4
p.m. and 6 p.m on January 6, 2021.
For more information or to join
the team of Maxville green food
box volunteers, contact 613-9872683, ext. 230, or visit www.greenfoodbox.ca. There’s another community box food program in
Maxville, the white box take-ordonate boxes located in front of
the Maxville post office.
The free food boxes are the
brainchild of Rhianon CowleyOwen who has been home with
her parents, Maxville residents
Maryanne Kampouris and
Michael Cowley-Owen, since
March at the start of the pandemic.
Ms. Cowley-Owen saw the need
for some kind of food relief for
households with no nearby access
to affordable and nutritious food
at all times. The white box (there
are actually two boxes now thanks
to a neighbour of the Kampouris’
who donated an old toy box he refurbished and painted white)

proved popular all summer.
At first there was a sign that read
“Take what you need, leave what
you don’t,” but soon the village
was savvy and the boxes were
well used and replenished daily
by villagers.
Perishable foods were kept cold
in the summer with ice packs, and
over time donations were adjusted depending on what people
wanted and what was left behind.
“Now, we’re heading into winter and the cold and we need to
find a similar place that is insulated but still anonymous and convenient for people and not on

ple don’t take everything, they
only take what they need,” says
Ms. Kampouris.
“Some people will take one
pasta and two sauces, or one
bacon when there are two, and
just three bottles from a full case
of water.”
“People have left messages of
thank you in the boxes, signing
their names, but mostly the boxes
are used anonymously,” says Ms.
Kampouris. Readers in Maxville
will remember the Pronto Food
Mart on Main St. that closed its
doors only nine years after opening in the spring of 1995.

FILLING A NEED: Meredith Pleau, a volunteer with the Maxville
Green Food Box Program, opened her new store Farm+Flora on
Main Street in Maxville in September.
MARGARET CALDBICK PHOTO

some back street,” says Maryanne
Kampouris. For now the boxes remain located outside the post office until early in the new year
when a citizens group will determine where the boxes are moving
for winter.
The boxes are often supplemented on green food box delivery dates when Meredith Pleau
has an extra green food box or two
to share.
“What’s so interesting is the peo-

The store’s site, a building built
by the Moffat brothers in the early
1880s, had operated as a general
and grocery store under various
owners until Pronto folded its tent
and left the village.
It looks like for now, Maxville
residents continue to work out
how to make sure their neighbours have food on the table, coming up with creative solutions to
support the community through
these challenging times.

December 14, StormontDundas-Glengarry
Ontario
Provincial Police officers responded to a report of domestic
dispute in North Glengarry,
where a man had fled the scene.
December 16, with assistance
from the OPP canine unit the accused was arrested at a residence
in Berwick.
A 33-year-old man from North
Glengarry was charged with two
counts of assault, uttering threats,
obstructing a peace officer and
failing to comply with conditions
of a probation order.
Flight from police
December 10, shortly after 2
p.m, a Stormont-DundasGlengarry Ontario Provincial
Police officer attempted to stop a
vehicle for a traffic violation in
North Glengarry Township. The
motorist refused to stop and continued on driving, but later
stopped and was arrested.
Jonathan Durand, 28, of
Alexandria, was charged with
flight from a peace officer, failing
to comply with release conditions,
driving without a licence, driving
an uninsured vehicle, and using
plates that were not authorized
for the vehicle. He is to appear in
Alexandria court February 3.
Impaired, drug charges
A 49-year-old North Stormont
man has been charged after a
December 11 RIDE stop by SDG
OPP officers in North Glengarry.
Johl Leroux faces charges of
driving while impaired by alcohol
and drugs, cocaine possession
and driving while cannabis was
readily available. He is to appear
in court in Cornwall February 2.
Trees topped
SDG OPP officers are investigating a case of mischief where
someone cut the tops off 13
spruce trees on the night of
December 9-10 on County Road 2
in South Glengarry.
Cocaine seized
SDG OPP officers got a drunk
driver off the roads Saturday
night on Highway 417, charging
a 39-year-old from Ottawa with
impaired driving and drug traf-

ficking (cocaine).
Pedestrian struck
A 57-year-old man was injured
after he was struck by a vehicle
while walking with his dog on
Kenyon Concession 4 in North
Glengarry December 13. The accident occurred when the pedestrian entered the roadway while
trying to retrieve his dog and
then was hit by the vehicle, reports the Stormont-DundasGlengarry Ontario Provincial
Police detachment, which responded to the collision at 5:11
p.m. The man was transported to
hospital with non-life threatening
injuries, however, his dog died.
No charges will be laid.
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The ABCs of 2020

A IS FOR ALLTECH: Alltech’s Alexandria centre was shut
down in February as the company looked to consolidate the duties
performed here at other facilities.

B IS FOR BLACK LIVES MATTER: The Black Lives Matter
movement had hit a fever pitch by summer with several local people participating in area marches.

A

springtime, the long-term care
facility had to adopt a stricter
policy as to who was allowed to
visit. In May, several of the
manor’s staff members gathered
outside the facility to protest the
cutting of hundreds of Personal
Support Worker hours. The
workers
union,
United
Steelworkers, said that the
Manor’s restructuring of the
PSW master schedule resulted in
an eight per cent decrease in
PSW hours. The Manor responded that the move was fiscally responsible and that the
new master schedule would see
54 part-time positions brought
down to 32 while the 18 full-time
positions would increase to 32.
is for nurse, specifically
the new Mental Health
Nurse who is now working with the SDG OPP as part of
a one-year pilot project. In early
2020, OPP Const. Jim Blanchette
told SDG council that police officers weren’t equipped to respond to mental health issues
and asked if the counties might
hire someone who had that expertise. In July, council signed
off on a $120,000 funding agreement that would pay for a professional from the Cornwall
Community Hospital’s Mental
Health Crisis Team to work with
police for a 12-month period.
is for offensive odours,
which was the number
one concern of some
municipal councillors regarding
a potential landfill expansion at
the Eastern Ontario Waste
Handling Facility in Moose
Creek. In late January, representatives of Green For Life
Environmental Inc., the organization that operates the facility,
met with the public to discuss
the anticipated 15.1 million cubic
metre expansion of landfill
space. The group pointed out
that the facility has its own
leachate treatment plant and
was looking into further ways of
containing methane gas. The
group says the expansion is necessary so it can meet the approved fill rate of 755,000 tonnes
a year over the next two
decades.

is for Alltech, which shut
down its Canadian
Bioscience Centre in
Alexandria in February. About
30 employees, some of whom
had worked at the feed supplemnt manufacturer for two
decades, lost their jobs. Alltech,
an American multinational corporation, said that the production duties performed in
Alexandria would be consolidated at other facilities.
is for Black Lives Matter, a
movement that saw several protests in North
America after the May 25 death
of George Floyd, an African
American man who died while
being restrained by police officer
Derek Chauvin in Minneapolis.
Locally, there was a march in
Cornwall that was attended by a
number of Glengarry residents.
There was also a smaller march
in Alexandria later on.
is for COVID-19.

B

Poole, Professor Emeritus at
McGill University, has spent the
past six decades identifying substances that lead to cartilage
degradation.
is for ivy, which was hung
all over the Glengarry
Pioneer Museum over the
summer. The museum was not
holding an early Christmas
event; rather, it was hosting a
film crew that was using the
Dunvegan locale as a set for a
forthcoming Christmas movie.
The movie, Christmas at Maple
Creek, was telecast December 16
on CTV Drama.
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is for the debate that
Glengarry’s two MPs engaged in, very informally
in the pages of our newspaper,
regarding how to pay down the
$343 billion deficit incurred in response to the aforementioned
pandemic. Liberal Francis
Drouin said that stimulating the
economy would translate into
more government revenue,
which would help pay down the
deficit faster. Conservative Eric
Duncan, on the other hand, criticized the Liberals’ spending
plan, touting his party’s Back to
Work Bonus as a better alternative.
is for the Eastern Ontario
Regional Network, which
is currently involved in a
number of initiatives to make
communication easier in the
area. In the fall, it championed a
$1.2 billion project that would
bring 1 GBPS internet to the region, which stretches from the
Quebec border all the way to
Kawartha Lakes. It’s also working on a $213 million project to
improve cell phone service in
that same region. EORN representatives say they’re happy that
the federal and provincial government’s are both contributing.
is for the farmland tax hike
that was proposed in South
Glengarry’s budget in the
early part of the year. The proposal, which called for a 14.5 per
cent tax hike in the township’s
portion of local farmers’ 2020 tax
bills, angered Councillors Martin
Lang and Sam McDonell, both
farmers, who said that the increases impose unfair financial
burdens on the agricultural community. The budget was ultimately passed in the late winter.
is for the Glengarry Hills
Seniors Village which
should begin construction in Alexandria sometime in
2021. The village, which will contain dwelling units as well as
some commercial establishments, would be located on the
north side of County Road 43
across from Hôpital Glengarry
Memorial Hospital. North
Glengarry Township had been
talking with the developer, IHA
Canada, for months. The final
re-zoning bylaw, which paved
the way for the construction,
was approved in November.
is for humbling, which is
the word that South
Glengarry resident Dr.
Robin Poole used upon learning,
in early December, that he had
been chosen to become a member of the Order of Canada. Dr.
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J IS FOR JAPANESE
KNOTWEED:
Japanese
knotweed, an invasive
species, was spotted in
Williamstown in 2020.

J

is for Japanese knotweed,
which infested William Street
in Williamstown in the late
spring, prompting South
Glengarry Township to take action. The Ontario Invasive
Species Centre said that the prolific plant can rapidly choke out
native species and that even a
one-centimetre root fragment
can reproduce. The centre said
that It is critical that manual control results in removal of 100 per
cent of the root mass and chemical control results in the death
of the root mass.
is for the Keep the Marsh
drive that members of the
Cooper Marsh Conservators
started in the late summer over a
proposed campground that
would be situated on the
marsh’s western edge. The
Conservators were concerned
that excess noise and human
traffic generated at the new
campground would have a
detrimental effect on the marsh,
particularly the bird population.
For the most part, South
Glengarry council didn’t see it
that way. Deputy-Mayor Lyle
Warden said he wasn’t buying
the Conservators’ reasoning and
that the campground developers
had followed all of the provincial
regulations, including the ones
pertaining to environmental impact.
is for Liberals, the party
Glengarry-Prescott-Russell
MPP Amanda Simard
joined in January, although she
was elected to serve the area as
a Conservative. Shortly after the
Doug Ford PCs formed the government in 2018, Ms. Simard had
a public split with her former
party over its stance on francophone issues, which had long
been dear to her heart. She sat as
an independent for a while before finally deciding to join the
Grits.
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L IS FOR LIBERAL:
Former Conservative MPP
Amanda Simard officially
joined the Liberals in 2020
after sitting more than a year
as an independent.

P

is for Parliament, where
Eric Duncan made his
maiden speech in January
as the new Conservative MP of
Stormont-Dundas-South
Glengarry. Mr. Duncan paid
tribute to his predecessor, longtime MP Guy Lauzon, and discussed issues such as agriculture,
low water levels in the St.
Lawrence River, and the frustra-
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S IS FOR STRIKE: The
early part of 2020 saw plenty
of one-day strikes at local
schools. Later, the pandemic
closed schools for the rest of
the year.

S

L

is for Maxville Manor,
which had a year of ups
and downs in 2020. In
January, SDG council approved
a budget that would give the
Manor $2.5 million to help fund
a renovation project. Then,
when the pandemic hit in the

tion that some municipalities feel
when they try to secure funding
for infrastructure projects.
is for the quarry in
Moose Creek that wants
to increase its annual aggregate tonnage limit from
300,000 tonnes to 1 million.
North Stormont Township had
several concerns about the increase, including the potential of
increased truck traffic and the
deterioration of local roads.
is for the railway blockades, which were a big
story nationwide in
February before the pandemic
made everyone realize they had
bigger fish to fry. The blockades
were being staged in solidarity
with hereditary chiefs in the
Wet’suwet’en territory in British
Columbia who were opposed to
a multi-billion dollar pipeline
that was set to be built through
their land. One such blockade
was set up east of Belleville and
had halted shipments from coast
to coast. MP Eric Duncan said
that the blockades were illegal
and had to come down so they
didn’t destroy the economy.
Local Liberal MP Francis Drouin
said he was against police intervention and that he was hopeful
that negotiations would result in
a favourable outcome.

involved laying 25 kilometres of
pipe to bring in water from the
Garry River near Alexandria.
is for the unruly visitors
who ruined the fun at
the South Lancaster
Wharf over the summer. Area
residents recalled a pre-COVID
era when the wharf was considered a fun place to go.
But when COVID was in full
swing, the wharf sometimes had
about three dozen visitors who
didn’t respect social distancing
norms and even took to relieving themselves between the
colourful boathouses there.
Those who worked at the
nearby Raisin River Marina complained of similar problems
where people often slept in their
cars and used the area as personal garbage dumps.
is for the vacancy that
was left on North
Glengarry council following the death of Alexandria
ward Councillor Michel
Depratto in March. Mr. Depratto
was a well-loved member of the
community who dedicated
much of his time to improving
sports and recreation in the
township, which included playing an instrumental role in building the Glengarry Sports Palace.
Council has since paid tribute to
him by renaming the hall at the
palace as the “Salle Michel
Depratto Hall.” Michael Madden
was elected to fill the seat.
is for the wind farm
in North Stormont
that generated tons
of headlines and controversy
throughout the year. In January,
we reported that the Nation Rise
Wind Farm was halted by the
Ontario
government
in
December after the province’s
Environment Minister Jeff Yurek
said that the project had the potential for “serious and irreversible harm to bats.” EDP
Renewable Canada asked a
judge to quash the cancellation
order, noting that it had already
invested $230 million in building
16 of the 29 turbines slated for
22,000 acres of land owned by 40
landowners near Finch, Crysler,
and Berwick. North Stormont
council declared itself an “unwilling host” of the project. By
September, the Superior Court
of Ontario had quashed the minister’s motion, though EDP
Renewables will now pay
$50,000 to the St. Lawrence River
Institute to fund independent
bat-related research.
is for the X’s that
Canadian Blood Services
must have scrawled over
the name of Alexandria earlier
this year. That’s because CBS
elected to cancel the regular
blood donor clinics that were
held in the town. The one at the
Glengarry Sports Palace on Jan.
20 was the last. Sources with
CBS say the decision was based
on logistics and that they hope
donors will continue to contribute at clinics in Vankleek Hill,
Hawkesbury, Casselman, or
Cornwall.
is for years – 50 of ‘em,
to be exact. At least two
local institutions celebrated golden anniversaries this
year. They include Laggan
Public School and the
Summerstown Trails, which
opened in 1970. Coincidentally,
2020 also marked the 50th anniversary of the burning of the

is for strikes, which we saw
a lot of before the pandemic
pretty much shut everything down in the spring. For
much of January and February,
it seemed that there was an education-related strike every
week. On Jan. 15, strikes shut
down area high schools for one
day while English Catholic
teachers walked off the job for
one day on Jan. 21. Then, on Jan.
29, the Upper Canada District
School Board announced a oneday strike for that day as well. In
February, the French-language
schools got in one the act, carrying out a series of one-day
strikes as well. The provincial
government maintained that the
impasse was due to teachers’
unions pushing for a two per
cent raise than a one per cent
one. The unions rebutted that,
saying teachers were more concerned with a lack of support for
students with special needs and
large classroom sizes.
is for the tap turning in
Maxville that took place in
mid-January. It was one of
the coldest days of the year
when North Glengarry council
members and other dignitaries
gathered outside the Maxville
water tower to officially turn on
the water for the village. The ceremony effectively bookended a
long and expensive process that

church in St. Raphael’s.
is for the additional Z’s
that we all got in
August, thanks to the
cancellation of two of Eastern
Ontario’s most storied institutions – the Williamstown Fair
and the Glengarry Highland
Games. We all know why those
events had to be cancelled (or
radically altered in the fair’s case
as they had a watered down
drive-thru event later in the
year) but we can only hope they
will come back bigger and
stronger in 2021.

Z

If you drink,
don’t drive.
Visit the Church of Your Choice

MARCOUX
ROAD
BIBLE
CHURCH

Adult Sunday
School – 10:15 am
Service – 11 am
Bible Study – Weds
6:30 pm

WHERE BIBLICAL TRUTH MATTERS
AND HOPE IN GOD IS RENEWED
19755 Marcoux Rd., Alexandria

TEL: 613-525-0876

Light Up North Glengarry Contest
Concours Allumons Glengarry Nord

Winners / Gagnants
FIRST PLACE WINNERS
SECOND PLACE WINNERS
1 - Home, residence 1 - Home, residence Susan Wensink & Raymond Lavigueur
Manon Lalonde
122 Elgin Street West, Alexandria
19061 Cameron Street, Greenfield
2
Business
- Wilcox Law Office
2 - Business - Josée’s Day Care
3 - Schools - Elda-Rouleau
Josée & Alain Belanger
3 - Schools - Terres des Jeunes
Chamber Dollars can be spent anywhere at North Glengarry Businesses.
L’argent Chambre de Commerce peut être dépensé à toute
les commerces de Nord Glengarry

Members can go to the Caisse Desjardins in Alexandria to
exchange Chamber Dollars for reimbursement. ANY BUSINESS,
MEMBERS OR NON-MEMBERS ACCEPTING CHAMBER DOLLARS CAN
CONTACT OUR VICE-PRESIDENT James at 613-330-6167
TO BE REIMBURSED AT YOUR BUSINESS LOCATION!
www.alexandriaandistrictchamber.ca
Alexandria
& District
Lions Club

Maxville
Lions Club

OPENING 1ST WEEK OF JANUARY

NEW
ALEXANDRIA

Fitness Centre
SPACE AVAILABLE TO HOST YOUR OWN FITNESS CLASSES!

OPEN HOUSE - Starting December 15
Visit our new gym, between 12 pm - 6 pm

413 Main St. N. (upstairs), Alexandria

Y

Great time to buy your membership or get a gift certificate for Christmas!

At this time of year, our thoughts turn gratefully to those who have made our
progress possible. Wishing you all the joy of the season and may the
New Year bring happiness and health to you and your family.

T

21 Water St. W., Cornwall 613-932-PLAN
www.mingassociates.com
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THE GLENGARRY MUSE

Santa, please deliver
patience and common sense

FURTHER MUSING

Stay negative -- in a good way

W

ouldn’t you know it? In a year unlike any other, another annual event has been derailed by COVID-19. The Oxford
English Dictionary could not come up with one word of the
year for 2020.
In 2019, “climate emergency” was the term of the year, and “toxic”
was the word of the year in 2018. The OED says, “The Oxford
Languages 2020 Word of the Year campaign looks a little different to
previous years. The English language, like all of us, has had to adapt
rapidly and repeatedly this year. Given the phenomenal breadth of
language change and development during 2020, Oxford Languages
concluded that this is a year which cannot be neatly accommodated in
one single word, and we have decided to report more expansively on
this in our Words of an Unprecedented Year report.” The document
looks at COVID-19 and all its related vocabulary, political and economic volatility, social activism, the environment, and the rapid uptake
of new technologies and behaviour to support remote working and living.
Well, we will just have to accept the lack of one single expression that
summarizes the Year of COVID. Indeed, there has been a plethora of
terms that have been regularly used over the past 12 months.
Everyone has been pivoting, trying to adjust to the new normal, after
being advised to set up bubbles and social distance.

This is one time when you do not want to “go viral.” The terms of
encouragement, “You got this,” and “Be positive” can take on a dark
connotation when everyone is striving to avert a surge or another wave
of the virus. We have been trying to heed the advice of Dr. Paul, as in
Dr. Paul Roumeliotis, who has become a household name and figure.
The Eastern Ontario Chief Medical Officer of Health is mentioned in
the media on a daily basis.
Quarantine and self-isolation may await if we disregard the protocols
about social distancing, hand washing and mandatory mask use.
“We are all in this together,” we have been assured. We also tell each
other “ça va bien aller.”
To accentuate that hope, rainbows were popping up everywhere in
the first few months, or during the first wave.
Purists kept cringing when they saw the noun “practice” misused as
a verb. In fact, there has been a dreadful and disturbing tendency to
transform nouns into action words, such as gift, holiday, adult and adventure. Words once only used by scientists and public health authorities are being uttered by the masses. You may not be a medical expert
but you can play one on social media, if you talk about vectors, epidemiology, herd immunity, screening, and the lack of PPE in the LTCs.
As the light appears at the end of the tunnel, let us hope everyone
stays healthy, and remains negative, in a good way. -- Richard Mahoney

Dear Santa,
What a difference a year makes, eh? Well, enough of the small
talk, big guy. We are all busy and have a million things to do before
the Big Day, which, like everything else, will be different this year.
St. Nick, old buddy, old pal, at the risk of being repetitive, and
sounding greedy, it again appears that you have not been able to
read all your mail. If you did, you would remember that a certain
believer has, for the last several years, put in a standing request
for a winning lottery ticket.
A pile of money will not guarantee bliss, but a few extra dollars
will come in handy as food prices are supposed to be on the rise,
and nothing is getting any cheaper.
Anyway, if you cannot deliver a jackpot win, could you bring
an injection of good cheer for everyone?
You know that this coronavirus has affected everyone. Even you
and your reasonable facsimiles, have been conspicuously absent
from parades and stores this year.
But you must have been heartened to see that some groups managed to have drive-through visits.
Plus, when you fly over December 24, you will see that people
have gone all out this Christmas to gussy up and lighten up their
properties. It would be a great time to invest in Hydro One.
The decoration sprees are similar to the trend seen following the
Ice Storm, when home owners seemed determined to make up
for the time spent in darkness by emulating the Griswolds in
National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation.
You will also notice that there are fewer trees than there were
last year, and more “For Sale” signs. The real estate market has
been on fire as the pandemic has prompted an exodus of city folks,
longing for spacious, affordable, country living at its best, while
still remaining conveniently located only an hour’s drive from
major urban centres.
But driving to a city has become a rare activity this season.
Everyone seems to be on edge. There are restrictions that must be
obeyed, and there is an underlying sense of nervousness about
contact with strangers. Who knows who may be carrying the
virus?
Who would have thought that shopping could be so stressful
and time-consuming?
According to a Léger poll, 76 per cent of Canadians and 52 per
cent of Americans are planning on spending less time holiday
shopping in person this year than in previous years.
The lockdowns have been particularly hard on small independent stores. The Léger survey found that 57 per cent of Canadians
would support forcing large retailers to close the non-essential sections of their stores to in-person shopping out of fairness to small
businesses that have had to shut down their operations.
Most of us would be ready for stricter measures. The survey says

POSTCARD PERFECT

SCRAPBO

that 65 per cent of Canadians support a general lockdown in their
province, including the closure of all non-essential businesses and
services for the holiday season.
You no doubt have received wish lists from many business
groups, hoping that governments will cut them some slack.
Many people have been getting grey hair over this health crisis.
Showing their true colours, folks have stopped getting dye jobs.
This movement has in turn cut hairdressers’ incomes. Now as new
restrictions appear to be imminent in most provinces, the country's
largest group of hair salons, stylists and personal services is calling
for the continued operation of 35,000 establishments in Canada.
The Allied Beauty Association (ABA) and its 18,000 members want
to remind the government that, “We are Safe.”
If governments change their minds, you may be the first in line
to get a trim.
ABA members have been exceeding the standards and guidelines
issued by Health Canada. Recently, ABA surveyed their membership and found that members have served over 236,000 clients
across Canada since they reopened this Spring. Of these clients,
only 16 cases of COVID were reported. “We attribute this extremely low incident rate of COVID in our member establishments
to the extended measures we have taken as an industry to ensure
the safety of our customers,” says Sandra Fiore, ABA Canada
Chairperson of the Board.
The Christmas haircut is one of the many customs that are in
jeopardy as we try to control this persistent disease.
We are at a critical point in the second wave of the pandemic,
warns Dr. Paul Roumeliotis, Chief Medical Officer of Health with
the Eastern Ontario Health Unit. “The EOHU region has experienced a significant increase in COVID-19 cases over recent weeks,”
he noted in an open letter. “As we have seen with other areas of
the province, community spread can accelerate rapidly and
threaten healthcare capacity in hospitals and other services that
we all rely on. Uncontrolled spread can also threaten the local
economy by forcing the shutdown of businesses as a last resort to
stop the spread of the virus. And as we know too well in our own
region, it can have devastating consequences for our most vulnerable residents. While we are all experiencing pandemic fatigue
and yearning for a return to better days, it is imperative to continue
following public health precautions if we hope to keep COVID
cases at a manageable level in our community.” So if we are to celebrate next Christmas in the good old-fashioned way, we are going
to need a big delivery of patience and common sense.
Please see what you can do, St. Nick.? Have a safe trip. Thanks
for reading this. The chimney will be clean as a whistle, and milk
and cookies, with extra gluten, will be set out for you, right beside
the hand sanitizer.
Richard Mahoney
richard@glengarrynews.ca

OK

CORNER

TIMELESS SENTIMENTS: Charles Dickens is one of the most often quoted literary giants, especially at Christmas. In its December
24, 1920 edition The News cited the Victorian era novelist in conveying season’s greetings to its readers.

TRANQUIL SETTING: Alexandria’s Mill Pond is always, regardless the time of year, a wonderful place to watch the sun
set. Lawrence Patterson was fortunate to witness this scene last week. Do you have a special setting to share? Send it to
richard@glengarrynews.ca

We welcome Letters to the Editor from our readers on items of interest to
Glengarrians and about Glengarry. Only those submissions where the writer
agrees to be identified will be printed. Letters are subject to editing for length
and grammar. In instances where correspondence must be reduced due to its
length, care will be taken to ensure that the intent of the writer is not changed.
Letters run in the order that they arrive except in instances where timeliness

is a consideration. We prefer to receive letters by email at letters@glengarrynews.ca for ease in handling, but will accept those that come by regular
mail to 3 Main Street S., Box 10, Alexandria, K0C 1A0, or by fax to 613 5253284.
All correspondence should include a telephone number where the writer can
be contacted between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. for confirmation purposes.

T H E G L E N G A R R Y NE W S
SUBSCRIPTION RATES (INC. GST)
$60 per year, Home Rate; $80 in Canada;
$230 0utside Canada; Online edition, $45..50
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A year of
challenges
By Jim McDonell
MPP, Stormont-Dundas-South
Glengarry
After a year of challenges like
no other in the past 100 years,
conditions are finally lining up to
allow 2021 to be one of renewal
and recovery. By this time next
year, I am optimistic that we will
be well on our way to remaking
our region to be one of the best
places in the world to live, work,
and raise a family.
Any reflection of 2020 should
start with our front-line workers'
tremendous sacrifice and tireless
hard work, especially early on
when so little was known about
the virus and its health impacts.
Without them, it is hard to imagine how any of our communities
could have coped with the demands of trying to protect everyone while slowing the spread of
COVID-19. There were so many
selfless acts of kindness, from the
simple checking in on the wellbeing of others, to picking up
their groceries, and more.
The most shocking realization
of this past year was how little of
our country's emergency supplies
were manufactured here in
Canada. Everything from face
masks to ventilators and other
critical medical supplies were no
longer produced here, creating
severe obstacles as we navigated
through the early stages of this
pandemic. Premier Ford committed to changing this critical shortfall, stating that we would never
again be forced to rely on foreign
manufacturers and their governments for our vital supplies.
Through our Ontario Together
program, funding was provided
to encourage the re-tooling required to produce these urgently
needed products. As a result, we
are already receiving personal
protection equipment (PPE), ventilators, sanitizing supplies, and
more, from Ontario manufacturers.
Dr. David Williams, Ontario's
Chief Medical Officer, has been
guiding Premier Doug Ford and
his Cabinet to protect all
Ontarians. Specific guidelines and
funding continue to safeguard
vulnerable populations, allow employees to continue working, students to continue their education,
and to assist businesses in maintaining their operations. With our
recent budget passage, the next
phase in our government's response to COVID-19 has begun.
Bill 229, Ontario's Action Plan:
Protect, Support, Recover, is a $45
billion plan with three pillars. The
plan includes $15.2 billion for increased health investments to
protect people from this deadly
virus. It also included $13.5 billion
in total direct support for families,
workers, and employers, in addition to $11.3 billion in cash flow
support. We worked hard to remove barriers to our recovery
through initiatives such as our
Red Tape Reduction Ministry and
by providing $4.8 billion to protect and create jobs.
Over the year, there have been
many controversial issues, but
there was little disagreement over
the need to get our children back
to school this September. Our
Minister of Education, Stephen
Lecce, was tasked with this challenging job of addressing the
needs and demands of the students, parents, staff, and other
stakeholders. He worked with
ministry and school board officials to develop a system of vir-

tual and in-class education. The
successful and safe return of our
children, teachers and staff to
school was our number one priority. Our government committed an additional $1.3 billion to
school boards to hire more teachers and support staff, provide remote and alternative learning,
and supply PPE and sanitation
equipment. The greatest challenge was the hiring of qualified
teachers, as all available resources
had been exhausted. After
months of negotiations with the
teachers' unions to reach an
agreement for a one-year suspension of regulations restricting the
hiring of retired teachers, last
month, an agreement to employ
retired teachers for 95 days was
reached. The situation was so dire
that some school boards were
forced to hire parents to supervise
students in the classroom.
Canadians are known worldwide for their ability to respond
to emergencies with determination and generosity, and this pandemic's response serves to reinforce that reputation. There is apparent optimism, as the first vaccines start to arrive in the country
and the promise it brings of our
former way of life. To ensure an
efficient and safe rollout, we have
assembled a Vaccine Distribution
Task Force under General Rick
Hillier.
Logistic and medical experts
have developed a priority list to
protect the most vulnerable and
achieve the greatest success. It is
a health undertaking unlike any
ever conducted in this county,
and we need everyone's patience
and cooperation.
This year's pandemic changed
everyone's lives in this country,
and I often was asked about the
changes at Queen's Park and my
role in Toronto. There was the obvious difference of the summer
session required to debate and
push through legislation to address Ontarians' needs. Our government debated and passed ten
private members' bills and 26
government bills, of which six
had unanimous consent.
The accelerated legislative
agenda required many additional
hours of committee time when
we had to find places to set up
our computers because attending
in person did not allow for social
distancing. Life in Toronto was
also quite different, with air and
rail transportation and restaurants
unavailable for a good portion of
the time. The government and
the opposition reached an agreement on some temporary changes
that allowed the Legislature to
continue safely. The pandemic
also generated a considerable increase in the number of inquiries
and requests for service that my
constituency staff and I had to
handle remotely. This new
method of remote service presented challenges for the public
as well as for ourselves. I want to
thank you for your cooperation.
This Christmas holiday season
will be different this year as we
continue to follow health guidelines and take the precautions
necessary to reduce the spread of
the COVID-19 virus. By planning
ahead and using alternative ways
to gather virtually, I am sure we
will be able to share in the joy of
wishing each other a very Merry
Christmas and the very best in
2021. As always, remember to stay
safe and please don't drink and
drive.

Beautiful, winding,
dangerous road

Generators
– Rebuilt or New
• Automotive, Commercial,
Agricultural

The Editor,
We live on the 4th of Kenyon.
It is a beautiful, winding country road and we love it.
Every family on this road values its winding nature and vistas for
walking, running, biking, and riding their horses. While taking advantage of our road, we, and many of our neighbours, have had experiences with close calls from distracted and disrespectful drivers.
December 13, our neighbour and his dog were struck in front of our
house, which resulted in the man being severely injured and the dog
being killed. This is outrageous and we feel things need to change.
Whatever happened to common courtesy behind the wheel? When
you see a pedestrian, biker, or someone on horseback, please slow your
vehicle down and move over.
And if it is not too much to ask, give a friendly wave.
Fretful on the 4th
Alyson Graham and Matt Williams

$10,000 for HGMH

613-525-0609

20015D Hwy. 43, West of Alexandria

Pierre & Mathieu Desforges
Tel: 613-524-2177
St-Isidore, ON
www.desforgeswater.com
info@desforgeswater.com

Go figure

Although 2020 has been a very hard year for a lot of people, the
“Journée de la femme/Women’s Day-Alexandria” committee still managed to make a contribution to Hôpital Glengarry Memorial Hospital.
The group has purchased a Careraiser Shower Chair valued at
$10,314.47.
The annual Women’s Day was cancelled because of the COVID-19
pandemic. “Even though our event didn’t take place, the committee
still looked for numerous ways to raise money in order to purchase
much needed equipment for patient care and comfort at the Glengarry
Memorial Hospital,” says the committee.
The committee members, Denise Ménard, Nicole Nadeau, Lise
Laperrière, Nicole Geoffrion, Manon Lalonde, Carole Doiron, JoAnn
Marcantonio, Rachel Sliepenbeek and Heather Morrison, proudly report
that they raised the money through the sale of “loot bags,” lucky number
draws, donations and “most of all, your support. So we thank each and
every one of you for believing in us and in what we do.”

Propane

The Editor,
Try to figure this one out.
Trudeau announces $3 billion to plant 2 billion trees.
A local contractor, who I won't name, has a contract to bring wood
chips to a Quebec hydro generating station. It's cheaper to run generators there on wood chips then use the water passing through.
Hundreds and hundreds of acres of trees a year harvested for that one
location.
Trudeau will give us a $7,500 tax credit if we buy an electric vehicle
and go green.
But as usual it would be impossible to get an actual direct answer as
our noble leader would drift off on another rant about how they are
leading the way reducing carbon, and bailing us with carbon tax.
Terry St. Onge, Martintown

Propane

PERTH
KINGSTON
KAZABAZUA, QC

ST. ISIDORE
613-524-2079
1-800-465-4927

CORNWA
ALL OFFICE

PIERRE deVARENNES**
Owner

ROBERT McCULLOCH*
Manager

ALFRED HEIM*
613-936-7918
613
936 7918

HARDEEP SINGH
613 936 3996
613-936-3996

PETER HICKEY
613-551-6776
613
551 6776

FAYE ALLOTT
613-571-9605
613
571 9605

LINDDA GIROUX-DAIGLE
6613 551 5839
613-551-5839

SUSAN HELMER
613 363 8304
613-363-8304

TALAT BUTT
613-361613
361 2927

JEFF MARTELOCK
613 363 5555
613-363-5555

MOE MAURAIS*
613 363 3052
613-363-3052

JOEL DINELLE
613-362-99999

MARYSE GAGNON-RUEST*
613-363-6279

DAVE SNETSINGER
613-938-3860

KRISTOFFER LADOUCEUR
613-898-9525

KAREN BOULERICE
613-330-7303

L DUPRAU
LISA
613-577-0353

ABID HUSSAIN
613-700-4987

MARY ANN MARLEAU
M
613-360-8140

NATASHA BEAUDRY
613-861-5151

AKIF TALAT
613-362-4375

DEREK BISSONNETTE
613-861-9107

JEANNIE QUESNEL
JAMES McCUNE
Admin Assistant
613-360-8162
“TEAM
M BISSONNETTE”

JEN BLAIR MANLEY
613-551-4133

CHRISTAL BOWEN
Admin Assistant
#DREAMTEAM

MAURICE LALIBERTÉ
THERESA LALIBERTÉ
613-677-0369
Admin Assistant
“LALIBERTÉ”

JODDY BLAIR
613-5551-9783

HILDA BUITING
613 913 0891
613-913-0891

JO ANN LANGSTAFF
TED LANGSTAFF
613-577-1873
613-884-1870
“LANGSTAFF”

HAWKESBUR
W
Y OFFICE
O

LYNDA LAVIOLETTE*
613-306-0044
613
306 0044

JOHANNE LALIBERTÉ
613-676-0215
613
676 0215

LYNN PHILLIPS
613-306-1145
613
306
3 1145

STEVEN LEVAC*
613-677-8284

ALEXANDRIA OFFICE

Industrial training
Industrial workers will be trained according to the needs identified
by local manufacturing and industrial companies under a new
Employment Services Centre of Prescott-Russell program.
The training project, which will take place from April to July 2021,
aims to train about 20 workers in various sectors of trades in demand.
Offered in partnership with Collège La Cité, the initiative is funded
through the Skills + Ontario project of the Ministry of Labour,
Training and Skills Development. “There has been a general shortage
of skilled tradespeople in many trades and sectors, including here in
our own riding,” said Jim McDonell, MPP for Stormont-Dundas-South
Glengarry. Included in the program are company visits in order to
introduce learners to the realities of the industry. For more information, companies, job seekers and workers are invited to contact Jean
Dubois, Skills Development Coordinator for the CSEPR, at 613-6320179, ext. 248.

Quit stalling!
BRING
IT TO US.
• Alternators, Starters and

BILL SHIELDS
613-930-5528

D.A. MacMILLAN*
613-360-1078

DOUG ARKINSTALL
613-360-0948

NANCY LEVAC
613 677 8037
613-677-8037

REBECCA COLLETT*
613-677-4919
613
677 4919

NANCY FIELDING
613-678-8156

MELISSA LEDUC
NAATASHA DICAIRE
Admin Assistant
6613-677-0400
“TEAM STEVENLEVA
AC.COM”

INGLEESIDE OFFICE

ANNA RUSSELL
613-447-7420

DAVE DUPRAU
613-662-7355

PAUL McALEAR
613-551-6663

HELEN MacLEOD
613-678-8260

BENOIT PERRAULT
613-307-0727

BASSEM DAGHER
613-676-2740

SOPHIE BONIN
613-678-7756

ADMINISTRATION
T
STAFF
A

JOANNE LECOMPTE
Branch Administrator

WENDY MALLETTE
F/T Reception

ELAINE PLUMADORE
P/T Reception

All individuals are Sales Representatives unless otherwise
shown as **Broker Owner, *Broker.
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o
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Hawkesbury 6613-632-7091 • Ingleside 613-537-2000
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Show some respect
Be prepared to be extra courteous when you’re dealing with North
Glengarry staff.
At the urging of its CAO, Sarah Huskinson, township council has agreed
to adopt a Respectful Conduct Policy so that staff members will have recourse when dealing with difficult members of the public.
The policy “is not for generally difficult residents, but rather those which
are unreasonably persistent” and demonstrate “unreasonable behaviour,”
Ms. Huskinson wrote in her report. “This behaviour could be any of the
following: covertly recording meetings and conversations, submitting falsified documents, refusing to accept a decision and arguing repetitively
with staff, using offensive and hostile language, submitting obsessive request with a very high volume, and requesting information which lacks
purpose or value.”
If behaviour is determined to be disrespectful, the CAO would be empowered to send the customer a written notice that outlines the problem
and might even impose some restrictions. Those restrictions could include
placing limits on the number and duration of contacts with staff, restricted
time slots for calls, limiting to one method of contact (i.e. writing), requiring the customer to communication only with specific staff members, refusing access to certain buildings or even pursuing legal action such as
trespass notices.
Mayor Jamie MacDonald agreed that the policy is necessary, stating
that the township has had some issues and that it’s good that recourse is
available.
Alexandria Ward Councillor Michael Madden was similarly impressed,
saying that he knows some people in the township’s front office and that
the measure is needed.
Xplornet tower
North Glengarry council is allowing Xplornet Communication Inc. to
proceed with public consultations that would allow for the erection of a
communications tower at 22295 Binette Rd. in Dalkeith.
According to township documentation, the new tower would be on
property owned by Nathalie Dubois and David White. Xplornet is preparing the public consultation packages that will be sent to registered property owners within the notification radius prescribed by Innovation,
Science and Economic Development Canada’s protocol, which is three
times the height of the tower. As the tower would be 45 metres tall, the
packages will go out to anyone living within 135 metres.
Councillor Brenda Noble seemed particularly eager to approve the motion. Her fellow Councillor, Jeff Manley, even quipped that Ms. Noble
would put “both hands up” when Mayor Jamie MacDonald called for a
show of hands.
Ms. Noble, who represents the Lochiel Ward, could, presumably, benefit
from faster internet.
-- Steven Warburton

Trail deal extended
The United Counties of Prescott-Russell has reached an agreement
with VIA Rail Canada to extend the lease of the Prescott-Russell
Recreational Trail for an additional six months, until June 30, 2021.
The purpose of the contract extension is to provide leeway for both
parities to come to an agreement early in 2021 for the land, also
known as the Montreal and Ottawa Sub-Corridor, to the counties.
“This extension will not only allow time for both parties to have
further discussions, but it will also allow the Recreational Trail to be
used for the upcoming winter season by the various snowmobile
clubs in Eastern Ontario, and those that use the trail for winter recreation activities,” said Stéphane Parisien, Chief Administrative Officer
of the UCPR.

Fencibles denied $20K

ANGEL TREE: Every year at Maxville Manor, staff members
make or purchase gifts for randomly selected residents.Shown
above, representing the various departments, are Dan Lasalle,
Jelena Geisbrecht, Ashley Goltsios, Bobbi Jo MacLeod, Elizabeth
Quesnel, Raymonde Paquette, Rita Sabourin, and Amy Porteous.
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Martintown
forest donated
BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff
The United Counties is poised to take possession of 84 acres of
forest land near Martintown, a tract that is being donated by the
owner, Dr. John Macaulay.
Dr. Macaulay had previously provided the counties with a formal
letter of intent to donate the land parcel, which – according to
SDG’s contracted forester – has been well managed and consists
of “upland tolerant hardwoods” and would “make a wonderful
addition to the County’s existing forest.”
According to a staff report, Dr. Macaulay has a number of provisions he’d like to be respected as part of the donation. For example,
he’d like the forest to be well-managed for recreational and educational opportunities and that it have controlled public access. He
asked for no extensive logging, clearcutting, heavy equipment, or
motorized vehicles being used for recreation.
This latter point seemed particularly important to Councillor
Bryan McGillis, who said it’s important to support the idea because
of all the clearcutting that’s going on.
“I think we have to start advocating against massive clearcutting,”
he said. “We have lost too much.”
Dr. Macaulay also asks that the forest be monitored for invasive
and non-native species and that pesticides be avoided whenever
possible.
Councillor Carma Williams called it a “heartwarming offer” and
that we “don’t see near enough of this kind of thing.” She also expressed an interest in meeting Dr. Macaulay.
In his letter, Dr. Macaulay, 90, said that the land has been in his
possession for about 50 years and that he is no longer physically
capable of managing the land himself.
“After my death, it is likely that the land would be deforested
and the remarkable biological diversity of the land would be lost,”
he wrote. “This has occurred recently and widely in our area where
agricultural use is replacing many previously forested areas.”
The land is situated just west of Robertson Road.

PLEASE BE ADVISED
The following is taken from the ontario.ca website,
which is the official website of the Ontario Government (dated December 21, 2020).
https://www.ontario.ca/page/face-coverings-andface-masks#section-1
When you don’t have to wear a face covering
There are some situations when you do not need to wear a face covering.

You do not need medical documentation to support
any of the exceptions below.
Children
Children do not have to wear a face covering indoors if they are younger than two years old.

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff
South Glengarry council has turned down
a $20,000 donation request from the Glengarry
Fencibles Trust, electing to give the group
$4,000 instead. In doing so, council followed
the advice of its Treasurer, Lachlan McDonald,
who pointed out that granting the larger
amount would put the township nearly
$13,000 above its grants and donations budget.
In 2021, the township had a $57,500 budget
for such donations. Typically, the township
provides a maximum of $4,000 per group,
though, occasionally, it allows for higher donations. One example would be for Beyond 21,
a group that helps local adults with developmental disabilities. Earlier this year, Beyond 21
purchased a building in Cornwall. South
Glengarry has committed to providing the
group with $10,000 a year in 2020, 2021, and
2022.

The Cornwall Community Hospital also received the privilege of getting an amount
higher than $4,000. In 2020, 2021, and 2022,
council has agreed to donate $5,000 for the
purchase of a mammography machine.
The Glengarry Fencibles Trust, whose mandate is to preserve and rehabilitate the
Bishop’s House in St. Raphael’s, was asking
for $25,000 to help with foundation repairs. It
had received that amount from council in
2016 and 2017, the first two years of the foundation’s existence.
This year, council wasn’t willing to budge.
Councillor Martin Lang said he’d support a
$4,000 donation but wouldn’t go higher unless
the organization could present a case for more
funding. Councillor Sam McDonell agreed,
saying giving more than $4,000 without additional information would be setting a bad
precedent.

Going commercial in SG
BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff
South Glengarry council has agreed to
spend between $8,000 and $10,000 to have
several parcels of re-designated as
Commercial District.
Currently, the land parcels – which stretch
from just south of the 401 to the St. Lawrence
River in South Lancaster – are zoned as
Employment District, which, according to the
United Counties of SDG’s Official Plan, are
for various industrial uses like transportation
and distribution industries and certain retail
facilities like hotels, restaurants, and financial
institutions.
By re-designating them as Commercial
District, the land would be open to uses that
are – in the words of the township’s General
Manager of Community Services, Joanne

Haley – “more compatible to the existing surrounding land uses and provides for residential development opportunities as the
Employment District does not permit any residential land uses.
“The Commercial District provides for
a full range of retail and service commercial uses; the current uses/businesses
in the subject area are exactly these types
of uses. Any business attraction or expansion initiatives would continue to attract
these types of uses.”
In order for the re-designation to take place,
an Official Plan Amendment at the SDG
Counties level is required.
South Glengarry staff approached the
Toronto-based Hemson Consulting Ltd. to
complete the required review in order to
begin the amendment process.

Face coverings will not protect you
from getting COVID-19, but may help
protect others.
This ad is brought to you by the “White Knights of Elohim.”

More truth to follow…

Mrs. Haley pointed out that Hemson has
worked in the area before. In 2016, the United
Counties of SDG retained them for an
Employment Land Needs Analysis.
Promising potential
The $8,000 to $10,000 that council agreed on
would go to Hemson for the completion of
the review.
For his part, South Glengarry DeputyMayor Lyle Warden said he was “100 per
cent in favour of this” and that having the
lands in question re-designated as
Commercial District would better serve the
community.
Mayor Frank Prevost and Councillor
Stephanie Jaworski agreed with the latter
saying that it would open the door to “projects that are more in keeping with the needs
of the community.”

Veteran seeks votes to fix roof
John Bathurst, of Dalhousie Mills, is a finalist in the Beacon of Hope
Canadian Veterans Free Roof Contest.
People have until January 6 to vote for Mr. Bathurst at
go.becn.com/beaconofhopecanada/finalists
John Bathurst served in the Canadian Army. He owns and lives in his
ancestral home of seven generations which is close to 200 years old. He’s
desperately in need of roofing repairs to his home. He’s on disability

insurance and his budget for repairs is limited.
Right now his roof is in various stages of patch repairs to keep out the
water.
His goal is to preserve the home of his ancestral family.
By attaining this roofing project it would get his closer to that goal.
Learn more about Mr. Bathurst at youtube/WlfV3vj_jB4 and at
go.becn.com/beaconofhopecanada/finalists

Free Christmas concert
BY MARGARET CALDBICK
News Staff
A musical Christmas gift from
local musicians is available to
watch now on YouTube to
brighten the grey days leading up

to Christmas.
Harpist, music teacher and
longtime president of the
Vankleek Hill Music Festival, Ian
Hepburn came up with the idea
for an online virtual Christmas

Death Notices

Maxville Branch
GUINDON, Roger
At the Ottawa Hospital – Civic Campus on Saturday,
November 14, 2020. Roger Guindon of Maxville; age 72
years. Dear brother of Jeannette MacDermid, Ronnie
Guindon, and Ronda Guindon (Mike). Predeceased by
brothers Alphonse Jr., Richard, Hilaire, Andrew and by
his sister Annette. Dear son of the late Alphonse
Guindon and the late Ethel Sauve. Funeral arrangements
under the care and direction of Munro & Morris Funeral
Homes Ltd., 20 Main St., Maxville (613-527-2898). As
expressions of sympathy Memorial Donations to the
Canadian Cancer Society would be appreciated by the
family. As a Memorial to Roger a tree will be planted in
Memory Woods. A tree grows-memories live.
Condolences may be made online at
www.munromorris.com

Health and accommodations
You do not need to wear a face covering if you:
• have a medical condition that inhibits your ability
to wear a face covering
• are unable to put on or remove your face covering
without help from someone else
• are receiving accommodations according to the
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act,
2005 or the Human Rights Code

Mr. McDonald said he would contact the
Fencibles Trust and provide an opportunity
to make a presentation to council.
The township will provide $4,000 donations
to the Optimist Club for Canada Day activities, the South Glengarry Pipes and Drums for
maintenance and equipment, the Friends of
the St. Raphael’s Ruins to improve safety and
accessibility, the Martintown Horticultural
Society for flowers on the bridge and at Ken
Barton Park, the Glengarry Highland Games
for the VIP luncheon, the Friends of the
Summerstown Trails for maintenance and
school program equipment, Cooper Marsh
Conservators for educational displays, and the
Glengarry Sports Hall of Fame for maintenance.The township also gave lesser amounts
of $2,500 to Glengarry History for awareness
through film and $904 to the Glengarry,
Nor’Westers and Loyalist Museum for
signage.

BLANEY, Joyce Marion
Peacefully at the Cornwall
Hospice
on
Monday,
December 21, 2020 Marion
Blaney of Vankleek Hill
passed away at the age of 90.
Beloved daughter of the late
Wilmer Blaney and Elizabeth
Florent predeceased by her
brothers Stanley and Melvin.
Sadly, missed by her cousins
Sylvia and Joan Lothian. She
will be fondly remembered
by her long-time neighbours
on County Road 10. Family
and friends are invited to attend a Graveside Service on
Wednesday, December 23, 2020 at 11 a.m. at the
Fenaghvale Cemetery, Vankleek Hill. Those wishing to attend must RSVP. Please visit www.hillcrestfuneralhome.ca or call 613-678-2002 to reserve. Masks and Social
Distancing must be respected. For those who wish, donations in memory of Marion may be made to the Heritage
Lodge, Hawkesbury & District General Hospital
Foundation, Cornwall Hospice or a charity of your choice
would be appreciated. To express your condolences, make
a donation or plant a “Tree of Remembrance” for Marion,
please visit www.hillcrestfuneralhome.ca. Special thank you
to the wonderful staff at the Heritage Lodge for their excellent
care they provided for Marion. Thank you to the Nurses and
Staff of the Hawkesbury and District General Hospital and the
Cornwall Hospice for their care and compassion.
Funeral arrangements in the care of Hillcrest Funeral
Home Ltd., 151 Bond Street, Vankleek Hill, ON K0B 1R0
(866) 678-2001.
51-1c

concert for local people isolated
from their families in long-term
care homes, retirement homes
and hospitals.
Donating their musical talents
for the 40-minute free concert
now available free on YouTube
are some of the luminaries of the
local music scene including
Alexandria’s Campbell Trio, Celtic
Flare, Paddy Kelly, La Famille
Tweed from Vankleek Hill, Reg
and Rosemary Harden sharing
the piano bench for several duets,
and harpist Ian Hepburn himself
who performs the Huron Carol
“Jesous Ahatonhia,” “What Child
is This?” and “Coventry Carol.”
At the concert’s mid point, Fred
and Bonnie Cappuccino speak for
a few moments about how the
pandemic has interrupted Child
Haven’s usual fundraising dinners across Canada.
This fall, Ian Hepburn, who also
teaches music at Grenville
Elementary School, performed
outdoor concerts with his students under the open windows of
Heritage Lodge Retirement
Residence in Vankleek Hill.

When the weather was warmer,
residents sat outside at a safe distance to listen.
Mr. Hepburn also performed
solo as late as last week, plugging
his harp into an amplifier so residents could hear his music from
inside.
The virtual Christmas concert
project is hosted by the Vankleek
Hill Music Festival with the musicians performing at no charge.
Production costs were $3,000
and half of the expenses have
been meet through $150 sponsorship donations from local residences and hospitals including
The Palace in Alexandria and the
Maxville Manor, among others.
The Vankleek Hill Music
Festival, a registered non-profit, is
welcoming donations and will
issue tax receipts for donations received either by cheque or bank
e-Transfer. To donate or for further information, contact Ian
Hepburn at 613-678-2286 or by
email i.hepburn@outlook.com.
Anyone can enjoy the YouTube
concert anytime by visiting
https://youtu.be/Jh6Lpo66wlc

No bird count
What would have been the 42nd edition of the Vankleek Hill
Christmas Bird Count, the closest 24-km. diameter bird count circle in
our region, has been cancelled because of the pandemic.
Christine Trudeau, volunteer Christmas Bird Compiler (CBC) for the
Vankleek Hill count made the decision to cancel the three Christmas
bird counts she organizes because she didn’t feel participants were
COVID-safe travelling to the region for the count.
Initially the counts were scheduled for December 20 in Vankleek Hill,
December 28 in Alfred-Montebello, and January 2 in Casselman-Forêt
Larose.
“You see I depend upon participants from Ottawa and Montreal and
a few participants from Cornwall and Pembroke. Field participants
would have to travel in separate cars using walkie-talkies or other technology plus the majority of birders are over 65 years of age,” Ms.
Trudeau said last week. “I didn't want to risk anyone's health.”
“Let's keep in touch for next year,” said Ms. Trudeau anticipating a
safer 2021-2022 Christmas Bird Count.
The Vankleek Hill CBC average is 40 species per count. In 2015, a
new species, the White-winged Scoter (Macreuse brunet) was sighted
bringing the cumulative species total to 97 species that year.
To join the count next December 2021, contact Christine Trudeau at
cristeentb5@gmail.com
-- Margaret Caldbick
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2020: COVID dominated the headlines

In our March 18 edition, The News reported on the first
confirmed case of COVID-19 in our area. The pandemic dominated the year,
but as these photos show, there were other things going on as well.

Case103: The COVID-19 pandemic arrives
BY RICHARD MAHONEY
News Staff
She was described as Case 103 by the Ontario Ministry of
Health in a statement posted March 14.
The first case of COVID-19 in our area had been treated
at Glengarry Memorial Hospital in Alexandria.
The woman in her 30s, who contracted the disease while
travelling in the United States, was self-isolating, according
to the ministry.

The woman is a nursing student at St. Lawrence College
in Cornwall, who returned home from a trip to New York
March 9 and developed mild symptoms of cough as well as
generalized aches and pain. On March 12, she presented
herself to the emergency department at the Glengarry
Memorial Hospital in Alexandria.
The information was shared by Dr. Paul Roumeliotis,
Medical Officer of Health at the EOHU.
The hospital took all necessary precautions and followed

Public health investigation
The province received the information about a positive
case and updated its website immediately at 5:30 p.m.
March 14. This information was released by the province
before the EOHU was able to issue a press release. However,
the health unit had already begun the process of contact
tracing to determine who might have been exposed to the
woman.
The EOHU’s investigation determined that the positive

monitored and are self-isolating. One is a contact from the
class the woman attended, and the other three are the students who were part of the group meeting.
Beyond these contacts, there was no threat to the rest of
the campus, including residences. St. Lawrence College has
made the decision to close the campus. The EOHU does not
feel that the College was at risk because of this single positive case, since it has been diligent in tracking down the
contacts of this case, and her exposure was limited.

MESSAGES: In the spring, Hôpital Glengarry Memorial Hospital posted a message -- “Please don’t
steal.” The Alexandria hospital had been victimized by thieves in quest of precious personal protective
equipment. Below: A valuable piece of plywood was used to convey a public service announcement.

SAILING ON THE SNOW: In January, Sarita Anderson and
Becky Dovas from Cornwall read about free fat-tire snow-biking
on official opening day on Sunday at the Summerstown Trails and
discovered it’s a breeze sailing on snow. They were among those
who participated in activities celebrating the 50th anniversary of
the Trails.

PERFECT CHECK: The February 5 edition of The News featured this solid hip check, which like
many other joys in life, were affected by the pandemic. Char-Lan Rebels defenceman Dillon Spinner
dished out a perfect hip check against Alexandria Glens Nicolas Corry in round 2 of the “Battle of
Glengarry.” Contact has been ruled out in competitive hockey this season.

FAST FREEZE: It was a frigid and beautiful morning in February when Barbara Macdonell, of Apple
Hill, captured this photo of her husband, Dean, illustrating just how cold the weather was. Tossing
hot water into the air, the droplets were frozen in midair, creating this dramatic effect. And yes, this
is something you can try at home.

LEGACY: In our August 5 edition, we reported on the 50th anniversary of the fire that razed St. Raphael’s Roman Catholic
Church. “The belfry and steeple collapsed at about 2:30 a.m.,
dropping quietly into the inferno,” read a report published in the
August 13, 1970 edition of The News. “But the three bells refused
to toll the death knell of the church as they fell,” observed Rev.
Bernard Cameron of Williamstown, an early arrival on the scene.

GÉNIE
ANTI GÂCHIS

CHEAP FUEL: In March, drivers were treated to some abnormally low fuel prices, just when everyone
was being told to avoid unnecessary travel.

IDENTICAL TRIPLETS: It was beautiful day in the neighbourhood in late June when Lacey and Lee
Paquette and their new and very rare identical triplet boys, Emmett, Wyatt, and Sawyer, posed for this
shot in the front garden of their home on Kincardine Street in Alexandria. Perched on his mother's
knees is the couple's toddler, Damien who is two and a half years old. The healthy triplets were born
May 29 in the midst of the global pandemic.

Par Laura Peck
Un Noël avec moins de souci et moins de gâchis, on en a tous
besoin. Avec cette deuxième saison de la chronique commencée
en 2019, le Glengarry News invite tous les lecteurs à repenser et
réinventer les fêtes en réduisant nos dépenses et notre empreinte environnementale.
Laura Peck, membre du collectif d’artistes de Glengarry,
partage son enthousiasme et les belles histoires récoltées depuis
plusieurs années auprès d’amis et de clients. Autrice et activiste,
elle s’émerveille de l’inventivité et de la résilience de chacun. A
partager sans modération pour un Noël d’exception.
C’est Noël, c’est Noël, c’est Noël! Dans la nuit, dans le froid
et même dans la voiture. Depuis trois semaines, les ondes et les
anges nous accompagnent! Les avez-vous remarqués aussi? Pas
encore? Prenez une bonne marche! En rentrant chez vous, imprégnez-vous des odeurs de biscuits étoiles à la cannelle et d’oranges piquées de clous de girofle. Dégustez un chocolat bien
chaud maison avec ou sans guimauves.
Petit tambour: Les enfants vont revêtir leurs plus brillants
atours. Paillettes, décorations or et argent reflètent mille feux.
Près de l’âtre, parents et grands-parents se régalent de thé et de
pain d’épices, et encouragent la petite troupe familiale. Lorsque
les enfants tambourinent et lancent leur ratatatata, certains
songent aux Noëls d’antan. Souriez, et profitez pleinement et
simplement de Noël au présent.
Noël Nouvelet: Se laisser transporter par un chœur de femmes
(ou d’hommes) va être difficile cette année. Alors, restons enveloppés dans le souvenir de notre première fois dans l’église
de campagne bondée ou la cathédrale glaciale, lorsque les voix
divines se sont élevées. Même en petit comité, laissons les frissons nous toucher au son de ces mélodies sacrées, de toute
beauté. Dans la cuisine aussi, d'ailleurs, elles peuvent se
savourer.
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Record making
Christmas baking

OVERTIME THRILLER: Cuyler Molinaro of the Char-Lan
Rebels and Kyle Joly of the Alexandria Glens battle for the puck
during hockey action at the Glengarry Sports Palace in Alexandria
on Friday night. It was the last modified scrimmage of the year,
which ended in a 4-3 overtime decision for the Rebels.
STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO

Rebs top
Glens in OT

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff
Those who work at the new
Beyond 21 building in Cornwall
will finish the holiday season
knowing that the community is
right behind them, at least as far
as fundraising is concerned.
The building, which celebrated
its grand opening this fall, provides services for local adults
with developmental disabilities.
As it doesn’t receive funding
from the provincial or federal
government, it relies on donations and fundraising initiatives
to stay afloat.
One of those fundraisers is a
holiday cooking event where the
public pays for tourtières and
sweet goods such as butter tarts
and cookies. This year’s version
was more popular than ever.

Margaret McCormick, the
Lifeskills Facilitator for Beyond
21, says she and two others filled
more than 200 orders that saw
them cook 170 large tourtières, 70
small ones, and about 950 dozen
cookies.
“I was very surprised with the
order volume,” she said.
“Especially since there were only
two weeks to pre-order.”
In the end, it took about three
weeks for Ms. McCormick and
her two helpers, Celia Victor and
Vandana Bhatti, to do all that
cooking. Much of it was distributed last Thursday afternoon
from Beyond 21’s Hub at 1924
Pitt St. in Cornwall. The new
building boasts a full-sized
kitchen, laundry facilities, and a
massive reception area with several tables and a flatscreen tele-

vision.
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, those who came to pick
up their baking waited in a
vestibule while Beyond 21 volunteers brought them their boxes.
Ms. McCormick’s sister, Patricia
McCormick, Job Developer with
the Glengarry Inter-Agency
Group (GIAG), says that this
year’s fundraiser brought in over
$9,000, twice as much as what it
made last year.
Ms. Victor and Ms. Bhatti are
placement students with the
GIAG’s Youth Job Connect, a
provincial program for people
between the ages of 15 and 30
who want to improve their work
skills. Patricia McCormick says
that the two young women were
chosen because they had expressed an interest in baking.

HOLIDAY BAKING: Celia Victor and Vandana Bhatti show off some of the baking they completed
as part of a massive holiday baking fundraiser for Beyond 21. All in all, the two helped bake nearly
a thousand dozen cookies to raise money for the organization that provides support services for
STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO
adults with developmental disabilities.

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!

BY STEVEN WARBURTON
News Staff
Liam MacDonald scored two goals and Michael Saltarelli notched
the game-winner in a 4-3 overtime victory for the Char-Lan Rebels
over the Alexandria Glens Friday night at the Glengarry Sports Palace.
The Rebels had rallied from a two goal deficit after Yan Bessette and
Andy Lightle-Blais scored for the Glens. MacDonald notched his first
for Char-Lan at 16:48 of the second period – a power-play marker –
and then Andrew Dixon tied it for the Rebels midway through the
third.
It looked like the Glens had the victory late in the third when
Alexandre Saul flipped the puck over Rebels goalie Dawson Irving to
give Alexandria the edge while on a two-man advantage. Then, with
the Rebels goalie pulled to give Char-Lan an extra skater, MacDonald
scored the equalizer with only 11 seconds left, sending the game into
overtime.
Both teams played cautiously in the extra frame. In fact, the only
shot on goal registered in overtime wound up being Char-Lan’s game
winner. That came when Saltarelli nabbed the puck in the Alexandria
zone and shot it top shelf over Glens goalie Tanner Gillies.
Other than that, the game was an even affair that could have gone
either way. Both teams registered 26 shots on goal and the Rebels went
1/7 on the power play while the Glens were 1/5.
Glens assists came from Keyshawn Francis, Dante Parent, Nicolas
Ouellette, Jacob Massie, and Andy Lightle-Blais. Rebels assists came
from Dillon Spinner (2), Donavan Francis, and Hunter MacPherson.
Rebels goalie Ceilie Picard shared duties with Irving.
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Thieves target
jewellery store
Thieves broke into The Jewellery Factory on Cannon Street in South
Glengarry shortly after 2:30 a.m. on Dec. 18.
Investigation revealed that the culprit removed a large quantity of
watches and jewellery, reports the Stormont-Dundas-Glengarry
Ontario Provincial Police detachment. An investigation continues.

Proud Sponsor of Pet of the Week
Maxville

VETERINARY
Jacqui Wignall B.Sc. H., D.V.M.
Janet Lalonde B.Sc. Agr., D.V.M.
21421 Cty. Rd. 10
(Glen Robertson Road)
Alexandria, ON

613-525-4146

Clinic

2477 Cty Rd. 20
(Highland Road)

MAXVILLE, ON

613-527-1444
1-888-927-1444

ONTARIO SPCA

STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO

PROTECTING ANIMALS SINCE 1873
STORMONT, DUNDAS & GLENGARRY BRANCH

PET OF THE WEEK
EBENEZER is a 2-year-old
male black cat
Due to Covid-19 we're offering
limited-contact adoptions by
APPOINTMENT ONLY! Details:
https://ontariospca.ca/covid-19limited-contact-adoptions/
This handsome guy thinks every
home should have its very own
"house panther!" He's a sleek,
quiet fellow who likes to sit back
and figure things out before making his move. He'd like a home
with people who don't mind giving him time and space to get to
know them. Once he does, he'll be
their friend for life!
Please call the OSPCA at 613-936-0072 or visit the animals
for adoption at www.sdg.ontariospca.ca

550 Boundary Road, Cornwall
Fax: (613) 936-0137
Email: sdg@ospca.on.ca
Adoption hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat.: 10:30 am - 4 pm
Thurs.: 10:30 am - 5 pm; Sundays and Holidays: CLOSED
Every single day animals arrive needing our help. We invite you to drop
by the shelter during adoption hours to visit the animals, or browse our
site (www.sdg.ontariospca.ca) and view our adoptable animals on-line.
Find your friend for life!
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Across
1 Hockey rivals of 29-Down
7 "Er-r..."
10 "If ___ a dime for every ...."
14 iPhone extras
18 She left a crumby trail in a tale
19 "I've told you ___ thousand
times!"
20 "... to run, ___ needle pulling
thread..."
21 Bad thing to spring in a boat
22 Missing parcel inquiry
23 "First footing" time in South
Glengarry
25 Prepare apples for pie
26 Was being followed, say
27 Count of swing
28 Peel player Diana of "The
Avengers"
30 Slangy denial
31 South Glengarry's 2020 claim to
fame
35 Quiet conclusion?
36 Slushy drink with a cool name
37 Ground floor hosp. areas
38 "___War" (Shatner sci-fi series)
39 Lost its cool, perhaps
41 Battleground for 1-Across and 29Down
43 Igor, to Dr. Frankenstein: Abbr.
45 Kind of colony or code
46 Gold standard?
47 Father of Anoop on "The Simpsons"
48 ___ squared (geometry formula)
50 Matching furniture set
53 Many Apostles: Abbr.
54 Annual Canoe Race waterway
59 Key elements in some COVID-19
vaccines
60 Drop like ___ of potatoes
61 Bela who played Dracula, 1931
62 Med. brain waves?
63 Hard-to-fold guides
66 Iterated
68 "The show's starting!"
70 Bountiful Biblical place
71 Distinct landmark at
Glen Rd./County Rd. 27
73 Escapee's run
76 Mount also known as Sinai
78 Med. workers fresh out of college
79 Match, as a poker bet
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BLESSED BAGS: This Christmas season, members of St.
Raphael’s Parish are distributing Blessed Bags -- bags full of assorted goodies -- to people who might not have a lot of social interaction. The bags were decorated by Iona Academy students, as
were the homemade Christmas cards. The bags themselves are
stuffed with assorted goodies and baking done by church volunteers. Shown above are Monique Keeler and Anne-Marie van
Sleeuwen, who helped run the initiative, and Sophie Piette, 8, of
STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTO
St. Raphael’s.
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63
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33
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GREEN AND RED: Iona
Academy celebrated the
week of Dec. 14-18 with
something called Five Days
of Faith and Fun. Everyday,
students participated in two
activities, one that was
faith-based and one that
was purely for fun. Some of
the faith activities included
having good manners,
going out of their way to
perform acts of kindness,
and turning down the heat
in the school to help save
the planet. Fun activities included Ugly Sweater Day
and red and green day,
shown at left. In back is
Graeme Bowles (Grade 7)
followed by Charlotte Flaro
(Grade 3) and Sawyer
Gaines (Grade 3).

8

27

76

CHRISTMAS SWEATERS: Williamstown Public School held
an ugly Christmas Sweater Day last week. Above: Lilian Slinger
(Senior Kindergarten), Harrison Trew (Junior Kindergarten), Alice
Turcotte (Senior Kindergarten), Kinley Rose (Junior Kindergarten)
and Emma Branchaud (Junior Kindergarten). Below: Back Row:
Danika Leger (grade 4), Esmee Cella (grade 4), Liam McGillivray
(grade 4), R.J. McDonald (grade 4). Front Row: Breanna Jans
(grade 3), Eli Ford (grade 3), Finnley Cafferky-Adriaans (grade 4),
STEVEN WARBURTON PHOTOS
Gabriel Mayer (grade 3).

7

80 Michelle who wrote Becoming
82 __ blanche (free reign)
84 "To be read by": Abbr.
86 Duped (by)
88 ___ of Dice (silent-era film)
90 Talk Like a Pirate Day sound
91 Female 34-Down
92 Danish shoe maker
93 Medit. isle near Corsica
94 "Canada's Oldest Annual" community event
99 "No seats left," on B'way
100 Fraction of time: Abbr.
101 Time of the day for French
toast?
102 ___ for Evidence (Grafton book)
103 "___ never work!"
105 Explorer David, part namesake
of a historic Williamstown house
107 The Time Machine actress
Mimieux
110 Bargain hunter's draw
111 Christmas lights site
112 Prov. with "K" postal codes
113 Scroogian sorts
114 "Not ___ many words"
115 Unsheathed, as a sword
116 "Super Mario Bros." console
117 Star-related

29 1-Across rivals
31 Jollies
32 Apple messaging program
33 One of Hawaii's Maunas
34 Wilbur, for Fern, e.g.
40 Fashion designer Ralph
42 Env. inserts
43 Prefix meaning "bee"
44 Brightened naturally
45 Magician's cry
47 Is welcoming at the door
49 Côte d'___ (country "en Afrique")
51 It's game?
52 Kin of -enne or -ette
55 U.S. seniors' rights org.
56 Mammoth time stretch?
57 Harshest, as awakenings go
58 Specialized-use computer
acronym
60 Within equal proximity
63 "So-so" utterance
64 Hoopla, in a Shakespeare title
65 Classic South Glengarry dish
67 Aziz of Netflix's "Master of None"
69 "All right already!"
72 Room to kick back in
73 ___ Wharf (site with a "rainbow"
of boathouses)

Down
1 Sarge's charge: Abbr.
2 Flub
3 Listen attentively
4 Latin "and other things"
5 Yorkshire textile city
6 Camera type: Abbr.
7 Doffs a derby
8 Mac the ___ (Saskatchewan statue)
9 Earvin Johnson, to sports fans
10 Rose-rose link, to Gertrude Stein
11 Twin of hockey's Daniel Sedin
12 Be expecting
13 First half of a double-header
14 Yodeller's backdrop
15 Rail-trail traversed by many a
South Glengarrian
16 Christmas event that kicks off at
Martintown Mill
17 Biased
24 Grocery area not frequented by
vegans
27 Stable home?

Keep it Brief

74 Friends, in Florence
75 Sir John Johnson ___ House
77 ___ House (coloured landmark
that is actually yellow)
81 Most musclebound
83 Danced Chubby Checker-style
85 Lady's man of dog filmdom
86 Mel Blanc character, say
87 "So-o cute!"
88 Italian birthplace of St. Francis
89 Apt pattern for Ontario's Celtic
Heartland
90 Notched spot in a wall
91 Work gigs
95 Merry Widow composer Franz
96 Tradesperson restoring Bishop's
House
97 Bishop's House building material
98 Glen ___ (Catholic Cemetery site)
104 Supposed leader of the zodiac
pack
106 Kitten's complaint
107 Sumac of song
108 ___ la la (singing syllables)
109 Subj. for new Canadians

by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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THE GLENGARRY NEWS – ALEXANDRIA, ONTARIO

NATIVITY AT THE GROTTO: The Grotto in Alexandria has become the site of nativity scenes this Christmas. The above installation
was put up by members of the Alexandria Lions. Below, several students from the Sports + class at L’École secondaire catholique Le
Relais decorated the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary with figures representing the birth of Jesus. At the same time, the lights and decRICHARD MAHONEY PHOTOS
orations brighten the view from residents at the nearby The Palace retirement home.

Warwick Forest in North Stormont is among the conservation areas
that South Nation Conservation will maintain throughout the winter.
W.E Burton and J. Henry Tweed in Russell, Two Creeks Forest and
Robert Graham Forest in South Dundas, and the Oschmann Forest in
North Dundas will also remain open during the colder months.
SNC also has agreements in place with municipal partners to groom
other trails and parks this winter, including Nokomis Park in Limoges
and the Russell Recreational Trail.
“Over 30 kilometres of local trails will be maintained for winter fun
this year,” says SNC Communications Lead John Mesman. “Our family
and pet-friendly conservation areas are accessible free of charge, and
the trails are great for snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, walking, and
hiking.”
To respect other trail users and to ensure the protection of ecologically
significant public land, people and their pets are reminded to stay on
marked, maintained trails, and dogs are not permitted to be off leash.
Motorized vehicles are not allowed on any SNC community land.
“We do kindly ask our visitors to continue to be respectful of other
park users and facilities, and to properly dispose of garbage and to clean
up after their dogs,” he added.
Busy summer
SNC’s seasonal park closures this year come on the heels of one of the
authority’s busiest summers on record. As the COVID-19 pandemic
forced many people to stay home and cancel their summer plans, SNC’s
conservation areas remained open and welcomed over 150,000 visitors,
mostly from May to October.
Traditionally SNC would close its seasonal parks following the

Thanksgiving weekend but opted to extend access this year into
November to accommodate the increased use and great weather.
SNC also advises that residents should be careful while on the river
as water levels naturally rise and flows increase at this time of year, and
to avoid boating near water control structures as safety booms have been
removed for the winter.
SNC owns and manages over 12,000 acres of public natural spaces
across its 4,441-square-kilometre jurisdiction in Eastern Ontario, including its 15 public conservation areas. Plan your next outdoor winter adventure by visiting www.nation.ca/recreation

Taastinngs by Ronnnna Mogeloon
FANTASTIC BANANA BREAD
I just love this banana bread. It’s moist, spicy and gooey with all
those chocolate chips and dates. And the walnuts give it a good
crunch. It’s the perfect thing for breakfast during the holidays when
you’re padding around in your new slippers. Just take a slice and
toast it up till lightly browned, slather it with butter and you’re all
set. Alternately, a nice chunk of this banana bread goes great with
an afternoon cup of tea or cocoa, when you’re curled up with a
book and a warm blanket. Happy holidays!

More money
for RIDE
Area police services will receive
about $31,000 each from the
Ontario government to continue
operating Reduce Impaired
Driving Everywhere (RIDE) campaigns.
The Stormont-Dundas-Glengarry
Ontario Provincial Police detachment and Cornwall Police Service
will each receive $15,593 for 202021 and $15,562 for 2021-22.
The money will be used to
cover the overtime of officers and
RIDE activities.
In total, the province is investing $4.8 million to help 171 police
services across the province keep
impaired drivers off streets and
highways.
“Driving impaired, whether
from drugs or alcohol is not only
illegal, it can be fatal. Making alternate plans to get home safely
only takes a minute, and it can
save your life and the lives of others,” said Solicitor General Sylvia
Jones.
“With the holiday season upon
us, education campaigns and
roadside spot checks are vital
tools in the police arsenal to inform people about the dangers of
driving impaired and the ways to
keep our roads and highways
safe.”
“It’s important that local
Cornwall police and StormontDundas-Glengarry OPP receive
provincial support as they undertake the regular roadside spotchecks and education campaigns
that are required to get impaired

Snow
days
mean no
school
Snow days will mean school
closures this winter for Upper
Canada District School Board
students.
In the past, when bus transportation was cancelled due to
poor weather conditions, schools
remained open and welcomed
students who either walked or
were dropped off by a parent or
guardian, says director of education Stephen Sliwa.
The smaller attendance numbers and staff absences due to
road conditions usually meant
classes were often blended together to continue learning activities while maximizing supervision.
“Due to the COVID-19 protocols in our schools, this blendedclass practice cannot happen this
year with our requirement to
maintain existing cohorts. As
well, we can’t guarantee proper
supervision for each cohort as
road conditions may not permit
all staff to travel to their schools,”
the director writes in a message
to parents.

drivers off the road and keep our
roads even safer,” said Jim
McDonell, MPP for StormontDundas-South Glengarry.
Eight charges
last season
SDG OPP officers laid eight impaired driving charges in the
2019-2020 Festive RIDE campaign,
one more than during the previous season.
As Ontarians prepare to celebrate the holiday season, they are
reminded to make plans to get
home safely.
They can arrange for a designated driver, order a taxi or ride
share, or take public transit.
They should also take immediate action if they see someone
who may be impaired by arranging a ride for them or even calling
911 if someone is a risk to themselves and others.
According to provincial data,
more than 1,700 people have died
and over 25,000 people have been
injured in collisions involving an
impaired driver in the last decade
in Ontario.
Drivers found to be driving
while impaired will face penalties
immediately.
They will also face additional
consequences if convicted in
court.
Impaired driving penalties can
vary depending on the driver’s
age, licence type, the amount of
alcohol or drugs in their system,
and how many times they have
offended.

2 cups all-purpose flour
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon cardamom
1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
1/8 teaspoon cloves
2 eggs
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup canola oil
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 tablespoons plain or vanilla yogurt
3-4 medium, very ripe bananas, mashed well
3/4 cup chopped dates
1/2 cup chopped walnuts
1/2 cup chocolate chips
Preheat the oven to 325°. In a medium sized bowl, mix together
the flour, salt, baking soda, cinnamon, cardamom, nutmeg, and
cloves and set aside. In the bowl of an electric mixer, beat the eggs
and sugar together until light. Add oil, vanilla and yogurt and beat
well. Stir in the dry ingredients. Add the well-mashed bananas and
mix into the batter. Then stir in the dates, walnuts and chocolate
chips until well incorporated.
Pour batter into a greased loaf pan and bake in a 325° oven for
one hour and 15 minutes or until a toothpick inserted into the middle comes out clean. Let cool on a wire rack.
Hint: The loaf pan I use is a standard one measuring 9.5” long x
5.5” wide x 3” high.
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The Winchester District
Memorial Hospital has received a
huge pre-Christmas gift -- a $1 million donation from Lois and Dale
Keyes.
The Hulbert area couple’s contribution will be used to help purchase a new CT scanner.
“We are very thankful and feel
very blessed to be able to do this $1 MILLION DONATION: Lois and Dale Keyes, of Hulbert, have made a $1 million donation to the
SUBMITTED PHOTO
for our community at this time in Winchester District Memorial Hospital Foundation.
our lives,,” they wrote in a letter to
the hospital foundation. “We have
Last year, they served as the Honorary Chairs ner,” noted Foundation Managing Director
given this a great deal of thought and decided for Boots & Bling.
Kristen Casselman.
to make Winchester District Memorial Hospital
At the event, they talked about the impor“We are so grateful to Lois and Dale for their
our charity of choice. This not only touches tance of health care close to home: “We are all incredible support.”
many in our close local community but reaches very fortunate to have the hospital nearby with
“This milestone gift is incredible. I want to
out a long way. We are so fortunate to have all of the great people who work there. And thank Lois and Dale on behalf of our current
this great facility in our rural community. It is we need to support them.”
and future patients,” added Cholly Boland,
important that everyone understands that speDonor still recalls how
CEO.
cial equipment is not supplied by our
well he was treated at
“We can’t wait to welcome them back for the
Provincial Government but is done through
the hospital at the age of 7
official ribbon- cutting ceremony for the new
fundraising by our very dedicated and capable
At the presentation, Mr. Keyes recalled his CT scanner!”
people here at WDMH.”
stay at WDMH when he was just seven years
“By giving this donation, help may be availDale’s family has farmed in the Hulbert area old.
able for someone in your family when the need
since 1830.
When he broke a leg, he was hospitalized for is there,” the donors said.
And when Lois stands in their backyard, she a month and a half.
“It could be critical for one’s health. We are
can still see her childhood home.
He still remembers the fine care he received. very happy to be able to do this and are doing
They are also longstanding supporters of the
“This donation provides an amazing kick-off it in the most humble and modest way. God
WDMH Foundation.
to our fundraising efforts for the new CT scan- bless.”￼￼￼

Conservation areas await
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How to beat Str8ts –
Like Sudoku, no single number can
repeat in any row or column. But...
rows and columns are divided by black
squares into compartments. These
QHHGWREH¿OOHGLQZLWKQXPEHUVWKDW
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set
of numbers with no gaps but can be in
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black
cells remove that number as an option
in that row and column, and are not part
of any straight. Glance at the solution to
see how ‘straights’ are formed.
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The solutions will be published here in the next issue.
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by entering numbers 1 to 9 such
that each row, column and 3x3 box
contains every number uniquely.
© 2020 Syndicated Puzzles

$1
million
donation
for
hospital
CT
scanner
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For many strategies, hints and tips,
visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and
other puzzles, check out our books,
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on
our store at www.str8ts.com
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Card of Thanks

Help Wanted

Announcments

Look Who’s Turning 60!

In the still
quiet
of a cold
Christmas
night,
I feel your
spirit
warming
my heart

(25-30 hrs/week) DZ LICENCE REQUIRED

• FULL TIME GARBAGE TRUCK DRIVER
(40 hrs/week) DZ LICENCE REQUIRED

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
CONCERNING A PROPOSED
AMENDMENT TO THE
ZONING BY-LAW#39-2000
TOWNSHIP OF
NORTH GLENGARRY

If you are interested, please send your CV to:
Candidat(e)s intéressé(e)s envoyer votre CV à :
Email : grs@live.ca
51-2c
Call P-L Sauve at 613-551-5145

Gilligan-Glenny-Bucky-Mad Dog-Slash

- Amy Hoover

51-1c

HAPPY GOLDEN
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY
to Georg & Valerie Hafke

KINGSTON
MONUMENTS
Serving Families since 1904

Over 50 years, 2 continents
and many homes filled with
love, laughter, music, faith
and adventure, you have
built a lifetime of memories.
Your 4 children, their
spouses and your
grandchildren are proud
to celebrate this
milestone with you.

Monuments • Plaques
Lettering • Custom Design

(613) 525-2315
Mary and John MacLeod

37-tf

All Our Love,
Ingrid, Marty, Nick and Chris
51-1_

Glengarry Representatives, R.R. 1 Dunvegan
Help Wanted

Auctions

ONSITE ONLINE
TIMED AUCTION

Are you looking for work in a
quiet setting and like to help seniors?
NIGHT STAFF PERMANENT POSITION
to supervise senior residents and perform some
nightly duties with on-site training.
Shifts: 12 am midnight to 8 am
including every second weekend.

Salary to be discussed, bonus and benefits available.
PART-TIME COOK POSITION
to prepare home made meals in retirement home.
Qualifications: experience is an asset, requirement
Food Handling certificate available online.
On site training by experienced staff.
Shifts: 8 am to 5:30 pm
including every second weekend.

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the
Township of North Glengarry will hold a public meeting on
the 11th day of January, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom Online
Meeting to consider a proposed amendment to the
Township’s Comprehensive Zoning By-law under Section 34
of the Planning Act as amended.
The public should contact the Planning Department to register for the public meeting.
LOCATION: 64 Lochiel Street East, Alexandria, ON
PLAN 2 PT LOTS 11,12 ; RP14R3317 PARTS 1,4
THE PURPOSE of the Zoning By-Law Amendment is to rezone the lands from General Commercial (CG) to Residential
Fourth Density Special Exception (R4-7) to permit an apartment dwelling with three parking spaces, a reduction from
the required six parking spaces.

Salary to be discussed benefits and bonus available.
Please send resumes to The Glengarry News
3 Main Street S., PO Box 10
“BOX R”
Alexandria, Ont., K0C 1A0

50-2c

CH
HEP Canada

has immediate openings for the following:

(STAGGERED SOFT CLOSE)
TO BE HELD ONSITE AT CIVIC #4762
WOODLAND RD., MARTINTOWN K0C 1S0
TO COMMENCE ON MONDAY, DEC. 28 AT
12 NOON & END ON THURSDAY, JAN. 7
AT 5:30 PM (STAGGERED SOFT CLOSE)

Pickup will occur Friday, Jan. 8 from 9:30 AM until
3:30 PM and on Saturday, Jan. 9 from 9:30 AM until
1:30 PM ONLY!!! All loading will be 100% the responsibility of the purchasers. Everything will be sold as is
where is. There will be a one and only preview to be
held on Wednesday, Dec. 30 from 9:30 AM until 1:30
PM. Absolutely no other visits permitted!!!
This auction features tractors, small farm machinery, 3pth backhoe attach, beef cattle, maple syrup
making equip, 1979 Transam, tools & small farm related items, some household effects, & more.
Tractors: Belarus 825 4WD w/ Cab & Hardy 65
Frontend Loader (5068 hours showing), John Deere
1830 w/ Cab & John Deere 175 Frontend Loader (4307
hours showing), Case IH 685 w/ Cab (4072 hours
showing), Husqvarna YTH 24V 48LS Riding Mower
w/ Kawasaki 24 hp Engine & Industrial Cutting Deck
(192 hours showing).
Machinery & Farm Related Items: 3PTH PTO Driven
Backhoe Attachment, NH 489 Haybine, Deutz Fahr
KS85 Rake, MF Side Delivery Rake, NH 846 Round
Baler (missing pto), 3PTH Posthole Auger, Dolly Style
Feeder Wagon, AC Haybine, JD 1209 Haybine (parts
only), 2 Wooden Top Hay Wagons, Q A Bale Spear, 18
FT Pipe Elevator w/ Elec Motor, 24 FT Pipe Elevator
w/ Elec Motor, Round Pen Consisting of 15 12FT long
by 5FT high Panels & 1 5FT Man Gate, Various Other
Gates, Stock Tanks, Feeders, 2 Calf Pullers, Quantity of
Elec Posts & Elec Fencing Accessories, Elec Fencers, 2
New 40 Rod Rolls of 9 Strand Page Wire, Quantity of
New and Used Lumber, Fuel Tank.
Vehicles: 1979 Transam in Need of Restoration has
Rebuilt 350 Engine, Auto Trans Original Honeycomb
Rims (as is), 2006 Chev Cobalt (as is), 2002 GM Flatbed
(as is, unfit, scrap only, no ownership), Mid 90’s Ford
F150 w/ Western Snowplow (broken frame, unfit,
scrap only, no ownership).
Syrup Making Equipment: Lapierre/ Waterloo/ Small
Model #SLA4808WRA 4FTx8FT Starting Pan w/ Small
Brothers 4FTx4FT Finishing Pan & 8”x24” Side Transfer
Pan (3 pans to be sold together), 20”x24” Small
Brothers Pan, Small Brothers Electric Sap Pale Washer,
Approx. 800 Alum Sap Buckets, Approx. 800
Galvanized Bucket Lids, Approx. 800 Spiels, Elec
Canner, 100Gal Poly Sap Tank, 2300L Poly Sap Tank.
Cattle: 5 XBred Beef Cows w/ 1.5-3-Month-Old Calves
at Side, 1 XBred Beef Cow w/ no Calf & Open, 1 2-Yearold Black Angus X Open Heifer.
Miscellaneous Items: Hand & Power Tools,
Household Effects Including Appliances, Quantity of
Scrap Iron, many other Articles Too Numerous to
Mention.
For full listing, catalog, & terms go to
peterrossauction.hibid.com after December 19.
Props Vicki & Greg Harris
Farm has been sold, everything must be paid for and
picked up on Friday, Jan. 8 between 9:30AM and
3:30 PM or Saturday, Jan. 9 between 9:30 AM and 1:30
PM. No exceptions!! If you are unable to comply with
this timeframe, please do not participate in the auction.
AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:

Tel. 613-537-8862

See photos online: www.peterrossauction.ca

GRS SANITATION

IN ALEXANDRIA AND ST-EUGENE AREA
is looking to fill two positions:

• PART TIME GARBAGE TRUCK DRIVER

Monuments

Ingleside, ON

Notices

51-1nc

Merry Christmas &
Happy Holidays from
all of us here at The News

• Night
g shift

TOWNSHIP OF
NORTH GLENGARRY
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Applications are currently being accepted for the following
positions:
•Temporary Seasonal Equipment Operator
•Casual Equipment Operator
For the full job descriptions, please see
the careers page at www.northglengarry.ca.
Interested applicants are invited to submit a detailed
resume and cover letter to Michel Cuerrier by email at
pwspecialist@northglengarry.ca or by mail.
Closing Date: January 15th, 2021 at 2:00 pm.
51-2c

REP
PA
AIR OPERA
AT
TORS

$16.79-$18.89 plus night premium
m ($1.12)

• Afternoon shift REP
PA
AIR OPERA
ATORS
AT
$16.79-$18.89 plus Afternoon pre
emium ($0.72)

• Day shift

REP
PA
AIR OPERA
ATORS
AT

$16.79-$18.89
$
$

• 1 Day & 2 night shift FORK LIFT
T DRIVERS
$16.79 premiums apply
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paid boots
100%pay
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othing and
fcompany
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paid
va
vafor
cation
Clothing
& boots
paid
afterafte
6 er
months
3 ye
yearrss of service with CHE
EP
3 weeks paid vacation after 3 years of service with CHEP
Submit your resume
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at: CHEP Canada
19206
Rd.,
Summerstown,Onta
ON.
K0C
2E0
19206
Hay Hay
Road,
Summerstown,
ario,
K0C-2E0

271646

Allen DOUGLAS

TARTAN OF THE WEEK:
MacIver Modern Tartan

Office hours: Monday to Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO PLACE ALL ADS UNDER APPROPRIATE CLASSIFICATIONS

Ads must be paid in advance or by:

A heartfelt thank you goes
out to all for your thoughtfulness and caring support in
the passing of Allen Douglas.
It is with great gratitude we
wish to say a special thank
you to Fr. Jonathan, Tammy
McRae, David MacDonald of
Munro & Morris Funeral
Home for the excellent service and for all those who paid
their respects and joined in
the mass. Thank you for the
comforting cards, phone calls
and many donations to the
Maxville Manor Foundation.
-- Thank you from the Douglas
family, Sylvia, Donna, Steven
and Ann
51-1p

BOXED ADS: Call office for quote.
WORD ADS: $10 for 20 words, plus 37¢ for each
additional word $1 off for each consecutive
week. Birth announcement ads: FREE

C LASSIFIEDS

Deadline is Monday at 1 p.m.
You can reach us at 613-525-2020; by
fax at 613-525-3824; or by email at
production@glengarrynews.ca
3 Main Street South, Alexandria Ont.

ANY PERSON may attend the public meeting and or make
written or verbal representation either in support of or in opposition to the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment. If a
person or public body that files an appeal of a decision of the
Council of the Township of North Glengarry in respect of the
proposed zoning by-law, does not make oral submission at a
public meeting or make written submissions to the
Municipality of the Township of North Glengarry before the
proposed zoning by-law is adopted, the Local Planning
Appeal Tribunal may dismiss all or part of the appeal.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION relating to the proposed
Zoning By-law amendment is available between 8:00 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m., Monday to Friday at the Township Office.
DATED AT THE TOWNSHIP OFFICE OF NORTH
GLENGARRY THIS 16TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2020.
Kasia Olszewska – Planning Department
P O Box 700, 90 Main St. S. Alexandria, Ontario K0C 1A0
613-525-1116 or fax 613-525-1649
planner@northglengarry.ca
51-1c

Submit resume to
Amirr..Zahedi@chep.com
m

Articles for Sale
WOOD HEAT. Clean, safe and thermostatically controlled. Central Boiler
Outdoor Wood Furnace, 25-year warranty, EPA approved. Corn and wood
pellet also available. Maiview Farm. Tel.
450-264-6937.
3-tf

TOWNSHIP OF
NORTH GLENGARRY
is currently accepting applications for the position of

HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC
The Township of North Glengarry invites all interested candidates to apply for the position of Heavy Duty
Mechanic.
Working under the direction of the Manager of
Transportation, the Heavy Duty Mechanic is responsible for
the maintenance and repair of all Township heavy duty
equipment and coordination of repairs on light duty
equipment.
A full job description, including the skills and knowledge required for this position can be found on the careers page at
www.northglengarry.ca. Closing date: January 15, 2021 at
2:00 pm. The rate of pay is as per the collective agreement.
To apply please submit your resume and cover letter to:
Michel Currier, Manager of Transportation
Township of North Glengarry
90 Main Street South, Alexandria ON, K0C 1A0
Email: pwspecialist@northglengarry.ca
We appreciate the interest of all applicants however, only those selected for an interview will be contracted.
The Township of North Glengarry is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. The Township will endeavour to accommodate a candidate in all parts of the hiring process. Applicants need to make their
needs known in advance
51-2c

CUT your own reasonably priced
Christmas trees in various sizes. Easily
accessible. Tel. 613-347-2530. 47-tf
TWO piano accordions. Tel. 613-9382085.
51-2p

Produce
LOG-length firewood for sale, 16 feet.
Call Dan. Tel. 613-551-5945.
43-tf

Business Opp.
BECOME a distributor, exclusive in your
area. Hockey cards: Jean Béliveau,
Jacques Plante, etc. Exclusive new products. Info: 514-881-6726 or email:
info@fshq.info
Visit: FSHQ.INFO
50-2p

Space for Lease
COMMERCIAL space for lease at 11 Mill
Square, Alexandria. Call Claude. Tel. 613525-2132.
13-tf

Land for Rent

60 ACRES

of farm land
LOADER OPERATOR NEEDED
A.L. Blair Construction Ltd. is currently recruiting for the positions of a FULL-TIME Loader Operator. Candidates must meet
the following requirements.
Requirements:
- Safe and efficient operation of a loader both in quarries
and on-site.
- Load trucks in a timely manner, and be aware of trucks
entering and leaving the pit.
- Work around crushing plants safely and effectively.
- Safely work around labourers and drivers when operating.
- Perform daily maintenance of the loader and maintain
the cleanliness of equipment.
- Communicate well and work effectively with others.
We offer:
- Competitive wages
- Good working conditions
- Other benefits
Please forward resumé to:
Fax 613-538-2786
A.L. Blair Construction Ltd.
info@alblairconstruction.com

50-2c

FOR RENT
Conc. Rd. 9,
Alexandria
Call Paul
613-525-1210

Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE / NOTICE PUBLIQUE

Proposed 45.0m Communications Tower Site ON7971 Glen Andrew.
Located at 22295 Binette Road, Dalkeith, ON
Tour 45 m proposée Site ON7971 Glen Andrew. Située au 22295 Binette Road, Dalkeith, ON
Xplornet Communications has proposed a 45.0m tall steel lite duty lattice style communication tower and related radio equipment on private property at 22295 Binette Road, Dalkeith,
ON. The proposed structure will enhance internet and data coverage for the areas of Dalkeith
and Glen Andrew.
The geographic coordinates for the proposed site are as follows: Latitude: (NAD83) N 45⁰ 26’
52.33” & Longitude: (NAD83) W 74⁰ 32’ 04.05”. The facility is proposed in a rural area and
will occupy a ground area of 3m x 3m.
Xplornet Communications a proposé une tour de communication de type autoportante en acier de
45m de haut et de l'équipement radio connexe sur une propriété privée au 22295 Binette Road, Dalkeith.
La structure proposée améliorera la couverture d'Internet et de transmission de données pour les secteurs
du Dalkeith et Glen Andrew.
Les coordonnées géographiques du site propose sont: Latitude: (NAD83) N 45⁰ 26’ 52.33” & Longitude:
(NAD83) W 74⁰ 32’04.05”. L’infrastructure proposée est en zone rurale et occupera une surface de 3m
x 3m.
THIS NOTICE serves as an invitation to any interested members of the public to submit comments/ questions to the individuals listed below by January 25th, 2021.
PAR LA PRÉSENTE NOTIFICATION nous invitons les citoyens à soumettre commentaires et/ou
questions pertinentes et justifiées d’ici le 25 janvier 2021.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE the approval of this site and its design is under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Government of Canada through Innovation, Science and Economic
Development Canada (ISED). For more information on the federal process pertaining to these
installations please contact the local ISED office at: ic.spectrumswodospectrebdsoo.ic@canada.ca OR Tel: 1-855-465-6307.
PRENEZ EN CONSIDÉRATION que l'approbation de ce site et sa conception relève de la compétence
exclusive du gouvernement du Canada par l'entremise d'Innovation, Science et Développement
économique Canada (ISDE). Pour de plus amples renseignements sur le processus fédéral relatif à ces
installations, veuillez communiquer avec le bureau local de l'ISDE au : ic.spectrumenodspectredeno.ic@canada.ca OU Tél. : 1-855-465-6307

FORBES BROS LTD:
Cyrus Ghassabeh
Suite 130, 482 South Service Rd E
Oakville, Ontario, L6J 2X6
Tel: (905) 808-0073
Fax: (888) 622-4939
Email: cghassabeh@forbesbrosltd.ca

TOWNSHIP OF GLENGARRY:
Jacob Rheaume, Director of Building,
By-law & Planning
Chief Building Official
90 Main Street, Alexandria, ON K0C 1A0
Phone (613) 527-1116
Email: jacob@northglengarry.ca

FORBES BROS LTD:
Cyrus Ghassabeh
Suite 130,
482 South Service Rd E
Oakville, Ontario, L6J 2X6
Tel: (905) 808-0073
Fax: (888) 622-4939
Email: cghassabeh@forbesbrosltd.ca

CANTON DE GLENGARRY NORD
Jacob Rheaume
Directeur du service debâtiment,
réglementation et urbanisme
Chef du service de bâtiment
90 rue Main, Alexandria, ON K0C 1A0
Phone: (613) 527-1116
Email: jacob@northglengarry.ca

SITE LOCATION MAP CARTE / EMPLACEMENT DU SITE (pas à l’échelle)

Photo Reprints
THE PERFECT GIFT:
COLOUR REPRINTS
of pictures used in
issues of
The Glengarry News

Call us
613-525-2020,
or e-mail:
production@
glengarrynews.ca
51-1p

THE GLENGARRY NEWS – ALEXANDRIA, ONTARIO

LANCASTER/
SOUTH LANCASTER

GLENN
PATTON

gpatton@cogeco.ca

Outdoor rink
Thanks to the cold snap, and
our local volunteers – Derek
Leroux, Dave Small and others –
the rink was flooded and is ready
for the break, kids and families
alike! Great work, gang!
Remember to follow COVID
rules and the change building is
closed for now. Have fun!
COVID vaccine
Is this the beginning of light at
the end of the tunnel? Sure hope
so. Not too sure of the plan, locally, and a call to EOHU, was
promptly answered. I was told
they are still planning and that a
couple of vaccines are on the
way.
Healthcare workers, “our heroes,” seniors and long-term care,
first responders to the front of the
line for sure. I am hearing that
our southern neighbours are
then going to focus on essential
service workers next. I agree, especially if any have medical conditions. We have all been lucky
to have access to the grocery
store, pharmacy, and many
more. Let us see what Health
Canada decides!
Knights
I received a nice note from the
Knights’ André Poirier, thanking
all local residents and businesses,
for their donations to the
Lancaster Food Bank. Another
great success that will help many
local families within the community. Well done all.
Lastly, on my way to a local appointment one early frosty morning in the village, it was sure nice
to see Audrey Viau walking the
grandkids to the school bus stop,
with a great big smile. Us brave
Canucks, bundled up against the
elements!
Stay safe all, careful on the
roads as winter is here!
St. Andrew’s news
As COVID-19 continues to
dominate the news, the congregation of St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church, South
Lancaster, faithfully journeys onward. Dec. 6, the Sacrament of
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the Lord’s Supper was celebrated
with 75 members and adherents.
Beautiful communion music was
offered by Nannette and Derek
Mersereau, Kathleen MacEwan,
Rachel and Bill Morris and Janet
and Brian Timms. During the
service Rev. MacMillan welcomed into the church family, by
Transfer of Membership, Scott
and Heather Johnston.
Over the past few weeks members of St. Andrew’s collected
socks for the Open Door Mission
in Montreal, a drop-in centre providing services to homeless and
low-income people in the downtown area. Dec. 13, Rev.
MacMillan was thrilled to present
256 pairs of socks to Jill Foster.
Several ladies who participated
in a recent Zoom Bible Study sent
Christmas cards to 150 women
who are incarcerated at the
Leclerc Prison in Laval, Quebec.
Each card contained a warm and
encouraging message of hope.
Christian books were also collected and sent to the prison.
Because of COVID-19 the women
are in solitary confinement so the
books are gratefully appreciated.
St. Andrew’s Sunday School
enjoyed a special morning Dec.
13 when the movie, “The
Christmas Story” was shown on
the big screen in the church hall.
During the movie fresh popcorn
and drinks were served.
Following the program each
child received a Christmas gift
and a bag of treats. The movie
was in place of the annual
Christmas Pageant which could
not be held this year.
St. Andrew’s Ladies Book Club
met in the church hall Dec. 17.
The book being discussed was
“The Bridge” by Karen
Kingsbury. A portion of the film
was watched to bring the story
alive. Following discussion fun
games were played, prizes were
won and a delicious take-home
lunch box was served.
St. Andrew’s Christmas Eve
service will be held Dec. 24. All
EOHU protocol will be followed
which includes limited seating,
hand sanitizing upon entering
and exiting the church and social
distancing. Advanced registration has already taken place and
we are now at capacity which un-

fortunately means we cannot accept anyone who isn’t registered.
We are pleased, however, to announce that St. Andrew’s is now
live-streaming all its services
which will include Christmas
Eve. Please find us on St.
Andrew’s Facebook. The service
will begin at 7:30 p.m. n

DALKEITH
MAGGIE DEAN
613-874-9994
deantillett@hawkigs.net

Good morning, Dalkeith.
Perhaps we will have a white
Christmas after all! Lots of time
to do our winter sports, like shovelling and scraping cars sitting in
the driveway with no place to go.
Now is the time to catch up on
anything you have put aside for
a “rainy day” as I believe this will
be a long lockdown for families
and friends. But the good news
is, the days are getting longer
and the temperature is reasonable. The birds are feeding themselves and that's a good thing!
Black sunflower seeds are worth
currency these days. Even the kittens are excited to go out and
play in the snow. On cold days
they stay inside the dairy. The
horses are old and arthritic now
and Robin requires a shot of
Butte before I ride her. Without
it, she tends to trip and favour
her right front leg. Sometimes I
need a shot of Advil before I do
my heavy workout. There has
been a Christmas card change
from the creche scene to Alice,
our black and orange tortoise kitten in the front cedar tree. The
title reads,
“Alice in
Wonderland.” She is one lucky
cat to have landed here on
Breadalbane where life is “but a
dream.”
The turkeys will remain in the
freezer until we get the green
light to have our family
Christmas Feast. It really doesn't
matter what day we celebrate our
Saviour's birth, which could be
every day, as long as we honour
his legacy, of peace and love for
each other. It really is the year for
cards and letters from family and
friends to stir up memories of
time spent together. I hope to see

Real Estate

a flurry of stamps coming my
way soon. Actually making a
stamp run on Christmas Eve
while I scurry around the West
Island handing out the Christmas
presents.
Bursary
The Dalkeith Historical Society
has given this year's bursary to
the St-Vincent-de-Paul food
drive. The need is so great at anytime but especially this year with
the pandemic disrupting people’s
livelihoods. Thank you to all who
stuffed the two boxes with food,
toys for the children and cash donations for the food drive. Your
generosity did not go unnoticed
and together we can make a difference. The DHS wants to wish
all supporters a very Merry
Christmas and a healthy, happy
and safe New Year! See you in
the spring with a new and interesting program of events for you
to enjoy.
A reminder
St. Columba Presbyterian
Church’s Christmas Eve service
being cancelled this year, its sister
congregation, Kenyon Presbyterian
Church, will be live-streaming its
Christmas Eve service on Facebook.
December 27, St. Columba
Church will be hold the ”First
Sunday After Christmas” service
at 11 a.m. You’re invited to come
for worship and continue the celebration of Jesus’ birth.
So my friends, here we are, the
last of 2020 in sight and still no
end to this virus as it rages on.
The Spanish Flu was a two-year
event, so brace yourselves for the
months ahead and wear your armour when out and about! Write
that novel, learn to knit, sew, create in the kitchen, learn an instrument, get into the “to do list,”
etc., etc. Donald and I want to
wish you peace and love this
Christmas time, plus courage,
good health and happiness for
2021. God bless you everyone!
From Breadalbane with love,
Maggie. n

MAXVILLE
JOHANNE
WENSINK
613-577-2735

bjohwen@gmail.com

Winners
I encourage you to all take a
drive in the safety of your own
car, with your own bubble, to
view the beautiful displays of
lights that hardworking individuals have provided for our enjoyment! Congratulations to the
winners as listed and thank you
to the Horticultural Society for
organizing this event.
Winners are:
1. Tree - 1. - Jodie and Simon
Hardy. 2. - Gregory and Theresa
Ryan. 3. - Neil and Maggie
MacDonell.
2. Planter/Urn - 1. Robert and
Lucy Rolland. 2. Gwen Arkinstall.
3. Lila and Michael Tyrell.
3. Entrance/Door - 1. Tanya and
Josh Tellier. 2. Muriel Richer. 3.
Holly and Glenn MacMaster.
4. Overall - 1. David Rector and
Donna Blanchard. 2. Ruth and
Garry MacQueen. 3. Barbara
Theoret and Andre Maheu.
Rural winners:
1. Tree - 1. Gayle and Bert
MacLennan. 2. Linda and Jack
Fraser. 3. Lindsay and Eric
Mainville.
2. Planter/Urn - 1. Lois
MacLeod. 2. Lise Cote. 3. Phyllis
and Nick Van Egmond.
3. Entrance/Door - 1. Ingrid and
Thomas Bill. 2. Emily and Bill
MacLeod. 3. Angela and Pierre
Villeneuve.
4. Overall traditional- 1. Lois
MacLeod. 2. Angela and Pierre

Real Estate

Wishing One and All a
Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year
MAURICE
SAUVE
Broker of Record

SAUVE Real Estate LTD. Brokerage
OFFICE: 54 Main St. S., Alexandria 613-525-2940

Cell

TO VIEW ALL OF MY LISTINGS SEE: www.sauverealestate.ca

613-360-0015

Villeneuve. 3. Linda and Jack
Fraser.
5. Overall Christmas Magic - 1.
Lise Cote. 2. LeeAnne and Jim
Vallance. 3. Greg and Debbie
McIlwain.
Winner of People’s Choice
Award --- receiving the most
votes -- Barbara Theoret and
Andre Maheu
Piping and Drumming
The Glengarry School of Piping
and Drumming has had a very
successful fall term for lessons at
the arena hall on Saturday mornings. The school created a video
as a Christmas message to the
community and county, thanking everyone for their support.
Of note is the Township of North
Glengarry. Music lessons were
offered with full COVID-19 protocols. This is the video link:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/7rh
qzqr7t4v8bp1/AAAAaRbV_NS8c
CySZSQvvzDQa?dl=0 .
Carols by candlelight
Even though Christmas Day is
almost upon us, there’s still time
to view the virtual Carols By
Candlelight service for this year.
You can search for it on YouTube
at Maxville Carols By
Candlelight.
Lions 50/50
Last week’s winner of the Lions
Club 50/50 draw was Mary
Lascelle of Manotick. She won
$100. This week’s winner was
Emilie Theoret.
Green Food Box
This is just a reminder that the
Green Food Box program is alive
and well in Maxville! The next
deadline to order and pay for
your box is December 30, 2020.
The box will be ready for pickup
on January 6, between 4 p.m. and
6 p.m. Please bring your own bag
for pick-up.
QOTW
I wish you all a wonderful, safe
and peaceful Christmas with
your closest loved ones. n

NORTH
LANCASTER
INEZ FRANKLIN
613-347-7666

inez1989@hotmail.com

Church services
It is a blessing to know that the
faithful will have the opportunity
to celebrate Christmas with Mass
at local churches before the
province locks down. Please note
that registration at most churches
is required, and those in attendance must wear a face mask and
adhere strictly to the current
health protocols.
There will be a service at St.
Andrew’s United, the Round
Church in Dalhousie Mills, on
Christmas Eve at 3 p.m.
Fr. Hasina Rakotoarisoa, s.j. will
celebrate the Christmas vigil at St.
Margaret of Scotland in Glen
Nevis on Dec. 24, at 4:30 p.m.
Archbishop Marcel Damphousse
has extended the dispensation from
the obligation to attend Mass to
cover the Christmas season and
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of
God (Jan. 1), and regular Sunday
Mass until otherwise notified.
The Diocesan Office is studying
the newly-released health requirements as they apply to
churches. More information will
be available in the weeks to
come. In the meantime, many
churches offer a livestream of
Eucharistic services, including
Notre Dame Cathedral in
Ottawa. Visit www.archoc.ca for
information and to view
livestreamed and archived celebrations.
The Call Home
The Archdiocese of OttawaCornwall has produced a series
of short videos entitled The Call
Home, addressing the needs of
so many seeking spiritual fulfillment at this time and in this year
of pandemic.
To view or to share these
videos, please visit the Diocesan
websites at www.alexandriacornwall.ca or www.archoc.ca
Good
deeds
Iona Academy students in the
Faith and Mission Club worked
with Monique Keeler of St.
Raphael’s to spread some
Christmas cheer last week.
The children decorated more
than thirty paper bags with
Christmas-themed artwork.
The bags were then filled with
cookies, candy, treats and messages of good cheer and delivered to appreciative local seniors.
Well done!

Social notes
Celebrating birthdays over the
holidays are Trisha Simpson, on
Dec. 28, and Shelley McLeod on
the 29th. Lise McDonell rings in
the New Year with a Jan. 1 birthday. Ryan Lemieux celebrates on
the 2nd; Ken Lalonde, Aly
MacDonald and Emily McMillan
on the 4th; and Carol Macdonald
on the 6th. Andrew MacDonell
turns 25 years old on the 7th.
Happy birthday to all!
It is a good time to thank everyone who has offered items for
this column throughout the year.
I appreciate your input and feedback! Many thanks to the staff of
The Glengarry News for their good
work and patience.
I wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas, and the blessings of
peace, prosperity and good
health in 2021. Happy New Year!
n

GLEN
ROBERTSON
BOB MAY
613-209-5424
maysdesign44@gmail.com

Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to everyone out there.
Here we are once again at another Christmas/New Year’s holiday week and a traditional break
for family time. With so many
travel warnings out there it was
shocking to see the airports
pretty much full on the news,
people heading to Florida and
Cancun etc., many standing in
long lines with no masks and
crowded together back-to-back.
A seven-day vacation and 14-day
isolation do not sound like a
great time to me…along with the
heightened possibility of bringing
sickness back to friends and family in Canada. After several
months of death and sickness
worldwide, we can be thankful
our Eastern area has been pretty
much spared so far, mostly due
to everyone doing their part to
mask up and keep their families
and neighbours safe. A second
vaccine has now been approved
and is being shipped out. Lots of
transportation and logistical
problems, of course those needing to be at the front of the line
are priority 1, then to the public
finally but also there are many
who will not agree to be vaccinated. Not a great situation.
The St. Vincent de Paul
Christmas Fund truck stopped by
my house to get our overflowing
nine Glen bags and boxes. The
truck was loaded with donations.
The society says it was the best
year in a long time to help out
those in need. A big thanks to all
those who donated food and
gifts for the kids.
Carefor will be closing for the
holiday period Dec. 24 at noon
until early January. Call 613-5254443 for dates and details. n

DUNVEGAN
JAMES JOYCE
613-527-3413
james@dunvegan-times.ca

No spoiler, please
From the number of enquiries
I’ve received asking what I
thought of last week’s airing of
the Christmas movie that was
shot at the Glengarry Pioneer
Museum this past July –
Christmas at Maple Creek – I get
the distinct impression Terry and
I are the only ones in Glengarry
who didn’t watch it.
Even our daughter Ursula in
Toronto tuned in.
Unfortunately, it premiered on
the CTV Drama channel, which
we don’t have on our barebones
satellite TV package.
CTV Drama also has a streaming app, but you have to subscribe to this specialty channel to
access it. And to be honest, we
don’t watch enough broadcast
television to make this worthwhile.
So we’ll just have to wait until
next summer’s special screening
at the museum to find out which
young suitor Diana chooses as
her beau: the blacksmith or the
gorgeous cover model. In the
meantime, please don’t spoil the
surprise for me.
It’s your choice
I’m not sure if there are any
physical seats left for Friday
night’s annual Christmas Eve
gathering at Kenyon Presbyterian
Church in Dunvegan. The celebration gets under way at 7 p.m.,

with Rev. Jim Ferrier leading a
service that will feature special
musical performances and readings by the children of the congregation.
Because of COVID-19 restrictions, the church is only allowed
to admit 60 worshippers, i.e., 30
per cent of the building’s full capacity rating.
To check on availability, call
Heather McIntosh at 613-5275579.
In the event you’re unable to
snag a piece of actual wooden
pew, or you feel safer staying at
home, you’re also welcome to attend the service via the Internet.
Kenyon Presbyterian Church’s
Christmas Eve service will be
available via live-streaming, beginning at 7 p.m.
You can view it by going to the
church’s Facebook page and joining the Facebook event.
Service
To round out Dunvegan’s
Yuletide calendar, Kenyon
Presbyterian has cancelled their
worship service for Sunday, Dec.
27 and teamed up with its sister
church St. Columba, Kirk Hill.
Together, they’ll be holding a
“First Sunday After Christmas”
worship service at 11 a.m.
Kenyon Church members, and
anyone else in the community,
are welcome to attend.
And last, but by no means least,
Rev. Jim asked me to share this
message: “from the DunveganKirk Hill Pastoral Charge to each
and everyone, we wish God’s
every blessing for the Christmas
season and on into 2021.”

Digital candlelight
One other popular Christmas
event that I know many
Dunveganites look forward to
each year is the “Carols by
Candlelight” service at St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in
Maxville.
While COVID-19 restrictions
made it impossible to hold the
concert as an in-person gathering, volunteers from across the
region put together a virtual version for the 2020 Christmas season.
You’ll find the 28-minute production on YouTube under the
title “Maxville Carols by
Candlelight.”
It features members of the
‘Carols
by
Candlelight’
Community Choir; Paddy Kelly
with the Nadeau/Pacauds and
Gabriele Campbell; and Joyful
Noize, together with readings by
Johanne Wensink, Di Jaggassar
and Trevor Stanton.
Congratulations to the cast and
crew of this charming video interlude.
As of Dec. 19, it has had 166
views.
It’s not going to go viral or
make anyone oodles of cash.
However, it may well bring a little joy into your family’s holiday
celebration this year.
And, after viewing it, I hope
you will consider their request for
a small goodwill offering to assist
with the cost of the video’s production and help with the work
of the church.
All the details are in the closing
credits. I know it would be
greatly appreciated. n

Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
CONCERNING A PROPOSED
AMENDMENT TO
THE ZONING BY-LAW OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF
SOUTH GLENGARRY

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the
Township of South Glengarry will hold a virtual public meeting on Monday the 18th day of January, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. to
consider a proposed zoning amendment to the
Municipality’s Zoning By-law under Section 34 of the
Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, as amended, for the property
legally described as Part of Lot 24 Concession 9, in the geographic Township of Lancaster, now in the Township of
South Glengarry, County of Glengarry.
FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that the virtual public meeting
on Monday, January 18, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. for the purpose of
a public hearing into this matter is to be held via:
A Zoom webinar:
Topic: South Glengarry Public Meeting- Zoning Amendment
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Gff6eP9HR
l2MdcveoS9b5w
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.
Members of the public who do not have internet/computer
access and want to join the public meeting by phone will
need to call Kaylyn MacDonald, Clerk at 613-347-1166 ext.
223 on or before 4:00 pm on January 18, 2021. If you have
any questions regarding this notice or the purpose of this
meeting please call Joanne Haley, GM- Community Services
at 613-347-1166 ext. 231.
EXPLANATORY NOTE This is an amendment to zoning Bylaw 38-09, which is the zoning by-law of the Township of
South Glengarry. The purpose of this Amendment is to rezone the subject property from Agriculture (AG) and Natural
Hazard to Agriculture – Exception Twenty-Eight (AG-28) and
Natural Hazard to reduce the Minimum Lot Area from 20
hectares to 13.35 hectares and to prohibit residential construction.

ANY PERSON may attend the public meeting and/or make
written or verbal representation either in support of or in opposition to the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment. If a
person or public body that files an appeal of a decision of the
Council of the Township of South Glengarry in respect to the
proposed zoning by-law does not make oral submissions at
a public meeting or make written submissions to the
Municipality of the Township of South Glengarry before the
proposed zoning by-law is adopted, the Local Planning
Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) may dismiss all or part of the appeal.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION relating to the proposed
Zoning By-law amendment is available between 8:30 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m. Monday to Friday at the Township office.
DATED AT THE TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH GLENGARRY
THIS 21st DAY OF DECEMBER, 2020
Joanne Haley
General Manager – Community Services
Township of South Glengarry
6 Oak Street, P.O. Box 220
Lancaster, Ontario K0C 1N0
Telephone: 613-347-1166 ext. 231
Fax: 613-347-3411
E-mail jhaley@southglengarry.com
www.southglengarry.com
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120 YEARS AGO
Friday, Dec. 14, 1900
• One hundred of the
prominent men of Lancaster
and vicinity met with J. T.
Schell at that village on
Saturday and after examining
the waterfront it was unanimously decided that the government be petitioned to build
a new wharf on the site of the
old Stickler Wharf.
• Duncan McDonell, late
Superintendent of the
Montreal Street Railways, can
be classed as a successful
Glengarrian. A nephew of
Dougald McLaughlin, 7th
Conc. of Lancaster, he entered
the service of the company as
a conductor and has risen to
his recent appointment,
General Traffic Manager of
the Compagnie Generale de
Traction of Paris.
• Dan R. Kennedy, foreman
in the Glengarrian office, left
on Tuesday for Mount Forest,
Ont., where he will assume
proprietorship of the Mount
Forest “Confederate.”
• Will Simpson has moved
into his new premises in the
Simpson Block on Main Street.
• J. Irvine is the possessor of
a 37-pound turkey.
110 YEARS AGO
Friday, Dec. 16, 1910
• Tomorrow morning in St.
James Cathedral, Montreal,
Rev. Ewen J. Macdonald, one
of Alexandria’s best known
young citizens, will be ordained to the Holy Priesthood
by Most Rev. Paul Bruchest,
DD.
• Dr. R. W. Bell, Provincial
Health Inspector, was in
Moose Creek last week, where
he attended some 25 cases of
smallpox and vaccinated those
who had not contracted the
disease.
• Charlie McKinnon of
Greenfield, recently left for
Schreiber.
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• Representatives of the
Hawkesbury and Vankleek
Hill Gun Clubs were here on
Saturday for a day’s shooting
on the Mill Pond range. Local
sharpshooters, lead by T. J.
Gormley, who had top honours, won out by an 11-point
margin. Dr. Kirby was the
crack shot for Hawkesbury.
• John R. Shaw of Ottawa,
who owns 10 acres of land adjoining the park grounds, has
disposed of same to Mrs.
Arch. McMillan.
• Messrs. H. A. McDonald
and D. J. McDermid,
Greenfield, are at present
loading telephone poles for
the American market.
100 YEARS AGO
Friday, Dec. 17, 1920
• At Toronto, tomorrow,
Rev. Duncan McPhee, son of
Mrs. Neil McPhee, 28-3rd
Lochiel, will be ordained a
priest by His Grace the
Archbishop of Toronto.
• Lt.-Col. W. H. Magwood of
the Stormont, Dundas and
Glengarry Regiment, headquarters Cornwall, has been
awarded the Colonial
Auxiliary Forces Officers’
Decoration.
• Delegates from the
Alexandria Farmers’ Club to
the United Farmers’ convention held in Toronto this
week, were Jno. D. McMaster,
Jno. D. MacRae, Hazen
McPhee, Robert Hay, D. J.
McPherson, Jno. C. Gauthier,
Donald McKinnon, Andrew
McRae, Nap. Trottier and
Angus
Kennedy.
Representing the McCrimmon
Farmers’ Club was J. A. Gray,
Dunvegan.
90 YEARS AGO
Friday, Dec. 12, 1930
• Monday, Dec. 8, the death
occurred of Rev. Arpad
Govan, DD, pastor of St.
Andrew’s United Church,
Williamstown, for the past 42
years.
• Glengarry exhibitors in the
Ayrshire classes at the Ottawa
Winter Fair were very successful, Cumming Bros. taking
supreme honours in the fe-

male class. Other breeders
who showed stock were:
William Gareau, Lancaster;
John McLennan, W. G.
McNaughton, Murray Bros.,
Bainsville. J. J. McMaster,
Laggan, met with considerable success in the poultry exhibits.
• A meeting is to be held
here next week under the auspices of the Lochiel
Plowmen’s Association, for
the purpose of forming a
County
Plowmen’s
Organization.
80 YEARS AGO
Friday, December 13,
1940
• Mrs. W. J. McCallum,
Apple Hill, has received word
of the death of her brother,
Sandy MacMillan, who was
killed in an auto accident in
California.
• His family in Maxville has
learned
that
Bernard
Villeneuve, with the RCAF in
England, has been advanced
to the rank of Sergeant.
• On Monday, Dec. 9, the
marriage of Miss Jeanne
Gibeau, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Wilfred Gibeau to Lucien
Poirier, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Eddie Poirier, Alexandria, was
solemnized in Sacred Heart
Church here.
• An early start for curling is
seen, icemaking having gotten
underway early this week.
• Angus Embert, late of
Valleyfield, is at home in
Green Valley, before leaving
Sunday to take a course in
munitions work at Nobel,
Ont.
70 YEARS AGO
Friday, Dec. 15, 1950
• Harold Blaney of Maxville
was elected president of the
Glengarry Federation of
Agriculture at the annual
meeting. He succeeds J. C.
Watt of Lancaster.
• J. A. McDonell, veteran
treasurer
of
Lochiel
Township, died Saturday after
a heart attack.
• Merton Casey, Maxville
mechanic, suffered two broken fingers and cuts while

1920 WISH LIST: A century ago, The Roaring 20s had just
begun, holding the promise of post-World War I peace and prosperity. Consumers were being offered a wide range of new products that were designed to make their lives easier. In the December
24, 1920 edition of The News, an advertisement spouted the
virtues of the Autostrop Safety Razor, a self-sharpening marvel
that would give the lucky recipient a sharp new edge every day.

working on the blower of a
snowplow.
50 YEARS AGO
Thursday, Dec. 15, 1960
• Saturday marks the 50th
anniversary of the ordination
of Rt. Rev. Monsignor Ewen J.
Macdonald, dean of the diocesan clergy. Father Ewen was
ordained in Montreal, Dec. 17,
1910.
• Brigadier D. C. Cameron,
who relinquishes command of
Canada’s NATO forces in
Germany to attend the
Imperial Defence College was
uniquely honoured by the
1,000-year-old German town
of Soest. For the first time in
its history it invited a nonelected
person,
Brig.

Cameron, to preside at a special council meeting.
• Estelle Macdonell of Green
Valley, a pupil at St. Raphael’s
Separate School, took part in
the Eastern Ontario Public
Speaking.
40 YEARS AGO
Thursday, Dec. 17, 1970
• Ross T. MacRae, 84, of
Lancaster, was instantly killed
at noon yesterday when he
was struck by a truck while attempting to cross the street in
Lancaster.
• Alexandria will lose its
CNR agent under a new servocentre scheme which will
see centralization of most
services at Ottawa for an area
extending from Barry’s Bay to

Glen Robertson.
• Despite a threatening fire
Tuesday night, the Alexandria
Commission auction went off
on schedule Wednesday.
• Tuesday night the United
Counties Board of Education
accepted a department of education offer of three million
financing for a new school.
• Msgr. Ewen J. MacDonald,
AP, VG, marks today the 60th
anniversary of his ordination
to the priesthood.
• John D. McRae, the oldest
employee and the first member of the Glengarry Memorial
Hospital staff was made a
presentation at the hospital’s
annual Christmas party.
30 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, Dec. 17,
1980
• Jean Paul Prieur of the 9th
Concession of Lancaster
Township lost his rabbitry and
90 to 100 animals in a blaze of
unknown origins on Thursday
around 5 p.m. The loss was
valued at $35,000.
• Robert Sova has just been
awarded a Carter Scholarship
from the Ministry of
Education. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Sova, RR1,
Apple Hill.
• Betty Vanstokkom has received her degree as a
Chartered Accountant. She received her BA in Mathematics
from the University of
Waterloo in May. She is the
daughter of Tom and Geles
Vanstokkom
of
RR2,
Alexandria and is currently
employed with the firm of
George Welch in Ottawa.
20 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, Dec. 18,
1990
• Alexandria area veterinarian Dr. Janet Lalonde presented the Canadian Guide
Dogs for the Blind (CGB) with
a cheque for $7,500 Dec. 11.
The money, raised through
the Go for Guide Dogs walka-thon held Sept. 30 and a
game booth at Alexandria’s
July 1 celebration, will go directly for the training of a
guide dog for an Ontario res-

ident.
• More than 40 firefighters
and nine tankers, pumpers
and emergency vehicles responded to a massive blaze
which levelled the former
Poppins Restaurant outside
Monkland Friday night. After
a 10-hour battle with the
flames, the Avonmore Fire
Department was dispatched
to the scene four more times
through the course of the
weekend to douse fires rekindled in the wreckage at the
northwest corner of Hwy. 138
and Hwy. 43. The cause of the
fire has not officially been determined.
• A cheering section of
proud relatives and Lochiel
Township residents gathered
in Cornwall yesterday
(Monday) to be with Lochiel’s
own Ron MacDonell as he assumed wardenship of the
three united counties. About
200 spectators filled the juried
courtroom in the court buildings shared by the United
Counties SD&G, to witness
the swearing-in ceremony of
the 142nd warden. MacDonell
is the eighth
Lochiel
Township reeve to be elected
to the highest position in the
counties council.
20 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, Dec. 19,
2000
• Jean-Paul Touchette,
known as “The Singing
Mayor” as well as the longest
serving head of Council in
Alexandria’s history, succumbed to Alzheimer’s
Disease early Monday. He
was 72.
• Two youths and one man,
all North Glengarry Township
residents, have been charged
in connection with dynamite
found in a snowbank in
Alexandria last Thursday afternoon.
OPP Constable George
Johann said both criminal
code and federal charges were
laid against the three.
• Students continued to display their frustration over the
lack of extra-curricular activi-

ties in their schools with a
rally held Wednesday at the
Glengarry Sports Palace.
About 150 students, mostly
from GDHS were on hand for
the event dubbed “Rock the
Boat,” organized by Krissy
McLeod, co-president of the
student council, the communications director Rachel
MacGillivray as well as Safiya
Williams, Brendan Joyce,
Raylene Sauvé and Carrie
Howes.
10 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, Dec. 21,
2010
• A call for assistance made
by a teenager from the
Greenfield area has brought
out the Christmas spirit in
Glengarry residents.
Sullivan Van Loon recently
wrote an e-mail encouraging
local families to donate pyjamas to the Children’s Aid
Society, as part of a project for
his Grade 10 civics class at
Glengarry District High School.
The response was overwhelming: those contacted delivered 155 pairs of pyjamas
and 24 Snuggie blankets.
• Interest in the Tim Hortons
Dome is exceeding expectations, according to a report delivered at North Glengarry
council last Monday.
“The track has probably been
the biggest surprise,” Councillor
Jamie MacDonald said. “We
hoped for 60 to 100 members,
as of today we have 230 members from the age of five up to
95.”
• St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church in Martintown held its
annual Christmas candlelit
service on Sunday evening.
Rev. Ian MacMillan led the
worship and local musicians
performed
carols
and
Christmas music. Noted mezzo
soprano Candy Prevost of
Cornwall sang two inspirational Christmas hymns, her
warm clear voice filling the
church. Other musical performers were Donald and Rory
Blackadder, Morgan and Julie
McNaughton and family, and
the church choir.

Business and Professional Directory
Accounting/Bookkeeping

BDO Canada LLP
Chartered accountants and
consultants
Want to rely on professionals who keep up
with all the income tax issues?
You can definitely rely on the BDO experts!
Alexandria
Cornwall
Embrun
Ottawa
Rockland
Hawkesbury

613-525-1585
613-932-8691
613-443-5201
613-739-8221
613-446-6497
613-632-4498

Routine maintenance helps to maintain the value of your jewellery!

CARPET
CARP

Septic Pumping & Design

STEVE CLARK Inc.
PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP
RAMONEUR PROFESSIONNEL
Sales, Service,
Repairs and
Installations
- Wett Certified YEAR-ROUND SERVICE / SERVICE À L’ANNÉE

Steve Clark 613 525-0893

H A W K E S B U RY
CHIMNEY
S W E E P S INC.
Professional cleaning,
repairs, inspection and
consulting services
WETT Certified Sweep
WETT CertifiedTechnician

Call Edward McDonald

613-525-4022

$200
(Colour extra)

Contact

The Glengarry News
613-525-2020 production@glengarrynews.ca

Neil the Painter
Interior - Exterior
Masonry Repairs
Interior
Painting, Drywall
Joints, Renovations

Neil McGregor

450-269-3349

Heating & Cooling

Pellet Stoves

Andre’s Furnace

ATKINSON
FIREPLACE

W.E.T.T. INSPECTIONS

SALES AND SERVICE LTD.

Call us at
613-525-2020
or email:
production@
glengarrynews.ca

Pellet Stove Service
Wood Pellets
Wood
Pellet Stoves
Energy
Technical
Pellet Inserts
Training
Wood Stoves

• Air Conditioners
• Propane and Natural Gas Furnaces
• Outdoor Wood Furnaces
• Gas Fireplaces
• Duct Cleaning
Now
accepting

Moose Creek, ON

613-538-2460 • Andre: 613-551-5130
Ian: 613-551-5524

Construction

o Top
T
m
o
t
t
Bo
tions
Renova

andre@andresfurnace.com
www.andresfurnace.com
Ask about financing on oac

613-

938-3999

www.atkinsonweb.ca

PROUD SUPPORTER OF
CHILDREN’S MIRACLE NETWORK

Complete Interior &
Exterior Renovations
Roofs, Siding,
Windows and Doors

GLENN MACDONALD
613-527-3328

Mallory Franklin, North Lancaster

551-3169

613-

Contact

The Glengarry News
613-525-2020 production@glengarrynews.ca

PORTES ET FENÊTRES

NEW LOCATION
Sales Representative
lyle@remaxmarquis.ca
cell: 613-551-0057
vwVi\È£ÎÎnn£ää
lylewarden.ca

3909 Cty Rd 45, Alexandria
(1/2 km west from the
OPP Station)
Yves
Gauthier

613-525-4947

Tim
Charron

www.glengarrywindows.com

Windows and Doors

WINDOWS
DOORS &
SIDING

YOU could have your
business card here!
Starting at only $15.38/week

production@glengarrynews.ca

$200
(Colour extra)

WINDOWS & DOORS

Real Estate

Call us at 613-525-2020
or email:

13
Weeks
Only

®

Home Building
Renovation
Contracting

and everything
in between
Large and Small Jobs
Call for a free quote.

1-888-678-8810

Windows and Doors

Real Estate

FRANKLIN

Painting

13
Weeks
Only

613-525-3759

613-347-1400

Tel. 613-525-2836
360 Main St. S
Fax 613-525-2916
Alexandria, ON info@tapisrichardranger.ca
K0C 1A0
www.tapisrichardranger.ca
Chimney Sweep

Green Valley

20346 Cannon St., South Lancaster

YOU could have your
business here!
Starting at only
$27.69/week

Since 1990

• Mini Excavator
• Real Estate Inspections
• System Design
• Repair & Inspection

FOR ION
ASKNSPECTY!
I ODA
T

Complete Home Decorating Specialists

Chimney Sweep

GOULET

I can put my ad in here
for only $27.69/week?

- Cleaning & Polishing
- Custom Design
- Pearl Restringing
- Ring Sizing
- Clasp/Stone/Shank Replacement - Prong Repair
- Watch Repair & Batteries
- Stone Setting
EE - Rhodium Plating
- General Repairs
A FR

Carpets, Flooring, Home Decor

TAPIS
APIS

Septic Pumping

Custom Jewellery

Performance Realty

SALES - INSTALLATION - SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated

613-678-8156
12 High Street, Vankleek Hill
www.NancyFielding.com
nancyfielding@royallepage.ca

Nancy Fielding,
Sales Representative

613-347-1805
Cell: 613-930-1902

FOR ALL YOUR WINDOW,
DOOR AND SIDING NEEDS
Alexandria, ON
cmwindowsanddoors@gmail.com
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2015 Hall of Fame inductees starred at home and abroad
With many organized sports having been suspended during the
COVID-19 pandemic, The News
is helping fill the athletics void by
publishing profiles of Glengarry
Sports Hall of Fame inductees. This
is part of our ongoing series of inductee biographies. In this edition,
we look at the 2015 inductees, John
Charlebois, Maurice Deguire,
Coleman MacDonald, Bonnie
MacLeod and the Cabers of
Glengarry.
The portraits were made by
renowned artists Douglas Fales
and Deborah Kerr.
John “Johnny C”
Charlebois
John Charlebois was a football

Touch Football tournament,
winning game MVP in all but
one of those games and helping
his Glengarry team qualify for
the Canadian Touch Bowl
Championships.
The Marauders won 14 GSL
and 10 Greenspon Cup championships. Charlebois won a
league championship with the
men’s Hearts of Glengarry soccer team in the Cornwall Soccer
League in 1981, playing from
1981-1988. During the winter
months, Charlebois played
minor hockey with the
Alexandria Peewee, Bantam
and Midget All-Star teams and
then three years with

the summer months. He also
played touch football with a
men’s team in the Ottawa
Nepean Touch Football League
(ONTFL).
Johnny C played on teams
that won five division championships and two first place
awards from 1985-1994 and a
Canadian championship in
1992. He also completed the full
Ottawa marathon in 1985.
Maurice Deguire
Maurice
Deguire
of
Alexandria was an all-around
athlete who participated in
many sports throughout his
lifetime, including broomball,
tennis, skiing, running, golf and

John Charlebois

sensation in Alexandria and
Ottawa. Known as Johnny C,
he was nicknamed after the
CFL Montreal Alouettes’s star
running back “ Johnny R” by
the late The Glengarry News
sports columnist Angus H.
McDonell.
Charlebois also played soccer,
hockey, volleyball, track and
field, and basketball while attending awards personally as
well as the honour of running
with the torch in the Olympic
torch relay of 1976. His high
school year-book referred to
him as the “bionic boy.”
Some of his great sport moments were playing with the
Glengarry Soccer League (GSL)
Greenfield Marauders, winning
the 1992 “Intermediate A”
Canadian Championship in
touch football, and being chosen as tournament MVP (Most
Valuable Player) in the 1982
Ontario North Eastern Regional

Alexandria Junior B Glens
hockey team, winning the
Glens Sportsmanship and
Ability Award in 1975-1976.
Charlebois also played touch
football with the Lochiel Loks
in the Glengarry Touch Football
League, winning seven league
championships and five firstplace finishes in nine years
from 1976-1984.
He was chosen to attend the
Ontario Athletic Leadership
Camp in 1975 and won numerous ribbons and trophies in
track and field, top scorer
award in all three football years
and was the recipient of GDHS
Sportsman of the Year award in
1976-1977.
He received a Lions Club
Athletic Award more than once.
After he moved to Ottawa, he
continued to come back to
Glengarry on week nights to
play soccer in the GSL and
Cornwall Soccer League during

Maurice Deguire

triathlons. His main passion has
been canoeing.
He paddled close to 100 canoe
races and won at local, provincial and national levels.
The multi-time winner of the
Raisin River Canoe Race entered major competitions
throughout North America including the General Clinton
Canoe Regatta, the longest single-day flat water race in the
world where he won the silver
medal.
“It was the hardest competition I ever did,” Deguire said of
the 70-mile race he completed
in 1994. “I was leading the race
most of the time.”
The world-class event in
Bainbridge, N.Y. attracted more
than 1,500 paddlers including
US Olympic medalist Greg
Barton and 28-time General
Clinton winner Serge Corbin.
In 1992, Deguire placed second in the 140-mile Classic that
saw him go through a half mile
of rough rapids.
Beginning in 1977, Deguire
won top broomball goalie in the
Seaway Valley league as well as
winning in the class B pool
tournament in St-Zotique.
In 1979 he won Alexandria’s
tennis tournament and won
gold medal in the C-2 canoe
race in Les Jeux du Quebec.
From 1980 to 2014, Deguire
won canoe races in Rigaud,
Prescott, Alexandria, Lac-desPlages,
Ogdensburg,
Campbellford and Brockville.
Over the years, he teamed
with canoeists Bruno Major,
Maurice Sauvé, Yvon Ranger,
Corey VanLoox, Pierre Brault
and Pierre Pinard to win many
challenging canoe races.
He took the championship
title in the Glengarry Triathlon
Cup from 1984 to 1989 and continued to win several other
canoe races including the
National Marathon Canoe

Championships in Fredericton,
N.B., in 1993.
Another highlight of his canoe
career was winning both the
Raisin River Canoe Race and
Jock River race on the same
weekend in 1996 with partner
Pierre Brault.
In 1997 and 1998 he won the
Alexandria and Glengarry
Open Low net “C”, the
Alexandria Open Low net “B:
in 2007 and the Cornwall Open
Low net “C” in 2010. When
Deguire hung his paddle and
golf clubs for the season, he
donned his cross-country skis
and participates in gruelling
winter events. One of the hardest ski races was when he participates from Lachute to
Ottawa on a two-day, 100-mile
competition.
Coleman MacDonald
This year (2015) saw Coleman
MacDonald of Williamstown
sliding his way into his 52nd
consecutive season of curling
and the Glengarry Sports Hall
of Fame.
In 2012, he received the 40year pin for participation in the
Moose Bonspiel hosted annually by the Alexandria Curling
Club where he won All-Star
skip in 1986. He also received
the 20-year pin for participation
in the Monctonian Bonspiel
which, at its peak, hosted over
70 teams from Eastern Canada
and the United States. As skip
with his Lancaster team, he
won the prestigious Lord Elgin
Bonspiel in Montreal, a spiel
that once hosted over 80 teams.
Playing third, he was part of
a team that won the 11th
Annual Moose Bonspiel in 1975.
He and his late wife Joan they
founded the Glengarry Cup
that’s been running successfully
for over 30 years. MacDonald
has won many trophies and
bonspiels in Glengarry,
Vankleek Hill, Hawkesbury,
Brownsburg and Morrisburg.
In 1997, he was granted a lifetime membership at the
Lancaster Club where he was a
member of the executive for 29
years.
According to members of the
Lancaster and District Curling
Club, of which he was a member since he started playing, he
was a popular skip and an excellent ambassador for the sport
he was so passionate about.
MacDonald recalled a year
when he won 17 games in a
row, inside the club and out.
As a leader in the sport, he
truly recognized that it’s team
effort and its cohesion that produces success.
Bonnie MacLeod
Bonnie MacLeod of Kirk Hill
followed in her family’s footsteps when it comes to sports,
particularly soccer.
MacLeod was often been referred to as one of the best female players in the history of
the Glengarry Soccer League
(GSL), one of the oldest organizations in Canada.
MacLeod credited her grandfather, Dougal MacGillivray,
and her dad, John MacLeod, for
her soccer aspirations.
When she turned 11 and girls
were finally allowed to play
league soccer, there was no
stopping her. She played for
Laggan and then for Glengarry
District High School (GDHS)
junior and senior teams where
she won numerous awards. She
went on to play varsity soccer
at Brock University and received her Bachelor’s Degree in
Child Studies.
She returned to Glengarry
and continued playing for
Laggan. She was a key member
of the original Hearts of
Glengarry Ladies team in the
Cornwall & District Soccer
League and the Ottawa Soccer
League. She won various
awards, one of which was
league top scorer. She was the

Secretary-Treasurer for GSL
from 1992-1997 and coached
Bantam girls and co-ed soccer.
The hard-hitting forward was
top scorer ten times from 19841996 and voted Most Valuable
Player (MVP) in 1990 and again
in 1994 during the playoffs.
The humble mother of three
scored the Louis Shepherd
Award in 1994 for her many
contributions towards the advancement of sport in
Glengarry and helped the
Laggan Ladies Team win seven
out of eight championships in
the 1990s.
MacLeod also played hockey
on the women’s recreational
team in Williamstown, taught
kindergarten at Laggan Public
School, raised a family, who all
played soccer and hockey, with
husband Chris McPherson who
also played both sports.
MacLeod credited the success
of the Laggan team to the
amazing group of girls she
played with over the years, including her sister and wonderful coach Bruce Kennedy.
MacLeod joined her mentor
grandfather in the Glengarry
Sports Hall of Fame.
The Cabers of
Glengarry
Members of the Cabers of
Glengarry have proven that
Glengarrians are a force to be
reckoned with while travelling
internationally to promote the
heavyweights.
The club that started in 1982
included Lloyd Kennedy, Don
McDonald, Rod McLeod, Ron
MacDonell, Willie Lang, Robin
Thompson, Doug Fales, Ian
Sandilands, John MacDonald,
Finlay McDonell, and late Dr.
Joseph Senecal.
Years ago, the men who were
looking to improve their skills
in the heavyweight events in
preparation for the Glengarry
Highland Games began practising at the Senecals’ home in
Alexandria. The dentist from
Montreal had been a track and
field athlete and weightlifter all
his life and had taken an interest in the Scottish heavyweight
games when he and his family
moved to Alexandria. “He was
more than happy to offer competitors a place to practice,” said
Senecal’s daughter Tess who remembers well the practice days.
“Dad really got involved in the
Celtic life. He even practised in
the Games a couple of times.”
Over the years, the fierce and
determined men competed in
Florida, New York, Chicago,
Fergus, Cobourg, Tyconderoda,
Tennessee and at many other
games where some have won
world championship titles. Rod
MacLeod of Glen Nevis, who
participated in the Games for
close to 40 years, is past director
of the heavyweights in Maxville

and was world champion in the Games in 1994 and 1995.
had the opportunity to practice
caber toss in 1973.
Sandilands and McLeod said together, learn from some
the club started after the death world-class athletes and have
of
Angus H. McDonell, one of inspired each other to improve.
‘The club
the founding members of the “Heavyweights are unique
really
Glengarry Sports Hall of Fame. because it’s a sport and a culhelped us to They explained that Angus tural event at the same time,”
donated an annual trophy for explained Sandilands. “But
be the
the heavyweight winner of the whatever sport you grab onto,
best we could games. Today that trophy is you want to do it as well as you
awarded for the top caber possibly can. The club really
be.’
throw. Members of the Cabers helped us to be the best we
He explained that Dave of Glengarry are glad to have could be.”
Harrington, “King of the Caber”
from Quebec used to join them
at their practices. “It’s a sport
like no other,” explained award
winner Sandilands who travelled extensively to participate.
“If you really want to do well,
you have to practise a lot. You
have to be dedicated.” Robin
Thompson of Martintown was
a world record holder in the
sheaf with a distance of 27’8”
thanks to many hours of practice. McLeod explained that
local legends Rory McLennan
and Lloyd Kennedy were key
players in bringing the heavyweights to the games in 1948.
“It was Ronnie MacDonell,
Lochiel councillor, who really
pushed the club to start,” said
McLeod of their early days.
“Thankfully we had a lot of
support.” Finlay McDonell offered up his Loch Garry property as a practice field when the
athletes were looking for another site. McDonell chaired the
heavyweights in Maxville in
Bonnie MacLeod
1993 and was president of the

Coleman MacDonald

The Cabers of Glengarry
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Good, bad, unforgettable
We asked members of The News staff to share their
favourite Christmas memories. Here are their
recollections. We hope you enjoy reading them as much
as we had sharing them. All the best to you and yours.

Special picture
By Audrey Evans, circulation
It was the Christmas season of 1999.
What to buy for my parents? Dad was 77, Mom was 74. The perennial
shopping list of purchasing pajamas, nightgowns, shirts, socks, the
usual, had run its course with me.
What to buy? What to shop for? Hmmm? Had to put some thought
into this.
One day it struck me. I will give my parents an 8 x 10 picture of their
parents. While my Mom had many pictures of her parents, my Dad
did not have one picture of his father, Thomas Evans.
Dad had two or three pictures of his mother, Lucille Evans, but Dad
never had one picture of his own father. At 36 years old, I, along with
my siblings, never knew what our Grandfather Evans looked like.
I wrote to an aunt on my Dad’s side and asked if she might have a
picture of Thomas Evans. She did and was more than willing to lend it
to me. I received this little black and white photo probably from the
late 1920s or very early 1930s. It was a picture of my Dad’s parents. It
was wonderful to see, at last, what my grandfather looked like.
I took that photo along with a photo of my McDonell grandparents
and brought them to a photo shop to have them made into 8 x 10 pictures. I bought matching frames, wrapped up both presents, and put
them underneath my parents’ Christmas tree.
Christmas Eve came and Mom opened her present first and started
to cry.
Oh dear!
Dad was next and when he opened his present he couldn’t hold back
his tears either. Here he was at 77 years of age with his very first picture
of his father and both his parents together. It was an emotional
Christmas Eve, but a memorable one.

In 2004, Julie Lecompte with Gabrielle and Olivier.

Numbers game
By Julie Lecompte, sales
Christmas time is always a pleasure with my children.
It all started when they were old enough to realize how many gifts
they had and they would always check if they both had the same
amount.
They would separate them into two piles and count them.
I always made sure both my kids had the same amount of gifts and
as they got older sometimes it happened that when one of them
wanted something specific and the price would be a little higher, that
would bring the count down by one. I always had to explain to them
why they didn't have the same amount of presents.
Well things have not changed one bit. They are now 18 and 20 and
they still do the same exact thing!
Kids – gotta love them!

aglow above her famous plum pudding flambéed with cognac.
But a Christmas Eve that stands out is one that I spent alone with
Elwy Yost of TVOntario's Saturday Night at the Movies. I knew Elwy
very well from my childhood watching Passport to Adventure, the CBC
weekday program where Elwy introduced classic Hollywood films to
kids across Canada.
I ended up with Elwy during a true Silent Night snowstorm in
Montreal, big snowflakes floating like large white moths in the still air
around the streetlights. This was long before I married and I was alone
in my apartment; the only decorations were a few Christmas cards from
friends.
On an impulse I decided to venture out and get a tree. I was the only
person out that night walking up unplowed Esplanade, the street where
I lived, then across the park to Mount Royal Avenue where the Sun
Youth organization had a large lot selling trees. But no one was there
now of course, it was late. And all the trees had been sold, or at least so
I thought.
Almost buried under the snow was a tiny tree. I lifted it and shook it
free of snow. It was a real Charlie Brown tree, certainly not a cultivar,
a few branches broken, some boughs a bit threadbare. I tucked it under
my arm and trekked back home.
On my old black and white TV, the ever-cheerful Elwy was introducing “Meet Me in St. Louis.” As I watched the film I decorated the little
tree with old mercury glass balls my mother had bought the first year
she was married in 1942.
As you may recall, in “Meet Me in St. Louis,” in a scene set on
Christmas Eve, Judy Garland's character sings “Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas,” now an old chestnut but still poignant with its bittersweet lyrics. That night the song held special meaning for me and still
does.
In our obsessively commercial culture, so many of us dread the approach of Christmas, the worry of buying presents, the expense, the
stress of planning the ideal Christmas family gathering. Instead of a
season of comfort and joy, for many it's a time of sorrow and loneliness.
Since 2004, my husband John and I have spent our Christmas Days
dropping in on Glengarry's community dinners. I take the Christmas
pictures for The News and in recent years, after the big free community
Christmas Day dinner at Sacre Coeur Church in Alexandria, we've made
it a tradition to have our meal at the ecumenical dinner in Lancaster.
And so, I'll end with these few lines:
Have yourself a merry little Christmas
Let your heart be light
Next year all our troubles will be
out of sight.
Have yourself a merry little Christmas
Make the yule-tide gay
Next year all our troubles will be miles away
So have yourself a merry little Christmas now.

South Glengarry restaurant in Lancaster (this was before COVID times,
folks) he will always go right to the back closet so he can look at the
vacuum cleaner. (I am grateful that the staff there is so patient.) When
he goes to CHEO and sees someone using a vacuum cleaner or – better
yet – one of those big floor polisher things, he will dance around like
he’s in Lord of the Dance.
So last Christmas, I thought I would indulge his obsession by getting
him a toy vacuum cleaner. I had Christmas Eve fantasies of being the
big Christmas Hero, that I could brag about how I was the bestower of
the favourite toy.
I never got to brag. My kid likes his toy vacuum, but he doesn’t adore
it. Sure the toy Hoover can “suck up” marbles but it’s not the real
McCoy. Kiddo knows that if he truly wants to commune with a vacuum,
he’s got to go to daddy’s closet, not the playroom.
Being an autism parent during the holidays poses some unique challenges, I’m sure, but I can also attest that it brings some blessings too. I
have witnessed my share of Christmas morning tantrums. I have seen
kids freak out because they didn’t receive an expected gift or because
one of their siblings got more than they did. My kid is immune to such
pettiness. He’s just happy that he gets to “rip presents.”
The garage and village
When we were very small, my sister and I received the Fisher Price
Garage and Village set for Christmas. The garage set came with four cars,
four Fisher Price people, and a three-level garage with a working elevator.
The village set came with a scale model village street that included six
businesses – a movie theatre, a police station, a post office, a barber shop,
a fire hall, and a mechanic shop. The police station had a prison cell and
the fire station had a bell you could ring. How I can remember that detail
after almost 45 years astonishes me.
My mom still tears up when she reminisces about how my sister and I
would spend hours playing garage and village. For us, those playsets were
more than just toys. They were the avatars of the playroom.
Well the tragedy goes that little kids grow up and they’re no longer interested in Fisher Price garage and villages. After a while, they got sold at
a yard sale. It was sad seeing them go. I am a sentimental guy but part of
being a grown-up is letting things go. It just won’t do having a house full
of clutter.
And then the day came when my sister got married and started having
kids of her own. When her first two were the same age as my sister and
I were back in the mid ‘70s, I got on Ebay to see if I could find the Fisher
Price garage and village. I didn’t want the modernized version. I wanted
retro.
Thank God, I found it. Cost me a lot but I bit the proverbial bullet and
had them shipped to Calgary. On Christmas morning, little Sasha and
Tyler were underwhelmed with this strange old toy. It didn’t matter. I
didn’t buy it for them. I bought it for my sister. And my mom.
Later that day, my dad asked me how long I had been planning that.
“About 30 years,” I said.

Heart and sole

In 1973, Audrey Evans with Irish Setter, Brandy.
In 1965, Ronna Mogelon (centre) with Marcia and Larry.

The Rules
By Jenna Blais, graphic artist
Christmas 1999 - The Saddest Christmas
This is my parents’ most memorable Christmas at The Wilmsen-Blais
household.
It was also one of my favourites as Santa had gifted me with an Easy
Bake Oven! It must have been quite early in the morning, close to 3 or
4 a.m.
Four-year-old me woke up, and snuck over to the Christmas tree to
have a peek wondering if Santa brought me coal or presents. With glee
and excitement I found the latter!
I tip-toed back and woke up my brother Jacob who was six years old
at the time. I had convinced Jacob to get up and grab all the presents
and open them up in my bedroom. We even opened our Dutch
Sinterklaas letters!
In our humble defence no-one had told us Santa Claus had strict
rules. I will list them below:
1. Open your presents in front of your parents
2. Don’t hoard your opened presents into your bedroom with your
door locked.
If you do not adhere to the rules, your Mother will cry all Christmas
and your Dad will give you the never-ending Dad-Glare.

In 1985 Chantal Ménard, left, with her parents Michel & Roxane,
her brother Guy, and sister Valérie.

Handmade treasures
By Chantal Ménard, advertising manager
My parents always made our Christmas very special and put lots of
effort into our Christmas gifts.
For many years, they built our gifts from scratch. My dad, who is
very knowledgeable in wood and has always worked in a lumber yard,
Menard Lumber at the time and Home Hardware later on, would take
scrap wood and build magic with it.
One year he made me a doll house, which had left-over carpet and
flooring to make the rooms. Mom would paint and find the items to
fill the doll house.
Mom is very artistic and added to Dad’s creations. Another year they
built a train set for my brother, Guy, and me and built it from nothing.
They had it set up in the basement ceiling to hide it and would work
on it for months leading up to Christmas.
We never even noticed it in the basement. The train set had a tunnel
and trees and it was pretty spectacular and they built it.
Another year they built us a toy box to put our toys in, because I assume our toys were all over the place, so we needed a place to put
them, so it was a win-win situation.
Dad again built the toy box with wood he would get at the shop and
Mom painted a Mickey Mouse on both sides with our names painted
on it, Chantal on one side and Guy on the other side. The front had
Pluto painted on it.
Again they outdid themselves. The toy box is still at my parents' place,
40 years later! My sister Valerie was born in 1982, so she got her own
toy box years later and it was personalized with her name on it too.
They did many other projects like these for years. I assume that this
was a way to save money and give us great presents. Regardless of the
reason, I remember all the items that were made from my parents’
hands and basement every year, especially the countless hours spent
to create these special memories.
These gifts meant way more because they were handmade by my
wonderful, hard-working parents. Thank you Mom and Dad!

Classic

In 2000, Jenna and Jacob Blais.

By Margaret Caldbick, reporter
I've been blessed with many happy Christmases. On one especially
magic morning my brother and I rushed downstairs and found definite
proof of Santa's visit – reindeer and sleigh tracks in the snow outdoors!
Later on in life, not every Christmas brought joy. At the age of 21 I
lost my father on December 26, and ever since I have known that
Christmas can also be a time of letting go – of life, of love, of delusion.
There have been wonderful times too.
My friend Heather's feasts, her house decorated by the Ghost of
Christmas Past with holly and candles, and her happy, shining face

The best
By Ronna Mogelon, proofreader
Chanukah at our house in Montreal during the 1970s was generally
a low key affair. I lived with my Zaida (my Yiddish-speaking paternal
grandfather), brother and sister and Mum and Dad. Supper always included my mother’s amazing potato latkes, which she only made once
a year usually for the first night of Chanukah. The smell of her frying
up those potato pancakes filled the house. We couldn’t wait to get our
hands on those latkes and we slathered them with sour cream and
apple sauce and then gobbled them down. That smell still takes me
back to those days of long ago.
We sang prayers and lit candles – one added each night to our menorah, until all eight were lit on the eighth and final night. My Zaida said
the prayers and lit the candles on his antique menorah. We then sang
songs and played the dreidel game, a wooden top with four sides, each
with a different Hebrew letter indicating whether you’ve won or not
after the spinning stopped. The winnings were gold-foil covered chocolate coins. When we got bored with the game, we usually just ate all
our coins.
My mother was a creative person and she preferred that we made
gifts for each other. My sister and brother and I made fold-out cards
and crazy collages for each other. My parents, however, bought us
gifts. One for each night. Eight nights of gifts. Never anything major,
really. We got a pair of striped socks one night. Another night we might
have gotten a chocolate orange. Perhaps a small toy the next night.
But oddly enough, the most memorable gift I got was something
called Phony Baloney. (Baloney’s not even Kosher!) It was a plastic
puzzle that looked like a sliced salami complete with a string at the
top. The goal was to take apart the slices, mix them up and then try to
reassemble them. I have no idea why that gift still sticks with me. Years
of small things that I played with and have long forgotten but somehow
Phony Baloney still makes me smile. And the fact that the label on it
actually said “No refrigeration required” still makes me giggle.

30-year wait
By Steven Warburton, editor
My kid loves vacuum cleaners.
Don’t ask me why. He’s seven years old. Autistic. He understands
things I tell him but he tends to communicate with one-word utterances. “Water” means “may I have a glass of water, father?” I’m cool
with that.
On the infrequent occasions when I bring my boy to the office, the
first thing he does is head right for the basement. That’s because The
Glengarry News keeps its Shop Vac there and my boy will stand there
and look at it forever. If he’s ever lucky enough to see someone use it,
he will jump for joy. My son is at his happiest when he gets to watch
someone operate a vacuum cleaner.
The obsession is not limited to the office. Whenever we go to the

By Richard Mahoney, publisher
“Take off your sock; give me your right foot,” my mother would tell
me.
The presentation of the foot meant that it was time to get ready for
Christmas.
Life on a mixed farm near Low, Québec in the 1960s featured the
conventional seasonal rites and tasks. There was always something to
do. After the crops had been put in and the firewood stacked, and the
stove pipes had been cleaned, and once enough snow had fallen, the
sleigh would come out. And yes, we had jingle bells on our horses’
harness.
In the weeks leading up to Christmas, my mother would, in addition
to tending to her regular chores and raising five children, turn out copious quantities of fruit cake. The goal was to visit neighbours on the
days following Christmas and collect as many different pieces of cake
as possible. It was sort of an informal competition. The more cake you
had, the more popular you were. The concept ran counter to our faith
-- we were Roman Catholics, and pride was considered a sin.
Of course, we had Christmas trees; one for outside that was decorated
with lights, and a second evergreen that was set up in the parlour. The
tree was planted in a paint can filled with water and fastened to a wall
with well-concealed baler twiner. My mother would wince every year
when my father would hammer a large nail or a fence staple to secure
the twine to the wainscoting. Alas, it seemed we would be excluded
from the Better Homes and Gardens tour for another year.
At night, after we had milked the cows, said the rosary (on our knees),
and finished our home work, we would read and/or listen to the radio
as we sat around a massive woodstove in the kitchen.
Like all self-sufficient and hardy farm women of her generation, my
mother, who passed away in 2012 at the age of 94, mastered the traditional skills -- baking, quilting, rugmaking, buttermaking, storytelling
and butchering. My tiny mother would decapitate a hen with a butcher
knife, bleed it out and dress the carcass in a few minutes, all while
humming some Clancy Brothers tune.
Apart from making the best bread in the world, Mom was accomplished at fashioning woolen toques, mitts, socks and scarves.
My mother would begin knitting as soon as the cooler weather arrived.
She started from scratch, using patterns that were stored in her memory.
“You’re young and don’t care what you do,” she would say.
That was a signal that I was to be asked to perform some horribly
mundane job. Yes. Skeins of wool stretched across the back of a chair
awaited to be rolled into balls. No “whinging” was tolerated. The
quicker you started, the quicker you will be finished.
The task was not all that onerous.
The scent of lanolin filled the air as the strings of wool were made
into spheres.
The payoff would be a brand new pair of custom-made socks.
My mother insisted on a perfect fit. Therefore, as her work progressed, she took regular fittings.
Hence, the “show me your foot” request.
She would place the partially completed sock around my heel.
“It seems that every year your heel gets bigger. You will soon be able
to wear your father’s socks,” she would remark, with a characteristic
twinkle in her eye.
Of course, she was kidding.
As the youngest of five children, I was used to getting hand-medowns.
But I had to come to expect every Christmas to get at least one pair
of custom-made, carefully crafted socks fashioned by the best knitter
in the whole world.
The socks would be completed, wrapped and hidden away in early
December. Out of sight, out of mind. Strange how a child’s mind works.
What seemed vital one day diminished in importance as time went on.
A lot can happen to a kid in a few weeks, especially in winter, when
there’s just so much to do.
When Christmas Eve finally arrived, as packages were excitedly being
torn apart, there at the bottom of our tree, almost impossible to detect,
was a small bright package, with my name on it.
It was squishy. How could I have possibly forgotten about those
socks?
“I hope they fit,” my mother said, beaming.
Of course, they did, perfectly.

